NHL MORNING SKATE — DEC. 31, 2022
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McDavid marvels and collects 70th point, 40th assist of 2022-23 campaign

Hurricanes produce another shutout en route to franchise-record 10th straight win

Handful of stars look to conclude 2022 calendar year with more strings of success

* Connor McDavid did what he does best — collect points in bunches. While he assisted on two of
Edmonton’s three goals in the opening 3:55, the Oilers captain finished with five points and four assists
to eclipse the 70-point mark in 2022-23.

* The Hurricanes benefited from another shutout performance to push their win streak to a franchise-
record 10 games while also extending their point streak to 16 contests.

* As the calendar year approaches its conclusion, many star players have milestones on their mind
before the clock strikes midnight on an #NHLStats-filled 2022.
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McDAVID DAZZLES ON ESPN+ WITH FIVE-POINT PERFORMANCE

In a contest broadcast nationally across the United States on ESPN+, Connor McDavid (1-4—5)
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collected his first two of five points on Edmonton’s three goals in the opening 3:55 of play and extended
his point streak to 17 games — but he wasn’t done there. The Oilers captain (32-40—72 in 37 GP) then
factored on three more to reach the 40-assist and 70-point mark in the process.

@ FEWEST GAMES TO 70-POINT MARK IN A SEASON

SINCE 1990-91

PLAYER SEASON

Mario Lemieux 1995-96
Mario Lemieux 1992-93
Jaromir Jagr 1995-96
Mario Lemieux 1991-92 35
Connor McDavid 2022-23 37
Adam Oates 1990-91 37

Wayne Gretzky 1990-91 37

@#NHLSTATS NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE

* The 2022-23 campaign is the second season McDavid has collected 40 assists in 37 games or fewer
following 2020-21 (35 GP). He is one of only two active players to accomplish the feat multiple times
joining Sidney Crosby (34 GP in 2006-07 & 35 GP in 2012-13).

* Friday marked the 25-year-old’s eighth career game with at least five points — tied with Evgeni Malkin
for the most among active players. In fact, only seven players in NHL history have recorded more such
performances before their 26th birthday: Wayne Gretzky (71 GP), Mario Lemieux (29 GP), Dale
Hawerchuk (11 GP), Bryan Trottier (11 GP), Steve Yzerman (10 GP), Paul Coffey (10 GP) and Jari
Kurri (9 GP).

* With Leon Draisaitl out of the lineup, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (0-4—4) also played a crucial part in
Edmonton’s seven-goal outburst. McDavid has been involved in each of the past two instances where
Oilers teammates each had four-plus assists in the same game (also Jan. 31, 2021; Draisaitl: 0-6—6 &
McDavid: 1-4—5). The last instance before Jan. 31, 2021 was March 14, 1986 (Coffey: 2-6—8 &
Gretzky: 1-4—05).

HURRICANES SURGE TO 10TH STRAIGHT WIN AND FRANCHISE RECORD

Brent Burns (0-2—2) was one of three players with multiple points and Antti Raanta (19 saves)
posted his second consecutive shutout as the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes (24-6-6, 54
points) established a franchise record with 10 straight wins.

* Carolina, which has trailed for only 6:08 and posted four shutouts through its current 10-game win
streak, joined New Jersey (13 GP from Oct. 25 — Nov. 21) as the second team to register a double-digit
win streak in 2022-23. All but two campaigns in the past decade have featured multiple teams register a
win streak of 10-plus games (2020-21: VGK, 10 GP & 2014-15: none).
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https://twitter.com/PR_NHL/status/1609040394443972609
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/ott-vs-edm/2021/01/31/2020020141/recap/stats
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/det-vs-edm/1986/03/14/1985020724/recap/stats#game=1985020724,game_state=final,lock_state=final,game_tab=stats
https://records.nhl.com/car/records/goaltender-records/shutouts/most-consecutive-shutouts-season
https://records.nhl.com/car/records/team-records/winning-streaks/longest-win-streak-one-season
https://records.nhl.com/records/team-records/winning-streaks/longest-win-streak-one-season
https://records.nhl.com/records/team-records/winning-streaks/longest-win-streak-one-season
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The Hurricanes became the fifth
team in NHL history to register at
least four shutouts during a win
streak of 10+ games, joining the

1926-27 Canadiens (5S0in 11
GP), 1972-73 Rangers (4 SO in
10 GP), 2012-13 Penguins (4 SO
in 15 GP) and 2018-19 Blues (4
SOin 11 GP)

@#NHLSTA‘IS NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE

* Carolina has also collected at least one point in each of its past 16 games dating to Nov. 25 (14-0-2) —
also the longest such run in franchise history. The Hurricanes held a 10-6-4 (24 points) record prior to
their point streak and sat eight points back of the first-place Devils (16-4-0, 32 points) in the
Metropolitan Division, but now hold a six-point advantage on New Jersey (23-11-2, 48 points).

