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2026-2027 NHL OFFICIATING TEAM

REFEREES LINESPERSONS
Jersey Jersey
No. Name No. Name
2 Mclsaac, Jon 50 Cherrey, Scott
3 Schlenker, Chris 51 Smith, Andrew
4 McCauley, Wes 52 Alphonso, Shandor
5 Rooney, Chris 53 Mills, Bevan
6 Charron, Francis 55 Flemington, Kyle
7 Rank, Garrett 56 Fournier, Julien
8 St-Laurent, Francois 57 Blujus, Dylan
9 O'Rourke, Dan 58 Gibbons, Ryan
10 Rehman, Kyle 60 Suchanek, Libor
1 Sutherland, Kelly 61 Tobias, James
12 Beach, Cody 63 Lapointe, Anthony
13 South, Furman 64 Gawryletz, Brandon
14 Hanson, Trevor 65 Hughes, Tommy
15 Hebert, Jean 67 Gawryletz, Travis
16 Pochmara, Brian 68 Murray, CJ
17 L’Ecuyer, Frederick 74 Knorr, Trent
18 Chmielewski, Tom 76 Cormier, Michel
19 Dwyer, Gord 7 Apperson, Caleb
20 Dunning, Mitch 79 Murchison, Kiel
21 Luxmore, Thomas John 80 Deschamps, Jonathan
22 Halkidis, Beau 81 Daisy, Ryan
23 Syvret, Corey 83 MacPherson, Matt
24 Skilliter, Graham 84 Jackson, Ryan
25 Lambert, Pierre 86 Marquis, Jesse
26 Brenk, Jacob 87 Berg, Devin
27 Furlatt, Eric 88 Baker, Tyson
29 Sandlak, Carter 89 Mahon, Joseph
30 Nicholson, Kendrick 90 Toomey, Travis
31 Markovic, Michael 91 O’Quinn, Ben
33 Hiff, Stephen 92 Shewchyk, Mark
34 Schrader, Brandon 93 McNamara, Kilian
36 Kea, Justin 95 Murray, Jonny
37 Samuels-Thomas, Jordan 96 Brisebois, David
38 MacDougall, Peter 97 Faucher, Jeremy
39 Blandina, Brandon 98 Kelly, Dan
Minor League Team Minor League Team
Members Members
40 Verbeek, Hayden 62 Hautamaki, Onni
41 Hamilton, Graedy 66 Oliver, Shawn
42 Betker, Ben 75 Grillo, Brandon
43 MacPhee, Morgan 78 Martenet, Chris
44 Lepkowski, Alex
45 Maaskant, Liam
46 Isaacson, Nick
47 Sullivan, Michael
48 Rook, Austin
49 Brace, Riley

National Hockey League

<« Previous Page

Table of Contents

Official Rules 2026-2027

Next Page ‘



JOVAINS MNIY 40 SNOISNIWIA TVIOI440

W WA

ISYIHO VOO .. -
407v13d 33s

NOILYHNOIINOD
340-30v4 3387

N £t

£t \
¥9

=
3

to center of
|

end of boards

SL | I SL

S e L L L L L LR L L LT T T T

Next Page wmipy

Official Rules 2026-2027
iv

Table of Contents

National Hockey League

- Previous Page



CONFIGURATION

FACE-OFF

310" ——tnt

t
110"

"IN WIDTH

ALL LINES ARE 2

(006 1ds¥) 2anL SsH
JOIHL.SZL X A0 ,006'L @

18}UB 0} Yond MO|ID O} a

passadey BuPPOd

JTONY LIOHS
(.S 1= ssawfolyL llom)
MO813 0 425 00 .8/£ 2 @

8/€ 684

(S1¥0ddNS ¥3IN3D)
38NL SSH
AOIHL.00L"XAO .SIE'L @

VZSLETdSY
(.G 1= ssowid1yL I1om)
3did 0% 'U9S A0 .8/ET D

JIONY LIOHS
(.5 1°= ssowxoL lIom)
MOg13 07 495 A0 .8/£ T @

3WV4 dOL 8 S3dId 3AIS ANIH38 d13M

JNVY4 VOO A3IAOUddV

$3dId WOLLO8 40 dJOLNO 8

(13315) ¥v8 3IL ONILEAN
Y3INID OLFINID WA L X W/ @

/
L

48'1.D. height

/

Official Rules 2026-2027

National Hockey League

<« Previous Page

Next Page ‘

Table of Contents



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Table of Contents ... vi
Section 1 - Playing Area...........cccooeovriereeniiesiessienns 1
Section 2 - Teams

Section 3 - Equipment............ccooorrirniinne 1
Section 4 - Types of Penalties...............cccccocovvviinnn. 27
Section 5 - Officials .............ccooovrininncirrcen, 51
Section 6 — Physical Infractions .................ccooconeninnne. 73
Section 7 - Restraining Infractions ...............c.cccooeeeu.. 86
Section 8 - Stick Infractions ................cccoevevirenennnn. 91
Section 9 - Other Infractions .............c.cocoovonicnnnn. 94
Section 10 — Game FIow ... 113
Reference Tables

INAEX ...
Glossary of Terms...........cccooveevicnceieessce s 211
2026-2027 NHL Schedule..............cccooonunerrrirninrinrinnnne. 213
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027

vi

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page ‘



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section 1 — Playing Area

RUIE T = RINK...ocviecvcescte et
Rule 2 — Goal Posts and Nets.
Rule 3-Benches........ccccccovuverennes .

Rule 4 — Signal and Timing DEVICES ...........ccceueurererinririerceieninenne 5

Section 2 — Teams

Rule 5 —Team.......cccoveveneninicenenns
Rule 6 — Captain and Alternate Captains....
Rule 7 — Starting Line-up.........ccocvevrvienes
Rule 8 — Injured PIaYErs ..........covvrieieineirereireneiersesecessisenenne 8

Section 3 - Equipment

Rule 9 = UNifOrMS.......covieiieeeineieieeseneeecseeseiesessseeseeeenssens
RUIE 10 = SHEKS.....vvvricirercreieieissieieese s sssenseens
Rule 11 — Goalkeeper's Equipment
Rule 12 - lllegal Equipment ............
Rule 13 — Puck................
Rule 14 — Adjustment to Clothing or Equipmen

Section 4 — Types of Penalties

Rule 15 — Calling of Penalties ...........c.ccovninincrrcrierniiniieinnins 27
Rule 16 — Minor Penalties

Rule 17 — Bench Minor Penalties............ccocoeecueeiceeieeccciecins 29
Rule 18 — Double-minor Penalties............ccooveerecereccneecierieennns 29
Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties .... .. 30
Rule 20 — Major Penalties............ .31
Rule 21 — Match Penalties ...........cccccvevevvieeeeiecereeieieeeeeeeeennns 33
Rule 22 — Misconduct Penalties..............cocoevveeeeeieieerecieenienns 34
Rule 23 — Game Misconduct Penalties.... .35
Rule 24 — Penalty Shot...........cccccuueae. .. 38
Rule 25 — Awarded Goals ... ... 42
Rule 26 — Delayed Penalties........ ... 42
Rule 27 — Goalkeeper's Penalties... .43
Rule 28 — Supplementary Discipline .. . 45
RUIE 29 — SIgNAS .....oocvviieieieiiieeieie st 45

Section 5 — Officials

Rule 30 — Appointment of OffiCials ............ccoveiveirinineresiniens 51
Rule 31 — Referees...........c......... .51
Rule 32 - Linespersons... .53
RulE 33 = IN-ArENA SCOTEN ..ot 55
Rule 34 — Game TiMEKEEPET ........cveverrerrerereissiesesessessssesse s 57

Rule 35 — Penalty Timekeeper ...
Rule 36 — Real Time Scorers

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
vii

« Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page ‘



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section 5 — Officials (continued)

Rule 37 — Video ReVIEW.............ccuiiiceercsceseeeeesee s
Rule 38 — Coach’s Challenge
Rule 39 — Abuse of Officials........... .

Rule 40 — Physical Abuse of OffiCials ............ccocemirireeriininenenns 71

Section 6 — Physical Infractions

Rule 41 - Boarding .... .13
Rule 42 — Charging ........cccoeene.

Rule 43 — Checking from Behind ... 74
RuUle 44 — CliPPING.....cuieerrerieririirieeeiniisenresesiseise s essesssssenes
Rule 45 — EIDOWING .......couvvuririnrireisisiseienesissiseiesissisesessesessienae
Rule 46 - Fighting...... .
Rule 47 — Head-butting .
Rule 48 - lllegal Check to the Head .........ccccovvvvieerenrnrenresninnnns 81
RuUlE 49 — KICKING ....vvvvecerienricriirci et 81
Rule 50 — Kneeing.. .82

Rule 51 — Roughing ...
Rule 52 - Slew-footing...
Rule 53 — Throwing EqUIpmMeNt.........ccoenininneeecineene 83

Section 7 — Restraining Infractions

Rule 54 — HOldING.........cceririeriee e
Rule 55 — Hooking .
Rule 56 — INtEIfEreNnCe ........c.covueererieriereireee e 87
RUIE 57 = THPPING...vvveveeereerseerseeseesesssesseessssssssessessesssssssessessssnnsns 89

Section 8 — Stick Infractions

Rule 58 — BUH-eNdING .....cocviiirieiireieeenscsee e 91
Rule 59 — Cross-checking.. 9
Rule 60 — High-StCKING .....c.veevreeeicerrisieieissessseseeseessesssessessesnens 91

Rule 55 — Hooking..... .(86) 92
Rule 81 = SIaShing .......c.ccurririereireiiireeieissisessse e sssssssessessssenens 92
Rule 62 — SPEAMNG ...ttt 93

Section 9 — Other Infractions

Rule 63 — Delaying the Game...........ccccoveveueenrnsieeisissesseseneens 94
Rule 64 — Diving / Embellishment...........ccoerenininennnsnieiereis 97
Rule 65 — EQUIPMENL .......coucviiiiirirereeerseie e 97
Rule 66 — Forfeit of Game.. .98
Rule 67 — Handling PUCK ..o 98
Rule 68 — lllegal SUbSHLULION ........c.cvvrerereiecceeeece s 100
Rule 69 — Interference on the Goalkeeper............ccvvvvrerrererernns 101

Rule 70 — Leaving the Bench
Rule 71 — Premature Substitution

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
viii

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section 9 — Other Infractions (continued)

Rule 72 — Refusing to Play the PuCk..........cc.cocveninineiisinineis 107
Rule 73 — Refusing to Start Play .........
Rule 74 — Too Many Men on the Ice... .
Rule 75 — Unsportsmanlike Conduct.............cccveeevmirerrerenencenns 110

Section 10 - Game Flow

Rule 76 — Face-offs ........cccoeeveereenenne . 113
Rule 77 — Game and Intermission Timing... .118
Rule 78 — GOoals........cccovererverereiriinienienne .18
Rule 79 — Hand Pass ........ccccceuinininirinsinsineisessssssesesssinsens 121
Rule 80 — High-sticking the PUCK .............cccvinririniniircriernis 121
Rule 81 = 1CING......coeureeriririeines .
Rule 82 - Line Changes.. .
Rule 83 — Off-SIde .....oeueeeeeieeireireeeeecie e
Rule 84 — OVEIIME ......cvrieirrieireiseeee st eesenennas
Rule 85 — Puck Out of Bounds........ 132
Rule 86 — Start of Game and Periods . 134
Rule 87 — Time-outs .........ccccvuvunnee . 135
Reference Tables

Table 1

Summary of Penalties to Coaches and

Non-playing Club Personnel ..........c.cccocveerrenceneunens 137

Table 2

Summary of Minor PENaIties ..........cccvvvveererreeresrerreensinnens 137
Table 3

Summary of Bench Minor Penalties...........cccocvevierriiriennnns 138
Table 4

Summary of Double-minor Penalties .............ccocoverenieniens 139
Table 5

Summary of Major Penalties ...........cccocvvererrrreerenreensinnens 139
Table 6

Summary of Match Penalties ..........cccouovverreneereneniinnnns 140
Table 7

Summary of Misconduct Penalties............cccvvveviierieniinnens 140
Table 8

Summary of Game Misconduct Penalties.............ccccceceuce. 141
Table 9

Summary of Penalty Shots.........ccccverrnrnernsierieressienees 142
Table 10

Summary of Awarded Goals (When
Goalkeeper Has Been Removed

for an Extra AtHacker) ..o 142
Table 11
Summary of Goalkeeper Penalties ............ccooevvererrerniennens 143
Table 12
Goals Scored Against a Short-handed Team...................... 143
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
IX

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



AAA.

Y
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Reference Tables (continued)

AAA

Table 13
Coincidental Penalties ...........cocoeereereenieneeneereennes 150
Table 14
Interference on the Goalkeeper Situations............... 153
Table 15
Penalties in Effect Prior to the Start of
Overtime — Regular Season ..........cccccecveunee. 159
Table 16
Penalties Assessed in Overtime — Regular
SEASON ...ttt 160
INAGX ...t 161
Glossary of TEIMS............ccveurienienieneenieneeseeseesee s 211
2026-2027 NHL Schedule..............c.cooeorieieireinnererireeieeieeneeeseeeeneens 213
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
X
oW Previous Page Table of Contents NextPage iy



SECTION 1 - PLAYING AREA

SECTION 1 - PLAYING AREA

Rule 1 - Rink

1.1 Rink - National Hockey League games shall be played on an ice
surface known as the “Rink” and must adhere to the dimensions and
specifications prescribed by the League and these rules. No ice
markings shall be permitted except those provided for under these
rules unless express written permission has been obtained from the
League. On-ice logos must not interfere with any official ice markings
provided for the proper playing of the game.

In the interval between periods, the ice surface shall be flooded
unless mutually agreed to the contrary.

1.2 Dimensions - The official size of the rink shall be two hundred feet
(200') long and eighty-five feet (85') wide. The corners shall be
rounded in the arc of a circle with a radius of twenty-eight feet (28').
See diagram on page iv preceding the table of contents.

1.3 Boards and Glass - The rink shall be surrounded by a wall known as
the “boards” which shall extend not less than forty inches (40") and
not more than forty-eight inches (48") above the level of the ice
surface. The ideal height of the boards above the ice surface shall be
forty-two inches (42"). Except for the official markings provided for in
these rules, the entire playing surface and the boards shall be white in
color except the kick plate at the bottom of the boards, which shall be
light yellow in color.

Any variations from any of the foregoing dimensions shall require
official authorization by the League.

The boards shall be constructed in such a manner that the surface
facing the ice shall be smooth and free of any obstruction or any
object that could cause injury to players.

Affixed to the boards and extending vertically shall be approved
safety glass extending eight feet (8') above the boards at each end of
the rink and not less than six feet (6) along both sides of the rink.
Protective glass shall be required in front of the penalty benches. The
glass and gear to hold them in position shall be properly padded or
protected and mounted on the boards on the side away from the
playing surface including the spectator netting outlined in Rule 1.4.

1.4 Spectator Netting — Spectator netting shall be hung in the ends of
the arena, of a height, type, and in a manner approved by the League.

1.5 Lines - Eleven feet (11') from each end of the rink and in the center of
a red line two inches (2") wide drawn completely across the width of
the ice and continued vertically up the side of the boards, regulation
goal posts and nets shall be set in such a manner as to remain
stationary during the progress of a game.

The red line, two inches (2") wide, between the goal posts on the
ice and extended completely across the rink, shall be known as the
“GOAL LINE.”

In front of each goal, a “GOAL CREASE" area shall be marked by
a red line two inches (2") in width.

The ice surface between the goals shall be divided into three

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
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SECTION 1 — PLAYING AREA

zones by lines, twelve inches (12") in width, and blue in color, drawn
sixty-four feet (64') out from the goal lines, and extended completely
across the rink, parallel with the goal lines, and continued vertically up
the side of the boards. (Paint code PMS 286.)

Another line, twelve inches (12") in width and red in color, drawn
completely across the rink in center ice, parallel with the goal lines
and continued vertically up the side of the boards, known as the
“CENTER LINE.” This line shall contain regular interval markings of a
uniform distinctive design, which will readily distinguish it from the two
blue lines, the outer edges of which must be continuous. (Paint code
PMS 186.)

1.6 Division of Ice Surface - That portion of the ice surface in which the
goal is situated shall be called the “DEFENDING ZONE” of the Team
defending that goal; the central portion shall be known as the
“NEUTRAL ZONE,” and the portion farthest from the defended goal as
the “ATTACKING ZONE.”

1.7 Goal Crease / Referee Crease - The goal crease shall be laid out as
follows: One foot (1) outside of each goal post a two-inch (2") line
shall be painted extending four feet, six inches (4'6") in length. These
lines shall be at right angles to the goal line. A semi-circle line six feet
(6') in radius and two inches (2") in width shall be drawn using the
center of the goal line as the center point and connecting both ends of
the side of the crease. On the side of the crease lines, four feet (4')
from the goal line, extend a five-inch (5") line into the crease. (see
diagram on page iv preceding the table of contents)

The goal crease area shall include all the space outlined by the
crease lines and extending vertically four feet (4') to the level of the
top of the goal frame. The area outlined by the crease line and the
goal line shall be painted a light blue color. (Paint code PMS 298.)

The area inside the goal frame to the goal line shall be painted a
gloss white color.

On the ice immediately in front of the Penalty Timekeeper's seat
there shall be marked in red on the ice a semi-circle of ten foot (10')
radius and two inches (2") in width which shall be known as the
“REFEREE’S CREASE.”

1.8 Goalkeeper’s Restricted Area - A restricted trapezoid-shaped area
behind the goal will be laid out as follows: Seven feet (7') outside of
each goal crease (eight feet (8') from each goal post), a two-inch (2")
red line shall be painted extending from the goal line to a point on the
end of the rink ten feet (10') from the goal crease (eleven feet (11')
from the goal post) and continuing vertically up the kick plate (see
diagram on the page iv preceding the table of contents). (Paint code
PMS 186).

1.9 Face-off Spots and Circles - A circular blue spot, twelve inches (12")
in diameter, shall be marked exactly in the center of the rink; and with
this spot as a center, a circle of fifteen feet (15') radius shall be
marked with a blue line two inches (2") in width.

Two red spots two feet (2') in diameter shall be marked on the ice
in the neutral zone five feet (5') from each blue line. Within the face-off
spot, draw two parallel lines three inches (3") from the top and bottom
of the spot. The area within the two lines shall be painted red, the

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
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SECTION 1 - PLAYING AREA

remainder shall be painted white. The spots shall be forty-four feet
(44") apart and each shall be a uniform distance from the adjacent
boards.

In both end zones and on both sides of each goal, red face-off
spots and circles shall be marked on the ice. The face-off spots shall
be two feet (2') in diameter. Within the face-off spot, draw two parallel
lines three inches (3") from the top and bottom of the spot. The area
within the two lines shall be painted red, the remainder shall be
painted white.

The circles shall be two inches (2") wide with a radius of fifteen
feet (15") from the center of the face-off spots. At the outer edge of
both sides of each face-off circle and parallel to the goal line shall be
marked two red lines, two inches (2") wide and two feet (2') in length
and five feet seven inches (5'7”) apart.

One foot away from the outer edge of the face-off spot, two lines
shall be drawn parallel with the side boards that shall be four feet
(4")in length and eighteen inches (18") apart. Parallel to the end
boards, commencing at the end of the line nearest to the face-off spot,
a line shall extend two feet ten inches (2'10") in length. All lines shall
be two inches (2") in width. See diagram on page v preceding the
table of contents.

The location of the face-off spots shall be fixed in the following
manner:

Along a line twenty feet (20') from each goal line and parallel to it,
mark two points twenty-two feet (22') on both sides of the straight line
joining the center of the two goals. Each such point shall be the center
of a face-off spot and circle.

1.10 Ice Cleaning - Aside from the normal ice resurfacing that is performed
during the intermissions between each period of play, the following
snow removal activities shall be performed:

(i) During each commercial time-out, the ice cleaning crew shall remove
snow from the goal crease area, in front of the players’ and penalty
benches and from side to side from the top of the circles to the end
boards (ideally, the entire end zone from the blue lines in).

(ii) During the regular season, at the end of the third period in a tied game
and prior to the commencement of the five minute overtime period, the
entire ice surface shall be shoveled by arena personnel utilizing the same
procedures as are utilized during TV time-outs.

(i) During the regular season, at the end of the five minute overtime period in
a tied game and prior to the commencement of the shootout, the entire
ice surface shall be shoveled by arena personnel utilizing the same
procedures as are utilized during TV time-outs.

(iv) During overtime in the playoffs, the procedure outlined in (i) above will
take place at the first stoppage of play at or following the 10:00 mark of
the period. This will occur regardless as to whether or not an icing has
occurred or a penalty for either team is in effect.

Specific and technical guidelines for the above procedures are
available from the NHL Hockey Operations Department and are
distributed when updated to the arena managers as required.

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
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SECTION 1 — PLAYING AREA

Rule 2 — Goal Posts and Nets

2.1 Goal Posts - The goal posts shall be kept in position by means of
flexible pegs affixed in the ice or floor. The flexible pegs shall be ten
inches (10") in length and yellow in color.

The goal posts shall be of approved design and material,
extending vertically four feet (4') above the surface of the ice and set
six feet (6') apart measured from the inside of the posts. A crossbar of
the same material as the goal posts shall extend from the top of one
post to the top of the other. See diagram on page v preceding table of
contents.

The goal posts and crossbar shall be painted in red and all other
exterior surfaces shall be painted in white.

2.2 Nets - There shall be attached to each goal frame a net of approved
design made of white nylon cord which shall be draped in such a
manner as to prevent the puck coming to rest on the outside of it, yet
strung in a manner that will keep the puck in the net.

A skirt of heavy white nylon fabric or heavyweight white canvas
shall be laced around the base plate of the goal frame in such a way
as to protect the net from being cut or broken. This protective padding
must be attached in a manner that will not restrict the puck from
completely crossing the goal line. This padding must be set back six
inches (6") from the inside of the goal post. This skirt shall not project
more than one inch (1") above the base plate.

The frame of the goal shall be draped with a nylon mesh net so as
to completely enclose the back of the frame. The knotless nylon
netting shall be made of heat set, resin treatment twine (0.197 inch (5
mm) diameter) or equivalent braided twine of multifilament white nylon
with an appropriate break strength of 550 to 600 pounds (250-275
kilograms). The size of the mesh shall be two and one-half inches
(2'2") (inside measurement) from each knot to each diagonal knot
when fully stretched. The net shall be laced to the frame with medium
white nylon cord no smaller in size than No. 21.

The thin nylon mesh netting on the top of the goal frame shall be
white 12 ply, four braid construction and 62 mm inside to inside
mesh. This netting will be attached with 2.2 mm clear coated white
twine of Dynemma braided construction.

Rule 3 — Benches

3.1 Players’ Benches - Each rink shall be provided with seats or benches
for the use of players of both teams. The accommodations provided,
including benches and doors, MUST be uniform for both teams. Such
seats or benches shall have accommodation for at least fourteen (14)
persons of each team. The benches shall be placed immediately
alongside the ice as near to the center of the rink as possible. Two
doors for each bench must be uniform in location and size and as
convenient to the dressing rooms as possible.

Each players’ bench should be twenty-four feet (24') in length and
when situated in the spectator area, shall be separated from the
spectators by a protective glass so as to afford the necessary
protection for the players. The players’ benches shall be on the same
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SECTION 1 - PLAYING AREA

side of the playing surface opposite the penalty bench and should be
separated by a substantial distance, if possible.

Each players’ bench shall have two doors which must be uniform
in location and size. (“Mirrored image benches”) All doors opening to
the playing surface shall be constructed so that they swing inward.

3.2 Penalty Bench - Each rink must be provided with benches or seats to
be known as the “PENALTY BENCH.” These benches or seats must
be capable of accommodating a total of ten persons including the Off-
Ice Officials. Separate penalty benches shall be provided for each
Team and they shall be situated on opposite sides of the
Timekeeper's area, directly across the ice from the players’ benches.
The penalty bench(es) must be situated in the neutral zone.

Each Penalty Bench shall be protected from the spectator area by
means of a glass partition which shall not be less than five feet (5')
above the height of the boards.

Rule 4 - Signal and Timing Devices

4.1 Signal Devices - Each rink must be provided with a suitable sound
device that will sound automatically at the conclusion of each period of
play. Should the sound device fail to sound automatically when time
expires, the determining factor as to whether or not the period has
ended shall be the game clock.

Behind each goal, electrical lights shall be set up. A red light will
signify the scoring of a goal and a green light will signify the end of a
period or a game.

A goal cannot be scored when a green light is showing.

Alight, normally red in color, will be situated at or near the
Timekeeper's Bench and will be illuminated when a commercial time-
outis in progress. This light will be extinguished when the commercial
time-out is complete to indicate to the teams and the officials that play
may resume. This light is controlled by an authorized National Hockey
League Commercial Coordinator.

4.2 Timing Devices - Each rink shall be provided with some form of
electronic clock for the purpose of keeping the spectators, players and
game officials accurately informed as to all time elements at all stages
of the game including the time remaining to be played in any period
and the time remaining to be served by at least five penalized players
on each Team.

Time recording for both game time and penalty time shall show
time remaining to be played or served.

The game time clock shall measure the time remaining in tenths of
a second during the last minute of each period.
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SECTION 2 - TEAMS

SECTION 2 - TEAMS

Rule 5 — Team

5.1 Eligible Players - A team shall be composed of twenty (20) players
(eighteen (18) skaters and two (2) goalkeepers) who shall be under
contract to the Club they represent. For the purposes of these playing
rules, any reference to “player” shall refer to both skaters and
goalkeepers. Any reference to “goalkeeper” shall mean that the
section of the rule is specific to goalkeepers.

It is the policy of the National Hockey League that the Manager or
Coach of the visiting team submit, using the NHL Game Line-up
Management application, a list of eligible players within five (5)
minutes of the completion of the warm-up (twenty (20) minutes prior to
face-off).

Should technology or connectivity challenges render the Game
Line-up Management app unusable, the Manager or Coach shall
submit the game line-up on the paper Club Playing Roster form to the
NHL representative assigned to the club dressing room within the time
parameters outline in this rule. Once submitted, no change shall be
permitted to the list after the commencement of the game.

Prior to the game, if an official (on-ice or off-ice) notices that a
player is in uniform but has not been included on the submitted line-
up, the Referee shall bring this to the attention of the offending team
so that the necessary correction can be made to the Official Game
Report with no penalty assessed.

5.2 Ineligible Player - Only players on the submitted line-up before the
game may participate in the game. The determining factor when
considering whether or not a player is eligible is that the player's
name, and not necessarily the player's number, must be correctly
listed by the Manager or Coach of that team.

Whenever an ineligible player is identified to the Referee, the
ineligible player will be removed from the game and the Club shall not
be able to substitute another player from its roster. No additional
penalties are to be assessed but a report of the incident must be
submitted to the Commissioner. For an ineligible goalkeeper, see 5.3.

If a goal is scored when an ineligible player is on the ice (whether
he was involved in the scoring or not), the goal will be disallowed. This
only applies to the goal scored at the stoppage of play whereby the
player was deemed to be ineligible. All other goals scored previously
by the ineligible player's team (with him on the ice or not) shall be
allowed. The ineligible player will be removed from the game and the
Club shall not be able to substitute another player from its roster. No
additional penalties are to be assessed but a report of the incident
must be submitted to the Commissioner.

5.3 Goalkeeper - Each team shall be allowed one goalkeeper on the ice
at one time. The goalkeeper may be removed and another skater
substituted. Such substitute shall not be permitted the privileges of the
goalkeeper.

Each team shall have on its bench, or on a chair inmediately
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beside the bench (or nearby), a substitute goalkeeper who shall, at all
times, be fully equipped and ready to play.

Except when both goalkeepers are incapacitated, no skater on the
playing roster in the game shall be permitted to wear the equipment of
the goalkeeper.

In regular League and Playoff games, if both listed goalkeepers
are incapacitated, that team shall be entitled to dress and play any
goalkeeper who is eligible. In the event that the two regular
goalkeepers are injured or incapacitated in quick succession, the third
goalkeeper shall be provided with a reasonable amount of time to get
dressed, in addition to a two-minute warm-up (except when he enters
the game to defend against a penalty shot). If, however, the third
goalkeeper is dressed and on the bench when the second goalkeeper
becomes incapacitated, the third goalkeeper shall enter the game
immediately and no warm-up is permitted.

When a goalkeeper is removed from the game for mandatory
medical evaluation/injury, the replacement goalkeeper may be
afforded a brief warm-up.

The recalling of minor league goalkeepers (as a result of
suspensions incurred to both goalkeepers under Rule 11 -
Goalkeeper's Equipment) to ensure a complete lineup for subsequent
games shall be deemed to be an emergency recall and subject to the
twenty-three (23) man roster limitations.

54 Coaches and Team Personnel - Only players in uniform and non-
playing team personnel duly registered on the Roster Sheet as the
Manager, Coach(es), Trainer, Equipment Manager, etc. shall be
permitted to occupy the benches.

Rule 6 — Captain and Alternate Captains

6.1 Captain - One Captain shall be appointed by each team, and he
alone shall have the privilege of discussing with the Referee any
questions relating to interpretation of rules which may arise during the
progress of a game. He shall wear the letter “C,” approximately three
inches (3") in height and in contrasting color, in a conspicuous
position on the front of his sweater. No co-Captains are permitted.
Either one Captain and no more than two Alternate Captains, or no
Captain and no more than three Alternate Captains are permitted (see
6.2).

Only the Captain, when invited to do so by the Referee, shall have
the privilege of discussing any point relating to the interpretation of
rules. Any Captain, Alternate Captain or any player who comes off the
bench and makes any protest or intervention with the officials for any
purpose shall be assessed a minor penalty for unsportsmanlike
conduct under Rule 39 — Abuse of Officials. Should this protest
continue, he may be assessed a misconduct penalty, and if it further
continues, a game misconduct penalty shall be assessed.

A complaint about a penalty is NOT a matter “relating to the
interpretation of the rules” and a minor penalty shall be imposed
against any Captain, Alternate Captain or any other player making
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such a complaint.

Itis the policy of the National Hockey League that each respective
team must submit the name of the Captain and Alternate Captains in
the game line-up submission.

No playing Coach or playing Manager or goalkeeper shall be
permitted to act as Captain or Alternate Captain.

6.2 Alternate Captains - If the Captain is not on the ice, an Alternate
Captain on the ice shall be accorded the privileges of the Captain.
Alternate Captains shall wear the letter “A” approximately three inches
(3") in height and in contrasting color, in a conspicuous position on the
front of their sweaters.

Only when the Captain is not in uniform (or if there is no Captain),
the Coach shall have the right to designate three Alternate Captains.
This must be done prior to the start of the game.

Rule 7 — Starting Line-up

7.1 Starting Line-up - Prior to the start of the game, with the submission
of the game line-up, the Manager or Coach of the visiting team is
required to name the starting line-up.

Prior to the start of the game, the Manager or Coach of the home
team, having been advised of the names of the starting line-up of the
visiting team, shall name the starting line-up of the home team.

No change in the starting line-up of either team as indicated in the
submitted line-up, or in the playing line-up on the ice, can be made
unless reviewed and approved by the Referee prior to the start of the
game.

7.2 Violation - For an infraction of this rule, a bench minor penalty shall
be imposed upon the offending team. This is an appeal play and must
be brought to the Referee’s attention prior to the second face-off in the
game. There is no penalty to the requesting team if their appeal is
unsustained. The determining factor is the player or goalkeeper's
name, and not necessarily the player or goalkeeper's number, must
be correctly listed by the team.

In the event a team scores on the first shift of the game, and it is
brought to the attention of the Referee by the opposing team that the
team that scored did not have the correct starting line-up on the ice,
the goal shall be allowed and a bench minor penalty assessed to the
offending team for having an improper starting line-up. If the team that
scores a goal on the first shift of the game challenges the starting line-
up of the opposing team and the opposing team did not have the
correct starting line-up, the scoring of the goal would nullify the bench
minor penalty and no further penalties would be assessed.

Rule 8 - Injured Players
8.1 Injured Player - When a player is injured or compelled to leave the
ice during a game, he may retire from the game and be replaced by a
substitute, but play must continue without the teams leaving the ice.
During the play, if an injured player wishes to retire from the ice
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and be replaced by a substitute, he must do so at the players’ bench
and not through any other exit leading from the rink. This is not a legal
player change and therefore when a violation occurs, a bench minor
penalty shall be imposed.

If a penalized player has been injured, he may proceed to the
dressing room without taking a seat on the penalty bench. If the
injured player receives a minor penalty, the penalized team shall
immediately put a substitute player on the penalty bench, who shall
serve the penalty until such time as the injured player is able to return
to the game. He would replace his teammate on the penalty bench at
the next stoppage of play. If the injured player receives a major
penalty, the penalized team shall place a substitute player on the
penalty bench before the penalty expires and no other replacement for
the penalized player shall be permitted to enter the game except from
the penalty bench. For violation of this rule, a bench minor penalty
shall be imposed.

