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* Darren Helm had the second latest regulation-time series-clinching goal in NHL history as the 
Avalanche advanced to the Conference Finals for the first time in 20 years and ninth time in franchise 
history overall (also 2002, 2001, 2000, 1999, 1997, 1996, 1985 & 1982). 
 
* Colorado will clash with Edmonton in the 2022 Western Conference Final, marking the first-ever 
playoff meeting between No. 1 overall picks Nathan MacKinnon and Connor McDavid. 
 
* The Hurricanes can become the fourth and final team to reach the Conference Finals as they take a 
3-2 series lead into Madison Square Garden on Saturday. 
 
* Fans continued to tune in for the Second Round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs on ESPN/ESPN2 with 
1.33M average viewers – up 27% versus the 2021 Second Round cable average. Click here for more 
ratings notes from @ESPNPR. 
 

 
 

HELM THE HERO AS COLORADO CLINCHES FIRST CONFERENCE FINALS BERTH SINCE 2002 
Darren Helm had the series-clinching goal with 5.6 seconds remaining in regulation as the Avalanche 
advanced to the Conference Finals for the first time in 20 years and ninth time in franchise history 
overall. Colorado’s six previous trips all came within the club’s first seven seasons after relocating from 
Quebec in 1995-96.  

 

https://records.nhl.com/col/franchises/colorado-avalanche/year-by-year-record
https://records.nhl.com/col/franchises/colorado-avalanche/year-by-year-record
https://twitter.com/ESPNPR/status/1530344170753343489
https://twitter.com/ESPNPR
https://www.nhl.com/video/helms-series-clinching-goal/t-277350912/c-11824983


 

 
 
* Helm (59:54) scored the second latest regulation-time series-clinching goal in NHL history, behind 
only the winner by Maple Leafs forward Nick Metz (59:55) in Game 6 of the 1942 Semifinals over 80 
years ago. Helm was also involved in the fifth latest series clincher in League history – he skated with 
Detroit when Johan Franzen beat Columbus goaltender Steve Mason at 19:13 of the third period in 
Game 4 of the 2009 Conference Quarterfinals. 
 

 
 
* Helm scored the second series-clinching goal of his NHL career – his first was the overtime winner 
exactly 13 years prior in Game 5 of the 2009 Conference Finals, giving the Red Wings their seventh 
straight series victory after the club had won the Stanley Cup during the previous year. The 13 years 
between series-clinching goals for Helm marks the second longest such gap in League history, behind 
only a 16-year stretch by Adam Oates (Game 7 of 1987 DF & Game 4 of 2003 CF). 
 
* Helm (35 years, 126 days) became the oldest player in Avalanche/Nordiques franchise history to 
score a series-clinching goal, eclipsing the previous mark set by Andrew Brunette (32 years, 249 
days) in Game 5 of the 2006 Conference Quarterfinals. 
 
* Nathan MacKinnon, Cale Makar, Gabriel Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen and Nazem Kadri, who are 
the Avalanche’s five highest scorers in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, are set to make their 
Conference Finals debut. Six current Colorado players have skated at least one game in the 
Conference Finals/Stanley Cup Semifinals: Andrew Cogliano (1-4—5 in 15 GP), Helm (2-0—2 in 11 
GP), Andre Burakovsky (2-0—2 in 6 GP), Devon Toews (1-1—2 in 6 GP), Artturi Lehkonen (1-0—1 
in 6 GP) and Josh Manson (0-1—1 in 6 GP). 
 

https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/nyr-vs-tor/1942/03/31/1941030116#game=1941030116,game_state=final
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/det-vs-cbj/2009/04/23/2008030164#game=2008030164,game_state=final
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21288
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21288
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/chi-vs-det/2009/05/27/2008030325#game=2008030325,game_state=final
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/tor-vs-det/1987/05/03/1986030237#game=1986030237,game_state=final
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/min-vs-ana/2003/05/16/2002030324#game=2002030324,game_state=final
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5e7158bc2e8ad96613891111/series_length:All+series_selection:0+season_or_all:all+fran_or_all:all+home_road:a+opponent:all+skater_rookie:all_players
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5e7158bc2e8ad96613891111/series_length:All+series_selection:0+season_or_all:all+fran_or_all:all+home_road:a+opponent:all+skater_rookie:all_players
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/col-vs-dal/2006/04/30/2005030165#game=2005030165,game_state=final
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5e7158bc2e8ad96613891111/series_length:All+series_selection:0+season_or_all:all+fran_or_all:all+home_road:a+opponent:all+skater_rookie:all_players
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5e7158bc2e8ad96613891111/series_length:All+series_selection:0+season_or_all:all+fran_or_all:all+home_road:a+opponent:all+skater_rookie:all_players
https://www.nhl.com/stats/skaters?reportType=season&seasonFrom=20212022&seasonTo=20212022&gameType=3&playerPlayedFor=franchise.27&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&sort=points&page=0&pageSize=50
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21248
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21248


 

 
 
2022 WESTERN CONFERENCE FINAL PITS MacKINNON VERSUS McDAVID 
The 2022 Western Conference Final will mark the first-ever playoff meeting between Avalanche forward 
Nathan MacKinnon and Oilers captain Connor McDavid, who own a combined 11 NHL Awards and 
have frequently dazzled the hockey world with highlight-reel plays since going No. 1 overall in the 2013 
and 2015 NHL Draft, respectively. 
 

