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* Connor McDavid already has a decorated resume and looks to add to it by winning the most coveted 
prize of all: the Stanley Cup. #NHLStats takes a look at some of his accomplishments en route to the 
Final and how other celebrated players have fared during their first appearance in the championship 
series. 
 
* Aleksander Barkov, who can become the first Finnish player and fifth born and trained outside of 
North America to captain a Stanley Cup-winning team, is back in the Final and can join a rare list of 
skaters to capture a Stanley Cup and Selke Trophy in the same season. 
 
* A first-of-its-kind telecast will occur for every game during the 2024 Stanley Cup Final as the NHL and 
P-X-P announced Wednesday the 'NHL in ASL' alternate telecast dedicated to the Deaf community. 
Using American Sign Language (ASL), it will air on ESPN+ (U.S.) and Sportsnet+ (Canada). 
 

http://media.nhl.com/site/asset/public/ext/2023-24/10NHLStatsConnorMcDavidFirstStanleyCupFinal.pdf
http://media.nhl.com/site/asset/public/ext/2023-24/10NHLStatsConnorMcDavidFirstStanleyCupFinal.pdf
https://media.nhl.com/public/news/18124


 

 
 
McDAVID CHASING MOST COVETED TROPHY IN FIRST STANLEY CUP FINAL 
Connor McDavid has already achieved a number of accolades in his career – seven 100-point 
seasons, five Art Ross Trophies, four Ted Lindsay Awards, three Hart Trophies as well as one “Rocket” 
Richard Trophy – but the Oilers captain now has the chance to attain the most coveted of all: the 
Stanley Cup. With Game 1 of the Final fast approaching, #NHLStats takes a look at the path to his first 
championship series. 
 
* McDavid is the only player in NHL history to win five Art Ross Trophies before making his first Final 
appearance – Wayne Gretzky (3) and Mario Lemieux (2) are the only others to capture the award 
multiple times prior to skating in their first championship series. Additionally, McDavid (3) will tie Alex 
Ovechkin and Gretzky for the most Hart Trophy wins prior to his first Final appearance. Of note, 
Gretzky officially won his fourth Hart Trophy on June 7, 1983, which was less than one month after 
debuting in Game 1 of the 1983 Final. 
 
* McDavid has 34-72—106 in 67 career playoff games, including an NHL-leading 5-26—31 (18 GP) in 
2024. He and teammate Leon Draisaitl (41-64—105 in 67 GP) became the ninth and 10th players to 
record at least 100 playoff points before reaching their first Final. McDavid’s 72 assists are tied with 
Dale Hunter for the fourth most by an NHL player before their first appearance in the Final behind 
Adam Oates (98), Denis Savard (94) and Joe Thornton (91). 

https://records.nhl.com/records/skater-records/scoring-plateaus/most-100-or-more-point-point-season
https://records.nhl.com/records/skater-records/scoring-plateaus/most-100-or-more-point-point-season
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/art-ross-trophy
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/ted-lindsay-award
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/hart-memorial-trophy
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/maurice-rocket-richard-trophy
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/maurice-rocket-richard-trophy
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-nyi/1983/05/10/1982030411


 

 

 
 
* McDavid has factored on 45.9% of Edmonton’s playoff goals since making his postseason debut in 
2017. The only other players in NHL history to factor on as high a percentage of franchise’s playoff 
goals when they were in the lineup (min. 50 GP) are Doug Gilmour with the Maple Leafs (50.0% from 
1993 to 1996) and Lemieux with the Penguins (47.3% from 1989 to 2001). Gretzky ranks fourth on that 
list during his tenure with Edmonton (45.7% from 1980 to 1988, including suspended game in 1988 
SCF) and Draisaitl ranks fifth (45.5% from 2017 to present). 
 