Should the injured penalized player who has been replaced on the
penalty bench return to his players’ bench prior to the expiration of his
penalty, he shall not be eligible to play until his penalty has expired.
This includes coincidental penalties when his substitute is still in the
penalty box awaiting a stoppage in play. The injured player must wait
until his substitute has been released from the penalty box before he
is eligible to play. If, however, there is a stoppage of play prior to the
expiration of his penalty, he must then replace his teammate on the
penalty bench and is then eligible to return once his penalty has
expired.

When a player is injured so that he cannot continue play or go to
his bench, the play shall not be stopped until the injured player’s team
has secured control of the puck. If the player's team is in control of the
puck at the time of injury, play shall be stopped immediately unless his
team is in a scoring position.

In the case where it is obvious that a player has sustained a
serious injury, the Referee and/or Linesperson may stop the play
immediately.

When play has been stopped by the Referee or Linesperson due
to an injured player, or whenever an injured player is attended to on
the ice by the Trainer or medical personnel, such player must be
substituted for immediately. This injured player cannot return to the ice
until play has resumed.

When play is stopped for an injured player, the ensuing face-off
shall be conducted at the face-off spot in the zone nearest the location
of the puck when the play was stopped. When the injured player’s
team has control of the puck in the attacking zone, the face-off shall
be conducted at the nearest face-off spot in the neutral zone. When
the injured player is in his defending zone and the attacking team is in
possession of the puck in the attacking zone, the face-off shall be
conducted at the nearest face-off spot in the defending team’s zone.

8.2 Injured Goalkeeper - If a goalkeeper sustains an injury or becomes
ill, he must be ready to resume play immediately or be replaced by a
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substitute goalkeeper and no additional time shall be allowed for the
purpose of enabling the injured or ill goalkeeper to resume his
position. The substitute goalkeeper shall be allowed a two (2) minute
warm-up during all pre-season games. No warm-up shall be permitted
for a substitute goalkeeper in all regular League or Playoff games.

The Referee shall report to the Commissioner for disciplinary
action any delay in making a goalkeeper substitution.

The substitute goalkeeper shall be subject to the regular rules
governing goalkeepers and shall be entitled to the same privileges.

When a substitution for the regular goalkeeper has been made,
such regular goalkeeper shall not resume his position until the next
stoppage of play. For a violation of the rule, a minor penalty for delay
of game shall be assessed.

When a goalkeeper is removed from the game for mandatory
medical evaluation/injury, the replacement goalkeeper may be
afforded a brief warm-up.

When play has been stopped by the Referee or Linesperson due
to an injured goalkeeper, such goalkeeper must be substituted for only
if he has to proceed to the players’ bench to receive medical attention.
If the Trainer has come onto the ice to attend to the goalkeeper and
there is no undue delay, the goalkeeper may remain in the game.
However, no additional time shall be permitted by the Referee for the
purpose of enabling the injured goalkeeper to resume his position (i.e.
no warm-up).

8.3 Blood - A player who is bleeding or who has visible blood on his
equipment or body shall be ruled off the ice at the next stoppage of
play. Such player shall not be permitted to return to play until the
bleeding has been stopped and the cut or abrasion covered (if
necessary). Itis required that any affected equipment and/or uniform
be properly decontaminated or exchanged.
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Rule 9 - Uniforms

9.1 Team Uniform — All players shall be dressed uniformly with approved
design and color of their helmets, sweaters, short pants, stockings
and skates.

Altered uniforms of any kind, i.e. Velcro inserts, over-sized jerseys,
altered collars, etc., will not be permitted. Any player or goalkeeper
not complying with this rule shall not be permitted to participate in the
game. For violations, refer to 9.5.

Each member Club shall design and wear distinctive and
contrasting uniforms for their home and road games, no parts of which
shall be interchangeable except the pants. Any concerns regarding
uniforms (including the goalkeeper) shall be reported by the Referee
to the NHL Hockey Operations Department.

Refer to the Uniform Guidelines poster distributed to all NHL
Clubs.

9.2 Numbers - Each player listed in the line-up shall wear an individual
identifying number at least ten inches (10") high on the back of his
sweater. Sweater numbers such as 00, ¥ (fractions), .05 (decimals),
101 (three digit) are not permitted. In addition, each player shall wear
his surname in full, in block letters three inches (3") high, across the
back of his sweater at shoulder height.

9.3 Player’s Jersey — (see 9.4 for goalkeeper) The maximum jersey size
is (see diagram).

With gusset
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* C,E an D are average measurement from sampling. Use
for reference only . There are not pattern measurement.

No inserts or additions are to be added to the standard players’
jersey as produced by the manufacturer. (Modifications at the
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manufacturer are not allowed unless approved in advance by the
League)

No alteration of the neck opening is permitted.
Sleeves must extend into the cuff of the glove.
Jerseys must be “tied down” properly at all times.
9.4 Goalkeeper’s Jersey — The maximum jersey size is (see diagram).

With gusset.
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* C,E are average measurement from sampling. Use
for reference only . There are not pattern measurement.

No inserts or additions are to be added to the standard
goalkeeper-cut jersey as produced by the manufacturer. Modifications
at the manufacturer are not allowed unless approved in advance by
the League.

No “tying down” of the sweater is allowed at the wrists if it creates
a tension across the jersey such that a “webbing effect” is created in
the armpit area.

No other tie downs are allowed that create a “webbing effect.”

The length of a jersey is illegal if it covers any area between the
goalkeeper’s legs.

9.5 Protective Equipment - All protective equipment, except gloves,
headgear, neck protection, and goalkeepers’ leg pads must be worn
under the uniform. Should it be brought to the attention of the Referee
that a player is wearing, for example, an elbow pad that is not covered
by his jersey, he shall instruct the player to cover up the pad and a
second violation by the same player would result in a minor penalty
being assessed.
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Whenever it is deemed by the Referee that a player is wearing any
equipment that does not meet with League regulations, he shall
instruct the player to change or remove the piece of equipment. If the
player refuses he shall be assessed a minor penalty for delay of game
and if he returns to the ice without making the change he shall be
assessed a misconduct penalty. Should this happen a third time, the
player shall be assessed a game misconduct penalty.

All player pants must be worn in a uniform fashion by all players.
The pants must be one consistent color around and throughout the leg
of the pant. Pant legs are not to be ripped, cut, or torn in the leg/thigh
area.

9.6 Helmets - All players shall wear a helmet of design, material and
construction approved by the League while participating in the game,
either on the playing surface or the players’ or penalty benches.

It is mandatory for all players who entered the NHL beginning with
the 2019-2020 season or later to wear their helmet during pre-game
warm-up. To be clear, all players who entered the League prior to the
2019-2020 season and who are currently playing are exempt from this
mandate.

A player on the ice whose helmet comes off during play shall be
assessed a minor penalty if he does not exit the playing surface, or
retrieve and replace-his helmet properly on his head (with or without
his chin strap fastened), within a reasonable period of time. Itis
reasonable if a player who is making a play on the puck or who is in
the vicinity of the puck and engaged in the play at the time his helmet
comes off, takes the opportunity to complete the play before either
exiting the ice or retrieving and replacing his helmet.

If the player returns to his players’ bench to be substituted for, he
may only return to the ice during play with a helmet (with the chin
strap properly fastened). No player may exit the penalty bench during
play without a helmet (with the chin strap properly fastened). Should
he do so, the play shall be stopped once his team has gained control
of the puck and a minor penalty shall be assessed to the offending
player.

A player who intentionally removes an opponent’s helmet during
play shall be assessed a minor penalty for roughing (See Rule 51).

When a goalkeeper has lost his helmet and/or face mask and his
team has control of the puck, play shall be stopped immediately to
allow the goalkeeper the opportunity to regain his helmet and/or face
mask. When the opposing team has control of the puck, play shall
only be stopped if there is no immediate and impending scoring
opportunity. This stoppage of play must be made by the Referee.
When play is stopped because the goalkeeper has lost his helmet
and/or face mask, the ensuing face-off shall take place at one of the
defending team’s end zone face-off spots.

When a goalkeeper deliberately removes his helmet and/or face
mask in order to secure a stoppage of play, the Referee shall stop
play as outlined above and assess the goalkeeper a minor penalty for
delay of game. If the goalkeeper deliberately removes his helmet
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and/or face mask when the opposing team is on a breakaway, during
the course of a penalty shot or shootout attempt, the Referee shall
stop play and award a goal to the non-offending team.

9.7 Visors - Beginning with the 2013-2014 season, all players who have
fewer than 25 games of NHL experience must wear a visor properly
affixed to their helmet. Visors are to be affixed to the helmets in such
a fashion as to ensure adequate eye protection.

9.8 Neck Protection — Beginning in the 2026-2027 season, players
(including goalkeepers) who have zero games of NHL experience
must wear cut resistant protection on the neck area with a minimum
cut level protections score of A5, in accordance with the ANSI/ISEA
standard.

Neck protection must be used in the manner it was intended. No
modifications such as rolling, taping, cutting, etc., will be permitted.
Neck protection must be worn in all games including during pre-game
warm-up

9.9 Dangerous Equipment - The use of pads or protectors made of
metal, or of any other material likely to cause injury to an opposing
player is prohibited. Referees have the authority to prohibit any
equipment they feel may cause injury to any participant in the game.
Failure to comply with the Referees’ instructions shall result in a minor
penalty for delay of game.

A mask or protector of a design approved by the League may be
worn by a player who has sustained a facial injury.

In the first instance, the injured player shall be entitled to wear any
protective device prescribed by the Club doctor. If any opposing Club
objects to the device, it may record its objection with the
Commissioner.

In cases where a stick may have been modified and it is evident
that the edges have not been beveled, the Referee shall deem the
stick to be dangerous equipment and removed from the game until the
edges can be beveled sufficiently. No penalty is to be assessed
unless the player returns to the ice with the unmodified stick, in which
case he will be assessed a minor penalty for delay of game.

Rule 10 - Sticks

10.1 Player’s Stick — (see 10.2 for goalkeeper) The sticks shall be made
of wood or other material approved by the League, and must not have
any projections. Adhesive tape of any color may be wrapped around
the stick at any place for the purpose of reinforcement or to improve
control of the puck.

No stick shall exceed sixty-three inches (63") in length from the
heel to the end of the shaft nor more than twelve and one-half inches
(12/2") from the heel to the end of the blade.

Requests for an exception to the length of the shaft (only) may be
submitted in writing to and must be approved by the Hockey
Operations Department prior to any such stick being used. Only
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players 6'6” tall or more will be considered for exception. Maximum
length of a stick granted an exception under this rule is sixty-five
inches (65).

The blade of the stick shall not be more than three inches (3") in
width at any point between the heel and %" in from the mid-point of
the tip of the blade, nor less than two inches (2"). All edges of the
blade shall be beveled (see 9.8). The curvature of the blade of the
stick shall be restricted in such a way that the distance of a
perpendicular line measured from a straight line drawn from any point
at the heel to the end of the blade to the point of maximum curvature
shall not exceed three-quarters of an inch (3/4").

4

Minimum 2"
Maximum 3"

|._1z*/z" _,‘T o
3fa"

!

STICK MEASUREMENTS / 4

10.2 Goalkeeper’s Stick - In the case of a goalkeeper’s stick, there shall
be a knob of white tape or other protective material approved by the
League. This knob must not be less than one-half inch ('/,") thick at
the top of the shaft.

Failure to comply with this provision of the rule will result in the
goalkeeper’s stick being deemed unfit for play. The goalkeeper’s stick
must be changed without the assessment of a minor penalty.

The blade of the goalkeeper’s stick shall not exceed three and
one-half inches (31/") in width at any point except at the heel, where it
must not exceed four and one-half inches (41/,") in width; nor shall the
goalkeeper's stick exceed fifteen and one-half inches (15'/2") in length
from the heel to the end of the blade.

There is to be no measurement of any goalkeeper's stick during
the course of the game. The League’s Hockey Operations
Department is specifically authorized to make a check of all
goalkeepers’ sticks to ensure the compliance with the rule. It shall
report its findings to the Commissioner for his disciplinary action (see
11.9).

The widened portion of the goalkeeper's stick extending up the
shaft from the blade shall not extend more than twenty-six inches
(26") from the heel and shall not exceed three and one-half inches
(314") in width.
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I

T

GOALKEEPERS’ STICK MEASUREMENTS

Requests for an exemption to the length of the paddle (only) may
be submitted in writing to and must be approved by the Hockey
Operations Department prior to any stick being approved. Only
players 6'6” tall or more will be considered for exemption. Maximum
length of a stick paddle granted an exception under this rule is twenty-
six inches (26”).

10.3 Broken Stick — Player - A broken stick is one which, in the opinion of
the Referee, is unfit for normal play.

A player without a stick may participate in the game. A player
whose stick is broken may participate in the game provided he drops
the broken stick. A minor penalty shall be imposed for an infraction of
this rule.

A player who has lost or broken his stick may receive a
replacement stick by having one handed to him from his own players’
bench, by having one handed to him by a teammate on the ice or by
picking up his own unbroken stick or that of a teammate from the ice.
A player will be penalized if he throws or shoots a stick to a teammate
on the ice, or if he picks up and plays with an opponent’s stick. A
player may not participate in the play using a goalkeeper's stick. A
minor penalty shall be imposed for an infraction of this rule.

A player using a stick thrown on the ice from the players’ or
penalty bench will not receive a penalty. However, the person
responsible for throwing the stick will receive a bench minor penalty.

10.4 Broken Stick — Goalkeeper - A goalkeeper may continue to play with
a broken stick until a stoppage of play or until he has one legally
provided to him by a teammate. The teammate cannot throw or shoot
it to the goalkeeper (this includes situations where the goalkeeper has
lost his stick and a teammate is trying to return it to him). For a
violation of this rule, a minor penalty for throwing the stick shall be
assessed to the offending player (no penalty to the goalkeeper for
receiving the stick).

A goalkeeper whose stick is broken or illegal may not go to the
players’ bench for a replacement but must receive his stick from a
teammate. A goalkeeper may participate in the play using a skater’s
stick until such time as he is legally provided with a replacement
goalkeeper's stick.

For an infraction of this rule, a minor penalty shall be imposed on
the goalkeeper.
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10.5 Stick Measurement - A request for a stick measurement shall be
limited to one request per team during the course of any stoppage in
play.

When a formal complaint is made by the Captain or Alternate
Captain of a team, against the dimensions of an opponent's stick, that
opponent must be on the ice at the time the request is made to the
Referee. Once the request is made, and as long as the Officials
maintain visual contact with the stick, it can be measured. This means
that if the player whose stick is about to be measured steps off the ice
onto his players’ bench, his stick may still be measured provided the
request was received prior to him leaving the ice surface and the stick
remains in the view of at least one of the on-ice Officials.

The Referee shall take the stick to the penalty bench where the
necessary measurement shall be made immediately. Players on both
teams shall retire to their respective benches. To measure the
curvature of the blade of the stick, the Referee must draw an
imaginary line along the outside of the shaft to the bottom of the blade
and then along the bottom of the blade - this will determine the
location of the heel. Using a League-approved measuring gauge, the
Referee shall secure the gauge at the heel of the stick and measure
the curvature of the blade from the heel to any point along the toe of
the blade. To measure any other dimension of the stick, the Referee
shall use a measuring tape.

The result shall be reported to the Penalty Timekeeper, who shall
record it on the Penalty Record form. The Referee will convey the
result of the measurement to the Captain or Alternate Captain of the
team whose stick was measured. If the stick proves to be illegal, the
stick shall remain at the penalty bench until the end of the game.

A player whose stick has been measured and it is found not to
conform to the rule shall be assessed a minor penalty and a fine of
two hundred dollars ($200). For a second offense in the same season,
the player shall (in addition to the minor penalty) be fined one
thousand dollars ($1000). For a third offense in the same season, the
player shall (in addition to the minor penalty) be assessed a game
misconduct and an automatic one game suspension. For all additional
violations in the same season, the automatic suspension to the player
shall (in addition to the minor penalty and game misconduct assessed
during the game) double for each subsequent violation of this rule (i.e.
first suspension - one game, second suspension - two games, third
suspension — four games etc.)

If the complaint is not sustained, a bench minor penalty shall be
imposed against the complaining Club.

A player who participates in the play (i.e. checks or prevents the
movement of an opponent or who plays the puck) while carrying two
sticks (including while taking a replacement stick to his goalkeeper)
shall incur a minor penalty under this rule. The automatic fine of two
hundred dollars ($200) shall not be imposed. If this participation
causes an infraction resulting in a penalty, the Referee shall report the
incident to the Commissioner for disciplinary action.
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A request for a stick measurement in regular playing time is
permitted, including after the scoring of a goal, however, a goal cannot
be disallowed as a result of the measurement. A request for a stick
measurement following a goal in overtime (including one scored on a
penalty shot in overtime) is not permitted. Stick measurements prior to
or during the shootout are permitted, subject to the guidelines outlined
in10.7.

Any player who deliberately breaks his stick or who refuses to
surrender his stick for measurement when requested to do so by the
Referee shall be assessed a minor penalty plus a ten-minute (10)
misconduct. In addition, this player or goalkeeper shall be subject to a
two hundred dollar ($200) fine.

10.6 Stick Measurement - Prior to Penalty Shot — A stick measurement
request may be made prior to a penalty shot following these guidelines:

First Stick

If the stick is “legal” the complaining Club is assessed a bench
minor penalty, and a player is placed in the penalty box immediately.
Regardless as to the result of the shot, the bench minor penalty is
assessed and served.

If the stick is “illegal” the player will be assessed a minor penalty.
He will be ordered to obtain a new (second) stick prior to the shot.
After he takes the shot he will be required to serve his penalty.

Second stick

The player will be told that the second stick will be measured prior to
the shot to verify the legality of the stick.

If the second stick is “legal”, proceed with the shot.

If second stick is “illegal’, disallow the opportunity for the shot and
assess one minor penalty for the first illegal stick.

If the player refuses to surrender his stick for measurement, the
shot shall not be permitted and the player shall be assessed a
misconduct penalty.

10.7 Stick Measurement - Prior to Shootout Attempt — A stick
measurement request must be made prior to the Referee blowing his
whistle to begin the shootout attempt.

If the stick is “legal” the complaining Club forfeits their next
shootout attempt. In addition, the complaining Club’s Coach shall be
fined one thousand dollars ($1000) and the Club shall be fined five
thousand dollars ($5000). Their next shootout attempt would be
recorded as “no goal”.

If the stick is “illegal’, the offending team forfeits that shootout
attempt by that player, and the player becomes ineligible to participate
in the shootout. In addition, the player is fined one thousand dollars
($1000) and his Club is fined five thousand dollars ($5000). This
shootout attempt would be recorded as “no goal”.

Stick measurement violations during the shootout shall not be
subject to the fines and suspensions outlined in 10.5.

10.8 lllegal Stick — An illegal stick is defined as one that, following a
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measurement, is deemed not conforming to league rules. Anillegal
stick is also defined as one when a player has not been legally
handed one by his players’ bench or from a teammate. And finally, an
illegal stick is anytime a player on the ice attempts to play the game
with an opponent’s stick.

Rule 11 - Goalkeeper’s Equipment

11.1 Goalkeeper’s Equipment - With the exception of skates and stick, all
the equipment worn by the goalkeeper must be constructed solely for
the purpose of protection, and he must not wear any garment or use
any contrivance which would give him undue assistance in keeping
goal.

The Hockey Operations Department is specifically authorized to
make a check of each teams’ equipment (including goalkeepers”
sticks) to ensure the compliance with the rule. It shall report its
findings to the Commissioner for his disciplinary action.

11.2 Leg Pads — The leg pads worn by goalkeepers shall not exceed
eleven inches (11") in extreme width when on the leg of the player.
Each goalkeeper must wear pads that are anatomically proportional
and size specific based on the individual physical characteristics of
that goalkeeper. The Hockey Operations Department will have the
complete discretion to determine the maximum height of each
goalkeeper's pads based on measurements obtained by the Hockey
Operations Department, which will include the floor to center of knee
and center of knee to pelvis measurements. Each goalkeeper will be
given a Limiting Distance Size based on these measurements. The
Limiting Distance Size will be the sum of the floor to knee and 45% of
the knee to pelvis measurements plus a four inch (4”) allowance for
the height of the skate. The Limiting Distance Size is a vertical
measurement from the playing surface and will be measured with the
Limiting Distance Gauge when inspected at the clearing house phase
and during any spot checks to ensure compliance. Any pads deemed
too large for a goalkeeper will be considered illegal equipment for that
goalkeeper, regardless of whether or not they would have fallen within
previous equipment maximums. The minimum length of the boot of
the pad is to be no less than seven inches (7"). The goal pad must
have a defined boot channel with no inserts. The channel must be big
enough so that the skate slots into it and is not resting on the pad. No
attachments such as plastic puck foils are permitted. Pads can only
be ten and one-half inches (10/2") deep. The measurement will be
taken from the front face of the pad to the last edge of the inner knee
protection.

Calf-wing protectors cannot be attached to the five-hole or the five-
hole seam. Calf-wings must be inset one-half inch (/") from the
inside five-hole, creating a distinct edge, and attached to the back
cover. Calf-wing protectors must be one piece and cannot include
wedges (removable or non-removable). Calf-wing protectors may be
flat for five and one-half inches (5'/2") before contouring to the shape
of the leg. Calf-wing protectors must contour and cannot be visible to
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the shooter when strapped to the goalkeeper's leg. Calf-wing
protectors may not exceed one inch (1”) in thickness. Calf-wing
protector straps must run through or wrap around so the calf protector
follows the contour of the goalkeeper’s leg even if the straps are worn
loosely. No zippers, Velcro, or Velcro attachments are allowed.

The knee strap pad is not to exceed six inches (6") in length by
five and one-half inches (5'/2") in width. The knee strap pad must be
fastened to the inner risers/lits The inner knee risers are not to
exceed seven inches (7”) in length by five and one-half inches (5'/2")
in width. The length of seven inches (7”) is measured from where the
inner padding attaches to the leg pad and back to the end of the inner
padding. The total measurement of the entire inner knee padding (pad
risers) including the outer knee strap pad must not exceed two and
one-half inches (2'/2") in thickness and will be measured when non-
compressed. Knee strap pads and riser/lifts must have a one inch (17)
radius (rounded) on the top edge. Knee straps must wrap around the
knee build-ups and cannot come out behind or through knee build-
ups. Medial rolls (raised seam ridges) will not be permitted. All knee
protection attached to the leg pad must be worn under the thigh guard
of the pant.

11.3 Chest and Arm Pads — The chest and arm protector worn by each
goalkeeper must be anatomically proportional and size specific based
on the individual physical characteristics of that goalkeeper.

No raised ridges are allowed on the front edges or sides of the
chest pad, the inside or outside of the arms, or across the shoulders.
Layering at the lateral edge of the torso is permitted to add rib
protection, however, said thickness shall not exceed the thickness of
the blocks on the front of the chest and, provided further, that the flank
protection must wrap around the contour of the player’s torso.

Layering at the elbow (“elbow floater”) is permitted to add
protection but not to add stopping area, such that:

On each side, the elbow floaters shalll:

o Not exceed six inches (6”) in width across the front of the
elbow;

o Not exceed seven inches (7”) in depth;

o Have a total length that does not exceed six and one-half
inches (6 %2") when measured from the proximal end of
the biceps segment to the distal end of the forearm
segment;

o Be symmetrically positioned relative to the underlying
elbow.

On each side, the arm protection shall taper such that:
o The upper portion of the bicep pad shall not exceed five
and one-half inches (5 72");
o The lower portion of the bicep pad shall not exceed four
and one-half inches (4 72");
o The upper portion of the forearm pad shall not exceed four
and one-half inches (4 %%"); and
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o The lower portion of the forearm pad shall not exceed four
inches (4").
On each side, the clavicle floaters shall:
o Have a maximum thickness that does not exceed on inch

(1

o Not exceed five and one-half inches (5 %%”) in width when
measured at the widest point of the clavicle/floater pad;

o Not project/extend beyond the lateral edge of the player's
shoulder;

o Not project/extend beyond the armpit at the level of the
axilla;

o Not project/extend beyond the lateral edge of the player's
torso below the level of the chest;

o Not project/extend vertically above the player’s shoulder
more than two inches (2”) when measured at its lateral
edge;

o Not project/extend vertically above the player’s shoulder
more than one and one-half inches (1 %%") when measured
at the midpoint of its width; and

o Not project/extend vertically above the player’s shoulder
more than one-half inch (*2") when measured at its medial
edge.

On each side, the shoulder caps shall:

o Follow the contour of the player’s shoulder without
becoming a projection/extension above the shoulder; and

o Not project/extend laterally beyond the player’s shoulder
more than one and one-half inches (1 2").

The chest and arm pad may not be worn in a manner such that the
unit is forced upward or remains above the goalkeeper’s shoulder
beyond the limits previously defined in this rule when the goalkeeper
drops to a butterfly or kneeling position.

No additional pads, straps, laces or attachments may be added to
the chest and arm pad after it has been inspected and approved by
the Hockey Operations Department. Any alteration requests to the
chest and arm pad must be filed with an application to the Hockey
Operations Department before any modifications or additions are
made.

The Hockey Operations Department will determine the maximum
size for each goalkeeper's chest and arm protector based on
measurements obtained by the Hockey Operations Department, which
will include, but not be limited to, measurements for shoulder width,
torso width/length and arm length. Any chest and arm protector
deemed by the Hockey Operations Department to be too large for a
goalkeeper will be considered illegal equipment for that goalkeeper,
regardless of whether or not it would have fallen within previous
equipment maximums.

11.4 Pants - The pants worn by each goalkeeper must be anatomically
proportional and size-specific based on the individual physical
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characteristics of that goalkeeper.

Each goalkeeper will be assigned a pant size appropriate for their
waist size and based on the following waist circumference
measurement ranges, measured in inches:

32-34.49
34.5-36.49
36.5-38.49
38.5-40.49
40.5+

All measurements made by the Hockey Operations Department
will be at the maximum circumference and/or width of the waist and
thigh/leg opening.

All measurements shall be made with a cloth tape.

The waist on the pant may not exceed 6 inches (6”) in height as
measured from where the waist meets the body of the pant. The inner
circumference of the thigh/leg opening may not exceed thirty-two
inches (32”) in length.

No internal or external padding is permitted on the pant leg or
waist beyond that which is required to provide protection (i.e., no
outside or inside ridges).

No lacing, rib knit, belts or eyelet may be worn in @ manner that
allows for an increase in the waist circumference beyond a reasonable
amount above the goalkeeper’s assigned size.

The thigh guard measurement shall be taken while the goalkeeper
is in an upright standing position and this measurement shall be made
5inches (5") up from the bottom of the pant. If the pant includes groin
and/or hip pads, they must not extend beyond the edge of the front
thigh pad. Groin/hip pads will be included as part of the 9-inch thigh
guard measurement referenced below.

Each thigh guard shall comply with the following:

o A constant outer and inner curvature must be maintained,
and the outer width may not exceed 9 inches (9”) The
curvature depth must be at least four and one-half inches
(4'2") and not greater than five and one-half inches (57%")

o The inner arc length shall be determined by the actual
thigh guard depth and width using the attached formula,
and shall be between fourteen and sixteen inches (14™-16")

o The length of the thigh guard shall be at least eight inches
(8”) and not greater than eleven inches (117)

o The thickness of the thigh guard may not exceed one and
three-eigths inches (13&”) at its widest point

o Padding on the inside or outside thigh cradle may not
exceed one inch (17); it must be attached on the inside of
the curved thigh guard; and it cannot create a seam, ridge,
or extend beyond or increase the width of the curvature of
the thigh guard.
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DEFINING THE CURVATURE
a? + b?
arclength=m —

m=3.142

a = curvature depth
(55" in this example)

b= half outer curvature width
(45" in this example)

5.52 + 4.5
arc length = 3.142 [~

arc length = 15.8 inches

The Hockey Operations Department will determine the maximum
size for each goalkeeper's pant based on measurements obtained by
the Hockey Operations Department, which will include, but not be
limited to, measurements for waist circumference, thigh
circumference, hip circumference, and length of the thigh. Any pant
deemed by the Hockey Operations Department to be not compliant
with this rule will be considered illegal equipment for that goalkeeper,
regardless of whether or not it would have fallen within previous
equipment maximums.

Any alteration request must be filed with an application to the
Hockey Operations Department before any modifications or additions
are made.

11.5 Knee Pads — All knee protection must be strapped and fit under the
thigh pad of the pant leg and not exceed a contoured nine inches (9”),
with no flat surfaces and must not be permanently attached or fixed to
the pants.

Layering at the knee is permitted to add protection but not to add
stopping area. Any layering to protect the knee, whether across the
front or along the sides, shall not exceed nine inches (9”).

This measurement is to be taken while the goalkeeper is in an
upright standing position. In the event a goalkeeper is required to
wear a medical appliance to support the knee, the measurement will
be taken without the goalkeeper wearing the medical appliance.

11.6 Catching Glove — A maximum perimeter of forty-five inches (45") is
permitted. The perimeter of the glove is the distance around the glove
(see measurement procedures below).

The wrist cuff must be four inches (4") in width. The cuff of the
glove is considered to be the portion of the glove protecting the wrist
from the point where the thumb joint meets the wrist. Any protection
joining/enhancing the cuff to the glove will be considered part of the
glove rather than the cuff.
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The wrist cuff is to be a maximum of eight inches (8") in length
(this includes the bindings). All measurements follow the contour of
the cuff.

The distance from the heel of ~.
the glove along the pocket and "7
following the contour of the 4,
inside of the trap of the glove to 4’0,»
the top of the “T” trap must not N
exceed eighteen inches (18").
The heel is considered to be the 47 wIDTH
point at which the straight
vertical line from the cuff meets
the glove (see diagram at right).

Measuring Procedures for Goalkeepers’ Catching Glove

Suggested Equipment - binder clip, pins and a 5/g" fiberglass cloth
measuring tape that measures eighth of an inch.

Procedure:

1) Atthe “starting point” of the
measurement, anchor the tape with a
pin or binder clip.

2)  Ensure that the midpoint line of the measuring tape follows the

outsidg top ridge of the EDGE [Ty
edge/binding. R
3) Ifatthe junction of the cuff and catch Tope

portions of the glove there is a “jagged

point,” the measurement tape will

follow the imaginary perpendicular line LNotch
to the glove ridge above. (A “jagged i

joint” anywhere else on the glove will

not be allowed this “straight line”

privilege, i.e. where the trap joins the main glove).

11.7 Blocking Glove — Protective padding attached to the back or forming
part of the goalkeeper's blocking glove shall not exceed eight inches
(8" in width nor more than fifteen inches (15") in length at any point
(this includes the bindings). All measurements follow the contour of
the back of the glove.

The blocking glove must be rectangular in shape.

The flap protecting the thumb and wrist must be fastened to the
blocker and must follow the contour of the thumb and wrist. This
thumb protection must not exceed seven inches (7") in extreme length
when measured from the top of the blocking surface.

Raised ridges are not to be added to any portion of the blocking
glove.

All goalkeepers must use one of each a blocking glove and
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catching glove, meeting League-approved sizing specifications.

11.8 Masks — Protective masks of a design approved by the League must
be worn by goalkeepers. Protective masks deemed to be worn only to
increase stopping area will be considered illegal.

11.9 League Inspections - These inspections can take place at any time,
before, during, or after any game. A member of the Hockey
Operations, Officiating and/or Security departments may obtain
equipment from any or all of the four participating goalkeepers. This
equipment may be removed to a secure location for measuring.

Any violation of this rule will result in an automatic two (2) game
suspension to the offending goalkeeper. Should both goalkeepers on
a Club have illegal equipment, both will be suspended in sequence.
The goalkeeper who played the day/night of the measurement will be
suspended for the next two (2) games played by his team, and the back-
up goalkeeper will be suspended for the subsequent two (2) games.

A goalkeeper who plays with equipment that has not been
inspected and approved by the Hockey Operations Department, or
who tampers with equipment after it has been inspected and approved
by the Hockey Operations, Officiating and or Security departments will
be suspended for the next two (2) League games, his Club will be
fined $25,000.00 and his Equipment Manager will be fined $1000.00
(to be deducted from his pay), regardless of whether or not such
equipment previously complied with League standards. Each
additional violation will result in all game suspensions and fines being
doubled.

Refusal to submit the equipment for League measurement will
result in the same sanctions as those imposed on a goalkeeper with
illegal equipment.

Any violation of this rule shall be reported to the Club involved and
to the Commissioner of the League.

Rule 12 - lllegal Equipment

12.1 lllegal Equipment - All protective equipment, except gloves,
headgear and goalkeepers’ leg pads must be worn under the uniform.
For violation of this rule, after warning by the Referee, a minor penalty
shall be imposed.

Players violating this rule shall not be permitted to participate in
the game until such equipment has been corrected or removed.

12.2 Gloves - A glove from which all or part of the palm has been removed
or cut to permit the use of the bare hand shall be considered illegal
equipment and if any player wears such a glove in play, a minor
penalty shall be imposed on him.

When a complaint is made under this rule, and such complaint is
not sustained, a bench minor penalty shall be imposed against the
complaining Club for delaying the game.