HUGHES, FORSBERG SHINE IN LATEST EDITION OF #NHLSTATS: LIVE UPDATES

On the night Filip Forsberg (1-2—3) played a pivotal part in his 600th career game for the Predators
(15-14-5, 35 points), Jack Hughes (2-0—2) reached the 20-goal mark for the second time in as many
seasons to lift the Devils (23-11-2, 48 points) to victory. Tap here for the latest edition of #NHLStats:
Live Updates, which includes everything you need to know from the action Friday.

* While the Predators scored at least six goals in a road game for the fifth time in 2022 (excluding
shootout-deciding goals), Forsberg boosted his career totals to 231-267—498 in 600 games — the most
goals and points by any player through their first 600 contests with the Predators franchise. Martin Erat
holds the next highest point total (133-252—385).

* After finishing with 26 goals in 49 games during 2021-22, 21-year-old Hughes scored No. 20 in his
36th contest of 2022-23. Only six players in Devils franchise history have reached the mark in fewer
games: Paul Gardner (23 GP in 1977-78), Claude Lemieux (27 GP in 1991-92), John MacLean (29
GP in 1990-91 & 31 GP in 1988-89), Lanny McDonald (32 GP in 1979-80), Sylvain Turgeon (33 GP
in 1989-90) and Zach Parise (35 GP in 2008-09).
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https://records.nhl.com/car/records/team-records/point-streaks/longest-point-streak-one-season
https://media.nhl.com/public/live-updates?date=2022-12-30
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Jack Hughes became the
sixth player in Devils
franchise history to register
multiple 20-goal seasons at

age 21 or younger. The
others: Wilf Paiement (3x),
Kirk Muller (3x), Brendan
Shanahan (2x), Pat VVerbeek
(2x) and Paul Gardner (2x)

@#NHLSTATS NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE

NHL PODCASTS: WEEKLY ROUNDUP

*NHL @ The Rink (Dec. 28): Winter Classic, Bruins' needs, Super 16 & Alex Ovechkin
* NHL Fantasy (Dec. 29): Fantasy waiver wire pickups, mailbag for Week 12

QUICK CLICKS

* National Anthem at 2023 Winter Classic to be performed in ASL

* '|deal' rink, weather expected for 2023 Discover NHL Winter Classic

* Linus Ullmark of Bruins chosen as Unmasked Goalie of the Year

* Fans of Bruins, Penguins enjoy atmosphere at 2023 Winter Classic Plaza
* Alex Ovechkin's son Sergei scores goal at Capitals practice

BRUINS READY FOR FINAL TUNE UP AHEAD OF WINTER CLASSIC

While the Penguins (19-11-6, 44 points) contested their final game before the 2023 Discover NHL
Winter Classic on Friday, the Bruins (28-4-3, 59 points) will do the same Saturday when they eye an
NHL-first against the Sabres (17-14-2, 36 points). Boston, with 65 regular-season wins since Jan. 1,
2022, can become the first team in League history to record 66 such victories in a single calendar year.

* Click here for the 2022 Year in Review for #NHLStats, a detailed breakdown of all the biggest
storylines that caught our attention this year. Please note, all stats are updated as of games through
Dec. 18 and will be updated again on Dec. 31.
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https://audioboom.com/posts/8222050-amalie-benjamin-joins-winter-classic-bruins-needs-super-16-mailbag-blues-dilemma-ovi-s-pur
https://audioboom.com/posts/8222050-amalie-benjamin-joins-winter-classic-bruins-needs-super-16-mailbag-blues-dilemma-ovi-s-pur
https://audioboom.com/posts/8222372-fantasy-waiver-wire-pickups-mailbag-for-week-12
https://audioboom.com/posts/8222372-fantasy-waiver-wire-pickups-mailbag-for-week-12
https://twitter.com/_playxplay_/status/1608844168843104263?s=46&t=yYmg6RalJdVl-3JLwCeB5g
https://www.nhl.com/news/ideal-rink-weather-expected-for-nhl-winter-classic/c-339340804
https://www.nhl.com/news/bruins-linus-ullmark-unmasked-goalie-of-the-year/c-339298302
https://www.nhl.com/news/bruins-penguins-fans-enjoy-winter-classic-plaza/c-339342764
https://www.nhl.com/news/ovechkins-son-scores-goal-at-capitals-practice/c-339343484
https://www.nhl.com/stats/teams?reportType=game&dateFrom=2022-01-01&dateTo=2022-12-30&gameType=2&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&sort=wins&page=0&pageSize=50
https://www.nhl.com/stats/teams?reportType=game&dateFrom=2022-01-01&dateTo=2022-12-30&gameType=2&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&sort=wins&page=0&pageSize=50
https://media.nhl.com/public/news/16570
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* The Bruins return to TD Garden after a three-game road trip — an arena which has witnessed the
team collect at least one point in their past 20 outings (18-0-2) as well as David Pastrnak finding the
score sheet in each of his past seven home contests (6-4—10 in 7 GP since Dec. 3). Pastrnak already
has 56 regular-season goals in 2022 and should he score again, he would tie Phil Esposito (57 in
1972) for the sixth most in a calendar year by a Boston skater.

