
 

NHL MORNING SKATE: STANLEY CUP FINAL EDITION – JUNE 18, 2022 
 

 
 
* Avalanche defensemen have played a pivotal part in Colorado’s run to the Stanley Cup in 2022 and 

are within reach of establishing single postseason franchise records when the puck drops for Game 2.  

 
* Nikita Kucherov and Victor Hedman will look to help the Lightning tie the Stanley Cup Final at 1-1 
after doing exactly that in 2015 and 2020. 
 
* Denver’s own mega DJ/Producer GRiZ will perform on the Tivoli Quad at Auraria, near Ball Arena, 
before Game 2. The concert will start at 4:15 p.m. MT, with gates opening at 3 p.m. MT. 
 

https://twitter.com/Avalanche/status/1537564262230523904


 

 
 
ALL THE SMALL THINGS ADDING UP FOR AVALANCHE DEFENSEMEN 
Colorado received one assist from the blueline in Game 1, with Bowen Byram becoming the youngest 
player in franchise history to record a point in the Final. It was just the second time during the 2022 
Stanley Cup Playoffs that Avalanche defensemen were held to one point or fewer (also Game 2 of R2 
vs. STL). 
 
* Colorado, who lead the NHL in goals (14), assists (43) and points (57) by defensemen this 
postseason, are within reach of setting new franchise benchmarks for each category in one playoff 
year. The club records for assists (46) and points (60) by defensemen were established in 1996, while 
the most goals (15) from the blueline came in 2001. 
 
*Colorado defensemen have combined for 78-217—295 including the regular season (64-174—238), 
the most by one team in 28 years (NYR in 1993-94: 73-234—307).  
 

https://twitter.com/PR_NHL/status/1537238784986972161
https://twitter.com/PR_NHL/status/1537238784986972161


 

 
 
LIGHTNING LOOK TO BUILD ON STANLEY CUP PEDIGREE 
Tampa Bay has lost Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final three times before 2022 and responded with a 
Game 2 victory to pull even in each of those series (2004, 2015 & 2020). They are seeking their 15th 
all-time win in the Final and currently sit tied for the second-most wins in the championship series over 
the past 25 years. 
 

 
 



 

* Victor Hedman and Nikita Kucherov were key contributors in Game 2 of the Final in both 2020 and 
2015 as Tampa Bay tied each series. Kucherov (1-3—4) and Hedman (0-4—4) notched two points 
apiece in each of those contests, with Hedman receiving the primary helper on the go-ahead, game-
winning goal in 2015. 
 
* Hedman has registered 2-12—14 in 18 career games (0.78 P/GP) in the Stanley Cup Final, the ninth-
highest points per game by a defenseman in the NHL’s championship series (min. 15 GP). Bobby Orr 
paces the group with 8-12—20 in 16 GP (1.25 P/GP).  
 

 
 
QUEST FOR THE STANLEY CUP CONTINUES 
The latest episode of ‘Quest for the Stanley Cup’ is now available on ESPN+ in the United States as 
well as YouTube/NHL in Canada and showcases how the Lightning were able to exert their will on the 
Rangers with several of Jon Cooper’s motivational dressing room speeches.  

https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/dal-vs-tbl/2020/09/21/2019030412#game=2019030412,game_state=final,game_tab=stats
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/chi-vs-tbl/2015/06/06/2014030412#game=2014030412,game_state=final
https://www.nhl.com/news/quest-for-the-stanley-cup-continues-with-tampa-bay-lightning-winning-east/c-334636920


 

 

 
 
NHL WEEKLY PODCAST ROUNDUP:  
   
NHL Fantasy on Ice (6/13): Jake Hahn explains the fantasy, DFS and betting angles for the Final  
La tasse de café LNH (6/13): Nicolas, Sébastien Deschambault reflect on the Conference Finals  
NHL Draft Class (6/14): J-F Damphousse discusses the top Draft prospects from the QMJHL  
NHL Fantasy on Ice (6/16): Pete and Nick are joined by David Satriano of NHL.com   
NHL @TheRink (6/16): Dan and Shawn welcome ESPN analyst Brian Boucher to talk about Game 1  
The Chirp (6/16): Daren talks to Bruce Boudreau about a coach's perspective on Stanley Cup Final  
 
QUICK CLICKS 
 
* Series scenarios for Saturday, June 18 
* John Tortorella hired as Flyers head coach 
* Hedman-Stamkos bond boosts Lightning entering Game 2 of Final 
* Bowen Byram healthy, contributing for Avalanche during run to Stanley Cup Final 
* GRiZ to perform at watch party before Game 2 
 

https://audioboom.com/posts/8101359-2022-stanley-cup-final-preview-lightning-vs-avalanche-jake-hahn-joins
https://audioboom.com/posts/8101467-une-finale-lightning-contre-avalanche
https://audioboom.com/posts/8102197-j-f-damphousse-nhl-central-scouting-qmjhl-draft-prospect-analysis
https://audioboom.com/posts/8103533-early-stanley-cup-final-reaction-golden-knights-hire-cassidy
https://audioboom.com/posts/8103663-brian-boucher-joins-cup-final-reaction-vgk-hires-cassidy-tortorella-flyers-fit
https://audioboom.com/posts/8103617-bruce-boudreau-joins-cup-final-analysis-series-gamebreakers-cassidy-to-vgk
https://media.nhl.com/public/live-updates?date=2022-06-18
https://www.nhl.com/news/john-tortorella-named-philadelphia-head-coach/c-334638670
https://www.nhl.com/news/hedman-stamkos-bond-boosts-lightning-game-2-final/c-334647484
https://www.nhl.com/news/byram-healthy-contributing-avalanche-stanley-cup-final/c-334634646?tid=334128040
https://twitter.com/Avalanche/status/1537564262230523904


 

 