12.3 Elbow Pads - All elbow pads which do not have a soft protective
outer covering of sponge rubber or similar material at least one-half
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inch (1/2") thick shall be considered dangerous equipment.

12.4 Fair Play - These equipment regulations (Section 3) are written in the
spirit of “fair play.” If at any time the League feels that this spirit is
being abused, the offending equipment will be deemed ineligible for
play until a hearing has ruled on its eligibility.

12.5 League Inspections - The Hockey Operations, Officiating and/or
Security departments are specifically authorized to make a check of
each team'’s equipment to ensure the compliance with this rule. They
shall report their findings to the Commissioner for his disciplinary
action.

Rule 13 - Puck

13.1 Dimensions - The puck shall be made of vulcanized rubber, or other
approved material, one inch (1") thick and three inches (3") in
diameter and shall weigh between five and one-half ounces (5" 0z.)
and six ounces (6 0z.). All pucks used in competition must be
approved by the League.

13.2 Supply - The home team shall be responsible for providing an
adequate supply of official pucks which shall be kept in a frozen
condition. This supply of pucks shall be kept at the penalty bench
under the control of one of the regular Off-Ice Officials or a special
attendant.

13.3 lllegal Puck - If at any time while play is in progress, a puck other
than the one legally in play shall appear on the playing surface, the
play shall not be stopped but shall continue with the legal puck until
the play in progress is completed by change of possession.

Rule 14 - Adjustment to Clothing or Equipment

14.1 Adjustment to Clothing or Equipment - Play shall not be stopped
nor the game delayed by reasons of adjustments to clothing,
equipment, skates or sticks.

The onus of maintaining clothing and equipment in proper
condition shall be upon the player. If adjustments are required, the
player shall leave the ice and play shall continue with a substitute.

No delay shall be permitted for the repair or adjustment of
goalkeeper's equipment. If adjustments are required, the goalkeeper
shall leave the ice and his place shall be taken by the substitute
goalkeeper immediately.
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SECTION 4 - TYPES OF PENALTIES

Rule 15 - Calling of Penalties

15.1 Calling a Penalty - Should an infraction of the rules which would call
for a minor, major, misconduct, game misconduct or match penalty be
committed by a player of the side in control of the puck, the Referee
shall immediately blow his whistle and penalize the offending player.

Should an infraction of the rules which would call for a minor,
major, misconduct, game misconduct or match penalty be committed
by a player of the team not in control of the puck, the Referee shall
raise his arm to signal the delayed calling of a penalty. When the team
to be penalized gains control of the puck, the Referee will blow his
whistle to stop play and impose the penalty on the offending player.

When a player, Trainer, Manager, coach or non-playing Club
personnel is ejected from the game for a violation of the playing rules,
that individual must vacate the players’ bench area and may not, in
any manner, further participate in the game. This includes directing
the team from the spectator area or by radio communications. Any
violations shall be reported to the Commissioner.

Refer to Reference Tables — Table 1 - Summary of Penalties to
Coaches and Non-playing Club Personnel (page 137) for a list of
infractions specific to those individuals.

15.2 Calling a Minor Penalty - Goal Scored - If the penalty to be
imposed is a minor penalty and a goal is scored on the play by the
non-offending side, the minor penalty shall not be imposed but major
and match penalties shall be imposed in the normal manner
regardless of whether or not a goal is scored.

If two or more minor penalties were to be imposed and a goal is
scored on the play by the non-offending side, the Captain of the
offending team shall designate to the Referee which minor
penalty(ies) will be assessed and which minor penalty will be washed
out as a result of the scoring of the goal.

15.3 Calling a Double-minor Penalty — Goal Scored - When the penalty
to be imposed is applicable under Rule 47 for Head-butting or Rule 58
Butt-ending, Rule 60 High-sticking or Rule 62 Spearing, and a goal is
scored, two minutes of the appropriate penalty will be assessed to the
offending player. (This will be announced as a double-minor for the
appropriate infraction and the player will serve two (2) minutes only.)

15.4 Calling a Penalty — Short-handed Team - Goal Scored - If when a
team is “short-handed” by reason of one or more minor or bench
minor penalties, and the Referee signals a further minor penalty or
penalties against the “short-handed” team and a goal is scored by the
non-offending side before the whistle is blown, then the goal shall be
allowed. The penalty or penalties signaled shall be assessed and the
first of the minor penalties already being served shall automatically
terminate under Rule 16 — Minor Penalties. Major and match penalties
shall be imposed in the normal manner regardless of whether or not a
goal is scored.

Should a minor or bench minor penalty be signaled against a team
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already short-handed by reason of a major (or match) penalty, but
before the play can be stopped to assess the minor or bench minor
penalty, and a goal is scored by the non-offending side, the signaled
minor or bench minor penalty shall not be imposed due to the scoring
of the goal.

Should a penalty be signaled against a team already short-handed
by reason of one or more minor or bench minor penalties, and the
signaled penalty would result in the awarding of a penalty shot, but
before the Referee can stop play to award the penalty shot, the non-
offending team scores a goal, then the signaled penalty (that would
have resulted in a penalty shot) shall be assessed as a minor (double-
minor, major or match) penalty and the first of the minor penalties
already being served shall automatically terminate under Rule 16 -
Minor Penalties.

15.5 Face-off Locations — When players are penalized at a stoppage of
play so as to result in one or more penalties being placed on the
penalty time clock to one team, the ensuing face-off shall be
conducted at one of the two face-off spots in the offending team’s end
zone. There are only three (3) exceptions to this application:

() when a penalty is assessed after the scoring of a goal — face-off at center
ice;.

(i) when a penalty is assessed at the end (or start) of a period — face-off at
center ice;

(i) when the defending team is penalized and the attacking players enter the
attacking zone beyond the outer edge of the end zone face-off circle —
face-off in the neutral zone (see Rule 76.2, paragraph 10);

Rule 16 — Minor Penalties

16.1 Minor Penalty - For a minor penalty, any player, other than a
goalkeeper, shall be ruled off the ice for two (2) minutes during which
time no substitute shall be permitted.

16.2 Short-handed - “Short-handed” means that the team is below the
numerical strength of its opponent on the ice at the time the goal is
scored. The minor or bench minor penalty which terminates
automatically is the one with the least amount of time on the clock.
Thus coincident minor penalties to both Teams do not cause either
side to be “short-handed” (see Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties).

If while a team is “short-handed” by one or more minor or bench
minor penalties, the opposing team scores a goal, the first of such
penalties shall automatically terminate.

This rule shall also apply when a goal is awarded.

This rule does not apply when a goal is scored on a penalty shot
(i.e. offending team’s penalized player(s) do not get released on the
scoring of a goal on a penalty shot).

Minor penalty expiration criteria:

(i) Is the team scored against short-handed?

(ii) Is the team scored against serving a minor penalty on the clock?
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If both criteria are satisfied, the minor penalty with the least
amount of time on the clock shall terminate except when coincidental
penalties are being served. Refer to Reference Tables — Table 12 —
Goals Scored Against a Short-handed Team (page 143).

No penalty shall expire when a goal is scored against a team on a
penalty shot.

When the minor penalties of two players of the same team
terminate at the same time, the Captain of that team shall designate to
the Referee which of such players will return to the ice first and the
Referee will instruct the Penalty Timekeeper accordingly.

16.3 Infractions — Refer to Reference Tables — Table 2 — Summary of
Minor Penalties (page 137), for a list of infractions that can result in a
minor penalty being assessed (see specific rule numbers for complete
descriptions).

Rule 17 - Bench Minor Penalties

17.1 Bench Minor Penalty - A bench minor penalty involves the removal
from the ice of one player of the team against which the penalty is
assessed for a period of two (2) minutes. Any player except a
goalkeeper of the team may be designated to serve the penalty by the
Coach through the playing Captain and such player shall take his
place on the penalty bench promptly and serve the penalty as if it was
a minor penalty imposed upon him.

17.2 Short-handed — see 16.2.

17.3 Infractions — Refer to Reference Tables — Table 3 — Summary of
Bench Minor Penalties (page 138) for a list of infractions that can
result in a bench minor penalty being assessed (see specific rule
numbers for complete descriptions).

Rule 18 — Double-minor Penalties

18.1 Double-minor Penalty - For a double-minor penalty, any player,
other than a goalkeeper, shall be ruled off the ice for four (4) minutes
during which time no substitute shall be permitted.

18.2 Short-handed - see 16.2.

When a double-minor penalty has been signaled by the Referee and
the non-offending team scores during the delay, one of the minor
penalties shall be washed out and the penalized player will serve the
remaining two minutes of the double-minor penalty. The penalty will be
announced as a double-minor penalty but only two minutes would be
shown on the penalty time clock.

18.3 Infractions — Refer to Reference Tables — Table 4 — Summary of
Double-minor Penalties (page 139) for a list of infractions that can result
in a double-minor penalty being assessed (see specific rule numbers for
complete descriptions).

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
29

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 4 — TYPES OF PENALTIES

Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties

19.1 Coincidental Minor Penalties - When coincidental minor penalties or
coincidental minor penalties of equal duration are imposed against
players of both teams, the penalized players shall all take their places
on the penalty benches and such penalized players shall not leave the
penalty bench until the first stoppage of play following the expiry of
their respective penalties. Where goalkeepers are involved, refer to
27.1. Immediate substitution shall be made for an equal number of
minor penalties or coincidental minor penalties of equal duration to
each team so penalized and the penalties of the players for which
substitutions have been made shall not be taken into account for the
purpose of the delayed penalty rule (Rule 26 — Delayed Penalties).
This rule only applies when at least one team is already serving a time
penalty in the penalty box that causes them to be short-handed.

When one minor penalty is assessed to one player of each team at
the same stoppage in play, these penalties will be served without
substitution provided there are no other penalties in effect and visible
on the penalty clocks. Both teams will therefore play four skaters
against four skaters for the duration of the minor penalties.

Should one or both of these players (or any other players) also
incur a misconduct penalty in addition to their one minor penalty, this
rule shall apply and the teams would still play four skaters against four
skaters (the player incurring the misconduct penalty would have to
serve the entire 12 minutes — minor plus misconduct — and his team
would have to place an additional player on the penalty bench to serve
the minor penalty and be able to return to the ice when the minor
penalty expires).

When multiple penalties are assessed to both teams, equal
numbers of minor and major penalties shall be eliminated using the
coincidental penalty rule and any differential in time penalties shall be
served in the normal manner and displayed on the penalty time clock
accordingly (see 19.5). If there is no differential in time penalties, all
players will serve their allotted penalty time, but will not be released
until the first stoppage of play following the expiration of their
respective penalties.

For coincidental penalties that carry over into, or are assessed
during regular-season overtime, refer to 84.3, to Reference Tables —
Table 15 — Penalties In Effect Prior to the Start of Overtime — Regular
Season on page 159, and to Reference Tables — Table 16 — Penalties
Assessed in Overtime — Regular Season on page 160.

19.2 Coincidental Major Penalties - When coincidental major penalties or
coincidental penalties of equal duration, including a major and/or a
match penalty, are imposed against players of both teams, the
penalized players shall all take their places on the penalty benches
and such penalized players shall not leave the penalty benches until
the first stoppage of play following the expiry of their respective
penalties. Immediate substitutions shall be made for an equal number
of major penalties, or coincidental penalties of equal duration including
a major penalty to each team so penalized, and the penalties of the
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players for which substitutions have been made shall not be taken into
account for the purpose of the delayed penalty rule, (Rule 26 —
Delayed Penalties). In such situations, if one or both players have
received a game misconduct in addition to their major penalties, no
substitutes are required to take their places on the penalty benches.

19.3 Coincidental Match Penalties - When coincidental match penalties
or coincidental penalties of equal duration, including a major and/or a
match penalty, are imposed against players of both teams, the players
with the match penalties shall be immediately removed from the
game. The remaining penalized players shall not leave the penalty
benches until the first stoppage of play following the expiry of their
respective penalties. Immediate substitutions shall be made for an
equal number of major and/or match penalties, or coincidental
penalties of equal duration including a major or match penalty to each
team so penalized, and the penalties of the players for which
substitutions have been made shall not be taken into account for the
purpose of the delayed penalty rule, (Rule 26 — Delayed Penalties).

19.4 Last Five Minutes and Overtime - During the last five (5) minutes of
regulation time, or at any time in overtime, when a minor penalty (or
double-minor penalty) is assessed to one player of Team A, and a
major (or match) penalty is assessed to one player of Team B at the
same stoppage of play, the three-minute (or one-minute) differential
shall be served immediately as a major penalty. This is also applicable
when coincidental penalties are negated, leaving the aforementioned
examples. In such instances, the team of the player receiving the
major penalty must place the replacement player in the penalty bench
prior to expiration of the penalty. In the case of a match penalty, the
team must place the replacement player in the penalty bench
immediately. The differential will be recorded on the penalty clock as a
three (3) minute or a one (1) minute penalty (as applicable), and
served in the same manner as a major penalty. This rule shall be
applied regardless as to the on-ice strength of the two teams at the
time the above outlined penalties are assessed.

19.5 Applying the Coincidental Penalty Rule — When multiple penalties
are assessed to both teams at the same stoppage of play, the
following rules are to be utilized by the Referees to determine the on-
ice strength for both teams:

(i) Cancel as many major and/or match penalties as possible
(ii) - Cancel as many minor, bench minor and or double-minor penalties as
possible
Refer to Reference Tables - Table 13 — Coincidental Penalties on
page 150.

Rule 20 — Major Penalties

20.1 Major Penalty - For the first major penalty in any one game, the
offender, except the goalkeeper, shall be ruled off the ice for five (5)
minutes during which time no substitute shall be permitted.

When one player receives a major penalty and a minor penalty at
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the same time, the major penalty shall be served first by the penalized
player (or substitute for the goalkeeper), except under Rule 19.2
where coincidental major penalties are in effect, in which case the
minor penalty will be recorded and served first.

20.2 Short-handed - Although a major penalty does cause a team to be
short-handed, the penalized player serving the major penalty does not
leave the penalty bench when the opposing team scores. The player
must wait for the entire major penalty to expire before he is permitted
to exit the penalty bench.

20.3 Substitution — When a player has been assessed a major penalty
and has been removed from the game or is injured, the offending
team does not have to place a substitute player on the penalty bench
immediately, but must do so at a stoppage of play prior to the
expiration of the major penalty. He may then legally exit the penalty
bench when the major penalty has expired. If the player has been
assessed minor penalties in addition to the major penalty that must
also be served on the penalty time clock, the offending team must
place a substitute on the penalty bench immediately.

Failure to place a player on the penalty bench prior to the
expiration of the major penalty will result in that team having to
continue playing one player short (but not officially considered short-
handed) until the next stoppage of play. Any replacement player who
enters the game other than from the penalty bench shall constitute an
illegal substitution under Rule 68 — lllegal Substitution calling for a
bench minor penalty.

Furthermore, if the team fails to place a player on the penalty
bench to return to the ice at the end of the major penalty, they
continued to play short-handed but are not permitted to ice the puck
as they are no longer short-handed by reason of a penalty.

20.4 Automatic Game Misconduct — An automatic game misconduct
shall be applied to any player who has been assessed a third major
penalty in the same game.

An automatic game misconduct shall also be applicable whenever
a player is assessed a major penalty for any of the infractions listed in
the Reference Tables — Table 5 — Summary of Major Penalties (page
139). See specific rule numbers for complete descriptions.

When a player has been assessed a major penalty for any of the
infractions listed in the Reference Tables — Table 5 — Summary of
Major Penalties (page 139) and his opponent has suffered an injury to
the face or head, a game misconduct must also be assessed. See
specific rule numbers for complete descriptions.

When a major and automatic game misconduct are assessed, the
player shall be ruled off the ice for the balance of the game, but a
substitute shall be permitted to replace the player so suspended after
five (5) minutes have elapsed.

20.5 Infractions - Refer to the Reference Tables — Table 5 — Summary of
Major Penalties (page 139) for a list of the infractions that can result in
a major penalty being assessed (see specific rule numbers for
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complete descriptions).

20.6 On-Ice Video Review of Major Penalties — Referees shall review all
plays that result in the assessment of any Major Penalty (other than a
Major Penalty for Fighting) for the purpose of confirming (or modifying)
their original call on the ice.

Such reviews will be conducted exclusively by the Referee(s) on
the ice in consultation with other On-Ice Official(s), as appropriate,
using the technology (for example, a handheld tablet or a television or
computer monitor) specified in and provided pursuant to Rule 38.5.

Communication between the Situation Room and the On-Ice
Officials shall include the former Referee and Game Logger in the
Situation Room to ensure the Referee is receiving any and all video
they might request, as well as the appropriate replay angles they may
need to review the penalty call. There shall be no other contact or
consultation between the On-Ice Official(s) and the NHL Situation
Room, or with any other non-game participant.

The Referee shall have the following options after video review of
his own call: (i) confirming his original Major Penalty call; (i) reducing
his original Major Penalty call to a lesser penalty; or (iii) rescinding the
original Major Penalty altogether.

Rule 21 — Match Penalties

21.1 Match Penalty - A match penalty involves the suspension of a player
for the balance of the game and the offender shall be ordered to the
dressing room immediately.

A match penalty shall be imposed on any player who deliberately
attempts to injure or who deliberately injures an opponent in any
manner.

21.2 Short-handed - A substitute player is permitted to replace the
penalized player after five (5) minutes playing time has elapsed.

The match penalty, plus any additional penalties, shall be served
by a player (excluding a goalkeeper) to be designated by the Coach of
the offending team through the playing Captain, such player to take
his place in the penalty box immediately.

For all match penalties, a total of fifteen minutes shall be charged
in the records against the offending player (five minutes on the penalty
clock, plus an additional 10 minutes for being removed from the
game).

In addition to the match penalty, the player shall be automatically
suspended from further competition until the Commissioner has ruled
on the issue. See also Rule 28 — Supplementary Discipline.

21.3 Reports - The Referee is required to report all match penalties and
the surrounding circumstances to the Commissioner of the League
immediately following the game in which they occur.

21.4 Infractions — Refer to the Reference Tables — Table 6 — Summary of

Match Penalties (page 140) for a list of the infractions that can result
in (but not limited to) a match penalty being assessed (see specific
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rule numbers for complete descriptions).

21.5 On-Ice Video Review of Match Penalties — Referees shall review all
plays that result in the assessment of any Match Penalty for the
purpose of confirming (or modifying) their original call on the ice.

Such reviews will be conducted exclusively by the Referee(s) on
the ice in consultation with other On-Ice Official(s), as appropriate,
using the technology (for example, a handheld tablet or a television or
computer monitor) specified in and provided pursuant to Rule 38.5.

Communication between the Situation Room and the On-Ice
Officials shall include the former Referee and Game Logger in the
Situation Room to ensure the Referee is receiving any and all video
they might request, as well as the appropriate replay angles they may
need to review the penalty call. There shall be no other contact or
consultation between the On-Ice Official(s) and the NHL Situation
Room, or with any other non-game participant.

Following video review, the Referee shall have the following
options: (i) confirm the original Match Penalty call; (i) reduce the
Match Penalty call to a lesser penalty; or (jii) rescind the Match
Penalty altogether.

Rule 22 — Misconduct Penalties

22.1 Misconduct Penalty - In the event of misconduct penalties to any
players except the goalkeeper, the players shall be ruled off the ice for
a period of ten (10) minutes each. A substitute player is permitted to
immediately replace a player serving a misconduct penalty. A player
whose misconduct penalty has expired shall remain in the penalty box
until the next stoppage of play.

22.2 Misconduct Penalty - Goalkeeper - Should a goalkeeper on the ice
incur a misconduct penalty, this penalty shall be served by another
member of his team who was on the ice when the play is stopped and
the penalty assessed. This player is to be designated by the Coach of
the offending team through the Captain.

22.3 Short-handed - A player receiving a misconduct penalty does not
cause his team to play short-handed unless he also receives a minor,
major or match penalty in addition to the misconduct penalty.

When a player receives a minor penalty and a misconduct penalty
at the same time, the penalized team shall immediately put a
substitute player on the penalty bench and he shall serve the minor
penalty without change. Should the opposing team score during the
time the minor penalty is being served, the minor penalty shall
terminate (unless 15.4 is applicable) and the misconduct to the
originally penalized player shall start immediately.

When a player receives a major penalty and a misconduct penalty
at the same time, the penalized team shall place a substitute player
on the penalty bench before the major penalty expires and no
replacement for the penalized player shall be permitted to enter the
game except from the penalty bench.

22.4 Reporting — All misconduct penalties assessed for abuse of officials
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must be reported in detail to the League office.

22.5 Infractions — Refer to the Reference Tables — Table 7 — Summary of
Misconduct Penalties (page 140) for a list of the infractions that can
result in a misconduct penalty being assessed (see specific rule
numbers for complete descriptions).

Rule 23 — Game Misconduct Penalties

23.1 Game Misconduct Penalty - A game misconduct penalty involves
the suspension of a player for the balance of the game but a
substitute is permitted to replace the player removed. Ten minutes
are applied in the league records to the player incurring a game
misconduct penalty.

23.2 Fines and/or Suspensions - A player incurring a game misconduct
penalty shall be reported to the Commissioner who shall have full
power to impose such further penalties by way of suspension or fine
on the penalized player or any other player involved in the altercation.

Any game misconduct penalty for which a player has been
assessed an automatic suspension or supplementary discipline in the
form of game suspension(s) by the Commissioner shall not be taken
into account when calculating the total number of offenses under this
subsection.

The automatic suspensions incurred under this subsection in
respect to League games shall have no effect with respect to
violations during Playoff games.

Any request by a Club to have a game misconduct reviewed and
rescinded by the League must submit their request in writing to the
Hockey Operations Department within 48 hours of the conclusion of
the game in which the game misconduct was assessed. Failure to
submit the written request within this time frame will automatically
result in the game misconduct being upheld and no further review of
the incident will be considered or entertained. This does not apply to
infractions addressed under Rule 28 — Supplementary Discipline.

23.3 Fines and/or Suspensions - General Category - In regular League
games, any player who incurs a total of three (3) game misconduct
penalties in the “General Category” and exclusive of other designated
categories, shall be suspended for the next League game of his team.
For each subsequent game misconduct penalty, the automatic
suspension shall be increased by one game. For each suspension of
a player or goalkeeper, his Club shall be fined one thousand dollars
($1,000).

In Playoff games, any player who incurs a total of two game
misconduct penalties in the “General Category” shall be suspended
automatically for the next Playoff game of his team. For each
subsequent game misconduct penalty during the Playoffs, the
automatic suspension shall be increased by one game. For each
suspension of a player during Playoffs, his club shall be fined one
thousand dollars ($1,000).
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General Category

(i) Fighting off the playing surface Rule 46
(i) Inciting an opponent into incurring a penalty Rule 75
(i) Intervening in an altercation Rule 46
(iv)  Not properly tied down during an altercation Rule 46
(v)  Obscene language or gestures Rule 75
(vi)  Persists in continuing an altercation Rule 46
(vi) - Removing jersey prior to an altercation Rule 46
(vii) - Secondary altercation Rule 46
(ix)  Third major penalty in a game Rule 20
(x)  Throwing stick outside playing area Rule 53

23.4 Fines and/or Suspensions - Abuse of Officials Category - In
regular season League or Playoff games, any player who incurs a
total of two (2) game misconduct penalties for abuse of officials
related infractions penalized under Rule 39 - Abuse of Officials, shall
be automatically suspended for his team’s next League or Playoff
game. For each subsequent game misconduct penalty, the automatic
suspension shall be increased by one game.

23.5 Fines and/or Suspensions - Stick Infractions Category - In regular
season League games, any player who incurs a total of two (2) game
misconduct penalties for stick-related infractions in the “Stick
Infractions Category”, before playing in 41 consecutive regular season
League games without such penalty, shall be suspended
automatically for the next regular season League game of his team.
For each subsequent game misconduct penalty, the automatic
suspension shall be increased by one game.

In Playoff games any player who incurs a total of two (2) game
misconduct penalties in the “Stick Infractions Category”, shall be
suspended automatically for the next Playoff game of his team. For
each subsequent game misconduct penalty in this category during the
Playoffs the automatic suspension shall be increased by one game.

Prior to the commencement of each Stanley Cup Finals, a player
will have his current “Stick Infractions Category” game misconducts
removed from his current playoff record. They will remain part of his
historical record.

Stick Infractions Category

(i) Butt-ending Rule 58
(i) Cross-checking Rule 59
(i) Hooking Rule 55
(iv)  Slashing Rule 61
(v)  Spearing Rule 62

When a player has played in 41 consecutive regular season
League games without being assessed a stick-related major and a

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
36

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 4 — TYPES OF PENALTIES

game misconduct penalty in the “Stick Infractions Category”, he will
have the previous game misconduct penalties removed from his
current record. They will remain part of his historical record.

A player’s total games played will cover a two-year time period
from the date of the first game misconduct penalty for each category
of infraction.

23.6 Fines and/or Suspensions - Physical Infractions Category — In
regular season League games, any player who incurs a total of two
(2) game misconduct penalties in the “Physical Infractions Category”,
before playing in 41 consecutive regular season League games
without such penalty, shall be suspended automatically for the next
League game of his team. For each subsequent game misconduct
penalty, the automatic suspension shall be increased by one game.

In Playoff games, any player who incurs a total of two (2) game
misconduct penalties in the “Physical Infractions Category” shall be
suspended automatically for the next Playoff game of his team. For
each subsequent game misconduct penalty in this category during the
Playoffs the automatic suspension shall be increased by one game.

Prior to the commencement of each Stanley Cup Finals, a player
will have his current “Physical Infractions Category” game
misconducts removed from his current playoff record. They will
remain part of his historical record.

Physical Infractions Category

(i) Boarding Rule 41
(i) Charging Rule 42
(i) Checking from Behind Rule 43
(iv)  Clipping Rule 44
(v)  Elbowing Rule 45
(vi)  Head-butting Rule 47
(vii)  Interference Rule 56
(vii) - Kneeing Rule 50

When a player has played in 41 consecutive regular League
games without being assessed a major and a game misconduct in the
“Physical Infractions Category”, he will have the previous game
misconduct penalties removed from his current record. They will
remain part of his historical record.

A player’s total games played will cover a two-year time period
from the date of the first game misconduct penalty for each category
of infraction.

23.7 Automatic Game Misconduct — See 20.4.

23.8 Other Infractions That Could Result in a Game Misconduct —
Refer to the Reference Tables — Table 8 — Summary of Game
Misconduct Penalties (page 141) for a list of the infractions that can
result in a game misconduct penalty being assessed (see specific rule
numbers for complete descriptions).
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In addition, the following list of infractions can also result in a game
misconduct penalty being assessed:

(i) interfering with or striking a spectator.

(i) racial taunts or slurs

(iii) spitting on or at an opponent or spectator

Any player or non-playing Club personnel who physically interferes
with the spectators, becomes involved in an altercation with a
spectator, or throws any object at a spectator, shall automatically incur
a game misconduct penalty and the Referee shall report all such
infractions to the Commissioner who shall have full power to impose
such further penalty as he shall deem appropriate.

Rule 24 — Penalty Shot

24.1 Penalty Shot — A penalty shot is designed to restore a scoring
opportunity which was lost as a result of an infraction being committed
by the offending team, based on the parameters set out in these rules.

24.2 Procedure - The Referee shall have announced over the public
address system the player designated by him or selected by the team
entitled to take the shot (as appropriate). He shall then place the puck
on the center face-off spot and the player taking the shot will, on the
instruction of the Referee (by blowing his whistle), play the puck from
there and shall attempt to score on the goalkeeper. The puck must be
kept in motion towards the opponent’s goal line and once it is shot, the
play shall be considered complete. No goal can be scored on a
rebound of any kind (an exception being the puck off the goal post or
crossbar, then the goalkeeper and then directly into the goal), and any
time the puck crosses the goal line or comes to a complete stop, the
shot shall be considered complete.

The lacrosse-like move whereby the puck is picked up on the blade
of the stick and “whipped” into the net shall be permitted provided the
puck is not raised above the height of the shoulders at any time and
when released, is not carried higher than the crossbar. See also 80.1.

The spin-o-rama type move where the player completes a 360°
turn as he approaches the goal, shall not be permitted. Should a
player perform such a move during the shot, the shot shall be stopped
by the Referee and no goal will be the result.

Only a player designated as a goalkeeper or alternate goalkeeper
may defend against a penalty shot.

The goalkeeper must remain in his crease until the player taking a
penalty shot has touched the puck.

If at the time a penalty shot is awarded, the goalkeeper of the
penalized team has been removed from the ice to substitute another
player, the goalkeeper shall be permitted to return to the ice before
the shot is taken.

The team against whom the penalty shot has been assessed may
replace their goalkeeper to defend against the shot, however, the
substitute goalkeeper is required to remain in the game until the next
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stoppage of play.

While the penalty shot is being taken, players of both sides shall
withdraw to the sides of the rink and in front of their own player’s
bench.

24.3 Designated Player - In cases where a penalty shot has been
awarded to a player specifically fouled, that player shall be designated
by the Referee to take the shot.

In all other cases where a penalty shot has been awarded, the
shot shall be taken by a player selected by the Captain of the non-
offending team from the players on the ice at the time when the
infraction was committed. Such selection shall be reported to the
Referee and cannot be changed.

If by reason of injury, the player designated by the Referee to take
a penalty shot is unable to do so within a reasonable time, the shot
may be taken by a player selected by the Captain of the non-offending
team from the players on the ice when the infraction was committed.
Such selection shall be reported to the Referee and cannot be
changed.

Should the player in respect to whom a penalty shot has been
awarded commit an infraction in connection with the same play or
circumstances, either before or after the shot has been awarded, he
shall first be permitted to do so before being sent to the penalty bench
to serve the penalty. Except when such penalty is for a game
misconduct or match penalty in which case the shot shall be taken by
a player selected by the Captain of the non-offending team from the
players on the ice at the time when the infraction was committed.

244 Violations During the Shot — Should the goalkeeper leave his
crease prior to the player taking the penalty shot touches the puck, or
commits any infraction, the Referee shall allow the shot to be taken. If
the shot fails, he shall permit the shot to be taken over again. When
an infraction worthy of a minor penalty is committed by the goalkeeper
during the shot causing it to fail, no penalty is assessed but the
Referee shall permit the shot to be taken over again. Should a
goalkeeper commit a second violation and the shot fails, he shall be
assessed a misconduct penalty and the Referee shall permit the shot
to be taken over again. A third such violation shall result in the
goalkeeper being assessed a game misconduct penalty and the
Referee shall permit the shot to be taken over again, against the
alternate goalkeeper.

When a major or match penalty is committed by the goalkeeper
that causes the shot to fail, the Referee shall permit the shot to be
taken over again and the appropriate penalties shall be assessed to
the goalkeeper.

The goalkeeper may attempt to stop the shot in any manner
except by throwing his stick or any object, or by deliberately dislodging
the goal, in which case a goal shall be awarded.
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During the shot, should the goalkeeper, in an attempt at making a
save, dislodge the goal accidentally, the Referee shall make one of

the following determinations:
(i) Award a goal if he deems the player would have scored into the area

normally occupied by the net had it not been dislodged.

(i) Allow the shot to be re-taken if he does not score or it could not be
determined if the puck would have entered the area normally
occupied by the net.

(iii) If the goal becomes dislodged after the puck has crossed the goal
line thus ending the shot, the above determinations do not apply, the
shot is complete.

If, while a penalty shot is being taken, any player, Coach or non-
playing Club personnel of the opposing team interferes with or
distracts the player taking the shot and, because of such action, the
shot fails, a second attempt shall be permitted. The Referee shall
impose a bench minor penalty to the offending team, and if a player
on the bench is responsible, a misconduct penalty on the player
responsible shall be assessed. When a Coach or non-playing Club
personnel is guilty of such an act, he shall be automatically
suspended from the game, ordered to the dressing room and the
matter will be reported to the Commissioner for possible further
disciplinary action.

If, while the penalty shot is being taken, any player, goalkeeper,
Coach or non-playing Club personnel of the team taking the shot
interferes with or distracts the goalkeeper defending the shot and,
because of such action, the shot is successful, the Referee shall rule
no goal and shall impose a bench minor penalty to the offending team.
If a player or goalkeeper on the bench is responsible, a misconduct
penalty on the player or goalkeeper responsible shall be assessed.
When a Coach or non-playing Club personnel is guilty of such an act,
he shall be automatically suspended from the game, ordered to the
dressing room and the matter will be reported to the Commissioner for
possible further disciplinary action.

If while the penalty shot is being taken a spectator throws any
object onto the ice that in the judgment of the Referee interferes with
the player taking the shot or the goalkeeper defending the shot, he
shall permit the shot be taken again.

If, after a player’s stick has been ruled illegal, he attempts to take a
penalty shot with a second stick that is also ruled illegal prior to taking
the shot, the opportunity to take the shot shall be disallowed. The
player shall be assessed one minor penalty for the first illegal stick.