* Click here for 10 more #NHLStats about McDavid ahead of his first Stanley Cup Final. 
 

https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19871988
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19871988
https://media.nhl.com/site/asset/public/ext/2023-24/10NHLStatsConnorMcDavidFirstStanleyCupFinal.pdf


 

 
 
HOW HAVE OTHER DECORATED PLAYERS FARED IN THEIR FIRST STANLEY CUP FINAL? 
Connor McDavid can follow in the footsteps of other decorated players in League history, who all 
averaged at least one point per game during their debut in the championship series: 
 
* Wayne Gretzky (0-4—4 in 4 GP) got at least one assist in each of the last three contests as 
Edmonton was swept by New York during the 1983 Final, which marked the last of the Islanders’ four 
consecutive championships. Edmonton faced New York again in the 1984 Final, where Gretzky (4-3—7 
in 5 GP) generated all four of his goals over the last two games as the Oilers ended the Islanders’ 
dynasty and began one of their own. 
 
* Mario Lemieux (5-7—12 in 5 GP) tallied in all five of his contests including a famous end-to-end goal 
as Pittsburgh earned a six-game triumph against the Minnesota North Stars during the 1991 Final to 
win its first Stanley Cup. Lemieux set an NHL record for most points by a player in their first 
appearance during the championship series (which was matched by Daniel Brière in 2010) and 
remains one of two players in Final history to score at least one goal in each of their first five games, 
following Vancouver Millionaires forward Cyclone Taylor in 1918 (9-0—9 in 5 GP). 

https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19821983
https://records.nhl.com/records/playoff-team-records/stanley-cups/most-consecutive-cup-wins-playoff
https://records.nhl.com/records/playoff-team-records/stanley-cups/most-consecutive-cup-wins-playoff
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19831984
https://records.nhl.com/awards/stanley-cup/winners
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-greatest-moments-mario-lemieux-1991-stanley-cup-goal-292411562
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19901991
https://records.nhl.com/records/scf-skater-records/points/skater-most-points-stanley-cup-final-series
https://records.nhl.com/records/scf-skater-records/points/skater-most-points-stanley-cup-final-series
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=20092010
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19171918


 

 

 
 
* Sidney Crosby (2-4—6 in 6 GP) collected both of his goals in Game 3 before Pittsburgh fell to Detroit 
in six contests during the 2008 Final. Crosby became the fourth-youngest player with a multi-goal 
performance during the championship series (behind Pat LaFontaine: Game 5 of 1984 SCF; Ted 
Kennedy: Game 4 of 1945 SCF; & Mario Tremblay: Game 1 of 1977 SCF) and would face the Red 
Wings again in the 2009 Final, securing a seven-game triumph this time to win his first Stanley Cup. 
 
* Alex Ovechkin (3-2—5 in 5 GP) tallied three times including a go-ahead goal in Game 5 as 
Washington vanquished Vegas during the 2018 Final to win its first Stanley Cup in franchise history. 
Ovechkin captured the Conn Smythe Trophy after Crosby had claimed the award in 2017 and 2016 and 
joined a rare list of NHL players born and trained outside of North America to captain a Cup winner 
(more on that below). 
 
BARKOV BACK IN STANLEY CUP FINAL AFTER SECURING SECOND SELKE TROPHY WIN 
Aleksander Barkov, who is frequently mentioned as one of the most-underrated players in the NHL, 
led the Panthers back to the Stanley Cup Final just two weeks after being named the 2023-24 recipient 
of the Frank J. Selke Trophy as the League’s best defensive forward. Barkov captured the Selke for the 
second time in four seasons (also 2020-21), adding to an awards case that also includes the 2018-19 
Lady Byng Trophy.  
 
* In addition to being the franchise leader in career playoff assists (37) and points (54), Barkov’s three 
NHL Awards wins are the most by a player in the Panthers' 30-year history. 
 
