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COMMISSIONER BETTMAN STATEMENT ON THE PASSING OF CLAUDE LEMIEUX 
 
 

NEW YORK (May 28, 2026) – National Hockey League Commissioner Gary Bettman today 
released the following statement regarding the passing of Claude Lemieux: 
 

“The National Hockey League mourns the passing of Claude Lemieux, a four-time Stanley Cup 
champion and one of the greatest big-game Players in hockey history. 
 

“Lemieux forged his postseason reputation and won the Cup for the first time as a rookie in 1986, 
when he scored 10 goals in the Playoffs for the Montreal Canadiens. He won the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
Playoffs MVP in 1995, scoring 13 goals in 20 postseason games with the New Jersey Devils. He also was 
an integral part of Cup-winning teams in Colorado, in 1996, and back with New Jersey in 2000. 
 

“Overall, his teams reached the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 15 straight seasons; his 234 postseason 
games played rank sixth in NHL history; and his 80 career Playoff goals rank ninth. In recent years, as a 
player agent, he has represented some of the top stars in the NHL. 
 

“We send our deepest condolences to Claude’s wife, Deborah, and his four children, Brendan, 
Claudia, Michael and Christopher.” 
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