
 

NHL MORNING SKATE – JAN. 31, 2024 
 

 
 
* The Blue Jackets and Sharks each skated to shutout victories during a two-game Tuesday and did so 
with the help of a 44-game rookie and a 1,267-game veteran, respectively.  
 
* The NHL announced that Mathew Barzal will replace injured Jack Hughes in the 2024 NHL All-Star 
Skills presented by DraftKings Sportsbook, while teammate Jesper Bratt will replace him on the player 
roster for 2024 NHL All-Star Weekend. Hughes will still be in Toronto to co-captain Team Hughes 
alongside his brother, Quinn Hughes.  
 
* The NHL will reveal which players are slated to compete in each of the first six events of 2024 NHL 
All-Star Skills presented by DraftKings Sportsbook during the first intermission of tonight’s Ottawa-
Detroit game on Sportsnet.  
 

https://media.nhl.com/public/news/17656
https://twitter.com/NHL/status/1752490888188526878


 

 
 

ROOKIE, VETERAN RISE TO THE OCCASION IN BLUE JACKETS, SHARKS VICTORIES 

Elvis Merzlikins (21 saves) and Mackenzie Blackwood (32 saves) each posted shutouts, but Blue 

Jackets rookie Dmitri Voronkov and Sharks veteran Marc-Edouard Vlasic proved to be the difference 

makers with the game-winning goal for their respective clubs.  

 

* Voronkov’s 12th goal of the season helped Merzlikins register his 12th outing with a save percentage 

of greater than .900 according to NHL EDGE – three more than he did in 2022-23 (9 GP in 2022-23) – 

and tied teammate Adam Fantilli (12) for the third-most goals by a rookie this season. Columbus 

rookies have now tallied 25 goals through 50 games in 2023-24, four more than the next closest team 

(CHI: 21). 

https://edge.nhl.com/en/compare/goalies/20222023-regular-8478007-20232024-regular-8478007
https://www.nhl.com/stats/skaters?reportType=season&seasonFrom=20232024&seasonTo=20232024&gameType=2&isRookie=1&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&sort=goals&page=0&pageSize=50


 

 

 
 
* Vlasic, one of the longest-tenured players in Sharks history and one of only two players in franchise 
history to appear in at least 1,200 career games, scored for the second time in as many contests to tally 
his 81st career goal and 13th career game winner.  
 

 
 

https://records.nhl.com/sjs/records/skater-records/seasons-and-games/most-games-played
https://records.nhl.com/sjs/records/skater-records/seasons-and-games/most-games-played
https://records.nhl.com/sjs/records/skater-records/scoring-by-a-defenseman/most-goals-defenseman-career


 

QUICK CLICKS 
 
* All-Star festivities Thursday will feature ‘3 events in 1’ 
* Jesper Bratt to replace Devils teammate Jack Hughes on 2024 NHL All-Star Weekend roster 
* Jack Hughes won't be in action All-Star Weekend, will remain co-captain 
* Alex DeBrincat continues to defy expectations with 500th NHL game, 2nd All-Star appearance 
* NHL on ESPN Friday Night delivers strong viewership 
* Women in Hockey: Kendall Coyne Schofield 
 

 
 
LARKIN AND THE RED WINGS LOOK TO STAY HOT HEADING INTO ALL-STAR BREAK 

The final game day ahead of 2024 NHL All-Star Weekend features a doubleheader on Sportsnet, which 

will begin with a battle between the Senators and Red Wings as the hosts look to continue their push 

towards their first postseason appearance since 2015-16. Meanwhile on TNT, Max and TVA Sports, the 

Kings and Predators will also duel for playoff positioning as they represent two of six teams separated 

by five points in the Western Conference Wild Card race. 

 

https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-all-star/nhl-executive-steve-mayer-excited-for-all-star-weekend
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-all-star/nhl-executive-steve-mayer-excited-for-all-star-weekend
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-all-star/new-jersey-devils-jesper-bratt-added-to-all-star-weekend
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-all-star/new-jersey-devils-jesper-bratt-added-to-all-star-weekend
https://www.nhl.com/news/jack-hughes-to-attend-all-star-weekend-status-uncertain
https://www.nhl.com/news/jack-hughes-to-attend-all-star-weekend-status-uncertain
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-all-star/red-wings-alex-debrincat-continues-to-exceed-expectations
https://www.nhl.com/news/topic/nhl-all-star/red-wings-alex-debrincat-continues-to-exceed-expectations
https://twitter.com/ESPNPR/status/1752361215828099224
https://twitter.com/ESPNPR/status/1752361215828099224
https://www.nhl.com/news/women-in-hockey-kendall-coyne-schofield


 

 
 

* Detroit enters Wednesday occupying the second Wild Card spot in the Eastern Conference thanks to 

a 7-2-1 record through its past 10 games. The Red Wings (26-18-5, 57 points) have leapfrogged four 

teams since their 10-game hot streak began on Jan. 7 and can overtake the Maple Leafs (25-14-8, 58 

points) for the first Wild Card position with a win against the Senators. 

 

* Captain Dylan Larkin has been a key part of his club’s recent success, skating into tonight’s contest 

on an 11-game point streak and 10-game home point streak, with the latter just one shy of the longest 

run of his career (11 GP in 2021-22). Larkin has collected 9-6—15 (12 GP) in January, with only Elias 

Pettersson (10 in 10 GP) and Auston Matthews (10 in 10 GP) netting more goals since Jan. 7. 

 

https://www.nhl.com/stats/skaters?reportType=game&dateFrom=2024-01-07&dateTo=2024-01-30&gameType=2&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&sort=goals&page=0&pageSize=50
https://www.nhl.com/stats/skaters?reportType=game&dateFrom=2024-01-07&dateTo=2024-01-30&gameType=2&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&sort=goals&page=0&pageSize=50


 

 
 

 