24.5 Face-Off Location - If a goal is scored from a penalty shot, the puck
shall be faced-off at center ice. If a goal is not scored, the puck shall
be faced-off at either of the end face-off spots in the zone in which the
penalty shot was attempted, except when another rule dictates the
face-off location should be in an alternate location, such as when the
point men enter the zone beyond the outer edge of the end zone face-
off circle or when the attacking team has been penalized on the same
play (see Rule 76.2).
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24.6 Results - Should a goal be scored from a penalty shot, a further
penalty to the offending player or goalkeeper shall not be applied
unless the offense for which the penalty shot was awarded is a major,
match or misconduct penalty, in which case the appropriate penalty
shall be imposed.

If the offense for which the penalty shot was awarded would
normally incur a minor penalty, then regardless of the outcome of the
shot, no further minor penalty shall be served.

If the offense for which the penalty shot was awarded was to incur
a double-minor penalty, or where the offending team is assessed an
additional minor penalty on the same play, the first minor penalty is
not assessed since the penalty shot was awarded to restore the lost
scoring opportunity. The second minor penalty would be assessed
and served regardless of whether the penalty shot results in a goal.
This will be announced as a double-minor penalty for the appropriate
infraction and the player will serve two (2) minutes only.

No penalty shall expire when a goal is scored against a team on a
penalty shot.

Should two penalty shots be awarded to the same team at the
same stoppage of play (two separate infractions), only one goal can
be scored or awarded at a single stoppage of play. Should the first
penalty shot result in a goal, the second shot would not be taken but
the appropriate penalty would be assessed and served as normal.

24.7 Timing - If the infraction upon which the penalty shot is based occurs
during actual playing time, the penalty shot shall be awarded and
taken immediately in the usual manner notwithstanding any delay
occasioned by a slow whistle by the Referee to allow play to continue
until the attacking side has lost possession of the puck to the
defending side, which delay results in the expiry of the regular playing
time in any period.

The time required for the taking of a penalty shot shall not be
included in the regular playing time or overtime.

24.8 Infractions — Refer to the Reference Tables — Table 9 — Summary of
Penalty Shots (page 142) for a list of the infractions that shall result in
a penalty shot being awarded (see specific rule numbers for complete
descriptions).

There are four (4) specific conditions that must be met in order for
the Referee to award a penalty shot for a player being fouled from
behind. They are:

(i) The infraction must have taken place in the neutral zone or attacking
zone, (i.e. over the puck carrier's own blue line);

(i) The infraction must have been committed from behind;

(iii)  The player in possession and control (or, in the judgment of the
Referee, clearly would have obtained possession and control of the
puck) must have been denied a reasonable chance to score (the fact
that he got a shot off does not automatically eliminate this play from
the penalty shot consideration criteria. If the infraction was from
behind and he was denied a ‘more” reasonable scoring opportunity
due to the infraction, then the penalty shot should be awarded);
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(iv) The player in possession and control (or, in the judgment of the
Referee, clearly would have obtained possession and control of the
puck) must have had no opposing player between himself and the
goalkeeper.

Rule 25 - Awarded Goals

25.1 Awarded Goal - A goal will be awarded to the attacking team when
the opposing team has taken their goalkeeper off the ice and an
attacking player has possession and control of the puck (or would
have gained possession and control) in the neutral or attacking zone,
without a defending player between himself and the opposing goal,
and he is prevented from scoring as a result of an infraction
committed by the defending team (see 25.3 Infractions — When
Goalkeeper is Off the Ice, below).

25.2 Infractions — When Goalkeeper is On the Ice — A goal will be
awarded when an attacking player, with an imminent scoring
opportunity, is prevented from scoring as a result of a defending
player or goalkeeper displacing the goal post, either deliberately or
accidentally.

25.3 Infractions —- When Goalkeeper is Off the Ice — Refer to the
Reference Tables — Table 10 — Summary of Awarded Goals (When
Goalkeeper has been Removed for an Extra Attacker) (page 142) for
a list of the infractions that shall result in an awarded goal when the
goalkeeper has been removed for an extra attacker (see specific rule
numbers for complete descriptions).

25.4 Infractions — During the Course of a Penalty Shot - A goal will be
awarded when a goalkeeper attempts to stop a penalty shot by
throwing his stick or any other object at the player taking the shot or
by dislodging the goal (either deliberately or accidentally) (see Rule
63.7).

Rule 26 - Delayed Penalties

26.1 Delayed Penalty - If a third player of any team is penalized while two
players of the same team are serving penalties, the penalty time of the
third player shall not commence until the penalty time of one of the
two players already penalized has elapsed. The third penalized player
must proceed at once to the penalty bench. He may be substituted for
on the ice to keep the on-ice strength at no less than three skaters for
his team.

26.2 Penalty Expiration - When any team has three players serving
penalties at the same time and because of the delayed penalty rule, a
substitute for the third offender is on the ice, none of the three
penalized players on the penalty bench may return to the ice until play
has stopped. When play has been stopped, the player whose penalty
has fully expired may return to the ice.

During the play, the Penalty Timekeeper shall permit the
penalized players to return to the ice, in the order of expiration of their
penalties, but only when the penalized team is entitied to have more
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than four players on the ice. Otherwise, these players must wait until
the first stoppage of play after the expiration of their penalties in order
to be released from the penalty bench.

When the penalties of two players of the same team will expire
at the same time, the Captain of that team will designate to the
Referee which player will return to the ice first and the Referee will
instruct the Penalty Timekeeper accordingly (this is done to expedite
the release of a player from the penalty bench when the opposing
team scores on the power-play).

26.3 Major and Minor Penalty - When a major and a minor penalty are
imposed at the same time on different players of the same team, the
Penalty Timekeeper shall record the minor as being the first penalty.

Rule 27 — Goalkeeper’s Penalties

27.1 Minor Penalty to Goalkeeper — A goalkeeper shall not be sent to the
penalty bench for an offense which incurs a minor penalty, but
instead, the minor penalty shall be served by another member of his
team who was on the ice when play is stopped and the penalty
assessed. This player is to be designated by the Coach of the
offending team through the playing Captain and such substitute shall
not be changed.

A penalized player may not serve a goalkeeper’s penalty.

If the goalkeeper is involved in coincidental penalties being
assessed and as a result, his team is required to play shorthanded
due to additional penalties assessed to the goalkeeper, the player
designated to serve the additional time penalties assessed to the
goalkeeper may be any player as designated by the Coach of the
offending team through the Captain.

27.2 Major Penalty to Goalkeeper — A goalkeeper shall not be sent to the
penalty bench for an offense which incurs a major penalty, but
instead, the major penalty shall be served immediately by another
member of his team who was on the ice when play is stopped and the
penalty assessed. This player is to be designated by the Coach of the
offending team through the Captain and such substitute shall not be
changed.

When a goalkeeper is assessed a major penalty plus a game
misconduct, which is coincidental with a major or match penalty to the
opposing team, no player is required to serve the goalkeeper’s
penalties in the penalty box, since he has been ejected from the
game.

Should a goalkeeper incur three major penalties in one game, he
shall be ruled off the ice for the balance of the game and his place
shall be taken by a member of his own Club, or by a regular substitute
goalkeeper who is available. Such player will be allowed the
goalkeeper’s full equipment. (Major penalty plus game misconduct
penalty.)

27.3 Misconduct Penalty to Goalkeeper — Should a goalkeeper on the
ice incur a misconduct penalty, this penalty shall be served by another
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member of his team who was on the ice when play is stopped and the
penalty assessed. This player is to be designated by the Coach of the
offending team through the Captain.

27.4 Game Misconduct Penalty to Goalkeeper — Should a goalkeeper
incur a game misconduct penalty, his place will then be taken by a
member of his own Club, or by a regular substitute goalkeeper who is
available, and such player will be allowed the goalkeeper's full
equipment.

27.5 Match Penalty to Goalkeeper — Should a goalkeeper incur a match
penalty, his place will then be taken by a member of his own Club, or
by a substitute goalkeeper who is available, and such player will be
allowed the goalkeeper’s full equipment.

The match penalty, and any additional penalties assessed to the
goalkeeper, shall be served immediately by a member of the team on
the ice when the offenses were committed. This player shall be
designated by the Coach of the offending team through the Captain.
However, when the match penalty is coincidental with a match or
major penalty to the opposing team, no player is required to proceed
to the penalty bench to serve the goalkeeper’'s match penalty.

27.6 Leaving Goal Crease — A minor penalty shall be imposed on a
goalkeeper who leaves the immediate vicinity of his crease during an
altercation. In addition, he shall be reported to the Commissioner for
further disciplinary action as may be required. However, should the
altercation occur in or near the goalkeeper’s crease, the Referee
should direct the goalkeeper to a neutral location and not assess a
penalty for leaving the immediate vicinity of the goal crease. Equally, if
the goalkeeper is legitimately outside the immediate vicinity of the
goal crease for the purpose of proceeding to the players’ bench to be
substituted for an extra attacker, and he subsequently becomes
involved in an altercation, the minor penalty for leaving the crease
would not be assessed.

In addition, during stoppages of play in the game, he must not
proceed to his players’ bench for the purpose of receiving a
replacement stick or equipment or repairs thereto, or due to an injury,
or to receive instructions, without first obtaining permission to do so
from the Referee. Otherwise, he must be replaced by the substitute
goalkeeper immediately (without any delay) or be assessed a bench
minor penalty for delay of game.

27.7 Participating in the Play Over the Center Red Line - If a goalkeeper
participates in the play in any manner (intentionally plays the puck or
checks an opponent) when he is beyond the center red line, a minor
penalty shall be imposed upon him. The position of the puck is the
determining factor for the application of this rule.

27.8 Restricted Area — A goalkeeper shall not play the puck outside of the
designated area behind the net. This area shall be defined by lines
that begin six feet (6') from either goal post and extend diagonally to
points twenty-eight feet (28') apart at the end boards. Should the
goalkeeper play the puck outside of the designated area behind the
goal line, a minor penalty for delay of game shall be imposed. The
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determining factor shall be the position of the puck. The minor penalty
will not be assessed when a goalkeeper plays the puck while
maintaining skate contact with his goal crease.

27.9 Infractions — Unique to Goalkeepers — Refer to the Reference
Tables — Table 11 — Summary of Goalkeeper Penalties (page 143) for
a list of the infractions that shall result in a penalty to the goalkeeper
(see specific rule numbers for complete descriptions).

Rule 28 — Supplementary Discipline

28.1 Supplementary Discipline - In addition to the automatic fines and/or
suspensions imposed under these rules, the Commissioner may, at
his discretion, investigate any incident that occurs in connection with
any Pre-season, Exhibition, League or Playoff game and may assess
additional fines and/or suspensions for any offense committed during
the course of a game or any aftermath thereof by a player,
goalkeeper, Trainer, Manager, Coach or non-playing Club personnel
or Club executive, whether or not such offense has been penalized by
the Referee.

If an investigation is requested by a Club or by the League on its
own initiative, it must be initiated within twenty-four (24) hours
following the completion of the game in which the incident occurred.

28.2 Pre-Season and Exhibition Games - Whenever suspensions are
imposed as a result of infractions occurring during pre-season and
exhibition games, the Commissioner shall exercise his discretion in
scheduling the suspensions to ensure that no team shall be short
more players in any regular League game than it would have been
had the infractions occurred in regular League games.

Rule 29 - Signals

Striking the clenched fist of
one hand into the open
palm of the opposite hand in
front of the chest.

29.1 Boarding

Moving the forearm, fist
closed, under the forearm of
the other hand held palm
down.

29.2 Butt-ending

Rotating clenched fists
29.3 Charging around one another in front
of the chest.

[
6ﬁ9
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A forward motion of both
arms, with the palms of the
294 Checking  hands open and facing
’ from behind  away from the body, fully
extended from the chest at
shoulder level.

Striking leg with either hand
295 Clipping behind the knee, keeping
both skates on the ice.

&

=

A forward and backward
Cross- motion of the arms wit_h both
29.6 checking fists clenched, extending
from the chest for a
distance of about one foot.

Non-whistle arm fully
extended above the head.
To nullify a delayed off-side,
the Linesperson shall drop
the arm to the side.

Delayed off-

29.7 side

298 Delayed Extending the non-whistle
' penalty arm fully above the head.

The non-whistle hand, paim =,
open, is placed across the A\

29.9 t?sa);nmge chest and then fully
g extended directly in front of
the body.
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Tapping either elbow with

29.10 Elbowing the opposite hand.

=

Clenched fists side-by-side
in front of the chest.

A single point directed at '
29.12  Goal scored the goal in which the puck
legally entered.

With the palm open and
facing forward, a pushing
motion towards the front of
the body once or twice to
indicate the puck was
moved ahead with the hand.

29.11  Fighting

29.13  Hand pass

29 14 Hegd- No signal in the National NO SIGNAL
butting Hockey League.

Holding both fists clenched,

2915 High- one slightly above the other

' sticking (as if holding a stick) at the

height of the forehead.
Clasping either wrist with

29.16  Holding the other hand in front of the
chest.
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Two stage signal involving

the holding signal (29.16)
Holding the  followed by a signal 0/
stick indicating you are holding

onto a stick with two hands

in a normal manner.

29.17

A tugging motion with both
arms as if pulling something
from in front toward the
stomach.

29.18  Hooking

The back Linesperson
signals a possible icing by
fully extending either arm
over his head. The arm
29.19  Icing (a) should remain raised until
the front Linesperson either
blows the whistle to indicate
an icing or until the icing is
washed out.
Once the icing has been
completed, the back

Linesperson will then point
to the appropriate face-off

Icing (b) spot and skate to it, turning
backwards somewhere near
the blue line and crossing
his arms across his chest to
indicate icing.

Patting flat (open palm) of
the non-whistle hand on this
side of the head.

Illegal check

29.20 to the head

Crossing arms stationary in
29.21  Interference front of the chest in an “X”
formation.

No signal in the National

29.22  Kicking Hockey League.

NO SIGNAL
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Slapping either knee with
. the palm of the hand, while
29.23  Kneeing keeping both skates on the
ice.
2924 Match No signal in the National NO SIGNAL
penalty Hockey League.

29.25  Misconduct Both hands on hips.

\\%))
Non-whistle arm fully
29.26  Penalty shot extended pointing to the
center ice face-off spot.
.
Fist clenched and arm
29.27  Roughing  extended out to the side of
the body.

A chopping motion with the
29.28  Slashing edge of one hand across
the opposite forearm.

Jabbing motion with both
hands thrust out
immediately in front of the
body and then hands
dropped to the side of the
body (essentially the
opposite to the hooking
signal — away from the body
rather than towards the
body).

29.29  Spearing
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Throwing No signal in the National

29.30 equipment  Hockey League. NO SIGNAL
) Using both hands to form a
2031 Time-out wpssront of the chest.
Too many . . )
No signal in the National
29.32 irzgn on the Hockey League. NO SIGNAL
Striking leg with either hand
29.33  Tripping below the knee, keeping
both skates on the ice.
Unsports-  Using both hands to form a
29.34  manlike “T” in front of the chest
conduct (same as time-out).
A sweeping sideways
motion of both arms across
the front of the body at
shoulder level with palms
down. This signal is used by
2935  Wash out Referee_s to signal no goal;
by the Linespersons to
signal no icing and no off-
side; and by all Officials to
wash out a hand pass or a
high-sticking the puck
violation.
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Rule 30 — Appointment of Officials

30.1 Appointment of Officials by Commissioner - The Commissioner
shall appoint the Referees, the Linespersons, Video Goal Judge and
all Off-Ice Officials for each game.

The Commissioner shall forward to all Clubs a list of Referees,
Linespersons, and Off-Ice Officials, all of whom must be treated with
proper respect at all times during the season by all players and Club
officials and representatives.

Rule 31 — Referees

31.1 Attire and Equipment - All Referees shall be dressed in black pants,
NHL officials’ sweaters/jerseys, a League-approved black helmet with
visor, and approved whistles.

31.2 Disputes - The Referees shall have general supervision of the game
and shall have full control of all game officials and players during the
game, including stoppages; and in case of any dispute, their decision
shall be final.

As there is a human factor involved in blowing the whistle to stop
play, the Referee may deem the play to be stopped slightly prior to the
whistle actually being blown. The fact that the puck may come loose
or cross the goal line prior to the sound of the whistle has no bearing if
the Referee has ruled that the play had been stopped prior to this
happening.

In the event of any dispute regarding time or the expiration of
penalties, the matter shall be referred to the Referee for adjustment
and his decision shall be final. He may use the Video Goal
Judge/Situation Room to assist in rendering the final decision. See
Rule 37.6.

31.3 Face-offs — One of the Referees shall face-off the puck to start each
period. Linespersons are responsible for all other face-offs, including
the start of the regular season overtime period.

31.4 General Duties - It shall be the duty of the Referees to impose such
penalties as are prescribed by the rules for infractions thereof and
they shall give the final on-ice decision in matters of disputed goals.
The Referees may consult with the Linespersons before making their
decision.

The Referees shall not halt the game for any infractions of the
rules concerning Rule 83 - Off-side, or any violation of Rule 81 - Icing.
Determining infractions of these rules is the duty of the Linespersons
unless, by virtue of some unforeseen issue, the Linesperson is
prevented from doing so in which case the duties of the Linesperson
shall be assumed by a Referee until play is stopped.

31.5 Goals - The Referees shall have announced over the public address
system information regarding the legality of an apparent goal. The In-
Arena Scorer, with the assistance of the Video Goal Judge, will
confirm the goal scorer and any players deserving of an assist. See
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also Rule 78 — Goals.

The Referees shall have announced over the public address
system the reason for not allowing a goal every time the goal signal
light is turned on in the course of play. This shall be done at the first
stoppage of play regardless of any standard signal given by the
Referees when the goal signal light was put on in error.

The Referees shall report to the In-Arena Scorer the name or
number of the goal scorer but he shall not give any information or
advice with respect to the awarding of assists.

The name of the scorer and any player entitled to an assist will be
announced over the public address system. In the event that the
Referee disallows a goal for any violation of the rules, he shall report
the reason for the disallowance to the In-Arena Scorer who shall have
announced the Referee’s decision correctly over the public address
system.

31.6 Off-Ice Officials - The Referees shall, before starting the game, see
that the appointed Off-Ice officials, including the Game Timekeeper
are in their respective places and ensure that the timing and signaling
equipment are in order.

31.7 Penalties - The infraction of the rules for which each penalty has
been imposed will be announced correctly, as reported by the
Referee, over the public address system. Where players of both
teams are penalized on the same play, the penalty to the visiting
player will be announced first.

When a penalty is imposed by the Referee which calls for a
mandatory or automatic fine, only the time portion of the penalty will
be reported by the Referee to the Penalty Timekeeper and announced
over the public address system, and the fine will be collected through
the League office.

31.8 Players’ Uniforms - It shall be the duty of the Referees to see to it
that all players are properly dressed, and that the approved regulation
equipment (including the approved on-ice branded exposure program)
is in use at all times during the game.

31.9 Reports - The Referee shall report to the Commissioner promptly and
in detail the circumstances surrounding the following:

(i) The assessment of misconduct penalties for abuse of officials;

(i) The assessment of game misconduct penalties;

(iii) ~ The assessment of match penalties;

(iv) The assessment of an instigator penalty;

(v)  Any time a goalkeeper leaves his crease during an altercation;

(vi)  Any time a stick or other object is thrown outside the playing area;

(vii) Any time a player, goalkeeper or non-playing Club personnel are

involved in an altercation with a spectator;

(viii) Any unusual occurrence that takes place on or off the ice, before,

during or after the game.

31.10Start and End of Game and Periods - The Referees shall order the
teams on the ice at the appointed time for the beginning of a game
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and at the commencement of each period. If for any reason, there is
more than a fifteen (15) minute delay in the commencement of the
game or any undue delay in resuming play after the League approved
intermission length between periods, the Referees shall state in their
report to the Commissioner the cause of the delay and the Club or
Clubs which were at fault.

The Referees shall remain on the ice at the conclusion of each
period until all players have proceeded to their dressing rooms.

The Referees shall check club rosters and all players in uniform
before signing the Official Report of Match form.

31.11Unable to Continue - Should a Referee accidentally leave the ice or
receive an injury which incapacitates him from discharging his duties
while play is in progress, the game shall be automatically stopped. If
the Referee is unable to continue, the game shall continue using the
one Referee, two Linespersons system.

If, owing to illness or accident, one of the Referees is unable to
continue to officiate, the remaining Referee shall perform the duties of
the ill or injured Referee during the balance of the game. In the event
that a member of the League’s Hockey Operations or Officiating
departments is in attendance at a game where a spare official is
present, he shall have the authority to substitute the injured Referee
with the spare official.

If, through misadventure or sickness, the Referees and
Linespersons appointed are prevented from appearing, the League
will make every attempt to find suitable replacement officials,
otherwise, the Managers or Coaches of the two Clubs shall agree on
Referee(s) and Linesperson(s). If they are unable to agree, they shall
appoint a player from each side who shall act as Referee and
Linesperson; the player of the home Club acting as Referee and the
player of the visiting Club as Linesperson.

If the regularly appointed officials appear during the progress of
the game, they shall at once replace the temporary officials.

Rule 32 - Linespersons

32.1 Attire and Equipment — All Linespersons shall be dressed in black
pants, NHL officials’ sweaters/jerseys, a League-approved black
helmet with visor and approved whistles.

32.2 Face-offs - The Linesperson shall face-off the puck at all times except
at the start of each period. A Linesperson shall drop the puck to start
the regular season overtime period.

32.3 General Duties - The Linespersons are generally responsible for
calling violations of off-side (Rule 83) and icing (Rule 81). They may
stop play for a variety of other situations as noted in sections 32.4 and
33.5 below.

32.4 Reporting to Referee - The Linesperson shall give to the Referees
his interpretation of any incident that may have taken place during the
game.
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The Linesperson may stop play and report what he witnessed to
the Referees when:

(i) There are too many men on the ice Rule 74

(i) Articles are thrown on the ice from the players’  Rule 75
bench or penalty bench

(iii)  When team personnel interfere with a game Rule 39
official

(iv)  When a player who has lost or broken his stick  Rule 10
receives one illegally

(v)  When any identifiable player on the playersor  Rule 56
penalty bench, by means of his stick or his body,
interferes with the movements of the puck or an
opponent

The Linesperson must report upon completion of play, any
circumstances pertaining to:

(vi)  Major penalties Rule 20
(vi) Match penalties Rule 21
(viii) Misconduct penalties Rule 22
(ix) Game Misconduct penalties Rule 23
(x)  Abuse of Officials Rule 39
(xi)  Physical Abuse of Officials Rule 40
(xii) Unsportsmanlike Conduct Rule 75

Should a Linesperson witness an infraction (above) committed by
an attacking player (undetected by the Referees) prior to the attacking
team scoring a goal, the Linesperson shall report what he witnessed
to the Referees, the goal shall be disallowed and the appropriate
penalty assessed.

The Linesperson must stop play immediately and report to the
Referees when:

(xii) When it is apparent that an injury has resulted ~ Rule 60
from a high-stick that has gone undetected by
the Referees and requires the assessment of a
double-minor penalty.

32.5 Stopping Play - The Linesperson shall stop play:

(i) When premature substitution of the goalkeeper  Rule 71
has occurred

(i) When he deems that a player has sustaineda  Rule 8
serious injury and this has gone undetected by
either of the Referees

(i) For encroachment into the face-off area Rule 76

(iv)  When the puck has been directed with a hand to  Rule 79
a teammate in any zone other than the
defending zone and this has gone undetected
by either of the Referees

(v)  When the puck has been batted with the hand ~ Rule 76
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by either center in an attempt to win the face-off
in any zone

(vi)  When the puck is struck by a stick above the Rule 80
normal height of the shoulders and this has
gone undetected by either of the Referees

(vi) When either team ices the puck Rule 81
(viii) When there has been interference by/with Rule 24
spectators

(ix)  For any infraction of the rules concerning off- Rule 83
side play at the blue line

(x)  When the puck is out of bounds or unplayable ~ Rule 85

(xi) When a goal has been scored that has not been  Rule 78

observed by the Referees
(xii) When the puck is interfered with by an ineligible  Rule 5 Rule 78
player/person Rule 74  Rule 84
(xiii) The calling of a penalty shot under Rule 53

32.6 Unable to Continue - Should a Linesperson appointed be unable to
act at the last minute or through sickness or accident be unable to
finish the game, and if no replacement Linesperson is available, the
two Referees will assist the remaining Linesperson with his duties
while still retaining their ability to assess penalties when deemed
appropriate.

Rule 33 - In-Arena Scorer

33.1 General Duties — The In-Arena Scorer shall list on the Official Report
of Match all eligible players and starting line-up. The names of the
Captain and Alternate Captains should be indicated by placing the
letter “C” or “A” opposite their names on the Official Report of Match.

The In-Arena Scorer shall keep a record of the goals scored, the
scorers, and players to whom assists have been credited and shall
indicate those players on the lists who have actually taken part in the
game.

At the conclusion of the game, the In-Arena Scorer shall complete
and sign the Score Sheet form and forward same to the League office.

The In-Arena Scorer shall prepare the Official Report of Match
form for signature by the Referees and forward it to the League office
together with the Score Sheet and the Penalty Record forms.

Under the Report of Match section, the In-Arena Scorer must
explain if the start of the game is delayed for any reason, any
goalkeeper substitutions, time-outs, empty net goals, any delays in the
playing of the game due to injury or television, etc.

33.2 Goals and Assists - The In-Arena Scorer shall award the points for
goals and assists using the Video Replay system. The awards of
points for goals and assists shall be announced twice over the public
address system and all changes in such awards shall also be
announced in the same manner.
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No requests for changes in any award of points shall be
considered unless they are made by a Team representative within 24
hours of the conclusion of the game. Requests for scoring changes
will be reviewed by the League Official Scorer, as appointed by the
Hockey Operations Department, and the decision of the League
Official Scorer will be final.

In the event that the Video Goal Judge reviews a play and a goal
is awarded even though play went for any period of time, the In-Arena
Scorer awards the goal and any assists at the time the goal was
scored. If there is any doubt, the time must be checked with the Video
Goal Judge. The Game Timekeeper and the Penalty Timekeeper
must also be informed in order to adjust the clock and the penalty
clocks accordingly.

A goal is awarded to the last player on the scoring team to touch
the puck prior to the puck entering the net. (A puck entering the net is
considered to be between the posts, from in front of, and below the
crossbar, and entirely across the goal line.)

When an attacking player is about to get to a loose puck and is
fouled preventing a shot at the open net, resulting in an awarded goal,
the fouled player shall be given credit for the goal.

An assist is awarded to the player or players (maximum two) who
touches the puck prior to the goal scorer, provided no defender plays
or possesses the puck in between.

Assists can be given to deserving players on a goal that has been
awarded by the Referee, if the In-Arena Scorer deems that assists
would have been given on the eventual goal anyway.

When goals are scored in the final minute of a period where tenths
of seconds are shown on the clock, the time of the goal shall be
rounded up to the nearest second for the official records.

33.3 Line-ups - The In-Arena Scorer must file a report to the
Commissioner or his designate if either Coach fails to cooperate
within the line-up submission guidelines (see Rule 5.1). This report
should be forwarded to the National Hockey League Toronto office.

33.4 Location - The In-Arena Scorer should view the game from an
elevated position, well away from the players’ benches, with house
telephone communication to the public address announcer. The In-
Arena Scorer should also have access to a television monitor along
with a recording device with simultaneous play and record capabilities
to aid in the awarding of points. Additionally, the In-Arena Scorer must
have access to the Video Goal Judge.

33.5 Penalties - The In-Arena Scorer must assist the Penalty Timekeeper
with the numbers of the players on the ice, in the event a goalkeeper
is assessed a penalty or a player is ejected from a game. During
altercations, the In-Arena Scorer must also keep an eye on the
players' benches and record the numbers of any players who leave
their respective players’ or penalty benches and in the order that they
so leave.

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
56

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 5 - OFFICIALS

Rule 34 - Game Timekeeper

34.1 General Duties — The Game Timekeeper shall record the time of
starting and finishing of each period in the game. During the game the
Game Timekeeper will start the clock with the drop of the puck and
stop the clock upon hearing the officials’ whistle or the scoring of a
goal.

The Game Timekeeper shall cause to be announced over the
public address system at the nineteenth minute in each period that
there is one minute remaining to be played in the period.

34.2 Intermissions - For the purpose of keeping the spectators informed
as to the time remaining during intermissions, the Game Timekeeper
will use the electronic clock to record the length of intermissions. The
clock will start for the intermission once the last official exits the ice
surface upon the termination of the period.

Intermissions are eightteen minutes (18:00) in length, unless
otherwise notified. If there are unusual delays for any reason, (e.g.
altercation, building, ice, or ice resurfacing problems) it is important to
use discretion in starting the clock.

34.3 Overtime - In the event of overtime in the regular season, the Game
Timekeeper shall reset the clock to five (5) minutes in preparation for
the overtime period. The overtime period will commence promptly
following the shoveling of the entire ice surface.

During overtime in the play-offs, each intermission will be
completed in a normal manner.

34.4 Signal Devices - If the arena is not equipped with an automatic
signaling device or, if such device fails to function, the Game
Timekeeper shall signal the end of each period by blowing a whistle.

34.5 Start of Periods - The Game Timekeeper shall signal the Referees
and the competing teams for the start of the game and each
succeeding period and the Referees shall start the play promptly in
accordance with Rule 77 — Game and Intermission Timing.

34.6 Television - The Game Timekeeper is required to synchronize his
timing device with the television producer of the originating broadcast.

34.7 Verification of Time - Any loss of time on the game or penalty clocks
due to a false face-off must be replaced as appropriate. The Video
Goal Judge may be consulted to ensure the time is accurately
replaced.

In the event of any dispute regarding time, the matter shall be
referred to the Referees for adjudication and their decision shall be
final. They may use the Video Goal Judge/Situation Room to assist in
rendering their final decision. (See Rule 37.6.) The Game
Timekeeper shall assist to verify game time using an additional timing
device (League-approved stopwatch).

In the event that clock fails to operate when play resumes, the on-
ice officials may elect to stop play provided there is no imminent
scoring opportunity or wait until the next legitimate stoppage of play.
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In cooperation with the Game Timekeeper and the Video Goal Judge,
the clock is to be re-set to the appropriate time.

In the event that a video replay shows a goal was scored prior to
the play being stopped, the Video Goal Judge will inform the Game
Timekeeper and In-Arena Scorer of the time of goal and the amount of
playing time left to be reset on the game clock.

Rule 35 - Penalty Timekeeper

35.1 General Duties — The Penalty Timekeeper shall keep, on the Penalty
Record form, a correct record of all penalties imposed by the Referees
including the names of the players penalized, the penalties assessed,
the duration of each penalty and the time at which each penalty was
imposed.

The Penalty Timekeeper shall inform penalized players and the
Penalty Box Attendants as to the correct expiration time of all
penalties. In the event of a malfunction of the penalty time clock, the
game clock shall be utilized to determine the expiration time of each
penalty. Otherwise, the penalty time clocks shall be the official timing
device for all penalties that require a team to play with less than five
skaters. Players shall only be released from the penalty box when
indicated by the penalty time clock or as otherwise covered in the
playing rules.

The infraction of the rules for which each penalty has been
imposed will be announced twice over the public address system as
reported by the Referee. Where players of both teams are penalized
at the same time, the penalty to the visiting player will be announced
first. In situations where multiple game misconducts have been
assessed to any one player at the same stoppage of play, only one
game misconduct should be announced.

Misconduct penalties and coincident major penalties should not be
recorded on the timing device (penalty time clock) but such penalized
players should be alerted and released at the first stoppage of play
following the expiration of their penalties.

When a player is assessed a misconduct in addition to other
penalties, the misconduct shall only commence after all other
penalties have been served (or washed out by the scoring of a goal).

If a player leaves the penalty bench before the time has expired,
the Penalty Timekeeper must note the time and notify the Referees at
his first opportunity.

Itis the responsibility of the Penalty Timekeeper to ensure that
penalized players return to the penalty box before the puck is dropped
for the start of a new period. In the event that a penalized player is not
in the penalty box, the Penalty Timekeeper should notify the Referees
and prevent the game from resuming until the player is there.

35.2 Equipment - The Penalty Timekeeper shall have an official stick-
measuring gauge and tape measure available for the Referees use
during the game.
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35.3 Goalkeeper’s Penalties - In the event that a goalkeeper is penalized,
the penalty shall be served by another member of his team who was
on the ice when play is stopped and the penalty assessed.
Communication with the In-Arena Scorer and/or Real Time Scorers is
important at this time as they can inform the Penalty Timekeeper who
was actually on the ice to ensure only the proper players can serve
the time.

35.4 Penalty Shot - He shall report on the Penalty Record form each
penalty shot awarded, the name of the player taking the shot and the
result of the shot.

35.5 Penalty Time Clock - He shall be responsible for the correct posting
of penalties on the scoreboard at all times and shall promptly call to
the attention of the Referees any discrepancy between the time
recorded on the clock and the official correct time and he shall be
responsible for making any adjustments ordered by the Referees.