* Barkov can become the seventh player in NHL history to win a Stanley Cup and Selke Trophy in the 
same season, joining Ryan O'Reilly (2018-19), Jonathan Toews (2012-13), Pavel Datsyuk (2007-
08), Rod Brind'Amour (2005-06), Jere Lehtinen (1998-99) and Bob Gainey (1978-79 & 1977-78). 
The Selke Trophy was first awarded in 1977-78.  
 

https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/det-vs-pit/2008/05/28/2007030413
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=20072008
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-nyi/1984/05/19/1983030415
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/det-vs-tor/1945/04/14/1944030214
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/bos-vs-mtl/1977/05/07/1976030411
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=20082009
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/vgk-vs-wsh/2018/06/07/2017030415
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=20172018
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/conn-smythe-trophy
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/frank-j-selke-trophy
https://records.nhl.com/awards/trophies/lady-byng-memorial-trophy
https://records.nhl.com/fla/records/playoff-skater-records/assists/most-assists-career-playoff
https://records.nhl.com/fla/records/playoff-skater-records/points/most-points-career-playoff
https://records.nhl.com/fla/awards/player


 

 
 

 
 
* Barkov (6-11—17 in 17 GP) ranks tied for second among Florida players with 17 points this 
postseason behind Matthew Tkachuk (5-14—19 in 17 GP). Barkov has already surpassed his point 
total from the 2023 playoffs (5-11—16 in 21 GP), which included scoring a highlight-reel fake between-
the-legs goal against the Hurricanes in Game 2 of the Eastern Conference Final that received high 
praise from Wayne Gretzky. 
 
* Barkov was selected by the Panthers with the No. 2 pick in the 2013 NHL Draft and named captain of 
the team on Sept. 17, 2018. Barkov (Tampere, Finland) can become the first Finnish-born player in 
League history to captain a Cup-winning club and the fifth NHL player born and trained outside North 
America to do so, joining Gabriel Landeskog (2022 COL), Alex Ovechkin (2018 WSH), Zdeno 
Chara (2011 BOS) and Nicklas Lidstrom (2008 DET). 
 

https://x.com/NHL/status/1660095445098541056
https://x.com/NHL/status/1660095445098541056
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/car-vs-fla/2023/05/20/2022030312
https://x.com/NHL_On_TNT/status/1660103896008916992
https://x.com/NHL_On_TNT/status/1660103896008916992
https://www.nhl.com/panthers/news/aleksander-barkov-named-captain-of-the-florida-panthers-300176058
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/stanley-cup-winner?season=20212022
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/stanley-cup-winner?season=20172018
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/stanley-cup-winner?season=20102011
https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/stanley-cup-winner?season=20072008


 

 
 
NHL TO PRODUCE "NHL IN ASL" ALTERNATE TELECAST FOR STANLEY CUP FINAL 
The NHL and P-X-P announced in partnership plans to produce a first-of-its-kind, alternate telecast to 
stream during the Stanley Cup Final dedicated completely to the Deaf community using American Sign 
Language (ASL). The telecast will be made available to stream on ESPN+ in the U.S. and Sportsnet+ 
in Canada. Click here to read more. 
 

 
 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-to-air-alternate-telecast-of-stanley-cup-final-in-asl


 

QUICK CLICKS 
 
* 2024 Stanley Cup Final EDGE stats: Connor McDavid vs. Aleksander Barkov 
* 2024 Stanley Cup Final EDGE stats: Evan Bouchard vs. Gustav Forsling 
* Macklin Celebrini talks support group, handling expectations on 'NHL Draft Class' podcast 
* Konsta Helenius shows confidence at combine, ‘very close’ to playing in NHL 
* 10 storylines for 2024 Stanley Cup Final 

https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-edge/2024-stanley-cup-final-edge-stats-mcdavid-vs-barkov
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-edge/2024-stanley-cup-final-edge-stats-bouchard-vs-forsling
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-draft-class-podcast-macklin-celebrini-talks-support-group
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-draft/2024-combine-day-3-helenius-very-close-to-playing-in-nhl
https://www.nhl.com/news/2024-stanley-cup-final-storylines-for-panthers-and-oilers