 
 
* MacKinnon (8-5—13 in 10 GP) and McDavid (7-19—26 in 12 GP) share the team lead in scoring as 
their respective clubs enter the Western Conference Final, with both Colorado (4.30 G/GP) and 
Edmonton (4.33 G/GP) averaging over four goals per game this postseason. It will mark the first 
Conference Finals where each team entered the series while averaging at least four goals per game 
that postseason since 1989, when Calgary (4.36 G/GP) clashed with Chicago (4.00 G/GP). 
  
* The Avalanche (MacKinnon & Erik Johnson) and Oilers (McDavid & Ryan Nugent-Hopkins) each 
feature two No. 1 overall picks. Their series is set to mark the fifth Conference Finals in the last 25 
years where each team will have at least one No. 1 pick – the four previous series over that span were 
in 2018 (WSH: Alex Ovechkin; TBL: Steven Stamkos), 2016 (PIT: Sidney Crosby & Marc-Andre 
Fleury; TBL: Stamkos), 2015 (NYR: Rick Nash; TBL: Stamkos) and 2010 (CHI: Patrick Kane; SJS: 
Joe Thornton). 
 

https://records.nhl.com/history/yearly-playoff-results?year=19881989
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21284
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21284
https://records.nhl.com/history/yearly-playoff-results?year=20172018
https://records.nhl.com/history/yearly-playoff-results?year=20152016
https://records.nhl.com/history/yearly-playoff-results?year=20142015
https://records.nhl.com/history/yearly-playoff-results?year=20092010


 

 
 
* MacKinnon (1.37 P/GP), McDavid (1.45 P/GP) and Oilers forward Leon Draisaitl (1.61 P/GP) rank 
among the top six in NHL history for points per game in the postseason (min. 30 GP), with the cohort 
also featuring Wayne Gretzky (1.84 P/GP), Mario Lemieux (1.61 P/GP) and Barry Pederson (1.53 
P/GP). Gretzky, Lemieux and Pederson never faced one another in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
 
* The franchises have met two times in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, with Colorado claiming a five-game 
win in the 1997 Conference Semifinals and Edmonton earning a 4-0 shutout in Game 7 of the 1998 
Conference Quarterfinals. The Nordiques and Oilers never met in the WHA playoffs before joining the 
NHL in 1979-80. 
 
* ICYMI: The NHL announced the 2022 Conference Finals schedule scenarios, with Game 1 between 
the Avalanche and Oilers set for Tuesday in Denver (8 p.m. ET on TNT, SN, CBC, TVAS). 
 

https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21283
https://issues.nhl.com/browse/SBR-21283
https://www.nhl.com/stats/skaters?reportType=allTime&seasonFrom=19171918&seasonTo=20212022&gameType=3&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,1&filter=gamesPlayed,gte,30&sort=pointsPerGame&page=0&pageSize=50
https://records.nhl.com/history/yearly-playoff-results?year=19961997
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-col/1998/05/04/1997030167#game=1997030167,game_state=final
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/edm-vs-col/1998/05/04/1997030167#game=1997030167,game_state=final
https://www.hockey-reference.com/playoffs/WHA_1973.html
https://www.hockey-reference.com/playoffs/WHA_1973.html
https://media.nhl.com/public/news/16148?utm_source=2022-stanley-cup-playoffs&utm_medium=twitter


 

 
 
NHL WEEKLY PODCAST ROUNDUP: 
Fantasy on Ice (5/23): Pete & Nick talk Round 2 with DFS and betting angles 
NHL Draft Class (5/24): International prospects talk w/ Dir. of European Scouting Goran Stubb 
Soul on Ice (5/24): Coyotes forward Boko Imama joins Jordan Buhat & Kwame Mason 
NHL @TheRink (5/25): Dan & Shawn joined by ESPN analyst Ryan Callahan 
Fantasy on Ice (5/26): Pete & Nick w/ Lauren Jbara of Pickwise/Bally Sports South  
The Chirp (5/26): Daren is joined by his pal Nick Kypreos to talk Stanley Cup Playoffs 
 
QUICK CLICKS 
 
* #NHLStats: Live Updates for Friday, May 27 
* Series Scenarios for Saturday, May 28 
* Leon Draisaitl sends birthday wishes to Ben Stelter, who is battling cancer 