In the event that two players from one team and one player from
the opposing team are penalized at the same time, the Penalty
Timekeeper shall request through the Referee or the offending team's
Captain, which penalty they prefer to have on the timing device.

35.6 Reports — Prior to each game, the Penalty Timekeeper shall obtain
copies of the Instigator, Aggressor & Game Misconduct List provided
by the League, retain one copy and provide one to the Referees.
Should a player be assessed a penalty that would result in an
automatic suspension, this must be conveyed to the Referee at the
time the penalty is assessed to ensure a Game Misconduct penalty is
applied.

Upon the completion of each game, the Penalty Timekeeper shalll
complete and sign the Penalty Record form and forward same to the
League office.

When penalties are assessed in the final minute of a period where
tenths of seconds are shown on the clock, the time of the penalty shall
be rounded up to the nearest second for the official records.

The Officiating Department shall be entitled to inspect, collect and
forward to the League office the actual worksheets used by the
Penalty Timekeeper in any game.

When a player is ejected from a game, the Penalty Timekeeper
must complete a report of the incident (Off-Ice Officials Report of
Game Misconduct/Match Penalties). When there are more than one of
these incidents, it is imperative to provide the Referee with accurate
information for each incident so that his report(s) to the League office
is correct.

35.7 Stick Measurements - He shall also record on the Penalty Record
form the details and the result of any stick measurement performed by
the Referees during the game.

35.8 Verification of Time - In the event that a goal is awarded by video
review even though play continued, the Penalty Timekeeper must
adjust any existing penalties, according to the situation. The clock

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
59

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 5 - OFFICIALS

must revert back to the original time the goal was scored. If a penalty
was in the process of being called, it will revert back to that time also.

Rule 36 — Real Time Scorers

36.1 General Duties — The duty of the Real Time Scorers is to
electronically record all official statistics for the game played.
This data shall be compiled and recorded in strict conformity with
the instructions provided by the League.
36.2 Real Time Scorers — There shall be appointed for duty at every game
played in the League the following Real Time Scorers:
(i) Stats Entry Scorer
(ii) ~ Shot Attempts Home
(iii) - Shot Attempts Visitor
(iv) Event Analyst
36.3 Reports — Reports shall be generated during the first and second
intermissions (and subsequent intermissions during the playoffs) and
post-game for each game played. Reports are distributed to the home
club’s Public Relations representative by the Scoring System Manager
or his/her designate. The home club’s Public Relations representative
shall distribute reports to the media (print/radio/tv) and to each club’s
Coaches.

Rule 37 - Video Review

37.1 NHL Situation Room/Video Goal Judge — The NHL will staff a
centralized Situation Room with experienced Hockey Operations
professionals to watch all games (Regular Season and Playoffs) and
to work in conjunction with the On- and Off-Ice Officials in every arena
in reviewing all goals and disputed and controversial plays and
rendering decisions in accordance with the specific parameters set
forth herein.

The NHL will designate an Off-Ice Official to serve in the role of
Video Goal Judge in every arena for every game (Regular Season
and Playoffs). The Video Goal Judge will be located in a secluded
area in the upper level of the building with an unobstructed view of
both goals. The location must be large enough to seat four (4) people
(Video Goal Judge, Video Technician, Supervisor of Officials and NHL
Hockey Operations representative) and must have space for
necessary monitors, replay and recording equipment.

The NHL Situation Room and the Video Goal Judge shall both
have access to all replays that may be available from all available
broadcasts of the game. Both the NHL Situation Room and the Video
Goal Judge shall also be equipped with state-of-the-art
communications systems that will allow direct and immediate access
to the Off-Ice Official(s) at the penalty bench and the On-Ice
Official(s).

37.2 Goal Review Procedures — Every goal shall be reviewed by the NHL
Situation Room. If there is a need to delay the resumption of the play
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following an apparent goal, the Off-Ice Official at ice level will be
alerted to signal one of the Referees to delay the center-ice face-off
for a moment. Once the NHL Situation Room has reviewed the video
and confirmed that the goal is valid, the Off-Ice Official at ice level
should signal to the Referee to resume play.

If an expanded review is required on any potential goal, the
Situation Room shall instruct that the in-arena horn be sounded and
the Public Address Announcer will make an announcement that the
“play is under review.” Once the play has been reviewed and deemed
a goal, the goal will be announced in the normal manner. If the review
reveals that the goal should be disallowed, the Referee shall
announce the reason for the disallowed goal.

When the NHL Situation Room observes an incident involving a
potential goal that was undetected by the On-Ice Officials, the Off-Ice
Official will contact the Referee at the first stoppage of play and inform
him that a review of the play is in progress. The Public Address
Announcer will make an announcement that “the play is under
review.” If the review reveals that the goal should be counted, the
clock (including penalty time clocks, if applicable) shall be re-set to the
time the goal was scored. If the review reveals that no goal was
scored, no adjustment to the time clock(s) will be made.

Only one goal can be awarded at any stoppage of play. If an
apparent goal was scored by Team A, and is subsequently confirmed
as a goal by the NHL Situation Room, any goal scored by Team B
during the period of time between the apparent goal by Team A and
the stoppage of play (Team B’s goal), the Team B goal would not be
awarded. If the apparent goal by Team A is deemed to have entered
the goal illegally (e.g., a “distinct kicking motion”), the goal will be
disallowed by the NHL Situation Room; no goal will be awarded to
Team B either in this circumstance since the play should have been
stopped at the time of the apparent goal. The clock (including penalty
time clocks, if applicable) shall be re-set to the time of Team A’s
apparent goal - whether awarded or disallowed.

Any penalties signaled during the period of time between the
apparent goal and the next stoppage of play shall be assessed in the
normal manner, except when a minor penalty is to be assessed to the
team scored upon, and is therefore nullified by the scoring of the goal.
Refer to Rules 16.2 and 18.2. If an infraction happens after the first
stoppage of play following an apparent goal (infraction after the
whistle) by either team, it is assessed and served in the normal
manner regardless as to the decision rendered by Video Review.

When the Referee indicates there is a Video Review in progress,
all Players (with the exception of the goalkeepers) should proceed to
their respective Players’ Bench immediately, and failure to do so may
result in a Game Misconduct penalty for offending Player(s) with a fine
to the Coach.

Any potential goal requiring video review must be reviewed prior to
and/or during the next stoppage of play. No goal may be awarded (or
disallowed) as a result of a Video Review once play has resumed.
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The NHL Situation Room will connect directly with the Referee at
ice level to assist with the review of any close play or disputed goal.
The NHL Situation Room’s decision shall be final.

37.3 Goal Situations Subject to Video Review — The following situations
are subject to review by the NHL Situation Room:

(a) Puck crossing the goal line;

(b) Puck in the net prior to the goal frame being dislodged;

(c) Puck in the net prior to (or after) the expiration of time at the end of a

eriod;

(d) ﬁl/ith the use of a foot/skate, was a “distinct kicking motion” evident?

(e) Puck deliberately directed, batted, or thrown into the net by an
attacking Player by any means (and with any part of his body) other
than with his stick;

(f) Puck deflected directly into the net off an On-Ice Official;

(9) Puck struck or deflected into the net with a high-stick, above the height
of the crossbar;

(h) Puck entering the net in a proper manner through goal mouth (ensuring
puck did not enter net improperly through net meshing or underneath
the net frame, etc.);

(i) Puck entering the net as the culmination of a continuous play where the
result of the play was unaffected by any whistle blown by the Referee
upon his losing sight of the puck; and

(i) The legitimacy of all potential goals on Penalty Shot or Shootout
attempts to ensure compliance with applicable rules (e.g., double tap,
goalkeeper throwing stick, goalkeeper dislodging goal, shooter cradling
puck above the normal height of the shoulders, shooter performing
illegal spin-o-rama move, skater’s continued forward advancement of
puck, goalkeeper leaving crease prior to puck touch at center ice, efc.)

37.4 Distinct Kicking Motion — Plays that involve a puck entering the net
as a direct result of a “distinct kicking motion” shall be ruled NO
GOAL. A “distinct kicking motion,” for purposes of Video Review, is
one where the video makes clear that an attacking Player has
deliberately propelled the puck with a kick of his foot or skate and
the puck subsequently enters the net. A goal cannot be scored on a
play where an attacking Player propels the puck with his skate into the
net (even by means of a subsequent deflection off of another Player)
using a “distinct kicking motion.” A goal also cannot be scored on a
play where an attacking Player kicks any equipment (stick, glove,
helmet, etc.) at the puck, including kicking the blade of his own stick,
causing the puck to cross the goal line. A puck that deflects into the
net off an attacking Player’s skate who does not use a “distinct kicking
motion” shall be ruled a GOAL. A puck that is directed into the net by
an attacking Players’ skate shall also be ruled a GOAL, as long
as no “distinct kicking motion” is evident. (See also Rule 49.2)

37.5 Puck Struck with a High Stick — The determining factor for High
Stick Video Review is where the puck makes contact with the stick in
relation to the crossbar. If the puck makes contact with a portion of the
stick that is at or below the level of the crossbar (despite some other
portion of the stick being above the crossbar) and enters the goal, the
goal shall be allowed.

37.6 Video Review to Verify Time on Clock — The NHL Situation Room
may use Video Review to establish the correct time on the clock. The
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“burn in” of the game clock is mandatory for the two overhead goal
video feeds, and should be made available by the host broadcaster on
as many additional feeds as possible.

Any loss of time on the game or penalty clocks due to a false face-
off, a face-off violation or a puck going out of play must be replaced.
The NHL Situation Room may be consulted or may intervene with On-
and Off-Ice Officials directly, as appropriate, to ensure that any loss of
time on the game or penalty clocks due to these situations is properly
replaced. (See also Rule 76.9 and Rule 85.7)

In the event of any dispute regarding time, the matter shall be
referred to the NHL Situation Room for adjustment, and its decision
shall be final. The Game Timekeeper shall assist to verify game time
via an additional timing device (NHL approved stopwatch).

In the event that a Video Review shows that a goal was scored
prior to the play being stopped, the NHL Situation Room will inform
the Game Timekeeper and In-Arena Scorer of the time of the goal and
the amount of playing time left to be re-set on the game clock and
penalty time clocks (if applicable). (See Rule 34.7)

Should the NHL Situation Room be able to determine that a goal
has been scored through the use of video replay, and play on the ice
has nonetheless continued, the NHL Situation Room shall instruct that
the in-arena horn be sounded to stop play immediately, and the goal
will be awarded. The game clock (and penalty clocks, if applicable)
will then be re-set to the time of the goal.

Should the first stoppage of play following an apparent goal
coincide with the end of a period, the On-Ice Official(s) will instruct
both teams to remain at their respective Players’ Bench until the Video
Review of the play can be completed.

Rule 38 — Coach’s Challenge

38.1 General - The video review mechanism triggered by the Coach’s
Challenge can only be utilized in GOAL/NO GOAL and delay of game —
puck over glass situations and is intended to be extremely narrow in scope.
In all Coach’s Challenge situations, the original call on the ice will be
overturned if, and only if, a conclusive and irrefutable determination can be
made on the basis of video evidence that the original call on the ice was
clearly not correct. If a review is not conclusive and/or there is any doubt
whatsoever as to whether the call on the ice was correct, the original call on
the ice will be confirmed.

38.2 Situations Subject to Coach’s Challenge — A team may only
request a Coach’s Challenge to review the following scenarios:

(a) “Off-Side” Play Leading to a Goal — A play that results in a
“GOAL" call on the ice where the defending team claims that the
play should have been stopped by reason of an “Off-Side”
infraction by the attacking team (see Rule 83 - Off-Side);

(b) Missed Game Stoppage Event in the Offensive Zone
Leading to a Goal — A play that results in a “GOAL” call on the
ice where the defending team claims that the play should have
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been stopped by reason of any play occurring in the offensive
zone that should have resulted in a play stoppage caused by the
attacking team but did not. The one exception to this provision
is when the puck strikes the spectator netting caused by either
team and goes unnoticed by the on-ice officials; and

(c) Scoring Plays Involving Potential “Interference on the
Goalkeeper” - Either: (i) A play that results in a “GOAL” call on
the ice where the defending team claims that the goal should
have been disallowed due to “Interference on the Goalkeeper”
(as described in Rules 69.1, 69.3 and 69.4); or (ii) A play that
results in a “NO GOAL” call on the ice despite the puck having
entered the net, where the On-Ice Officials have determined that
the attacking team was guilty of “Interference on the
Goalkeeper” but where the attacking team claims: (A) there was
no actual contact of any kind initiated by an attacking Player with
the goalkeeper; (B) the attacking Player was pushed, shoved or
fouled by a defending Player which caused the attacking Player
to come into contact with the goalkeeper; or (C) the attacking
Player’s positioning within the goal crease did not impair the
goalkeeper's ability to defend his goal and, in fact, had no
discernable impact on the play.

(d) Penalty situations for “Delaying the game - puck over the
glass” — When a minor penalty for delaying the game has been
assessed under Rule 63.2 (iii) for shooting or batting the puck
out of play from the defending zone. This will only apply to delay
of game penalties when the shot/batted puck is determined to
have subsequently deflected off a player, stick, glass or boards,
etc., and not a judgment call. No challenge can be issued for a
non-call, in other words, no challenge is to be considered when
the On-Ice Officials deem that it was not a violation of Rule 63.2
(iii). A challenge can only be used to rescind a penalty, not to
have one assessed. In the event of a failed challenge, an
additional minor penalty (or double-minor penalty, as
appropriate) will be assessed (in addition to the existing delay of
game penalty).

38.3 League Initiated Challenge — In the final minute of play in the 31
Period and at any point in Overtime (Regular Season and Playoffs),
the NHL Situation Room will initiate the review of any scenario that
would otherwise be subject to a Coach’s Challenge.

The NHL Situation Room will continue to be responsible for the
review of all goals subject to Video Review under Rule 37. Where a
Coach’s Challenge is available on a scoring play potentially involving
“Off-Side,” a “Missed Game Stoppage Event in the Offensive Zone” or
“Interference on the Goalkeeper,” Hockey Operations will, as an
initial and threshold matter, determine that the puck entered the net
legally before the play will be subject to further review by means of a
Coach’s Challenge (or, in the final minute of play or in Overtime, a
review initiated by Hockey Operations).

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
64

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 5 - OFFICIALS

If a team requests a Coach’s Challenge but Video Review under
Rule 37 renders such Challenge unnecessary, then the Challenge will
have been deemed not to have been made.

38.4 Process for Initiating a Coach’s Challenge — All Coach’s
Challenges must be initiated by verbally communicating to a Referee
prior to the center ice face-off following a GOAL or, in the case of a
NO GOAL call from “Interference on the Goalkeeper,” or in the case of
a minor penalty for delaying the game — puck over glass, prior to the
resumption of play. Teams may not unduly delay the resumption of
play while evaluating whether or not to initiate a Coach’s Challenge.
Any such delay or delay tactics may result in the denial of a right to
Challenge and, at the discretion of the Referee, may also result in a
minor penalty for “Delaying the Game” under Rule 63.

In order to expedite the review process, Coaches initiating a
Coach’s Challenge are required to provide to the Referee, with
reasonable specificity, both the reason for their Challenge (i.e., the
actual infraction that is being claimed) and the approximate time on
the clock when the purported infraction transpired. Failure to provide
this information with reasonable specificity may result in the denial of
a right to Challenge.

NOTE: Only one Coach’s Challenge per team per stoppage will be
permitted.

38.5 Process for Reviewing a Coach’s Challenge - The League will
make available in all arenas suitable technology (for example, a
handheld tablet or a television or computer monitor) that will allow the
On-Ice Officials, in conjunction with the NHL Situation Room, to
review video replays of the play giving rise to the Coach’s Challenge
(or, in the final minute of play or in Overtime, the play that caused the
NHL Situation Room to initiate the review). To the extent practical and
possible, the replays made available to the On-Ice Officials will be the
same replays that are being utilized by the NHL Situation Room.

Once a Coach’s Challenge has been initiated (or, in the final
minute of play or in Overtime, a review is initiated by the NHL
Situation Room), the NHL Situation Room will immediately establish
contact with the On-Ice Official(s) responsible for the call (or non-call)
on the ice via the headset and will inquire and discuss with the On-Ice
Official(s), prior to the On-Ice Official reviewing any video, the
following: (i) the On-Ice Official’'s “final” call on the ice; and (i) what
the On-Ice Official(s) observed on the play.

During all games (Regular Season and Playoffs), the NHL
Situation Room will be staffed with at least one former Referee to
assist in the review of Coach’s Challenges (including those initiated by
the NHL Situation Room), and such former Referee will be involved
both in communicating with the On-Ice Officials via the headset and
with providing input to the Hockey Operations person responsible for
making the “final” decision by the NHL Situation Room.

The on-ice call will then be reviewed simultaneously by the
appropriate On-Ice Official(s) at ice level and by the staff in the NHL
Situation Room using any and all replays at their disposal. After their
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joint review and consultation, the NHL Situation Room will render the
“final” decision on whether to uphold or overturn the original call on
the ice. Once a decision is made, the Referee will inform the Penalty
Timekeeper/Public Address Announcer and will make the
announcement on the ice.

38.6 Right to Initiate a Coach’s Challenge — Teams may initiate a
Coach’s Challenge on appropriate plays at any time during the game
except during the final minute of play in Regulation time or at any time
during Overtime (Regular Season and Playoffs), at which point the
exclusive right to initiate a review of any scenario that would otherwise
be subject to a Coach’s Challenge shifts to the NHL Situation Room.

38.7 Results of a Successful Coach’s Challenge - In cases where a
Challenge has been initiated for an “Off-Side Play Leading to a Goal”
or a “Missed Game Stoppage Event in the Offensive Zone Leading to
a Goal” (either by a team or by the NHL Situation Room), and a
determination is made that the GOAL call on the ice should be
overturned, the goal will be disallowed and the clock will be re-set to
the time at which the play should have been stopped for the missed
infraction. In such cases, a face-off will ensue in the ice location where
it would have otherwise occurred had the on-ice infraction been called
properly. If one or more penalties (minor or major) are assessed
between the time of the missed infraction and a successful challenge
that disallows the apparent goal, the offending team(s) (and
responsible Player(s)) will still be required to serve the penalty(ies)
identified and assessed, and the time of the penalty(ies) will be
recorded as the time at which the play should have been stopped for
the missed infraction. If, however, the penalty would have resulted in a
penalty shot for the attacking team, that penalty will be assessed as a
minor or major penalty (as appropriate) to the defending player
instead.

In cases where a Challenge has been initiated for a “GOAL” call
on the ice where the defending team claims that the goal should have
been disallowed due to the “Interference on the Goalkeeper,” as
described in Rules 69.1, 69.3 and 69.4, and a determination is made
that the call on the ice should be overturned, the goal will be
disallowed and a face-off will ensue in the nearest neutral zone face-
off spot outside the attacking zone. The video review process on
these plays (whether initiated by way of a Coach’s Challenge or by the
NHL Situation Room in the final minute of play or in Overtime) will be
utilized exclusively for purposes of overturning a “GOAL” call on the
ice - it will not be utilized for any other purpose, including, specifically,
for assessing minor or major penalties for Goalkeeper Interference.

In cases where a Challenge has been initiated for a “NO GOAL”
call on the ice despite the puck having entered the net, where the On-
Ice Officials have determined that the attacking team was guilty of
“Interference on the Goalkeeper,” and a determination is made that
the call on the ice should be overturned, the goal will be allowed and a
face-off will ensue at center ice.
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38.8 Results of an Unsuccessful Coach’s Challenge - If a team initiates
a Coach’s Challenge for any of the enumerated scenarios in Rule 38.2
above and such Challenge does not result in the original call on the
ice being overturned, the team exercising such Challenge shall be
assessed a minor penalty (2:00) for delaying the game.

If a team that has already initiated one or more Challenges that
were unsuccessful, initiates a Coach’s Challenge for any of the
enumerated scenarios in Rule 38.2 above and such Challenge does
not result in the original call on the ice being overturned, the team
exercising such Challenge shall be assessed a double-minor penalty
(4:00) for delaying the game.

38.9 Applicable Standards for “Off-Side” Challenge — The standard for
overturning the call in the event of a “GOAL” call on the ice is that the
NHL Situation Room, after reviewing any and all available replays and
consulting with the On-Ice Official(s), determines that one or more
Players on the attacking team preceded the puck into the attacking
zone prior to the goal being scored and that, as a result, the play
should have been stopped for an “Off-Side” infraction; where this
standard is met, the goal will be disallowed.

Goals will only be subject to review for a potential “Off-Side”
infraction if the puck does not come out of the attacking zone again
between the time of the “Off-Side” infraction and the time the goal is
scored.

38.10Applicable Standards for “Missed Game Stoppage Event in the
Offensive Zone” Challenge — The standard for overturning the call in
the event of a “GOAL” call on the ice is that the NHL Situation Room,
after reviewing any and all available replays and consulting with the
On-Ice Official(s), determines that the play should have been stopped
but was not at some point after the puck entered the attacking zone
but prior to the goal being scored; where this standard is met, the goal
will be disallowed.

Potential infractions that would require a play stoppage in the
offensive zone include, but may not be limited to: Hand Pass (Rule
79); High-Sticking the Puck (Rule 80); and Puck Out of Bounds (Rule
85). Such infractions will only serve as a basis for overturning a GOAL
call on the ice if video review can conclusively establish that a game
stoppage event had occurred in the offensive zone and was missed
by the On-Ice Official(s). Where the infraction at issue was a missed
penalty call subject to the judgment or discretion of the On-Ice
Official(s), such infraction cannot result in the “GOAL” call on the ice
being overturned, even if upon review, the On-Ice Official(s) would
have made a different call.

Goals will only be reviewed for a potential “Missed Game
Stoppage Event in the Offensive Zone” if the puck does not come out
of the attacking zone again between the time of the “Missed Game
Stoppage Event in the Offensive Zone” and the time the goal is
scored.

38.11Applicable Standards for Potential “Interference on the
Goalkeeper” Challenge — The standard for overturning the call in the

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
67

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 5 - OFFICIALS

event of a “GOAL” call on the ice is that the NHL Situation Room, after
reviewing any and all replays and consulting with the On-Ice
Official(s), determines that the goal should have been disallowed due
to “Interference on the Goalkeeper,” as described in Rules 69.1, 69.3
and 69.4; where this standard is met, the goal will be disallowed.

The standard for overturning the call in the event of a “NO GOAL”
call on the ice is that the NHL Situation Room, after reviewing any and
all replays and consulting with the Onlce Official(s), determines that
the goal on the ice should have been allowed because either: (i) there
was no actual contact of any kind initiated by the attacking Player with
the goalkeeper; or (ii) the attacking Player was pushed, shoved or
fouled by the defending Player causing the attacking Player to come
into contact with the goalkeeper; or (iii) the attacking Player's
positioning within the crease did not impair the goalkeeper’s ability to
defend his goal and, in fact, had no discernable impact on the play;
where this standard is met, the goal will be allowed.

38.12Applicable Standards for “Delaying the Game — Puck Over
Glass” Challenge - The standard for overturning a minor penalty for
delaying the game — puck over glass call is the NHL Situation Room,
after reviewing all replays and consulting with the On-Ice Official(s),
determines that the puck was deflected, therefore should not be
subject to a minor penalty. In such cases, the minor penalty is
rescinded, and a face-off conducted in the defending zone.

Rule 39 - Abuse of Officials

39.1 General Description — A player, goalkeeper, Coach or non-playing
person shall not challenge or dispute the rulings of an official before,
during or after a game. A player, goalkeeper, Coach or non-playing
person shall not display unsportsmanlike conduct including, but not
limited to, obscene, profane or abusive language or gestures,
comments of a personal nature intended to degrade an official, or
persist in disputing a ruling after being told to stop or after being
penalized for such behavior.

NOTE: When such conduct is directed at anyone other than an
official, Rule 75 — Unsportsmanlike Conduct shall be applied.

39.2 Minor Penalty — A minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct shall be
assessed under this rule for the following infractions:

(i) Any player who challenges or disputes the ruling of an official.

(i)~ Any identifiable player who uses obscene, profane or abusive
language or gestures directed at any on or off-ice official.

(iii) -~ Any player or players who bang the boards with their sticks or other
objects at any time, or who, in any manner show disrespect for an
official’s decision. If this is done in order to get the attention of the on-
ice officials for a legitimate reason (i.e. serious injury, illness, etc.),
then discretion must be exercised by the Referees.

(iv)  When a Captain, Alternate Captain or any other player comes off the
players’ bench to question or protest a ruling by an official on the ice.

(v)  If a player bangs the glass in protest of an Off-Ice Official’s ruling. If
he persists, a misconduct penalty would then be assessed.
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(vi)  If a penalized player is assessed an additional unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty either before or after he begins serving his original
penalty(ies), the additional minor penalty is added to his unexpired
time and served consecutively.

39.3 Bench Minor Penalty - A bench minor penalty for unsportsmanlike
conduct shall be assessed under this rule for the following infractions:

(i) Any Coach or non-playing person who bangs the boards with a stick
or other object at any time, showing disrespect for an official’s
decision. If this is done in order to get the attention of the on-ice
officials for a legitimate reason (i.e. serious injury, illness, etc.), then
discretion must be exercised by the Referees.

(i)  Any unidentifiable player or any Coach or non-playing person who
uses obscene, profane or abusive language or gesture directed at
an on or off-ice official or uses the name of any official coupled with
any vociferous remarks. (see also 39.5 (ii))

(iii)  Any player, Coach, or non-playing person interferes in any manner
with any game official including the Referees, Linespersons, Game
or Penalty Timekeepers or Goal Judges in the performance of their
duties.

39.4 Misconduct Penalty — Misconduct penalties shall be assessed under
this rule for the following infractions:

(i) Any player who persists in the use of obscene, profane or abusive
language towards any on or off-ice official for which he has already
been assessed a minor or bench minor penalty for unsportsmanlike
conduct.

(i) Any player who intentionally knocks or shoots the puck out of the
reach of an official who is retrieving it.

(iii) - Any player who, after being assessed an unsportsmanlike conduct
minor penalty, persists in challenging or disputing the ruling of an
official.

(iv)  Any player or players who bang the boards with their sticks or other
objects at any time, showing disrespect for an official’s decision, for
which they have already been assessed a minor or bench minor
penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct.

(v)  Any player or players who, except for the purpose of taking their
positions on the penalty bench, enter or remain in the Referee’s
crease while he is reporting to or consulting with any game official
including the other Referee, the Linespersons, Game Timekeeper,
Penalty Timekeeper, In-Arena Scorer or Public Address Announcer.

(vi)  Any penalized player who does not proceed directly to the penalty
bench when instructed to do so by an official.

(vii) A misconduct penalty (or game misconduct penalty at the discretion
of the Referee) shall be imposed on any player who deliberately
throws any equipment out of the playing area. When this is done in
protest of an official’s ruling, a minor penalty plus a game
misconduct shall be assessed (see 39.5).

(viii) - Any player who, after previously being assessed a minor penalty for
unsportsmanlike conduct for banging the glass in protest of an Off-
Ice Official’s ruling.

(ix)  In general, participants displaying this type of behaviour are
assessed a minor penalty, then a misconduct penalty and then a
game misconduct penalty if they persist.
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39.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - Game misconduct penalties shall be
assessed under this rule for the following infractions:

(i) Any player who, after being assessed a misconduct penalty,
persists in challenging or disputing the ruling of an official.

(i) When a player, Coach or non-playing person uses obscene,
profane or abusive language or gesture directed at any on or off-ice
official or uses the name of any official coupled with any vociferous
remarks, after already being assessed a bench minor penalty (39.3
(ii)), this Coach or non-playing person is to be assessed a game
misconduct and the situation reported to the Commissioner for
further action. When this type of conduct occurs after the expiration
of the game, on or off the ice, the game misconduct shall be applied
without the necessity of having been assessed a bench minor
penalty previously.

(i) Any player who deliberately applies physical force in any manner
against an official, in any manner attempts to injure an official,
physically demeans, or deliberately applies physical force to an
official solely for the purpose of getting free of such an official during
or immediately following an altercation shall receive a game
misconduct penalty and the guidelines set out in Rule 40 — Physical
Abuse of Officials are to be applied.

(iv)  Any player who, having entered the penalty bench, leaves the
penalty bench prior to the expiration of his penalty for the purpose of
challenging an official’s ruling, shall be assessed a game
misconduct penalty. He shall also be automatically suspended for
the next three (3) regular League and/or Play-off games of his Club.
This rule does not replace any other more severe penalty that may
be imposed for leaving the penalty bench for the purpose of starting
or participating in an altercation. See Rule 70 - Leaving the Bench.

(v) A minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct plus a game
misconduct shall be imposed on a player who throws his stick or
any part thereof, or any other piece of equipment or object outside
the playing area in protest of an official’s decision.

(vi)  Any player, Coach or non-playing person who throws or shoots any
equipment or other object in the general direction of an official but
does not come close to making any contact. This action may occur
on or off the ice.

(vi)  In general, participants displaying this type of behaviour are
assessed a minor penalty, then a misconduct penalty and then a
game misconduct penalty if they persist.

Any player, Coach or non-playing Club personnel penalized under

this section may be subject to supplemental discipline under Rule 28.

39.6 Reports - Itis the responsibility of all game officials and all club
officials to send a confidential report to the Commissioner setting out
the full details concerning the use of obscene gestures or language by
any player, Coach or non-playing Club personnel. The Commissioner
shall take such further disciplinary action as he shall deem
appropriate.

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
70

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 5 - OFFICIALS

Rule 40 - Physical Abuse of Officials

40.1 Game Misconduct - Any player who deliberately applies physical
force in any manner against an official, in any manner attempts to
injure an official, physically demeans, or deliberately applies physical
force to an official solely for the purpose of getting free of such an
official during or immediately following an altercation shall receive a
game misconduct penalty. In addition, the following (40.2, 40.3, 40.4)
disciplinary penalties shall apply.

40.2 Automatic Suspension — Category | - Any player who deliberately
strikes an official and causes injury or who deliberately applies
physical force in any manner against an official with intent to injure, or
who in any manner attempts to injure an official shall be automatically
suspended for not less than twenty (20) games. (For the purpose of
the rule, “intent to injure” shall mean any physical force which a player
knew or should have known could reasonably be expected to cause
injury.)

40.3 Automatic Suspension — Category Il - Any player who deliberately
applies physical force to an official in any manner (excluding actions
as set out in Category I), which physical force is applied without intent
to injure, or who spits on an official, shall be automatically suspended
for not less than ten (10) games.

40.4 Automatic Suspension - Category Il - Any player who, by his
actions, physically demeans an official or physically threatens an
official by (but not limited to) throwing a stick or any other piece of
equipment or object at or in the general direction of an official,
shooting the puck at or in the general direction of an official, spitting at
or in the general direction of an official, or who deliberately applies
physical force to an official solely for the purpose of getting free of
such an official during or immediately following an altercation shall be
suspended for not less than three (3) games.

40.5 Automatic Suspension - Process - Inmediately after the game in
which such game misconduct penalty is imposed, the Referees shall,
in consultation with the Linespersons, decide the category of the
offense. They shall make a verbal report to Hockey Operations and
advise of the category and of the offense. In addition, they shall file a
written report to Hockey Operations in which they may request a
review as to the adequacy of the suspension. The NHLPA, the player
and the Club involved shall be notified of the decision of the Referees
on the morning following the game. The League will then hold a
conference call with the NHLPA to review the Referees application of
this rule, and will refrain from issuing public comment affirming the
Referees application of Rule 40 until that call is complete.

The player or the officials may request the Commissioner to
review, subject to the provisions of this rule, the penalty imposed by
the Referees. Such request must be filed with the Commissioner in
writing not later than seventy-two (72) hours following notification of
the penalty.

If a review of the incident is requested by either the player or by
the officials, a hearing will be conducted by the Commissioner on an
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expedited basis, and best efforts will be used to provide a hearing

before the second game missed by the player due to the automatic
suspension imposed under this rule. The player’s suspension shall
continue pending the outcome of the hearing by the Commissioner.

For Category Ill offenses only, the Commissioner may conduct the
hearing by telephone. For Category | and Il offenses, the hearing shall
be conducted in person.

After any review as called for hereby, the Commissioner shall
issue an order that:
(i) sustaining the minimum suspension, or
(i) increasing the number of games within the category, or
(iii) - changing to a lower category, or
(iv) changing to a lower category and increasing the number of games
within this category, or
(v) in the case of a Category Il suspension only, reducing the number of
games of the suspension.
The penalties imposed under this rule shall not be deemed to limit
the right of the Commissioner with respect to any action that he might
otherwise take pursuant to Article 18 of the CBA.

40.6 Supplementary Discipline - In the event that the player has
committed more than one offense under this rule, in addition to the
penalties imposed under this offense, his case shall be referred to the
Commissioner of the League for consideration of supplementary
disciplinary action.

40.7 Coach or Non-Playing Club Personnel - Any Manager, Coach or
non-playing Club personnel who holds or strikes an official shall be
automatically suspended from the game, ordered to the dressing room
and the matter will be reported to the Commissioner for further
disciplinary action.

