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SHAPE AMERICA AND NHL/NHLPA INDUSTRY GROWTH FUND PARTNER TO LAUNCH FREE NHL 
STREET SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND NATIONAL EQUIPMENT GRANT PROGRAM 

 
Joint initiative expands access to inclusive, standards-aligned street hockey experiences for students in 

grades PreK-8 
 
 

RESTON, VA (April 27, 2026) – The National Hockey League Players’ Association (NHLPA), 
National Hockey League (NHL) and SHAPE America — Society of Health and Physical Educators -- today 
announced a new partnership to bring NHL STREET to schools nationwide through a free, standards-
aligned street hockey physical education curriculum and national equipment grant program for schools. 
 

Developed collaboratively by the NHL/NHLPA Industry Growth Fund (IGF) and SHAPE America, 
the curriculum aligns with the 2024 SHAPE America National Physical Education Standards and provides 
educators with ready-to-use lessons that teach fundamental hockey skills while fostering teamwork, 
inclusion, communication and confidence. 
 

Organized by grade bands (PreK-2, 3-5 and 6-8), the NHL STREET curriculum delivers structured, 
developmentally appropriate lessons that include skill-building activities, small-sided play and student 
reflection. Each lesson incorporates content and language objectives and reinforces important social skills 
such as cooperation, encouragement and sportsmanship. 
 

Designed for accessibility and ease of implementation, the curriculum requires minimal equipment 
and setup and includes differentiation and assessment tools to support diverse learners. The full curriculum 
will be available in digital format in both English and Spanish, along with student-facing posters for each 
grade band to support learning and engagement. 
 

“Through this partnership, we’re opening doors, reducing barriers and making the game more 
accessible for students, educators and the next generation of hockey fans,” said Jeff Scott, NHL Group 
Vice President of Community Development and Industry Growth. “By working with SHAPE America, we’re 
giving schools accessible, ready-to-use tools that make street hockey inclusive, fun and impactful. NHL 
STREET helps lay the foundation by introducing kids to the game in a way that builds confidence, skills and 
a lifelong connection to being active.” 
 

“This initiative is about breaking down barriers and giving every student the opportunity to 
experience the benefits of physical activity through fun, inclusive and accessible programming,” said Chris 
Campoli, NHLPA Divisional Rep. “The new program and curriculum will help create an environment that 
fosters teamwork and student engagement across different grade levels.” 
 

Stephanie Morris, CEO of SHAPE America, added: “We are proud to partner with the NHL and 
NHLPA to provide educators with standards-aligned resources that support the whole child. The NHL 
STREET school curriculum gives teachers new and engaging ways to help students build physical skills, 
as well as personal and social skills, and develop a lifelong connection to physical activity.” 
 

https://www.shapeamerica.org/Shared_Content/ATS/Catalog.aspx?WebsiteKey=c03f2b51-3ee7-46fa-b587-de18213dcae5#category=physical-education&topics=curriculum
https://shapeamerica.org/standards/pe/new-pe-standards.aspx
https://www.shapeamerica.org/ItemDetails?iProductCode=NHLSTRTK2
https://www.shapeamerica.org/ItemDetails?iProductCode=NHLSTRT35
https://www.shapeamerica.org/ItemDetails?iProductCode=NHLSTRT68


To further support schools, NHL STREET, SHAPE America and Franklin Sports will launch the NHL 
STREET Equipment Grant Program, with applications opening May 1, 2026. 
 

Up to 100 schools nationwide will receive an NHL STREET Starter Kit, which includes hockey 
sticks, balls and a pop-up goal designed for safe play on common school surfaces such as blacktops and 
gym floors. The grant program is designed to reduce barriers and help schools implement street hockey 
quickly and affordably. 
 

Grant recipients will be selected based on demonstrated interest, commitment to inclusion, and 
plans to incorporate street hockey into their physical education programs. 
 

 
 

Educators received their first look at the NHL STREET school curriculum during the 2026 SHAPE 
America National Convention & Expo this past March, where teachers participated in hands-on sessions 
led by educators involved in developing the curriculum. 
 

The NHL STREET school curriculum is available through the online SHAPE America Catalog, with 
equipment grants supporting implementation for the 2026-2027 school year. 
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About NHL STREET 
NHL STREET is an official initiative of the National Hockey League focused on making hockey more 
accessible, inclusive and affordable. Through school and community programs, equipment support and 
partnerships, NHL STREET provides opportunities for youth to learn and play street hockey in fun and 
welcoming environments. For more information, visit NHLStreet.com.  
 
About the NHL/NHLPA Industry Growth Fund 
Established in 2013 by the National Hockey League and National Hockey League Players’ Association, and 
supported by the NHL’s 32 Clubs, the Industry Growth Fund (IGF) was created to support and accelerate 

https://shapeamerica.org/events/pesportweek/National-PE-and-Sport-Week.aspx#sponsored-by
https://shapeamerica.org/events/pesportweek/National-PE-and-Sport-Week.aspx#sponsored-by
https://nhlstreet.com/
https://www.nhl.com/community/industry-growth-fund/


the development of NHL and Club business initiatives and projects that promote long-term fan development 
and increase participation at all levels of hockey with an emphasis on youth. 
 
Since its inception, the IGF has dedicated more than $240 million to develop programming, create 
initiatives, host events and provide education that drives awareness and brings hockey to communities 
across North America.  
 
About SHAPE America 
SHAPE America — Society of Health and Physical Educators serves as the voice for 200,000+ health and 
physical education professionals across the United States. The organization’s extensive community 
includes a diverse membership of health and physical educators, as well as advocates, supporters and 50+ 
state affiliate organizations. 
 
Since its founding in 1885, the organization has defined excellence in school-based health education and 
physical education. For decades, SHAPE America’s National Physical Education Standards have served 
as the foundation for well-designed physical education programs across the country, just as the SHAPE 
America National Health Education Standards serve as the foundation for effective skills-based health 
education. Together, these national standards provide a comprehensive framework for educators to deliver 
high-quality instruction and make a positive difference in the health and well-being of every preK-12 student. 
 
Learn more at www.shapeamerica.org. 
 
Media Contacts: 
Joey Martelli, Senior Manager, Marketing & Membership, SHAPE America (jmartelli@shapeamerica.org)  
Julie Young, Communications, National Hockey League (jyoung@nhl.com)  
Stephanie Maniago, Communications, National Hockey League Players’ Association (smaniago@nhlpa.com) 
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