* Brayden Point progressing, could return during 2022 postseason 

* Episode 1 of “Quest For The Stanley Cup” on ESPN+, YouTube.com/NHL 

 

https://audioboom.com/posts/8088494-second-round-series-analysis-disappointing-panthers-oilers-ceiling-carolina-s-road-woes
https://audioboom.com/posts/8088591-goran-stubb-director-nhl-european-scouting-international-draft-prospect-analysis
https://audioboom.com/posts/8089101-arizona-coyotes-forward-boko-imama-joins-jordan-buhat-kwame-talk-evander-kane-chirping-etique
https://audioboom.com/posts/8089884-ryan-callahan-joins-vasilevskiy-s-brilliance-oilers-mcdavid-rolling-kadri-s-hatty-car-nyr
https://audioboom.com/posts/8090509-second-round-analysis-conn-smythe-candidates-series-picks-guest-lauren-jbara
https://audioboom.com/posts/8090607-nick-kypreos-joins-playoffs-coaching-carousel-mcdavid-or-vasilevskiy
https://media.nhl.com/live-updates?date=2022-05-27
https://media.nhl.com/live-updates?date=2022-05-27
https://media.nhl.com/public/live-updates?date=2022-05-28
https://www.nhl.com/news/draisaitl-sends-birthday-wishes-to-young-oilers-fan/c-334358480?tid=281396148
https://www.nhl.com/news/draisaitl-sends-birthday-wishes-to-young-oilers-fan/c-334358480?tid=281396148
https://www.nhl.com/news/brayden-point-progressing-for-tampa-bay-lightning/c-334357820
https://www.nhl.com/news/brayden-point-progressing-for-tampa-bay-lightning/c-334357820
https://www.nhl.com/news/quest-for-the-stanley-cup-premieres-friday/c-334337052


 

 
 
CAROLINA CAN CLOSE OUT SERIES BY EARNING FIRST ROAD WIN OF 2022 PLAYOFFS 

The Hurricanes can clinch their fifth all-time Conference Finals berth and second in the last four 

seasons (also 2019, 2009, 2006 & 2002) as their Second Round series with the Rangers shifts back to 

Madison Square Garden for Game 6. 

 

* Carolina, which is looking to snap its postseason-opening road losing streak at five games, holds an 

all-time series record of 9-0 (1.000) when leading 3-2 in a best-of-seven. That total includes five 

instances where the series-clinching win came in Game 6. 

 

* New York yielded a perfect 3-0 record when facing elimination during the 2022 First Round, earning 

all three wins in come-from-behind fashion to rally from a 3-1 series deficit against Pittsburgh. Two of 

those victories are included in the Rangers’ active five-game home winning streak. 

 

* Jordan Staal (7-4—11 in 24 GP), whose brother, Marc, skated 13 seasons with the Rangers from 

2007-08 to 2019-20, leads current Hurricanes players in career goals and points in potential series-

clinching games. Max Domi, another Carolina player who had a close family member skate on 

Broadway, stole the show with 2-1—3 in the Hurricanes’ last such contest (3-2 W vs. BOS in Game 7 of 

2022 R1). 

 

* Chris Kreider (13-3—16 in 24 GP) leads current Rangers skaters in career goals and points when 

facing elimination, including 3-0—3 during the 2022 First Round. Kreider’s 13 goals in games where 

New York faced elimination are the most in franchise history, while his 16 points rank second behind 

former teammate Derick Brassard (7-12—19 in 16 GP). 

  

https://records.nhl.com/car/franchises/carolina-hurricanes/year-by-year-record
https://records.nhl.com/car/franchises/carolina-hurricanes/year-by-year-record
https://twitter.com/PR_NHL/status/1526329213145464832
https://twitter.com/PR_NHL/status/1526329213145464832
https://twitter.com/PR_NHL/status/1529281298208022528
https://www.nhl.com/player/tie-domi-8446454
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/bos-vs-car/2022/05/14/2021030137#game=2021030137,game_state=final,game_tab=stats
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/bos-vs-car/2022/05/14/2021030137#game=2021030137,game_state=final,game_tab=stats
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5eed0f794e9d8d1f4729ceb4/season_career:Career+end_state:clinching+series_length:All+player_positions:All+fran_or_all:26+home_road:a+opponent:all+series_selection:0+season_or_all:all
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5eed0f794e9d8d1f4729ceb4/season_career:Career+end_state:clinching+series_length:All+player_positions:All+fran_or_all:26+home_road:a+opponent:all+series_selection:0+season_or_all:all
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5e79096c2e8ad966138974e2/skater_position:Skaters+number:16+type_of_point:P+fran_or_all:10+home_road:a+end_state:elimination+series_length:All+opponent:all+season_or_all:all+series_selection:0+skater_rookie:all_players+player_or_all:All
https://shift.pramanalabs.com/questionResult/5e79096c2e8ad966138974e2/skater_position:Skaters+number:16+type_of_point:P+fran_or_all:10+home_road:a+end_state:elimination+series_length:All+opponent:all+season_or_all:all+series_selection:0+skater_rookie:all_players+player_or_all:All


 

 
 