40.8 Police Protection and Security - All Clubs shall provide adequate
police or other protection for all players, goalkeepers and officials at
all times.

The Referee shall report to the Commissioner any failure of this
protection observed by him or reported to him with particulars of such
failure.
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Rule 41 - Boarding

41.1 Boarding - A boarding penalty shall be imposed on any player who
checks or pushes a defenseless opponent in such a manner that
causes the opponent to hit or impact the boards violently or
dangerously. The severity of the penalty, based upon the impact with
the boards, shall be at the discretion of the Referee.

There is an enormous amount of judgment involved in the
application of this rule by the Referees. The onus is on the player
applying the check to ensure his opponent is not in a defenseless
position and if so, he must avoid or minimize contact. However, in
determining whether such contact could have been avoided, the
circumstances of the check, including whether the opponent put
himself in a vulnerable position immediately prior to or simultaneously
with the check or whether the check was unavoidable can be
considered. This balance must be considered by the Referees when
applying this rule.

Any unnecessary contact with a player playing the puck on an
obvious “icing” or “off-side” play which results in that player hitting or
impacting the boards is “boarding” and must be penalized as such. In
other instances where there is no contact with the boards, it should be
treated as “charging.”

41.2 Minor Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a minor
penalty, based on the degree of violence of the impact with the
boards, to a player guilty of boarding an opponent.

41.3 Major Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a major
penalty, based on the degree of violence of the impact with the
boards, to a player guilty of boarding an opponent (see 41.5).

41.4 Match Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by boarding.

41.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - When a major penalty is imposed under
this rule for an infraction resulting in an injury to the face or head of an
opponent, a game misconduct shall be imposed.

41.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 - Fines and/or
Suspensions — Physical Infractions Category.

If deemed appropriate, supplementary discipline can be applied by
the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

AAA

Rule 42 - Charging
42.1 Charging - A minor or major penalty shall be imposed on a player
who skates, jumps into or charges an opponent in any manner.
Charging shall mean the actions of a player who, as a result of
distance traveled, shall violently check an opponent in any manner. A
“charge” may be the result of a check into the boards, into the goal
frame or in open ice.
A minor, major or a major and a game misconduct shall be
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imposed on a player who charges a goalkeeper while the goalkeeper
is within his goal crease.

A goalkeeper is not “fair game” just because he is outside the goal
crease area. The appropriate penalty should be assessed in every
case where an opposing player makes unnecessary contact with a
goalkeeper. However, incidental contact, at the discretion of the
Referee, will be permitted when the goalkeeper is in the act of playing
the puck outside his goal crease provided the attacking player has
made a reasonable effort to avoid such contact.

42.2 Minor Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a minor
penalty, based on the degree of violence of the check, to a player
guilty of charging an opponent.

42.3 Major Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a major
penalty, based on the degree of violence of the check, to a player
guilty of charging an opponent (see 42.5).

42.4 Match Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by charging.

42.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - When a major penalty is imposed under
this rule for an infraction resulting in an injury to the face or head of an
opponent, a game misconduct shall be imposed.

42.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 - Fines and/or
Suspensions — Physical Infractions Category.

If deemed appropriate, supplementary discipline can be applied by
the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 43 - Checking from Behind

43.1 Checking from Behind - A check from behind is a check delivered
on a player who is not aware of the impending hit, therefore unable to
protect or defend himself, and contact is made on the back part of the
body. When a player intentionally turns his body to create contact with
his back, no penalty shall be assessed.

43.2 Minor Penalty - There is no provision for a minor penalty for checking
from behind.

43.3 Major Penalty — Any player who cross-checks, pushes or charges an
opponent from behind who is unable to protect or defend himself, shall
be assessed a major penalty. This penalty applies anywhere on the
playing surface (see 43.5).

43.4 Match Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by checking from behind.

43.5 Game Misconduct — A game misconduct penalty must be assessed
anytime a major penalty is applied for checking from behind.

43.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 - Fines and/or
Suspensions — Physical Infractions Category.

If deemed appropriate, supplementary discipline can be applied by
the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).
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Rule 44 - Clipping

44.1 Clipping - Clipping is the act of throwing the body across or below the
knees of an opponent from any direction.

A player may not deliver a check in a “clipping” manner, nor lower
his own body position to deliver a check on or below an opponent’s
knees.

An illegal “low hit" is a check that is delivered by a player who may
or may not have both skates on the ice, with his sole intent to check
the opponent in the area of his knees. A player may not lower his
body position to deliver a check to an opponent’s knees.

44.2 Minor Penalty - A player who commits these infractions will be
assessed a minor penalty for “clipping.”

44.3 Major Penalty - If an injury occurs as a result of this “clipping” check,
the player must be assessed a major penalty (see 44.5).

44 4 Match Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by clipping.

44.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - A game misconduct penalty must be
assessed anytime a major penalty is applied for injuring an opponent
by clipping.

44.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 - Fines and/or
Suspensions - Physical Infractions Category.

There are no specified fines or suspensions for clipping, however,
supplementary discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his
discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 45 - Elbowing

45.1 Elbowing - Elbowing shall mean the use of an extended elbow in a
manner that may or may not cause injury.

45.2 Minor Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a minor
penalty, based on the degree of violence, to a player guilty of
elbowing an opponent.

45.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty, at the discretion of the Referee,
shall be imposed on any player who uses his elbow to illegally check
an opponent. A major penalty must be imposed under this rule for an
infraction resulting in an injury to the face or head of an opponent (see
45.5).

45.4 Match Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by elbowing.

45.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - When a major penalty is imposed under
this rule for an infraction resulting in an injury to the face or head of an
opponent, a game misconduct penalty shall also be imposed.

45.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 - Fines and/or
Suspensions — Physical Infractions Category.
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If deemed appropriate, supplementary discipline can be applied by
the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 46 - Fighting

46.1 Fighting — A fight shall be deemed to have occurred when at least
one player punches or attempts to punch an opponent repeatedly or
when two players wrestle in such a manner as to make it difficult for
the Linespersons to intervene and separate the combatants.

The Referees are provided very wide latitude in the penalties with
which they may impose under this rule. This is done intentionally to
enable them to differentiate between the obvious degrees of
responsibility of the participants either for starting the fight or
persisting in continuing the fight. The discretion provided should be
exercised realistically.

46.2 Aggressor — The aggressor in an altercation shall be the player who
continues to throw punches in an attempt to inflict punishment on his
opponent who is in a defenseless position or who is an unwilling
combatant.

A player must be deemed the aggressor when he has clearly won
the fight but he continues throwing and landing punches in a further
attempt to inflict punishment and/or injury on his opponent who is no
longer in a position to defend himself.

A player who is deemed to be the aggressor of an altercation shall
be assessed a major penalty for fighting and a game misconduct.

A player who is deemed to be the aggressor of an altercation will
have this recorded as an aggressor of an altercation for statistical and
suspension purposes.

A player who is deemed to be both the instigator and aggressor of
an altercation shall be assessed an instigating minor penalty, a major
penalty for fighting, a ten-minute misconduct (instigator) and a game
misconduct penalty (aggressor).

46.3 Altercation - An altercation is a situation involving two players with at
least one to be penalized.

46.4 Clearing the Area of a Fight - When a fight occurs, all players not
engaged shall go immediately to the area of their players’ bench and
in the event the altercation takes place at a players’ bench, the
players on the ice from that team shall go to their defending zone.
Goalkeepers shall remain in their goal crease, except in the event the
altercation takes place in the vicinity of the goal crease, and therefore
shall obey the directions of the Referee. Failure to comply can result
in penalties incurred for their involvement in and around the area and
fines as outlined in 46.18.

46.5 Continuing or Attempting to Continue a Fight - Any player who
persists in continuing or attempting to continue a fight or altercation
after he has been ordered by the Referee to stop, or who resists a
Linesperson in the discharge of his duties shall, at the discretion of the
Referee, incur a misconduct or game misconduct penalty in addition
to any penalties imposed.
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46.6 Helmets - No player may remove his helmet prior to engaging in a
fight. If he should do so, he shall be assessed a two minute minor
penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct. Helmets that come off in the
course of and resulting from the altercation will not result in a penalty
to either player.

46.7 Fighting After the Original Altercation - A game misconduct penalty
shall be imposed on any player who is assessed a major penalty for
fighting after the original altercation has started.

Notwithstanding this rule, at the discretion of the Referee, the
automatic game misconduct penalty may be waived for a player in the
altercation if the opposing player was clearly the instigator of the
altercation.

46.8 Fighting Off the Playing Surface - A misconduct or game
misconduct penalty shall be imposed on any player involved in fighting
off the playing surface or with another player who is off the playing
surface. These penalties are in addition to any other time penalties
assessed, including the major penalty for fighting.

Whenever a Coach or other non-playing Club personnel becomes
involved in an altercation with an opposing player, Coach or other
non-playing Club personnel on or off the ice, shall be automatically
suspended from the game, ordered to the dressing room and the
matter will be reported to the Commissioner for further disciplinary
action.

46.9 Fighting Other Than During the Periods of the Game - Any teams
whose players become involved in an altercation, other than during
the periods of the game, shall be fined pursuant to 46.19, in addition
to any other appropriate penalties that may be imposed upon the
participating players by supplementary discipline or otherwise.

Players involved in fighting other than during the periods of the
game shall be assessed a major penalty and a game misconduct.
Should one player be deemed the instigator of the fight, the game
misconduct shall not be assessed to his opponent.

Any player who would be deemed to be an instigator pursuant to
this rule at a time other than during the periods of the game shall be
suspended pursuant to 46.19.

In the case of altercations taking place after the period or game
the fine under this rule shall be assessed only in the event that an
altercation is commenced after the period or game has terminated.

Should players come onto the ice from their players’ benches after
the period ends and prior to the start of an altercation, they shall not
be penalized if they remain in the vicinity of their players’ bench and
provided they do not get involved in any altercations.

46.10Fighting Prior to the Drop of the Puck — Unless this occurs prior to
the start of the game or any period (see 46.9), a fight that occurs prior
to the drop of the puck during the course of normal face-off, the
altercation shall be penalized as if it occurred during the regular
playing time.
When, in the opinion of the Referee that, specific personnel
changes have been made by one or both teams late in a game and an
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altercation ensues, the appropriate penalties are to be assessed and
the incident reported to the Commissioner immediately following the
game for review and possible supplementary discipline under Rule 28.

46.11Instigator - An instigator of an altercation shall be a player who by his
actions or demeanor demonstrates any/some of the following criteria:
distance traveled; gloves off first; first punch thrown; menacing
attitude or posture; verbal instigation or threats; conduct in retaliation
to a prior game (or season) incident; obvious retribution for a previous
incident in the game or season.

A player who is deemed to be the instigator of an altercation shall
be assessed an instigating minor penalty, a major penalty for fighting
and a ten-minute misconduct.

If the same player is deemed to be the instigator of a second
altercation in the same game, he shall be assessed an instigating
minor penalty, a major penalty for fighting and a game misconduct.

When a player receives his third instigator penalty in one Regular
season, he is automatically given a game misconduct following that
third violation.

A player who is deemed to be both the instigator and aggressor of
an altercation shall be assessed an instigating minor penalty, a major
penalty for fighting, a ten-minute misconduct (instigator) and a game
misconduct penalty (aggressor).

Any request by a Club to have an instigator penalty reviewed and
rescinded by the League must follow the same procedure for game
misconduct penalties as outlined in 23.2.

46.12Instigator in Final Five Minutes of Regulation Time (or Anytime in
Overtime) - A player who is deemed to be the instigator of an
altercation in the final five (5) minutes of regulation time or at any time
in overtime shall be assessed an instigator minor penalty, a major
penalty for fighting, and a game misconduct penalty, subject to the
conditions outlined in 46.21.

46.13Jerseys - A player who deliberately removes his jersey prior to
participating in an altercation or who is clearly wearing a jersey that
has been modified and does not conform to Rule 9 — Uniforms, shalll
be assessed a minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct and a game
misconduct. This is in addition to other penalties to be assessed to the
participants of an altercation. If the altercation never materializes, the
player would receive a minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct and
a ten-minute misconduct for deliberately removing his jersey.

A player who engages in a fight and whose jersey is removed
(completely off his torso), other than through the actions of his
opponent in the altercation or through the actions of the Linesperson,
shall be assessed a game misconduct penalty.

A player who engages in a fight and whose jersey is not properly
“tied-down” (jersey properly fastened to pants), and who loses his
jersey (completely off his torso) in that altercation, shall receive a
game misconduct penalty. If the player loses his jersey despite the tie
down remaining in tact and attached to the pants, the game
misconduct is not applicable, however this must be reported to the

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
78

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 6 — PHYSICAL INFRACTIONS

League office so that the jersey and the tie down can be examined.

A player who is involved in an altercation, when the opponent has
been identified as an instigator, shall not be assessed a game
misconduct penalty if his jersey should be removed by an opponent or
an official in the discharge of his duties, regardless as to whether or
not he was properly “tied-down” (jersey properly fastened to pants).

46.14Major Penalty — A major penalty shall be imposed on any player who
fights.

46.15Match Penalty - Any player wearing tape or any other material on his
hands (below the wrist) who cuts or injures an opponent during an
altercation will receive a match penalty in addition to any other
penalties imposed including for fighting under this rule.

A match penalty shall be assessed to a player who punches an
unsuspecting or unwilling opponent (i.e. “sucker punch”) and causes
an injury.

46.16Third Man In - A game misconduct penalty, at the discretion of the
Referee, shall be imposed on any player who is the first to intervene
(third man in) in an altercation already in progress except when a
match penalty is being imposed in the original altercation. This penalty
is in addition to any other penalties incurred in the same incident.

This rule also applies to subsequent players who elect to intervene
in the same or other altercations during the same stoppage of play.

Generally, this rule is applied when a fight occurs.

46.17Fines and/or Suspensions — Aggressor — (see 46.2) A player who
is deemed to be the aggressor for the third time in one Regular
season shall be suspended for the next two regular season games of
his team.

For the fourth aggressor penalty in the same Regular season, the
player will be suspended for the next four games of his team. For the
fifth aggressor penalty in the same Regular season, the player will be
suspended for the next six games of his team.

During the Play-offs, any player who is deemed to be the
aggressor for the second time shall be suspended automatically for
the next Play-off game of his team. For each subsequent aggressor
violation during the Play-offs, the automatic suspension shall be
increased by one game.

Prior to the commencement of each Stanley Cup Final, a player
will have his current aggressor violations removed from his current
playoff record. They will remain part of his historical record.

46.18Fines and/or Suspensions - Clearing the Area of a Fight - Failure
by players (or goalkeepers as required) to clear the area of a fight
shall, in addition to the other penalties that may be assessed, result in
a fine to the team of $1,000 and the Coach of said team in the amount
of $1,000.

46.19Fines and/or Suspensions - Fighting Other Than During the
Periods of the Game - Any teams whose players become involved in
an altercation, other than during the periods of the game (see 46.9),
shall be fined automatically twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) in
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addition to any other appropriate penalties that may be imposed upon
the participating players by supplementary discipline or otherwise.

Any player who would be deemed to be an instigator pursuant to
this rule at a time other than during the periods of the game shall be
suspended automatically for ten (10) games. Such determination may
be made by the Referee at the time of the incident or subsequently by
the Commissioner or his designee based upon such reports and other
information as he deems sufficient, including but not limited to game
video.

46.20Fines and/or Suspensions - Instigator - A player who is deemed to
be the instigator of an altercation (see 46.11) for the third time in one
Regular season shall be suspended for the next two regular season
games of his team.

For the fourth instigator penalty in the same Regular season, the
player will be suspended for the next four games of his team. For the
fifth instigator penalty in the same Regular season, the player will be
suspended for the next six games of his team.

During the Play-offs, any player who is deemed to be the instigator
of an altercation for the second time shall be suspended automatically
for the next Play-off game of his team. For each subsequent instigator
violation during the Play-offs, the automatic suspension shall be
increased by one game.

Prior to the commencement of each Stanley Cup Final, a player
will have his current instigator violations removed from his current
playoff record. They will remain part of his historical record.

46.21Fines and/or Suspensions - Instigator in Final Five Minutes of
Regulation Time (or Anytime in Overtime) - A player who is
deemed to be the instigator of an altercation in the final five (5)
minutes of regulation time or at anytime in overtime (see 46.12), shall
be suspended for one game, pending a review of the incident.

When the one-game suspension is imposed, the Coach shall be
fined $10,000 - a fine that will double for each subsequent incident.

The suspension shall be served unless, upon review of the
incident, Player Safety, at their discretion, deems the incident is not
related to the score, previous incidents in the game or prior games,
retaliatory in nature, “message sending”, etc. The length of
suspension will double for each subsequent offense. This suspension
shall be served in addition to any other automatic suspensions a
player may incur for an accumulation of three or more instigator
penalties.

No team appeals will be permitted either verbally or in writing
regarding the assessment of this automatic suspension as all
incidents are reviewed by Player Safety as outlined above.

Rule 47 — Head-butting

47.1 Head-butting — The act of head-butting involves a player making
intentional contact, or attempting to make contact, with an opponent
by leading with his head and/or helmet.
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47.2 Double-minor Penalty - A double-minor penalty shall be imposed on
a player who attempts to head-butt an opponent.

47.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty shall be imposed on a player who
head-butts an opponent (see 47.5).

47.4 Match Penalty - A match penalty shall be imposed on a player who
injures an opponent as a result of a head-butt.

47.5 Game Misconduct Penalty — When a major penalty is assessed
under this rule, a game misconduct penalty must be imposed.

47.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 — Fines and/or
Suspensions — Physical Infractions Category.

There are no specified fines or suspensions for head-butting,
however, supplementary discipline can be applied by the
Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 48 - lllegal Check to the Head

48.1 lllegal Check to the Head - A hit resulting in contact with an
opponent’s head where the head was the main point of contact and
such contact to the head was avoidable is not permitted.

In determining whether contact with an opponent's head was
avoidable, the circumstances of the hit including the following shall be
considered:

(i) Whether the player attempted to hit squarely through the
opponent’s body and the head was not "picked" as a result of poor
timing, poor angle of approach, or unnecessary extension of the
body upward or outward.

(ii) Whether the opponent put himself in a vulnerable position by
assuming a posture that made head contact on an otherwise full
body check unavoidable.

(iii) Whether the opponent materially changed the position of his body
or head immediately prior to or simultaneously with the hit in a way
that significantly contributed to the head contact.

48.2 Minor Penalty - For violation of this rule, a minor penalty shall be
assessed.

48.3 Major Penalty — There is no provision for a major penalty for this rule.

48.4 Game Misconduct Penalty — There is no provision for a game
misconduct for this rule.

48.5 Match Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent with an illegal check to the head.

If deemed appropriate, supplementary discipline can be applied by
the Commissioner at his discretion.

Rule 49 - Kicking

49.1 Kicking — The action of a player deliberately using his skate(s) with a
kicking motion to propel the puck or to contact an opponent.

49.2 Goals - Kicking the puck shall be permitted in all zones. A goal cannot
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be scored by an attacking player who uses a distinct kicking motion to
propel the puck into the net with his skate/foot. A goal cannot be
scored by an attacking player who kicks a puck that deflects into the
net off any player, goalkeeper or official.

A puck that deflects into the net off an attacking player’s skate who
does not use a distinct kicking motion is a legitimate goal. A puck that
is directed into the net by an attacking player’s skate shall be a
legitimate goal as long as no distinct kicking motion is evident. The
following should clarify deflections following a kicked puck that enters
the goal:

(i) A kicked puck that deflects off the body of any player of either team

(including the goalkeeper) shall be ruled no goal.

(ii) A kicked puck that deflects off the stick of any player (excluding the
goalkeeper's stick) shall be ruled a good goal.

(i) A goal will be allowed when an attacking player kicks the puck and
the puck deflects off his own stick and then into the net.

(iv) A goal will be allowed when a puck enters the goal after deflecting off
an attacking player’s skate or deflects off his skate while he is in the
process of stopping.

A goal cannot be scored by an attacking player who kicks any
equipment (stick, glove, helmet, etc.) at the puck, including kicking the
blade of his own stick, causing the puck to cross the goal line. Refer
also to Rule 78.5 - Disallowed Goals.

49.3 Match Penalty — A match penalty shall be imposed on any player
who kicks or attempts to kick another player.
Whether or not an injury occurs, the Referee will impose a five (5)
minute time penalty under this rule.

49.4 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for kicking and opponent, however, supplementary
discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer
to Rule 28).

Rule 50 - Kneeing

50.1 Kneeing - Kneeing is the act of a player leading with his knee and in
some cases extending his leg outwards to make contact with his
opponent.

50.2 Minor Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a minor
penalty, based on the severity of the infraction, to a player guilty of
kneeing an opponent.

50.3 Major Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a major
penalty, based on the severity of the infraction, to a player guilty of
kneeing an opponent (see 50.5).

50.4 Match Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by kneeing.

50.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - When a player has been assessed a
major penalty for kneeing he shall also be assessed a Game
Misconduct.
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50.6 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 — Fines and/or
Suspenions — Physical Infractions Category.

There are no specified fines or suspensions for kneeing, however,
supplementary discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his
discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 51 - Roughing

51.1 Roughing — Roughing is a punching or slamming motion with or
without the glove on the hand, normally directed at the head or face of
an opponent, or if a player intentionally removes an opponent’s helmet
during play pursuant to Rule 9.6.

Roughing is a minor altercation that is not worthy of a major
penalty to either participant. (An altercation is a situation involving two
players with at least one to be penalized).

51.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty shall be imposed on a player who
strikes an opponent with his hand or fist, or if a player intentionally
removes an opponent’s helmet during play pursuant to Rule 9.6.

51.3 Match Penalty - If, in the judgment of the Referee, a goalkeeper uses
his blocking glove to punch an opponent in an attempt to or to
deliberately injure an opponent, a match penalty may be assessed.

51.4 Penalty Shot - refer to Rule 57.3 — Tripping
51.5 Awarded Goal - refer to Rule 25 — Awarded Goals

51.6 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for roughing, however, supplementary discipline can be
applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28),
provided, however, supplementary discipline cannot be applied to a
player for intentionally removing an opponent’s helmet during play
pursuant to Rule 9.6.

Rule 52 - Slew-footing

52.1 Slew-footing - Slew-footing is the act of a player using his leg or foot
to knock or kick an opponent’s feet from under him, or pushes an
opponent’s upper body backward with an arm or elbow, and at the
same time with a forward motion of his leg, knocks or kicks the
opponent's feet from under him, causing him to fall violently to the ice.

52.2 Match Penalty - Any player who is guilty of slew-footing shall be
assessed a match penalty.

52.3 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for slew-footing, however, supplementary discipline can
be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 53 - Throwing Equipment

53.1 Throwing Equipment — A player shall not throw a stick or any other
object in any zone. A player who has lost or broken his stick may only
receive a stick at his own players’ bench or be handed one from a
teammate on the ice (see 10.3).
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53.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty shall be imposed:

(i) Forthrowing a stick on any player on the ice who throws his stick or
any part thereof or any other object in the direction of the puck or an
opponent in any zone, except when such act has been penalized by
the assessment of a penalty shot (53.7) or the awarding of a goal
(53.8);

(i) For throwing a stick when a defending player shoots or throws a stick
or any other object in the defending zone but not at the puck or puck
carrier;

(iii) For interference when a player moves a stick that is not broken and it
interferes with an opposing player (except where a penalty shot (53.7)
or awarded goal (53.8) applies) or when the player who lost said stick
is prevented from retrieving it as a result;

NOTE 1: No penalty will be assessed if moving the non-broken
stick if it does not interfere with the play or the opposing player is
not attempting to retrieve it.

NOTE 2: When a player discards the broken portion of a stick or
some other object by tossing it or shooting it to the side of the ice
(and not over the boards) in such a way as to not interfere with the
play or opposing player(s), no penalty will be imposed for so doing.

(iv) For unsportsmanlike conduct (plus a game misconduct — 53.5) when a
player throws his stick or any part thereof or any other object or piece
of equipment outside the playing area in protest of an official’s decision.

53.3 Bench Minor Penalty — Should any player, Coach, or non-playing
person on the players’ bench or penalty bench throw anything on the
ice during the progress of the game or during a stoppage of play, a
bench minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct shall be assessed.
See 75.3.

53.4 Misconduct Penalty - A misconduct penalty shall be imposed on a
player who unintentionally or accidentally throws his stick or any part
thereof or any other object or piece of equipment outside the playing
area.

53.5 Game Misconduct Penalty — A game misconduct penalty shall be
imposed on a player who intentionally throws his stick or any part
thereof or any other object or piece of equipment outside the playing
area.

If the offense is committed in protest of an official’s decision, a
minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (53.2(iv)) plus a game
misconduct penalty shall be assessed to the offending player.

53.6 Match Penalty - If a player attempts to or deliberately injures an
opponent by throwing a stick or any other object or piece of equipment
at an opposing player, Coach or non-playing club person, he shall be
assessed a match penalty. If injury results from the thrown object, a
match penalty must be assessed for deliberate injury of an opponent.

53.7 Penalty Shot - When any member of the defending team, including
the Coach or any non-playing person, throws or shoots any part of a
stick or any other object or piece of equipment at the puck or puck
carrier in his defending zone, the Referee or Linesperson shall allow
the play to be completed and if a goal is not scored, a penalty shot
shall be awarded to the non-offending team. This shot shall be taken
by the player designated by the Referee as the player fouled.
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If the officials are unable to determine the person against whom
the offense was made, the non-offending team, through the Captain,
shall designate a player on the ice when play is stopped and the
penalty shot awarded, to take the shot.

If a player on a breakaway in the neutral or attacking zone is
interfered with by a stick or any other object or piece of equipment that
is thrown by any member of the defending team, including the Coach
or any non-playing Club person, a penalty shot shall be awarded to
the non-offending team. See also Rule 57.3 — Tripping for infractions
from behind to a player on a breakaway.

If a player on a breakaway in the neutral or attacking zone is
interfered with by an object thrown on the ice by a spectator that
causes him to lose possession of the puck or to fall, the Referee shall
award a penalty shot to the player who was fouled.

53.8 Awarded Goal - If, when the opposing goalkeeper has been
removed, a member of the defending team, including the Coach or
any non-playing person, throws or shoots any part of a stick or any
other object or piece of equipment at the puck or puck carrier in the
neutral or his own defending zone, thereby preventing the puck carrier
from having a clear shot on an “open net’, a goal shall be awarded to
the attacking side.

For the purpose of this rule, an “open net” is defined as one from
which a goalkeeper has been removed for an additional attacking
player. The goalkeeper is considered off the ice once the replacement
player has entered the playing surface.

53.9 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for throwing equipment, however, supplementary
discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer
to Rule 28).
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SECTION 7 - RESTRAINING INFRACTIONS
Rule 54 - Holding

54.1 Holding - Any action by a player that restrains or impedes the
progress of an opposing player whether or not he is in possession of
the puck.

54.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty shall be imposed on a player who
holds an opponent by using his hands, arms or legs.

A player is permitted to use his arm in a strength move, by
blocking his opponent, provided he has body position and is not using
his hands in a holding manner, when doing so.

A player is not permitted to hold an opponent’s stick. A minor
penalty shall be assessed to a player who holds an opponent’s stick
(assessed and announced as “holding the stick”).

A player is permitted to protect himself by defending against an
opponent’s stick. He must immediately release the stick and allow the
player to resume normal play.

54.3 Penalty Shot — refer to Rule 57.3 - Tripping.

54.4 Awarded Goal - refer to Rule 25 — Awarded Goals.

Rule 55 - Hooking

55.1 Hooking - Hooking is the act of using the stick in a manner that
enables a player to restrain an opponent.

When a player is checking another in such a way that there is only
stick-to-stick contact, such action is not to be penalized as hooking.

55.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty shall be imposed on a player who
impedes the progress of an opponent by “hooking” with his stick. A
minor penalty for hooking shall be assessed to any player who uses
the shaft of the stick above the upper hand to hold or hook an
opponent.

55.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty shall be imposed on any player who
injures an opponent by “hooking” (see 55.4).

55.4 Game Misconduct — When a major penalty has been assessed for
hooking as a result of an injury to an opponent, a game misconduct
penalty must also be assessed.

55.5 Penalty Shot — refer to Rule 57.3 - Tripping.

55.6 Awarded Goal - refer to Rule 25 — Awarded Goals.

55.7 Fines and/or Suspensions - If deemed appropriate, supplementary
discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer
to Rule 28).
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Rule 56 - Interference

56.1 Interference - A strict standard on acts of interference must be
adhered to in all areas of the rink.

Body Position:  Body position shall be determined as the player
skating in front of or beside his opponent, traveling in
the same direction. A player who is behind an
opponent, who does not have the puck, may not use
his stick, body or free hand in order to restrain his
opponent, but must skate in order to gain or
reestablish his proper position in order to make a
check.

A player is allowed the ice he is standing on
(body position) and is not required to move in order
to let an opponent proceed. A player may “block” the
path of an opponent provided he is in front of his
opponent and moving in the same direction. Moving
laterally and without establishing body position, then
making contact with the non-puck carrier is not
permitted and will be penalized as interference. A
player is always entitled to use his body position to
lengthen an opponent’s path to the puck, provided
his stick is not utilized (to make himself “bigger” and
therefore considerably lengthening the distance his
opponent must travel to get where he is going); his
free hand is not used and he does not take
advantage of his body position to deliver an
otherwise illegal check.

Possession of the Puck:

The last player to touch the puck, other than the
goalkeeper, shall be considered the player in
possession. The player deemed in possession of the
puck may be checked legally, provided the check is
rendered immediately following his loss of
possession.

Restrain: The actions of a player who does not have body
position, but instead uses illegal means (e.g. hook
with stick; hold with hands, trip with the stick or in any
manner) to impede an opponent who is not in
possession of the puck. lllegal means are acts which
allow a player or goalkeeper to establish, maintain or
restore body position other than by skating.

Pick: A “pick” is the action of a player who checks an
opponent who is not in possession of the puck and is
unaware of the impending check/hit. A player who is
aware of an impending hit, not deemed to be a legal
“battle for the puck,” may not be interfered with by a
player or goalkeeper delivering a “pick.” A player
delivering a “pick” is one who moves into an
opponent’s path without initially having body position,
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thereby taking him out of the play. When this is done,
an interference penalty shall be assessed.

Free Hand: When a free hand is used to hold, pull, tug, grab or
physically restrain an opponent from moving freely,
this must be penalized as holding. The free hand
may be used by a player to “fend off’ an opponent or
his stick, but may not be used to hold an opponent's
stick or body.

Stick: A player who does not have body position on his
opponent, who uses his stick (either the blade or the
shaft, including the butt-end of the shaft) to impede
or prevent his opponent from moving freely on the ice
shall be assessed a hooking penalty.

56.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty for interference can be imposed:

(i) Ona player who interferes with or impedes the progress of an
opponent who is not in possession of the puck;

(i) On a player who restrains an opponent who is attempting to “fore-
check’;

(iii)  On any player who deliberately checks an opponent, including the
goalkeeper, who is not in possession of the puck;

(iv)  On a player who shall cause an opponent who is not in possession of
the puck to be forced off-side, causing a stoppage in play. If this action
causes a delayed off-side (and not necessarily a stoppage in play),
then the application of a penalty for interference is subject to the
judgment of the Referee.

(v)  On a player who deliberately knocks the stick out of an opponent’s
hand, or prevents a player who has dropped his stick or any other
piece of equipment from regaining possession of it (see Rule 53.2(iii));

(vi)  On a player who knocks or shoots any abandoned or broken stick or
illegal puck or other debris towards an opposing puck carrier in a
manner that could cause him to be distracted. (See Rule 53.2(iii));

(vii) On any identifiable player on the players’ bench or penalty bench who,
by means of his stick or his body, interferes with the movements of the
puck or any opponent on the ice during the progress of the play;

(viii) On any player about to come onto the ice who plays the puck while one
or both skates are still on the players’ or penalty bench.

The appropriate penalty according to the playing rules shall be
assessed when a player on the players’ or penalty bench gets
involved with an opponent on the ice during a stoppage in play. The
player(s) involved may be subject to additional sanctions as
appropriate pursuant to Rule 28 — Supplementary Discipline.

56.3 Bench Minor Penalty - A bench minor penalty shall be imposed
when an unidentifiable player on the players’ bench or penalty bench
or any Coach or non-playing Club personnel who, by means of his
stick or his body, interferes with the movements of the puck or any
opponent on the ice during the progress of the play.

56.4 Major Penalty - The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a major
penalty, based on the degree of violence, to a player guilty of
interfering with an opponent (see 56.5).
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56.5 Game Misconduct Penalty — When a major penalty is imposed
under this rule for an infraction resulting in an injury of an opponent, a
game misconduct shall be imposed.

56.6 Penalty Shot - When a player in control of the puck in the neutral or
attacking zone and having no other opponent to pass than the
goalkeeper is interfered with by a stick or any part thereof or any other
object or piece of equipment thrown or shot by any member of the
defending team including the Coach or non-playing Club personnel, a
penalty shot shall be awarded to the non-offending team. When a
Coach or non-playing Club personnel is guilty of such an act, he shall
be automatically suspended from the game, ordered to the dressing
room and the matter will be reported to the Commissioner for possible
further disciplinary action.