MOST REGULAR-SEASON GOALS IN A CALENDAR YEAR

FRANCHISE HISTORY

PLAYER
Phil Esposito
Phil Esposito
Phil Esposito
Phil Esposito
Rick Middleton

Phil Esposito

David Pastrnak
Rick Middleton
Cam Neely
Cam Neely
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U.S.-BORN GOAL-GETTERS ALSO LOOK TO END 2022 ON A HIGH NOTE
A trio of high-scoring Americans are set to contest their final game of 2022 when Auston Matthews,
Jason Robertson and Tage Thompson take to the ice.

* Matthews (57), Robertson (55) and Thompson (52) have each scored more than 50 regular-season
goals in 2022, marking the first calendar year in NHL history with three U.S.-born players to have each
reached the mark. Prior to 2022, the only years to have featured multiple U.S.-born players with 50-plus
tallies were 1997 (John LeClair: 56 & Keith Tkachuk: 55), 1996 (Tkachuk: 55 & LeClair: 54) and 1992
(Pat LaFontaine: 61 & Kevin Stevens: 54).

* The Maple Leafs forward has found the score sheet in all but two games during the month of
December (5-8—13 in 11 GP) and sits three points shy of 500 in his career (276-221—497 in 443 GP).
Matthews can require the fourth-fewest games by a U.S.-born skater to reach the milestone behind
Jeremy Roenick (430 GP), Stevens (431 GP) and Craig Janney (435 GP).

* Robertson (13) also shares the lead in game-winning goals in 2022 with Sidney Crosby and Leon
Draisaitl. Should he score another Saturday, he would become the fourth player in NHL history with at
least 14 in a calendar year.

O MOST GAME-WINNING GOALS IN A CALENDAR YEAR

NHL HISTORY

PLAYER

Phil Esposito
Auston Matthews
Leon Draisaitl
Jason Robertson
Sidney Crosby
Leon Draisaitl
Jaromir Jagr
Brett Hull

Mike Gartner
Guy Lafleur

Phil Esposito

@#NHLSTATS NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE

* Thompson has collected 5-4—9 in his past five games and has registered 98 regular-season points in
2022 to go along with his 52 goals through that span (52-46—98 in 79 GP). He can become the sixth
different Sabres player to record 100-plus points in a single calendar year and first since Alexander
Mogilny in 1993 (59-50—109 in 75 GP).
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Tage Thompson can become the
NHL's 18th player with 100+
regular-season points in 2022.

The 17 unique skaters to this
point is already the second most
in a calendar year in NHL history
and trails only 1992 (20).
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OVECHKIN EYES MORE HISTORY AS CALENDAR YEAR COMES TO AN END

Alex Ovechkin has collected a plethora of milestones this year and most recently his 802nd career
goal just before the Holiday Break on Dec. 23. While he has amassed 49-33—82 in 2022 (82 GP),
Ovechkin returns to Capital One Arena with the hopes of closing out another calendar year with another
stretch of 50 regular-season goals.

* Ovechkin has netted at least 50 regular-season goals in a calendar year seven times in his career to
date: 2018 (54), 2015 (57), 2013 (62), 2009 (57), 2008 (60), 2007 (51) and 2006 (54). Should he do so
in 2022, the NHL'’s second-highest goal scorer would tie Mike Bossy (8: 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981,
1982, 1983, 1984 & 1986) for the most in League history.
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-~ MOST CALENDAR YEARS WITH 50 OR MORE
@ REGULAR-SEASON GOALS

NHL HISTORY

PLAYER YEARS

Mike Bossy

Alex Ovechkin 'a - . i

Wayne Gretzky
Mario Lemieux

Brett Hull
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