NHL MORNING SKATE: STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFES EDITION — MAY 18, 2024

Duchene scores double-overtime winner as Stars advance to Conference Finals

Forsling scores late series-clinching goal as Panthers lock in matchup with Rangers

Oilers look to force winner-take-all contest, Canucks aim to close series out Saturday

* Matt Duchene accomplished a rare feat in Stanley Cup Playoffs history with a third-career winning
goal in a contest that required multiple overtimes and helped Dallas solidify its position as one of the
final four teams remaining in the pursuit of the Stanley Cup.

* Gustav Forsling helped Florida close its series out in comeback fashion by scoring the second-latest
go-ahead goal in franchise playoff history. The Panthers head to the Eastern Conference Final with a
date against the Presidents’ Trophy-winning Rangers in their second-ever postseason meeting.

* The Oilers look to extend their Second Round series and force a Game 7, while the Canucks set their
sights on becoming the fourth and final team to advance to the 2024 Conference Finals.
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STARS WIN DOUBLE-OVERTIME THRILLER TO ADVANCE TO THE CONFERENCE FINALS
Jamie Benn tied the game 116 seconds into the third frame before Matt Duchene scored 11:42 into
the second overtime period to launch the Western Conference’s top-seeded Stars into the penultimate
round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the 13th time in franchise history — the second most among non-
Original Six franchises, behind the Flyers (16).

iV o
CONFERENCE FINAL ;;Q/

™

ADVANCED

PRESENTED BY

@ NAVY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION.

REACHED FINAL-FOUR ROUND IN CONSECUTIVE YEARS
FOR THIRD TIME IN FRANCHISE HISTORY
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* The Stars joined the Panthers and the Presidents’ Trophy-winning Rangers in the Conference Finals.
The 2024 Stanley Cup Playoffs are the fifth in the past 30 years to feature each of the conference’s top
seeds advance to the penultimate round, following 2001 (COL & NJD), 2007 (BUF & DET), 2013 (CHI
& PIT) and 2015 (ANA & NYR).

* Dallas, which now awaits the winner of Vancouver and Edmonton, accounts for the only Stanley Cup
championship of the remaining five clubs in the past 28 years (1999).

* Duchene, selected with the No. 3 pick in the 2009 NHL Draft by the Avalanche, tallied his third game-
winning goal in a contest that required multiple overtimes (also Game 3 of 2021 R1 & Game 2 of 2019
R?2) and became the fourth player to score a series-clinching goal in that scenario for the Stars/North
Stars. The others: Brendon Morrow (Game 6 of 2008 CSF), Brett Hull (Game 4 of 1999 SCF) and
Joe Nieuwendyk (Game 4 of 1999 CQF).

WORKING OT PAYS
DIVIDENDS FOR DUCHENE

Matt Duchene joined Petr Sykora (Game 5
of 2008 SCF, Game 1 of 2003 CF & Game 1

of 2003 CSF) as the second player in NHL
history with three career winning goals in
contests that required multiple OT periods.

LATE-GAME HEROICS PROPEL PANTHERS TO CONFERENCE FINALS

Florida and Boston were tied through 40 minutes and remained that way until the later stages of the
third period before Gustav Forsling scored the gamebreaker with 1:33 remaining in regulation to
propel the Panthers to the Eastern Conference Final for the second time in as many seasons and third
time in franchise history (also 2023 & 1996). Among expansion franchises that debuted in the 1990s or
later, the only teams with more appearances in the final four of the Stanley Cup Playoffs are the
Lightning (8), Ducks (5), Sharks (5) and Golden Knights (4).
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https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/2020030133
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/2018030212
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/2018030212
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/dal-vs-sjs/2008/05/04/2007030246/playbyplay
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/buf-vs-dal/1999/06/19/1998030416
http://119.23.133.74/
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FIFTH STRAIGHT YEAR A FLORIDA-BASED TEAM HAS
ADVANCED TO THE ROUND BEFORE THE FINAL

* The 2024 Eastern Conference Final marks the fifth straight year a Florida-based team has made the
round before the Stanley Cup Final (TBL: 3x & FLA: 2x). Only two other states or provinces have had a
stretch of consecutive appearances of that length in the past 40 years: Alberta (10 from 1983-1992:
EDM: 8x & CGY: 2x) and California (8 from 2010-2017: SJS: 3x, LAK: 3x & ANA: 2x).

* Forsling, the second player in as many days and third in the 2024 Stanley Cup Playoffs to score a
series-clinching goal within the final five minutes of regulation, became the second player in franchise
history to score a go-ahead goal within the final two minutes of regulation in a playoff game, following
Matthew Tkachuk (59:55 in Game 4 of 2023 CF), who also happened to score his in a potential series-
clinching game.
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LATE SERIES-CLINCHING
GOALS A THEME IN 2024

Gustav Forsling joined Pius Suter (R1 w/ VAN) and
Chris Kreider (R2 w/ NYR) as the third player this

postseason with a series-clinching goal in the final
five minutes of regulation, the second time there
have been that many in one postseason
(4in2009).
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* The Panthers will now square off with the Presidents’ Trophy-winning Rangers in the Eastern
Conference Final as each club now sits eight wins away from capturing the Stanley Cup. The two clubs,
which combined to hold first place in the Eastern Conference for 47% of the regular season schedule
(NYR: 68 days; FLA: 22 days), will meet in the postseason for just the second time (also 1997 CQF).