56.7 Awarded Goal - If, when the goalkeeper has been removed from the
ice, any member of his team (including the goalkeeper) not legally on
the ice, including the Coach or non-playing Club personnel, interferes
by means of his body, stick or any other object or piece of equipment
with the movements of the puck or an opposing player in the neutral
or attacking zone, the Referee shall immediately award a goal to the
non-offending team. When a Coach or non-playing Club personnel is
guilty of such an act, he shall be automatically suspended from the
game, ordered to the dressing room and the matter will be reported to
the Commissioner for possible further disciplinary action.

56.8 Fines and/or Suspensions — Refer to Rule 23.6 — Fines and/or
Suspensions — Physical Infractions Category.

There are no specified fines or suspensions for interference,
however, supplementary discipline can be applied by the
Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 57 - Tripping

57.1 Tripping — A player shall not place the stick, knee, foot, arm, hand or
elbow in such a manner that causes his opponent to trip or fall.

Accidental trips which occur simultaneously with a completed play
will not be penalized. Accidental trips occurring simultaneously with or
after a stoppage of play will not be penalized.

57.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty shall be imposed on any player who
shall place his stick or any portion of his body in such a manner that it
shall cause his opponent to trip and fall.

57.3 Penalty Shot - When a player, in the neutral or attacking zone, in
control of the puck (or who could have obtained possession and
control of the puck) and having no other opponent to pass than the
goalkeeper, is tripped or otherwise fouled from behind, thus
preventing a reasonable scoring opportunity, a penalty shot shall be
awarded to the non-offending team. Nevertheless, the Referee shall
not stop play until the attacking team has lost possession of the puck
to the defending team.

The intention of this rule is to restore a reasonable scoring
opportunity which has been lost. If, however, the player fouled is able
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10 recover and obtain a reasonable Scoring opportunity (or a
teammate is able to gain a reasonable scoring opportunity), no
penalty shot should be awarded but the appropriate penalty should be
signaled and assessed if a goal is not scored on the play.

“Control of the puck” means the act of propelling the puck with the
stick, hand or feet.

In order for a penalty shot to be awarded for a player being fouled
from behind, the following four (4) criteria must have been met:

(i) The infraction must have taken place in the neutral or attacking zone

(i.e. over the puck carrier's own blue line).

(i) The infraction must have been committed from behind.

(i) The player in possession and control (or, in the judgment of the
Referee, the player clearly would have obtained possession and
control of the puck) must have been denied a reasonable chance to
score. The fact that the player got a shot off does not automatically
eliminate this play from the penalty shot consideration criteria. If the
infraction was from behind and the player was denied a ‘more”
reasonable scoring opportunity due to the infraction, then the penalty
shot should still be awarded.

(iv)  The player in possession and control (or, in the judgment of the
Referee, the player clearly would have obtained possession and
control) must have had no opposing player between himself and the
goalkeeper.

If, in the opinion of the Referee, a player makes contact with the
puck first and subsequently trips the opponent in so doing, no penalty
shot will be awarded, but a minor penalty for tripping shall be
assessed.

It should be noted that if the attacking player manages to get
around the goalkeeper and has no defending player between him and
the open goal, and he is fouled from behind by the goalkeeper or
another defending player, no goal can be awarded since the
goalkeeper is still on the ice. A penalty shot would be awarded.

57.4 Awarded Goal - If, when the opposing goalkeeper has been removed
from the ice, a player in control of the puck (or who could have
obtained possession and control of the puck) in the neutral or
attacking zone is tripped or otherwise fouled with no opposition
between him and the opposing goal, thus preventing a reasonable
scoring opportunity, the Referee shall immediately stop play and
award a goal to the attacking team.
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Rule 58 - Butt-ending

58.1 Butt-ending — The action whereby a player uses the shaft of the stick,
above the upper hand, to check an opposing player in any manner or
jabs or attempts to jab an opposing player with this part of the stick.

58.2 Double-minor Penalty - A double-minor penalty will be imposed on a
player who attempts to butt-end an opponent.

58.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty shall be imposed on a player who
butt-ends an opponent (see section 58.5).

58.4 Match Penalty - A match penalty shall be imposed on a player who
injures an opponent as a result of a butt-end.

58.5 Game Misconduct Penalty — When a major penalty is imposed for
butt-ending, a game misconduct penalty must also be assessed.

58.6 Fines and/or Suspensions - If deemed appropriate, supplementary
discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer
to Rule 28).

Rule 59 — Cross-checking

59.1 Cross-checking - The action of using the shaft of the stick between
the two hands to forcefully check an opponent.

59.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty, at the discretion of the Referee
based on the severity of the contact, shall be imposed on a player
who “cross checks” an opponent.

59.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty, at the discretion of the Referee
based on the severity of the contact, shall be imposed on a player
who “cross checks” an opponent (see 59.5).

59.4 Match Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by cross-checking.

59.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - When a major penalty is assessed for
cross-checking, an automatic game misconduct penalty shall be
imposed on the offending player.

59.6 Penalty Shot — refer to Rule 57.3 — Tripping

59.7 Awarded Goal - refer to Rule 25 — Awarded Goals

59.8 Fines and/or Suspensions - If deemed appropriate, supplementary
discipline can be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer
to Rule 28).

Rule 60 — High-sticking
60.1 High-sticking — For “high-sticking the puck”, refer to Rule 80.

A “high stick” is one which contacts an opponent above the
shoulders, provided their shoulders are at waist level or higher.
Players must be in control and responsible for their stick. However, a
player is permitted accidental contact on an opponent if the act is
committed as a normal windup or follow through of a shooting motion,
or accidental contact on the opposing center who is bent over during
the course of a face-off. A wild swing at a bouncing puck would not be
considered a normal windup or follow through and any contact to an
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opponent above the height of the shoulders shall be penalized
accordingly.

60.2 Minor Penalty - Any contact made by a stick on an opponent above
the shoulders is prohibited and a minor penalty shall be imposed.

60.3 Double-minor Penalty - When a player makes contact with his stick
on an opponent’s neck, face or head (above the height of the
opponent’s waist) so that injury results, in the manner of drawing
blood or otherwise, the Referee shall assess a double-minor penalty.
Referees making this call shall have the option (but not the obligation)
to review video of the play for the purpose of confirming (or
rescinding) their original call on the ice, and, in particular, whether the
stick causing the apparent injury was actually the stick of the Player
being penalized. Such reviews will be conducted exclusively by the
Referee(s) on the ice in consultation with other On-Ice Officials.
Communication between the Situation Room and the Referees shall
include the former Referee and Game Logger in the Situation Room to
ensure the Referees are receiving any and all video they might
request, as well as the appropriate replay angles they may need to
review the penalty call. There shall be no other consultation between
the Referees and the NHL Situation Room, or with any other non-
game participant.

60.4 Match Penalty — When, in the opinion of the Referee, a player
attempts to or deliberately injures an opponent with a high-stick, the
Referee shall assess a match penalty to the offending player.

60.5 Penalty Shot — refer to Rule 57.3 - Tripping

NOTE: When a penalty shot is awarded for high-sticking that causes an
injury, regardless of the outcome of the shot, the penalized player must still
serve two-minutes of the original four-minute penalty.

60.6 Awarded Goal - refer to Rule 25 — Awarded Goals

60.7 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for high-sticking, however, supplementary discipline can
be applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Hooking

Although hooking can be classified as a stick-related infraction, it has been
placed in Section 7 — Restraining Infractions as Rule 55 as this tends to be
the more prominent application of this rule.

Rule 61 - Slashing

61.1 Slashing - Slashing is the act of a player swinging his stick at an
opponent, whether contact is made or not. Non-aggressive stick
contact to the pant or front of the shin pads, should not be penalized
as slashing. Any forceful or powerful chop with the stick on an
opponent’s body, the opponent’s stick, or on or near the opponent's
hands that, in the judgment of the Referee, is not an attempt to play
the puck, shall be penalized as slashing.

61.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty, at the discretion of the Referee
based on the severity of the contact, shall be imposed on a player
who slashes an opponent.

61.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty, at the discretion of the Referee
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based on the severity of the contact, shall be imposed on a player
who slashes an opponent. When injury occurs, a major penalty must
be assessed under this rule (see 61.5).

61.4 Match Penalty — The Referee, at his discretion, may assess a match
penalty if, in his judgment, the player attempted to or deliberately
injured his opponent by slashing.

61.5 Game Misconduct Penalty — Whenever a major penalty is assessed
for slashing, a game misconduct penalty must also be imposed.

61.6 Penalty Shot - refer to Rule 57.3 - Tripping.

61.7 Awarded Goal - refer to Rule 25 — Awarded Goals.

61.8 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for slashing, however, supplementary discipline can be
applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).

Rule 62 — Spearing

62.1 Spearing - Spearing shall mean stabbing an opponent with the point
of the stick blade, whether contact is made or not.

62.2 Double-minor Penalty - A double-minor penalty will be imposed on a
player who spears an opponent and does not make contact.

62.3 Major Penalty - A major penalty shall be imposed on a player who
spears an opponent (see 62.5).

62.4 Match Penalty - A match penalty shall be imposed on a player who
injures an opponent as a result of a spear.

62.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - Whenever a major penalty is assessed
for spearing, a game misconduct penalty must also be imposed.

62.6 Fines and/or Suspensions - There are no specified fines or
suspensions for spearing, however, supplementary discipline can be
applied by the Commissioner at his discretion (refer to Rule 28).
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Rule 63 — Delaying the Game

63.1 Delaying the Game — A player or a team may be penalized when, in
the opinion of the Referee, is delaying the game in any manner.

63.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty for delay of game shall be imposed:

(i) Onany player, including the goalkeeper, who holds, freezes or plays
the puck with his stick, skates or body in such a manner as to
deliberately cause a stoppage of play. With regard to a goalkeeper, this
rule applies outside of his goal crease area;

(i) On any player who deliberately shoots or bats (using his hand, leg,
foot, arm, or stick, etc.) the puck outside the playing area (from
anywhere on the ice surface) during the play or after a stoppage of
play;

(iii) - On any player who shoots or bats (using his hand or his stick) the puck
directly (non-deflected) out of the playing surface from his defending
zone, except where there is no glass. The determining factor shall be
the position of the puck when it was shot or batted by the offending
player. If contact with the puck occurs while the puck is inside the
defending zone, and subsequently goes out of play, the minor penalty
shall be assessed. When the puck is shot over the glass ‘behind’ the
players’ bench, the penalty will be assessed;

NOTE: When the puck is shot into the players’ bench, the penalty
will not apply. When the puck goes out of the playing area directly
off a face-off, no penalty shall be assessed.

(iv)  On any player who delays the game by deliberately displacing a goal
post from its normal position. The Referee shall stop play immediately
when the offending team gains control of the puck;

NOTE: If a player deliberately displaces a goal post from its
normal position when an opponent has an imminent scoring
opportunity on an open net, a goal may be awarded by the
Referee (see 63.7).

(v)  On a player other than the goalkeeper who deliberately falls on or
gathers the puck into his body;

NOTE: Any player who drops to his knees to block a shot should
not be penalized if the puck is shot under him or becomes lodged
in his clothing or equipment but any use of the hands to make the
puck unplayable should be penalized promptly.

(vi)  On a goalkeeper who races out of his crease in an attempt to beat the
attacking player to the puck and instead of playing the puck jumps on
the puck causing a stoppage of play;

NOTE: If a goalkeeper comes out of his crease to “cut down the
angle” on a shot and after making the save covers the puck, this
shall be legal.

(vii) On a goalkeeper who, when he is in his own goal crease, deliberately
falls on or gathers the puck into his body or who holds or places the
puck against any part of the goal in such a manner as to cause a
stoppage of play unless he is actually being checked by an opponent;
(viii) On a goalkeeper who plays the puck outside of the designated area
behind the net. The determining factor shall be the position of the puck.
NOTE: The minor penalty will not be assessed when a
goalkeeper plays the puck while maintaining skate contact with his
goal crease.
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(ix)  For adjustments to clothing, equipment, skates or sticks.

NOTE: No penalty should be assessed when a water bottle is
delivered to a goalkeeper, however, this should be conducted
during time-outs and if, in the opinion of the Referee, it is being
done to intentionally delay the game, a minor penalty may be
assessed.

(x)  No delay shall be permitted for the repair or adjustment of goalkeeper’s
equipment. If adjustments are required, the goalkeeper shall leave the
ice and his place shall be taken by the substitute goalkeeper
immediately. For an infraction of this rule by a goalkeeper, a minor
penalty shall be imposed.

63.3 Bench Minor Penalty - A bench minor penalty shall be imposed upon
any Team which, after warning by the Referee to its Captain or
Alternate Captain to place the correct number of players on the ice
and commence play, fails to comply with the Referee’s direction and
thereby causes any delay by making additional substitutions
(including, but not limited to, continually substituting goalkeepers for
the purpose of stalling or delaying the game), by persisting in having
its players off-side, or in any other manner.

63.4 Delayed Whistle - When the net is accidentally displaced by an
attacking player, and the defending side is in control of the puck and
moving out of their zone, play shall be permitted to continue until such
time as the non-offending team loses control of the puck. The
resulting face-off will take place at a face-off spot in the zone nearest
the location where the play was stopped, unless it is in the non-
offending team’s defending zone, and as such the ensuing face-off
would be outside the blue line at one of the face-off spots in the
neutral zone. It is possible for a goal to be scored at one end of the
rink while the net at the other end has been dislodged, provided that
the team being scored upon is the team responsible for dislodging the
net at the other end of the rink.

63.5 Objects Thrown on the Ice - In the event that objects are thrown on
the ice that interfere with the progress of the game, the Referee shall
blow the whistle and stop the play and the puck shall be faced-off at a
face-off spot in the zone nearest to the spot where play is stopped.
When objects are thrown on the ice during a stoppage in play,
including after the scoring of a goal, the Referee shall have
announced over the public address system that any further
occurrences will result in a bench minor penalty being assessed to the
home Team. Articles thrown onto the ice following a special occasion
(i.e. hat trick) will not result in a bench minor penalty being assessed.
Refer also to Rule 53.7 when spectator interference occurs during a
breakaway.

63.6 Penalty Shot - If by reason of insufficient time in the regular playing
time or by reason of penalties already imposed, the minor penalty
assessed to a player for deliberately displacing his own goal post
cannot be served in its entirety within the regular playing time of the
game or at any time in overtime, a penalty shot shall be awarded
against the offending team.

No defending player, except the goalkeeper, will be permitted to
fall on the puck, hold the puck, pick up the puck, or gather the puck

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
95

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 9 — OTHER INFRACTIONS

into the body or hands when the puck is within the goal crease. For
infringement of this rule, play shall inmediately be stopped and a
penalty shot shall be ordered against the offending team, but no other
penalty shall be given. The rule shall be interpreted so that a penalty
shot will be awarded only when the puck is in the crease at the instant
the offense occurs. However, in cases where the puck is outside the
crease, Rule 63 may still apply and a minor penalty may be imposed,
even though no penalty shot is awarded. The significant factor when
determining whether or not a penalty shot is warranted is the location
of the puck at the time it was held, grabbed or gathered into the body.
If the puck is in the crease, penalty shot. If the puck is outside the
crease and gathered into the body of a player (other than the
goalkeeper) who is inside the crease, minor penalty). See also Rule
67 — Handling Puck.

63.7 Awarded Goal - In the event that the goal post is displaced, either
deliberately or accidentally, by a defending player, prior to the puck
crossing the goal line between the normal position of the goalposts,
the Referee may award a goal.

In order to award a goal in this situation, the goal post must have
been displaced by the actions of a defending player, the attacking
player must have an imminent scoring opportunity prior to the goal
post being displaced, and it must be determined that the puck would
have entered the net between the normal position of the goal posts.

If the goal post is deliberately displaced by a goalkeeper during the
course of a “breakaway,” a goal will be awarded to the non-offending
team.

When the goal post has been displaced deliberately by the
defending team when their goalkeeper has been removed for an extra
attacker thereby preventing an impending goal by the attacking team,
the Referee shall award a goal to the attacking team.

The goal frame is considered to be displaced if either or both goal
pegs are no longer in their respective holes in the ice, or the net has
come completely off one or both pegs, prior to or as the puck enters
the goal.

63.8 No Line Change - In the event that the goal post is displaced
accidentally by a defending skater or goalkeeper causing a stoppage
in play, the ensuing face-off shall be conducted at one of the end zone
face-off spots in the defending zone. The offending team shall not be
permitted to make any player substitutions prior to the face-
off. However, a team shall be permitted to make a player substitution
to replace a goalkeeper who had been substituted for an extra
attacker, to replace an injured player, or when a penalty has been
assessed which affects the on-ice strength of either team.

In the event that the puck is shot into the end zone by the
attacking team from their own side of the center red line, and the
opposing goalkeeper freezes the puck resulting in a stoppage of play,
the ensuing face-off shall be conducted at one of the end zone face-
off spots in the goalkeeper's defending zone. The defending team
shall not be permitted to make any player substitutions prior to the
face-off. However, a team shall be permitted to make a player
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substitution to replace an injured player, or when a penalty has been
assessed which affects the on-ice strength of either team.

In addition, for both situations outlined in this section, for the
ensuing face-off in the defending zone, the attacking team will have
the choice of which end zone dot the face-off will take place.

63.9 Infractions — The following list of infractions shall result in a penalty
(minor, bench minor, penalty shot or awarded goal) being imposed by
the Referee for delaying the game:

(i) Deliberately shooting the puck out of play.
(i) Deliberately throwing or batting the puck out of play.

(i) Shooting or batting the puck (with the hand or with the stick) over the
glass from the defending zone.

(iv) Deliberately displacing the goal from it's normal position (or
accidentally by a defending player or goalkeeper in relation to the
awarding of a goal).

(v)  Refusing to place the correct number of players on the ice.
(vi)  Persisting in having players in an off-side position.

(vii) Deliberately falling on the puck.

(viii) Adjustment of clothing or equipment.

Rule 64 — Diving / Embellishment

64.1 Diving / Embellishment — Any player who blatantly dives,
embellishes a fall or a reaction, or who feigns an injury shall be
penalized with a minor penalty under this rule.

A goalkeeper who deliberately initiates contact with an attacking
player other than to establish position in the crease, or who otherwise
acts to create the appearance of other than incidental contact with an
attacking player, is subject to the assessment of a minor penalty for
diving / embellishment.

64.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty shall be imposed on a player who
attempts to draw a penalty by his actions (“diving / embellishment’).

64.3 Fines and/or Suspensions - As outlined in League issued
memorandum distributed to all teams prior to the 2015-2016 season.

Rule 65 - Equipment

65.1 Equipment — The onus is on the player to maintain his equipment and
uniform in playing condition as set forth in these rules.

65.2 Minor Penalty - All protective equipment, except gloves, headgear
and goalkeepers’ leg pads must be worn under the uniform. For
violation of this rule, after warning by the Referee, a minor penalty
shall be imposed. Players violating this rule shall not be permitted to
participate in the game until such equipment has been corrected or
removed.

Play shall not be stopped, nor the game delayed by reasons of
adjustments to clothing, equipment, skates or sticks. For an
infringement of this rule, a minor penalty shall be given. If, however, a
player or goalkeeper loses or breaks a skate blade, the Referee may
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allow the play to be completed and then stop play.

No delay shall be permitted for the repair or adjustment of
goalkeeper's equipment. If adjustments are required, the goalkeeper
shall leave the ice and his place shall be taken by the substitute
goalkeeper immediately. For an infraction of this rule by a goalkeeper,
a minor penalty shall be imposed.

Rule 66 — Forfeit of Game

66.1 Forfeit of Game - In the event of failure by a Club to comply with a
provision of the League constitution, by-laws, resolutions, rules or
regulations affecting the playing of a game, the Referee shall, if so
directed by the Commissioner or his designee, refuse to permit the
game to proceed until the offending Club comes into compliance with
such provision.

Should the offending club persist in its refusal to come into
compliance, the Referee shall, with the prior approval of the
Commissioner or his designee, declare the game forfeited and the
non-offending Club the winner. Should the Referee declare the game
forfeited because both Clubs have refused to comply with such a
provision, the visiting Club shall be declared the winner.

If the game is declared forfeited prior to its having commenced, the
score shall be recorded as 1-0 and no player shall be credited with
any personal statistics.

If the game was in progress at the time it is declared forfeited, the
score shall be recorded as zero for the loser and 1, or such greater
number of goals that had been scored by it, for the winner; however,
the players on both Clubs shall be credited with all personal statistics
earned up to the time the forfeit was declared.

Rule 67 - Handling Puck

67.1 Handling Puck - This rule outlines infractions that can resultin a
penalty when a player or goalkeeper illegally uses his hand on the
puck. Refer to Rule 79 — Hand Pass for all references related to
passing the puck with the hand.

67.2 Minor Penalty — Player - A player shall be permitted to catch the
puck out of the air but must immediately place it or knock it down to
the ice. A player shall be assessed a minor penalty for “closing his
hand on the puck”:

(i) Ifhe catches it and skates with it, either to avoid a check or to gain a
territorial advantage over his opponent;
(i) If he places his hand over the puck while it is on the ice in order to
conceal it from or prevent an opponent from playing the puck;
NOTE: When this is done in his team’s goal crease area, a penalty
shot shall be assessed (67.4) or a goal awarded (67.5).
(iii) ~ If he picks the puck up off the ice with his hand while play is in
progress.
A minor penalty shall be assessed for “delay of game — face-off
violation” to a player taking the face-off who:
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(i) Attempts to win the face-off by batting the puck with their hand.
NOTE: The two players involved in the actual face-off (the centers)
are not permitted to play the puck with their hand without incurring
a penalty under this rule until such time as a third player (from
either team) has at least touched the puck. Once the face-off is
deemed complete (and a winner of the face-off is clear) hand
passes shall be enforced as per Rule 79 — Hand Pass.

67.3 Minor Penalty — Goalkeeper - The object of this entire rule is to keep
the puck in play continuously and any action taken by the goalkeeper
which causes an unnecessary stoppage must be penalized without
warning. A delay of game penalty shall be assessed to a goalkeeper
who:

(i) Holds the puck with his hands for longer than three seconds unless he
is actually being checked by an opponent.
(i) Deliberately holds the puck in any manner which, in the opinion of the
Referee, causes an unnecessary stoppage of play;
(iii) -~ Throws the puck forward towards the opponent’s net;
NOTE: In the case where the puck thrown forward by the
goalkeeper being taken by an opponent, the Referee shall allow
the resulting play to be completed, and if goal is scored by the non-
offending team, it shall be allowed and no penalty given; but if a
goal is not scored, play shall be stopped and a minor penalty shall
be imposed against the goalkeeper.
(iv) - Drops the puck into his pads or onto the goal net;
(v)  Deliberately piles up snow or obstacles at or near his net that, in the
opinion of the Referee, would tend to prevent the scoring of a goal.

67.4 Penalty Shot - If a defending player, except a goalkeeper, while play
is in progress, falls on the puck, holds the puck, picks up the puck, or
gathers the puck into his body or hands from the ice in the goal crease
area, the play shall be stopped immediately and a penalty shot shall
be awarded to the non-offending team. See also Rule 63 — Delaying
the Game.

67.5 Awarded Goal - When a goalkeeper, prior to proceeding to his
players’ bench to be replaced by an extra attacker, intentionally leaves
his stick or other piece of equipment, piles snow or other obstacles at
or near his net that, in the opinion of the Referee, would tend to
prevent the puck from entering the net, a goal shall be awarded. In
order to award a goal in this situation, the goalkeeper must have been
replaced for an extra attacker, otherwise a minor penalty shall be
assessed.

If a player, when the goalkeeper has been replaced for an extra
attacker, falls on the puck, holds the puck, picks up the puck, or
gathers the puck into his body or hands from the ice in the goal crease
area, the play shall be stopped immediately and goal awarded to the
non-offending team.

67.6 Disallowed Goal - A goal cannot be scored by an attacking player
who bats or directs the puck with his hand into the net. A goal cannot
be scored by an attacking player who bats or directs the puck and it is
deflected into the net off any player, goalkeeper or official. When the
puck enters the net on a clear deflection off a glove, the goal shall be
allowed.
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Rule 68 - lllegal Substitution

68.1 lllegal Substitution — An illegal substitution shall be deemed to have
occurred when a player enters the game illegally from either the
players’ bench (teammate not within the five (5) foot limit, refer to Rule
74 - Too Many Men on the Ice), from the penalty bench (penalty has
not yet expired), when a major penalty is being served and the
replacement player does not return to the ice from the penalty bench
(see 68.2), or when a player illegally enters the game for the sole
purpose of preventing an opposing player from scoring on a
breakaway (see 68.3 and 68.4).

When an injured player is penalized and leaves the game, if he
returns before the expiration of his penalty, he is not eligible to play.
This includes coincidental penalties when his substitute is still in the
penalty box awaiting a stoppage in play. The injured player must wait
until his substitute has been released from the penalty box before he
is eligible to play. See 8.1.

68.2 Bench Minor Penalty — When a player receives a major penalty and
a misconduct or game misconduct penalty at the same time, or when
an injured player receives a major penalty and is unable to serve the
penalty himself, the penalized team shall place a substitute player on
the penalty bench before the major penalty expires and no
replacement for the penalized player shall be permitted to enter the
game except from the penalty bench. Any violation of this provision
shall be treated as an illegal substitution under this rule calling for a
bench minor penalty.

68.3 Penalty Shot - If a player of the attacking side in possession of the
puck shall be in such a position as to have no opposition between him
and the opposing goalkeeper, and while in such position he shall be
interfered with by a player of the opposing side who shall have illegally
entered the game, the Referee shall impose a penalty shot against the
side to which the offending player belongs.

68.4 Awarded Goal - If, when the opposing goalkeeper has been removed
from the ice, a player of the side attacking the unattended goal is
interfered with in the neutral or attacking zone by a player who shall
have entered the game illegally, the Referee shall immediately award
a goal to the non-offending team.

68.5 Disallowed Goal - If a penalized player returns to the ice from the
penalty bench before his penalty has expired by his own error or the
error of the Penalty Timekeeper, any goal scored by his own team
while he (or his substitute) is illegally on the ice shall be disallowed but
all penalties imposed on either team shall be served as regular
penalties. The penalized player must return to serve his unexpired
time (and an additional minor penalty if he left the penalty bench on
his own).

If a player shall illegally enter the game from his own players’
bench or from any other location in the rink, any goal scored by his
own team while he is illegally on the ice shall be disallowed but all
penalties imposed on either team shall be served as regular penalties.
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68.6 Deliberate lllegal Substitution — see Rule 74 — Too Many Men on
the Ice.

Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper

69.1 Interference on the Goalkeeper - This rule is based on the premise
that an attacking player’s position, whether inside or outside the
crease, should not, by itself, determine whether a goal should be
allowed or disallowed. In other words, goals scored while attacking
players are standing in the crease may, in appropriate circumstances
be allowed (refer to Rule 69.7 for example). Goals should be
disallowed only if: (1) an attacking player, either by his positioning or
by contact, impairs the goalkeeper’s ability to move freely within his
crease or defend his goal; or (2) an attacking player initiates
intentional or deliberate contact with a goalkeeper, inside or outside of
his goal crease. Incidental contact with a goalkeeper will be permitted,
and resulting goals allowed, when such contact is initiated outside of
the goal crease, provided the attacking player has made a reasonable
effort to avoid such contact. The rule will be enforced exclusively in
accordance with the on-ice judgement of the Referee(s), but may be
subject to a Coach’s Challenge (see Rule 38).

For purposes of this rule, “contact,” whether incidental or
otherwise, shall mean any contact that is made between or among a
goalkeeper and attacking player(s), whether by means of a stick or
any part of the body.

The overriding rationale of this rule is that a goalkeeper should
have the ability to move freely within his goal crease without being
hindered by the actions of an attacking player. If an attacking player
enters the goal crease and, by his actions, impairs the goalkeeper’s
ability to defend his goal, and a goal is scored, the goal will be
disallowed.

If an attacking player has been pushed, shoved, or fouled by a
defending player so as to cause him to come into contact with the
goalkeeper, such contact will not be deemed contact initiated by the
attacking player for purposes of this rule, provided the attacking player
has made a reasonable effort to avoid such contact.

If a defending player has been pushed, shoved, or fouled by an
attacking player so as to cause the defending player to come into
contact with his own goalkeeper, such contact shall be deemed
contact initiated by the attacking player for purposes of this rule, and if
necessary a penalty assessed to the attacking player and if a goal is
scored it would be disallowed.

69.2 Penalty - In all cases in which an attacking player initiates intentional
or deliberate contact with a goalkeeper, whether or not the goalkeeper
is inside or outside the goal crease, and whether or not a goal is
scored, the attacking player will receive a penalty (minor or major, as
the Referee deems appropriate). In all cases where the infraction
being imposed is to the attacking player for hindering the goalkeeper’s
ability to move freely in his goal crease, the penalty to be assessed is
for goalkeeper interference.
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In exercising his judgment, the Referee should give more
significant consideration to the degree and nature of the contact with
the goalkeeper than to the exact location of the goalkeeper at the time
of the contact.

69.3 Contact Inside the Goal Crease - If an attacking player initiates
contact with a goalkeeper, incidental or otherwise, while the
goalkeeper is in his goal crease, and a goal is scored, the goal will be
disallowed (refer to Rule 69.7 for an exception).

If a goalkeeper, in the act of establishing his position within his
goal crease, initiates contact with an attacking player who is in the
goal crease, and this results in an impairment of the goalkeeper's
ability to defend his goal, and a goal is scored, the goal will be
disallowed.

If, after any contact by a goalkeeper who is attempting to establish
position in his goal crease, the attacking player does not immediately
vacate his current position in the goal crease (i.e. give ground to the
goalkeeper), and a goal is scored, the goal will be disallowed. In all
such cases, whether or not a goal is scored, the attacking player will
receive a minor penalty for goalkeeper interference.

If an attacking player establishes a significant position within the
goal crease, so as to obstruct the goalkeeper’s vision and impair his
ability to defend his goal, and a goal is scored, the goal will be
disallowed.

For this purpose, a player “establishes a significant position within
the crease” when, in the Referee’s judgment, his body, or a
substantial portion thereof, is within the goal crease for more than an
instantaneous period of time.

Refer also to Reference Tables — Table 14 — Interference on the
Goalkeeper Situations (page 153).

69.4 Contact Outside the Goal Crease - If an attacking player initiates
any contact with a goalkeeper, other than incidental contact, while the
goalkeeper is outside his goal crease, and a goal is scored, the goal
will be disallowed.

A goalkeeper is not “fair game” just because he is outside the goal
crease. The appropriate penalty should be assessed in every case
where an attacking player makes unnecessary contact with the
goalkeeper. However, incidental contact will be permitted when the
goalkeeper is in the act of playing the puck outside his goal crease
provided the attacking player has made a reasonable effort to avoid
such unnecessary contact.

When a goalkeeper has played the puck outside of his crease and
is then prevented from returning to his crease area due to the
deliberate actions of an attacking player, such player may be
penalized for goalkeeper interference. Similarly, the goalkeeper may
be penalized, if by his actions outside of his crease he deliberately
interferes with an attacking player who is attempting to play the puck
or an opponent.

Refer also to Reference Tables — Table 14 — Interference on the
Goalkeeper Situations (page 153).
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69.5 Coach’s Challenge - Refer to Rule 38.

69.6 Face-off Location — Whenever the Referee stops play to disallow a
goal as a result of contact with the goalkeeper (incidental or
otherwise), the resulting face-off shall take place at the nearest neutral
zone face-off spot outside the attacking zone of the offending team.

69.7 Rebounds and Loose Pucks - In a rebound situation, or where a
goalkeeper and attacking player(s) are simultaneously attempting to
play a loose puck, whether inside or outside the crease, incidental
contact with the goalkeeper will be permitted, and any goal that is
scored as a result thereof will be allowed.

In the event that a goalkeeper has been pushed into the net
together with the puck by an attacking player after making a stop, the
goal will be disallowed. If applicable, appropriate penalties will be
assessed. If, however, in the opinion of the Referee, the attacking
player was pushed or otherwise fouled by a defending player causing
the goalkeeper to be pushed into the net together with the puck, the
goal can be permitted.

In the event that the puck is under a player in or around the crease
area (deliberately or otherwise), a goal cannot be scored by pushing
this player together with the puck into the goal. If applicable, the
appropriate penalties will be assessed, including a penalty shot if
deemed to be covered in the crease deliberately (see Rule 63 —
Delaying the Game).

69.8 Fines and/or Suspensions - An attacking player who, in the
judgment of the Referee, initiates contact with the goalkeeper,
whether inside or outside the crease, in a fashion that would otherwise
warrant a penalty, will be assessed an appropriate penalty (minor or
major and/or game misconduct) and will be subject to additional
sanctions as appropriate pursuant to Rule 28 — Supplementary
Discipline.