* The Panthers (1st, Atlantic) and Rangers (1st, Metropolitan) each finished atop their divisions and set
up the fifth playoff series since 2005-06 and 14th since 1979-80 (the first year of 16-team playoffs and
when division winners didn’t get byes) between two division winners in the same conference in the
round before the Final.
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QUICK CLICKS

* #NHLStats: Live Updates for May 17, 2024

* NHL EDGE stats: Unsung heroes from remaining playoff teams

* Craig Berube hired as Maple Leafs coach, replaces Keefe

* 2024 Stanley Cup Playoffs Eastern Conference Final schedule

* King Clancy nominee Luke Kunin of Sharks reflects on supporting kids with diabetes
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https://records.nhl.com/playoff-summary/series-results?season=19961997
https://media.nhl.com/public/live-updates?date=2024-05-17
https://media.nhl.com/public/live-updates?date=2024-05-17
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-edge-stats-unsung-heroes-from-remaining-playoff-teams
https://www.nhl.com/news/toronto-maple-leafs-hire-craig-berube-as-coach
https://media.nhl.com/public/news/18050
https://www.nhl.com/news/king-clancy-blog-sharks-luke-kunin-supporting-kids-with-diabetes

“Almost 15 years later, I'm grateful to share
advice to anyone in a similar situation: Keep
pursuing your goals. You can do this. And

there are role models to help provide a boost
of encouragement when you need it most.”

LUKE KUNIN ON SUPPORTING KIDS WITH
DIABETES THROUGH HIS LKT1D FUND

WEEKLY PODCAST ROUNDUP

* NHL Draft Class (5/14): Pat Cullen, NHL Central Scouting; Top USHL/NTDP prospects

* NHL @TheRink (5/14):_ Mike Zeisberger joins; NYR in danger, COL issues, TOR exchange
* La Tasse de Café LNH (5/14): Rien n'est encore joué en deuxieme ronde

* The Chirp (5/16): Doug Maclean joins; Tocchet's honesty, Oilers goalies, coaching rivalries

EDMONTON ENDEAVORS TO EVADE ELIMINATION VERSUS VANCOUVER ON SATURDAY
Leon Draisaitl, Connor McDavid and the Oilers will look to force a Game 7 in their Second Round
series Saturday, while J.T. Miller and the Canucks vie to vanquish the hosts and clinch the franchise’s
first Conference Finals berth since 2011. The contest is available on ESPN in the U.S. as well as on
Sportsnet, TVA Sports and CBC in Canada.
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https://audioboom.com/posts/8505033-pat-cullen-nhl-central-scouting-top-ushl-ntdp-prospects
https://audioboom.com/posts/8505104-mike-zeisberger-joins-nyr-in-danger-avalanche-issues-oilers-goaltending-maple-leafs-exchange
https://audioboom.com/posts/8505036-rien-n-est-encore-joue-en-deuxieme-ronde
https://audioboom.com/posts/8506861-doug-maclean-joins-tocchet-s-honesty-oilers-goaltending-coaching-rivalries
https://records.nhl.com/van/franchises/vancouver-canucks/season-by-season-record
https://records.nhl.com/van/franchises/vancouver-canucks/season-by-season-record
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* Draisaitl (3-10—13 in 8 GP) and McDavid (5-7—12 in 8 GP) have appeared in all eight elimination
contests played by Edmonton since the start of the 2017 Stanley Cup Playoffs and both average at
least 1.50 points per game. McDavid (5-5—10 in 5 GP) has scored a goal in each of his past five dating
to Game 4 of the 2021 First Round and can eclipse Esa Tikkanen (7-3—10 in 5 GP) for sole
possession of the longest such streak in franchise history. Tikkanen’s run spanned from Game 5 of the
1990 Division Semifinals to Game 5 of the 1991 Conference Finals.
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https://records.nhl.com/records/playoff-skater-records/facing-elimination/skater-most-points-facing-elimination-career
https://records.nhl.com/records/playoff-skater-records/facing-elimination/skater-most-points-facing-elimination-career
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-wpg/2021/05/24/2020030184
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-win/1990/04/12/1989030185
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-win/1990/04/12/1989030185
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-mns/1991/05/10/1990030325

MOST POINTS WHEN FACING ELIMINATION

OILERS HISTORY
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PLAYER

JARI KURRI

GLENN ANDERSON 15
MARK MESSIER 16
WAYNE GRETZKY 10
E LEON DRAISAITL 8
E CONNOR MCDAVID 8
ESA TIKKANEN 10
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