Rule 70 - Leaving the Bench

70.1 Leaving the Bench - No player may leave the players’ or penalty
bench at any time during an altercation or for the purpose of starting
an altercation.

70.2 Legal Line Change - A player who has entered the game while play
is in progress from his own players’ bench or legally from the penalty
bench (penalty time has expired) who starts an altercation may be
subject to discipline in accordance with Rule 28 — Supplementary
Discipline.

A player or players who have entered the game on a legal line
change during a stoppage of play, who line up in preparation for the
ensuing face-off, and who participate in an altercation shall be
penalized under the appropriate rule and will be subject to discipline in
accordance with Rule 28 — Supplementary Discipline (a game
misconduct is not automatic in this situation unless provided for as a
result of his actions in the altercation).
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70.3 Leaving the Players’ Bench — Players shall not be permitted to come
on the ice during a stoppage of play or at the end of the first and
second periods for the purpose of warming-up. The Referee will report
any violation of this rule to the Commissioner for disciplinary action.

Except at the end of each period or for entering the game legally,
no player may, at any time, leave the players’ bench. If it is necessary
to proceed to the dressing room during the course of the game (and
when it is required to proceed by way of the ice to access the dressing
room), the player must wait for a stoppage of play and ensure there
are not altercations in progress before proceeding.

The player who was the first or second player to leave the players’
(or penalty bench) during an altercation or for the purpose of starting
an altercation, from either or both teams shall be assessed a game
misconduct penalty.

70.4 Leaving the Penalty Bench - Except at the end of each period or on
expiration of his penalty, no player may, at any time, leave the penalty
bench.

A player serving a penalty on the penalty bench, who is to be
changed after the penalty has been served, must proceed at once by
way of the ice and be at his own players’ bench before any change
can be made. For any violation of this rule, a bench minor penalty
shall be imposed for too many men on the ice (see Rule 74 — Too
Many Men on the Ice).

A penalized player who leaves the penalty bench before his
penalty has expired, whether play is in progress or not, shall incur an
additional minor penalty after serving his unexpired penalty.

Any player who, having entered the penalty bench, leaves the
penalty bench prior to the expiration of his penalty for the purpose of
challenging an official’s ruling, shall be assessed a game misconduct
penalty. He shall also be automatically suspended for the next three
(3) regular League and/or playoff games of his Club. This rule does
not replace any other more severe penalty that may be imposed for
leaving the penalty bench for the purpose of starting or participating in
an altercation as outlined in this rule.

Any penalized player leaving the penalty bench during a stoppage
of play and during an altercation shall incur a minor penalty plus a
game misconduct penalty. The minor penalty plus the unexpired time
remaining in his original penalty must be served by a replacement
player placed on the penalty bench by the Coach of the offending
team.

If a player leaves the penalty bench before his penalty is fully
served, the Penalty Timekeeper shall note the time and signal the
officials who will stop play when the offending player’s team obtains
control of the puck. An additional minor penalty must be served by this
player in addition to the time remaining in his original penalty (this
unexpired time is calculated from the time he left the penalty bench
illegally).

In the case of a player returning to the ice before his time has
expired through an error of the Penalty Timekeeper, he is not to serve
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an additional penalty, but must serve his unexpired time this
unexpired time is calculated from the time he left the penalty bench
through the error of the Penalty Timekeeper).

At a stoppage of play following the expiration of their penalties, if a
player or players exiting the penalty bench get involved in an
altercation, those coming from the penalty bench shall be assessed
the penalties they incur in the altercation in addition to a game
misconduct and a ten (10) game suspension as outlined in 70.10.
Should a player coming from the penalty bench at a stoppage of play
get involved with an opponent and the opponent is deemed to be the
instigator of the altercation, then the player coming from the penalty
bench would not be subject to the game misconduct and ten (10)
game suspension.

70.5 Bench Minor Penalty — A bench minor penalty shall be imposed on a
team whose player(s) leave the players’ bench for any purpose other
than a change of players and when no altercation is in progress.

If a Coach or non-playing Club personnel gets on the ice (unless
directed to do so by an on-ice official, i.e. to attend to an injured
player) after the start of a period and before that period is ended, the
Referee shall impose a bench minor penalty against the team and
report the incident to the Commissioner for disciplinary action.

70.6 Game Misconduct Penalty — A game misconduct penalty shall be
imposed on the player who was the first or second player to leave the
players’ or penalty bench during an altercation or for the purpose of
starting an altercation, from either or both teams.

Any penalized player leaving the penalty bench during a stoppage
of play and during an altercation shall incur a minor penalty plus a
game misconduct penalty. The minor penalty plus the unexpired time
remaining in his original penalty must be served by a replacement
player placed on the penalty bench by the Coach of the offending
team.

Any player who has been ordered to the dressing room by the
officials and returns to his bench or to the ice surface for any reason
before the appropriate time shall be assessed a game misconduct and
shall be suspended automatically without pay for the next ten (10)
regular League and/or Play-off games.

Once a player enters the penalty bench, he must not leave until his
penalty expires and his team is entitled to an additional player on the
ice, or, at the end of a period to proceed to his dressing room, or,
when he has received permission from an on-ice official. At any other
time, he shall be assessed a game misconduct penalty under this rule.

70.7 Penalty Shot - If a player of the attacking side in possession of the
puck shall be in such a position as to have no opposition between him
and the opposing goalkeeper, and while in such position he shall be
interfered with by a player of the opposing side who shall have illegally
entered the game, the Referee shall impose a penalty shot against the
side to which the offending player belongs.

70.8 Awarded Goal - If, when the opposing goalkeeper has been removed
from the ice, a player of the side attacking the unattended goal is
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interfered with in the neutral or attacking zone by a player who shall
have entered the game illegally, the Referee shall immediately award
a goal to the non-offending team.

70.9 Disallowed Goal - If a penalized player returns to the ice from the
penalty bench before his penalty has expired by his own error or the
error of the Penalty Timekeeper, any goal scored by his own team
while he is illegally on the ice shall be disallowed but all penalties
imposed on either team shall be served as regular penalties.

If a player shall illegally enter the game from his own players’
bench or from the penalty bench, any goal scored by his own team
while he is illegally on the ice shall be disallowed but all penalties
imposed on either team shall be served as regular penalties.

70.10Fines and/or Suspensions — The first player to leave the players’ or
penalty bench illegally during an altercation or for the purpose of
starting an altercation from either or both teams shall be suspended
automatically without pay for the next ten (10) regular League and/or
Play-off games of his team.

The second player to leave the players’ or penalty bench illegally
during an altercation or for the purpose of starting an altercation from
either or both teams shall be suspended automatically without pay for
the next five (5) regular League and/or Play-off games.

The determination as to which players shall be deemed the first or
second players to have left their respective players’ or penalty
benches illegally shall be made by the Referees in consultation with
the Linespersons and Off-Ice Officials. In the event that they are
unable to identify the offending players, the matter will be referred to
the Commissioner or his designee and such determinations may be
made subsequently based on reports and other information including
but not limited to game video.

Any team that has a player penalized for being the first or second
player to leave the players’ or penalty bench illegally during an
altercation or for the purpose of starting an altercation, shall be fined
ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the first instance. This fine shall be
increased by five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each subsequent
occurrence over the next following three-year period.

All players as well as the first and second players who leave the
bench illegally during an altercation or for the purpose of starting an
altercation shall be subject to an automatic fine in the amount equal to
the maximum permitted under the collective bargaining agreement.

Any player who leaves the penalty bench illegally during an
altercation and is not the first player to do so, shall be suspended
automatically without pay for the next five (5) regular League and/or
Play-off games.

Any Club executive or non-playing Club personnel not normally on
the players’ bench, who gets on the ice after the start of a period and
before that period is ended, requires that the Referee report the
incident to the Commissioner for disciplinary action.

Any player who has been ordered to the dressing room by the
officials and returns to his bench or to the ice surface for any reason

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
106

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 9 — OTHER INFRACTIONS

before the appropriate time shall be assessed a game misconduct and
shall be suspended automatically without pay for the next ten (10)
regular League and/or Play-off games.

The Coach(es) of the team(s) whose player(s) left the players’
bench(es) or penalty bench(es) illegally during an altercation shall be
suspended, pending a review by the Commissioner. The Coach(es)
also will be fined a maximum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000).

For all suspensions imposed on players under this rule, the Club of
the player or goalkeeper shall pay to the League a sum equal to the
pro-rata of that player’s salary covered by the suspension. For
purposes of computing amounts due for a player’s suspension, the
player's fixed salary shall be divided by the number of days in the
regular season and then, said result shall be multiplied by the number
of games suspended.

In addition, any Club that is deemed by the Commissioner to pay
or reimburse to the player the amount of the fine or loss of salary
assessed under this rule shall be fined automatically one hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000).

In the event that suspensions imposed under this rule cannot be
completed in regular League and/or Play-off games in any one
season, the remainder of the suspension shall be served the following
season.

Rule 71 - Premature Substitution

71.1 Premature Substitution - When a goalkeeper leaves his goal area
and proceeds to his players’ bench for the purpose of substituting
another player, the skater cannot enter the playing surface before the
goalkeeper is within five feet (5°) of the bench. If the substitution is
made prematurely, the official shall stop play immediately unless the
non-offending team has possession of the puck - in which event the
stoppage will be delayed until the puck changes possession.

There shall be no time penalty to the team making the premature
substitution, but the resulting face-off will take place at the center ice
face-off spot when play is stopped beyond the center red line. When
play is stopped prior to the center red line, the resulting face-off shall
be conducted at the nearest face-off spot in the zone where the play
was stopped.

In all other situations not covered in the above, a minor penalty
may result for “too many men on the ice” (see Rule 74).

71.2 Announcement - The Referee shall request that the public address
announcer make the following announcement: “Play has been
stopped due to premature substitution for the goalkeeper.”

Rule 72 - Refusing to Play the Puck

72.1 Refusing or Abstaining from Playing the Puck - The purpose of
this section is to enforce continuous action and both Referees and
Linespersons should interpret and apply the rule to produce this
result.
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72.2 Hand Pass — When a hand pass has been initiated by one player to a
teammate and the teammate elects not to play the puck to avoid the
stoppage of play, and the opposing team also abstains from playing
the puck (perhaps to allow time to expire on a penalty), the Referee
shall stop the play and order the resulting face-off at the nearest face-
off location to where the play was stopped for this violation.

72.3 High Stick — When a player contacts the puck with his stick above the
normal height of the shoulders and a teammate elects not to play the
puck to avoid the stoppage of play, and the opposing team also
abstains from playing the puck (perhaps to allow time to expire on a
penalty), the Referee shall stop the play and order the resulting face-
off at the face-off spot in the zone to nearest to where the play was
stopped for this violation. See also 76.2.

72.4 Icing - If, in the opinion of the Referee, the defending side
intentionally abstains from pursuing the puck beyond the face-off
spots on an icing promptly when they are in a position to do so, he
shall stop the play and order the resulting face-off on the adjacent
corner face-off spot nearest the goal of the team at fault.

72.5 Penalty - When the Referee signals the delayed calling of a penalty
to one team and a player of that team intentionally abstains from
playing the puck in order to allow additional time to expire on the
game or penalty time clocks, the Referee shall stop the play and order
the resulting face-off at one of the face-off spots in the offending
team’s defending zone. See Rule 76.2.

Rule 73 - Refusing to Start Play

73.1 Refusing to Start Play — This rule applies to teams who refuse to
play while both teams are on the ice or who withdraws from the ice
and refuses to play or who refuses to come onto the ice at the start of
the game or at the beginning of any period of the game, when ordered
to do so by the Referee.

73.2 Procedure — Team On Ice - If, when both teams are on the ice, one
team for any reason shall refuse to play when ordered to do so by the
Referee, he shall warn the Captain and allow the team so refusing
fifteen (15) seconds within which to begin the play or resume play. If
at the end of that time, the team shall still refuse to play, the Referee
shall impose a bench minor penalty for delay of game on a player of
the offending team to be designated by the Coach of that team
through the playing Captain. Should there be a repetition of the same
incident, the offending Coach shall be removed from the players’
bench and assessed a game misconduct penalty by the Referee.

Should the offending team still refuse to play, the Referee shall
have no alternative but to declare that the game be forfeited to the
non-offending Club and the case shall be reported to the
Commissioner for further action (see Rule 66 — Forfeit of Game).

First Violation Second Violation
(i) Warn the Captain of the (i) Warn the Captain of the
offending team and allow 15 offending team and allow 15
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
108

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



SECTION 9 — OTHER INFRACTIONS

seconds within which to resume seconds within which to resume
play. play.

(i) Ifatthe end of the 15 seconds | (ii) If at the end of the 15 seconds
the team still refuses to resume the team still refuses to resume
play, assess a bench minor play, assess a bench minor
penalty to the offending team for penalty to the offending team for
delay of game. delay of game.

(i) Referee is to notify the Coach of
the offending team that he has
been assessed a game
misconduct penalty.

(iv)  If the team still refuses to play,
the Referee shall declare the
game be forfeited to the non-
offending club (see Rule 66 —
Forfeit of Game).

73.3 Procedure - Team Off Ice - If a team, when ordered to do so by the
Referee through its Club Executive, Manager or Coach, fails to go on
the ice and start play within five (5) minutes, the Club Executive,
Manager or Coach shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500), the
game shall be forfeited and the case shall be reported to the
Commissioner for further action (see Rule 66 — Forfeit of Game).

(i) Once it is apparent to the Referee that the team is refusing to come
onto the ice and begin play, a bench minor penalty is to be assessed
to the offending team for delay of game.

(i) Five (5) minutes will be provided for the offending team to return to
the ice and begin play.

(iii) -~ After the five (5) minutes has elapsed and the offending team still has
not returned to the ice to resume play, the game shall be forfeited.
The Commissioner of the League shall issue instructions pertaining to
records, etc., of a forfeited game (see Rule 66 — Forfeit of Game).

(iv)  Once the Club Executive, Manager or Coach has been notified of the
five (5) minute warning, and the team returns to the ice to resume
play within that time frame, a bench minor penalty for delay of game
must be assessed to the offending team.

(v) A fine of five hundred dollars ($500) shall be applied to the Coach,
Manager, or Club Executive responsible for the delay.

Rule 74 - Too Many Men on the Ice

74.1 Too Many Men on the Ice - Players may be changed at any time
during the play from the players’ bench provided that the player or
players leaving the ice shall be within five feet (5') of his players’
bench and out of the play before the change is made. Refer also to
Rule 71 — Premature Substitution. At the discretion of the on-ice
officials, should a substituting player come onto the ice before his
teammate is within the five foot (5°) limit of the players’ bench (and
therefore clearly causing his team to have too many players on the
ice), then a bench minor penalty may be assessed.

When a player is retiring from the ice surface and is within the five
foot (5) limit of his players’ bench, and his substitute is on the ice,
then the retiring player shall be considered off the ice for the purpose
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of Rule 70 - Leaving Bench.

If in the course of making a substitution, either the player entering
the game or the player retiring plays the puck or who checks or makes
any physical contact with an opposing player while both players
involved in the substitution are on the ice, then the infraction of “too
many men on the ice” will be called.

If in the course of a substitution either the player(s) entering the
play or the player(s) retiring is struck by the puck accidentally, the play
will not be stopped and no penalty will be called.

During the play, the player retiring from the ice must do so at the
players’ bench and not through any other exit leading from the rink.
This is not a legal player change and therefore when a violation
occurs, a bench minor penalty shall be imposed.

A player coming onto the ice as a substitute player is considered
on the ice once both of his skates are on the ice. If he plays the puck
or interferes with an opponent while still on the players’ bench, he
shall be penalized under Rule 56 — Interference.

74.2 Bench Minor Penalty — A bench minor penalty for too many men on
the ice shall be assessed for a violation of this rule. This penalty can
be assessed by the Referees or the Linespersons. Should a goal be
scored by the offending team prior to the Referee or Linesperson
blowing his whistle to assess the bench minor penalty, the goal shall
be disallowed and the penalty assessed for too many men on the ice.

74.3 Penalty Bench - A player serving a penalty on the penalty bench,
who is to be changed after the penalty has been served, must
proceed at once by way of the ice and be within five feet (5') of his
own players’ bench before any change can be made. For any violation
of this rule, a bench minor penalty shall be imposed for too many men
on the ice.

74.4 Deliberate lllegal Substitution - If by reason of insufficient playing
time remaining, or by reason of penalties already imposed, a bench
minor penalty is imposed for deliberate illegal substitution (too many
men on the ice) which cannot be served in its entirety within the legal
playing time, or at any time in overtime, a penalty shot shall be
awarded against the offending team.

74.5 Goalkeeper in Regular Season Overtime - Once the goalkeeper has
been removed for an extra attacker in overtime during the Regular
season, he must wait for the next stoppage of play before returning to
his position. Any attempt by the goalkeeper to return to his position
prior to the next stoppage of play (“on the fly”) shall be deemed to be
an illegal substitution and a bench minor penalty shall be assessed for
having an ineligible player would apply.

Rule 75 = Unsportsmanlike Conduct

75.1 Unsportsmanlike Conduct - Players and non-playing Club
personnel are responsible for their conduct at all times and must
endeavor to prevent disorderly conduct before, during or after the
game, on or off the ice and any place in the rink. The Referees may
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assess penalties to any of the above team personnel for failure to do
S0.

NOTE: When such conduct is directed at an official, Rule 39 — Abuse
of Officials shall be applied.

75.2 Minor Penalty - A minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct shall be
assessed under this rule for the following infractions:

(i) Any identifiable player who uses obscene, profane or abusive
language or gestures directed at any person.

(i) Any player who is guilty of unsportsmanlike conduct including, but
not limited to hair-pulling, biting, grabbing hold of a face mask, efc. If
warranted, and specifically when injury results, the Referee may
apply Rule 21 — Match Penalties.

(i) Any player who throws any object onto the ice from the players’ or
penalty bench (or from any other off-ice location).

(iv)  Any player who sits on the boards (skate(s) exposed) during play.
The Referee will provide the offending team (coach and players) with
one warning regarding players sitting on the boards (and will so
advise the other team). After one warning in a game, the team
precipitating the warning will be issued a minor penalty for future
violations.

(v) A player who deliberately removes his jersey prior to participating in
an altercation or who is clearly wearing a jersey that has been
modified and does not conform to Rule 9 — Uniforms, shall be
assessed a minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct and a game
misconduct. If the altercation never materializes, the player would
receive a minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct and a ten-minute
misconduct for deliberately removing his jersey.

If a penalized player is assessed an additional unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty either before or after he begins serving his original
penalty(ies), the additional minor penalty is added to his unexpired
time and served consecutively.

75.3 Bench Minor Penalty - A bench minor penalty for unsportsmanlike
conduct shall be assessed under this rule for the following infractions:

()~ When a player, Coach or non-playing Club personnel throws any
object onto the ice from the players’ or penalty bench (or from any
other off-ice location) during the progress of the game or during a
stoppage of play.

(i) Any unidentifiable player or any Coach or non-playing Club personnel
uses obscene, profane or abusive language or gesture directed
towards any person.

(iii) ~ Whenever Coaches and/or non-playing Club personnel uses obscene
or profane language or gestures anywhere in the rink.

75.4 Misconduct Penalty - Misconduct penalties shall be assessed under
this rule for the following infractions:
(i) Any player who persists in using obscene, profane or abusive

language directed towards any person after being assessed a minor
or bench minor penalty under this rule.

(i)~ Any player who deliberately throws any equipment out of the playing
area. At the discretion of the Referee, a game misconduct may be
imposed.
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(iii) - Any player who persists in any course of conduct (including
threatening or abusive language or gestures or similar actions)
designed to incite an opponent into incurring a penalty.

(iv)  When a penalized player challenges or disputes the ruling of an

official after he has already entered the penalty bench and play has
resumed.

(v)  In general, participants displaying this type of behavior are assessed

a minor penalty, then a misconduct penalty and then a game
misconduct penalty if they persist.
75.5 Game Misconduct Penalty - Game misconduct penalties shall be
assessed under this rule for the following infractions:

(i) Ifa player persists in any course of conduct for which he was
previously assessed a misconduct penalty.

(i)~ Any player who uses obscene gestures on the ice or anywhere in the
rink before, during or after the game. The Referee shall report the
circumstances to the Commissioner of the League for further
disciplinary action.

(iii) - Coaches and non-playing Club personnel who have previously been
assessed a bench minor penalty for the use obscene or profane
language or gestures anywhere in the rink. A confidential report to the
Commissioner shall be completed and filed with the League for
possible further disciplinary action.

(iv)  Any player who attempts to or deliberately injures a Manager, Coach
or other non-playing Club personnel in any manner. Details of such
incident must be reported immediately to the Commissioner and may
be subject to additional sanctions as per Rule 28 — Supplementary
Discipline.

(v)  Any player or non-playing Club personnel who directs obscene,
profane or abusive language or gestures to any person after the
expiration of the game. This action may occur on or off the ice.

(vi) In general, participants displaying this type of behavior are assessed
a minor penalty, then a misconduct penalty and then a game
misconduct penalty if they persist.

Any player or non-playing Club personnel penalized under this

section may be subject to supplemental discipline under Rule 28.

75.6 Reports - Itis the responsibility of all game officials and all Club
officials to send a confidential report to the Commissioner setting out
the full details concerning the use of obscene gestures or language by
any player, Coach or other team official. The Commissioner shall take
such further disciplinary action as he shall deem appropriate.
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SECTION 10 - GAME FLOW
Rule 76 — Face-offs

76.1 Face-off — The action of the Referee or Linesperson in dropping the
puck between the sticks of two opposing players to start or resume
play. A face-off begins when the official indicates the location of the
face-off and the officials and players take their appropriate positions.
The face-off ends when the puck has been legally dropped.

A goalkeeper may not participate in a face-off.

76.2 Face-off Locations — All face-offs must be conducted on one of the
nine (9) face-off spots located on the rink.

If two rule violations are the reason for the stoppage of play (ie.
high-sticking the puck and intentional off-side), the ensuing face-off
location shall be determined as the spot that provides the least
amount of territorial advantage to the offending team.

When the play is stopped for any reason not specifically
attributable to either team while the puck is in the neutral zone, the
ensuing face-off shall be conducted at the nearest face-off spot
outside the blue line whenever possible. When it is unclear as to
which of the four face-off spots is the nearest, the spot that gives the
home team the greatest territorial advantage in the neutral zone will
be selected for the ensuing face-off.

When players are penalized at a stoppage of play so as to result in
penalties being placed on the penalty time clock to one team, the
ensuing face-off shall be conducted at one of the two face-off spots in
the offending team’s end zone. There are only three (3) exceptions to
this application:

(i) when a penalty is assessed after the scoring of a goal - face-off at

center ice;

(ii) when a penalty is assessed at the end (or start) of a period - face-off
at center ice;

(i) when the defending team is penalized and the attacking players enter
the attacking zone beyond the outer edge of the end zone face-off
circle - face-off in the neutral zone (see paragraph 11 of this section);

The team awarded the power-play will have the choice of which
end zone dot the face-off will take place at to start the power-play.

When an infringement of a rule has been committed by players of
both sides in the play resulting in the stoppage, the ensuing face-off
will be made at the nearest face-off spot in that zone.

When stoppage occurs between the end face-off spots and near
end of the rink, the puck shall be faced-off at the end face-off spot on
the side where the stoppage occurs unless otherwise expressly
provided by these rules.

No face-off shall be made within fifteen feet (15') of the goal or
side boards nor anywhere other than at a face-off spot.

When a goal is illegally scored as a result of a puck being
deflected directly off an official, the resulting face-off shall be made at
the nearest face-off spot in the zone where the puck deflected off of
the official.
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When a goal is illegally scored by the attacking team by directing,
batting, kicking or high-sticking the puck into the goal, the resulting
face-off shall take place in the neutral zone at the nearest face-off
spot.

When the game is stopped for any reason not specifically covered
in the official rules, the puck must be faced-off at a face-off spot in the
zone nearest to where it was last played.

Following a stoppage of play, should one or both defensemen who
are the point players or any player coming from the bench of the
attacking team, enter into the attacking zone beyond the outer edge of
the end zone face-off circle during an altercation, gathering or
“scrum,” the ensuing face-off shall take place in the neutral zone near
the blue line of the defending team. This rule also applies when an
icing, an intentional off-side, or a penalty has been assessed, and the
ensuing face-off is to be in the offending team’s defending zone.
Should any of the non-offending players enter into the attacking zone
beyond the outer edge of the end zone face-off circle during an
altercation, gathering or “scrum,” the ensuing face-off shall take place
in the neutral zone near the blue line of the defending team.

For a violation of Rule 71 — Premature Substitution, the resulting
face-off will take place at the center ice face-off spot when play is
stopped beyond the center red line. When play is stopped prior to the
center red line, the resulting face-off shall be conducted at the nearest
face-off spot in the zone where the play was stopped.

When play is stopped for an injured player, the ensuing face-off
shall be conducted at the face-off spot in the zone nearest the location
of the puck when the play was stopped. When the injured player's
team has control of the puck in the attacking zone, the face-off shall
be conducted at one of the face-off spots outside the blue line in the
neutral zone. When the injured player is in his defending zone and
the attacking team is in control of the puck in the attacking zone, the
face-off shall be conducted at one of the defending team’s end-zone
face-off spots.

Procedure - As soon as the line change procedure has been
completed by the Referee and he lowers his hand to indicate no
further changes, the Linesperson conducting the face-off shall blow
his whistle. This will signal to both teams that they have no more than
five (5) seconds to line up for the ensuing face-off. At the end of the
five (5) seconds (or sooner if both centers are ready), the Linesperson
will conduct a proper face-off. If, however:

(i) One or both centers are not positioned for the face-off,

76.

w

(i)~ One or both centers refrain from placing their stick on the ice,

(i) Any player has encroached into the face-off circle,

(iv)  Any player makes physical contact with an opponent, or

(v)  Any player who lines up for the face-off in an off-side position,
the Linesperson shall have the offending center(s) replaced
immediately prior to dropping the puck.

In the last two (2) minutes of regulation time or any time in
overtime, the Linesperson will still blow his whistle to initiate the face-
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off, but the five (5) second time limit will not be enforced. However,
players must abide by the verbal directions given by the Linesperson
in his attempt to conduct a fast and fair face-off.

76.4 Procedure - Centers — The puck shall be faced-off by the Referee or
the Linesperson dropping the puck on the ice between the sticks of
the players facing-off. Players facing-off will stand squarely facing
their opponent’s end of the rink approximately one stick length apart
with the blade of their sticks on the ice.

When the face-off takes place at any of the nine face-off spots, the
players taking part shall take their position so that they will stand
squarely facing their opponent’s end of the rink, and clear of the ice
markings (where applicable). The sticks of both players facing-off shall
have the blade on the ice, within the designated white area. At the
eight face-off spots (excluding center ice face-off spot), the defending
player shall place his stick within the designated white area first
followed immediately by the attacking player. When the face-off is
conducted at the center ice face-off spot, the visiting player shall place
his stick on the ice first.

If a player facing-off fails to take his proper position immediately
when directed by the official, the official may order him replaced for
that face-off by any teammate then on the ice.

If a center is not at the designated face-off area once the five (5)
second time limit has elapsed, the Linesperson will drop the puck
immediately. If the center is back from the face-off spot, is
“quarterbacking” or refuses to come into the face-off area when
instructed to do so by the Linesperson, or the center is simply slow
getting to the face-off spot when the five (5) seconds has elapsed, the
puck shall be dropped. If the center attempts to arrive at the face-off
spot just as the five seconds elapses in an attempt to gain an
advantage to win the face-off, he is to be removed from the face-off
and replaced, resulting in a face-off violation. If the face-off is a result
of an icing infraction and the center attempts to arrive at the face-off
spot just as the five seconds elapse to gain an advantage to win the
face-off, he shall not be removed from the face-off. The center will be
warned by the Linesperson that he has committed a face-off violation.
In the event the center then commits a second face-off violation, or
the action actually is the second face-off violation, a bench minor
penalty shall be assessed.

If a player is ejected from the face-off, his replacement must come
into position quickly or risk having the puck dropped by the
Linesperson without the player being set, or ejected from the face-off
by the Linesperson resulting in a bench minor penalty for delay of
game for a second face-off violation during the same face-off.

When an icing infraction occurs, the first face-off violation by either
team will not result in the center being removed. The center will be
warned by the Linesperson that the team has committed their first
face-off violation, and any subsequent violation by that team will result
in a bench minor penalty for delay of game - face-off violation being
assessed.

76.5 Delaying the Game - The two players involved in the actual face-off
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(the centers) are not permitted to play the puck with their hand without
incurring a penalty under Rule 67.2 — Handling Puck until such time as
a third player (from either team) has at least touched the puck. Once
the face-off is deemed complete (and a winner of the face-off is clear)
hand passes shall be enforced as per Rule 79 — Hand Pass.

76.6 Procedure — Other Players — No other player shall be allowed to
enter the face-off circle or come within fifteen feet (15) of the players
facing-off. All players must stand on-side on all face-offs.

During end-zone face-offs, all other players on the ice must
position their bodies on their own side of the restraining lines marked
on the outer edge of the face-off circles.

If a player other than the player taking the face-off moves into the
face-off circle prior to the dropping of the puck, then the offending
team’s player taking the face-off shall be ejected from the face-off
circle. This shall be considered a face-off violation.

Players on the attacking team (exclusive of the center) must
establish their position first and then the defending team may counter
and hold its position until the puck is dropped. A violation of this
procedure shall be treated as face-off encroachment and the
Linesperson shall order the center of the offending team replaced.
Should an attacking player attempt to establish a new position prior to
the face-off, and the defending center steps back from the face-off
spot in order to reposition his teammates, the face-off violation shall
be charged to the attacking team as they must establish their position
first.

76.7 Violations - If a center should move prematurely prior to the face-off,
or if the Referee or Linesperson shall have dropped the puck unfairly,
the face-off shall be considered a face-off violation and it must be
conducted again.

When a least two face-off violations have been committed by the
same team during the same face-off, this team shall be penalized with
a bench minor penalty to the offending team. This penalty shall be
announced as a “Bench Minor Penalty for Delay of Game — Face-off
Violation.”

Face-off violations shall be summarized as follows (any of the four
on-ice officials may identify a face-off violation):

(i) Encroachment by any player other than the center into the face-off
area prior to the puck being dropped. Players on the perimeter of the
face-off circle must keep both skates outside the face-off circle (skate
contact with the line is permitted). If a player's skate crosses the line
into the face-off circle prior to the drop of the puck, this shall be
deemed as a face-off violation. A player's stick may be inside the
face-off circle provided there is no physical contact with his opponent
or his opponent's stick.

(i) Encroachment by any player into the area between the hash marks
on the outer edges of the face-off circle prior to the puck being
dropped. Players must also ensure that both of their skates do not
cross their respective hash marks. Contact with the line with their
skate is permitted. If a player's skate crosses the line into the area
between the hash marks prior to the drop of the puck, this shall be
deemed as a face-off violation. A player's stick may be inside the
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area between the hash marks provided there is no physical contact
with his opponent or his opponent's stick.

(i) Any physical contact with an opponent prior to the puck being

dropped.

(iv)  Failure by either center taking the face-off to properly position himself

behind the restraining lines or place his stick on the ice (as outlined in
Rule 76.4). "Properly position himself behind the restraining lines"
shall mean that the center must place his feet on either side of the
restraining lines that are parallel to the side boards (contact with the
lines is permissible), and the toe of the blade of his skates must not
cross over the restraining lines that are perpendicular to the side
boards as he approaches the face-off spot.

The blade of the stick must then be placed on the ice (at least the
toe of the blade of the stick) in the designated white area of the face-
off spot and must remain there until the puck is dropped.

Failure to comply with this positioning and face-off procedure will
result in a face-off violation.

Whenever a team has committed two face-off violations during the
same face-off, the Referee shall immediately assess the offending
team a bench minor penalty for delay of game. This penalty shall be
announced as a “Bench Minor Penalty for Delay of Game — Face-off
Violation.”

Players who are late to the face-off location and therefore in an off-
side position for the ensuing face-off will be warned once in the game
by the Referee. This warning will also be given to the offending team’s
Coach. In this situation, the offending team’s center is not ejected
from the face-off. Any subsequent violation shall result in a bench
minor penalty for delay of game being assessed to the offending
team. This penalty shall be announced as a “Bench Minor Penalty for
Delay of Game - Slow Proceeding to Face-off Location.”

In the conduct of any face-off at any of the nine (9) face-off spots
on the playing surface, no player facing-off shall make any physical
contact with his opponent’s body by means of his own body or by his
stick except in the course of playing the puck after the face-off has
been completed.

For violation of this rule, the Referee may, at his discretion impose
a minor penalty or penalties on the player(s) whose action(s) caused
the physical contact. Nonetheless, this physical contact prior to the
dropping of the puck shall be deemed as a face-off violation and the
Linesperson shall order the center of the offending team replaced.

Face-off encroachment may be applied during face-offs at any of
the nine (9) face-off spots on the playing surface. However, since no
such lines are painted on the ice at the four (4) face-off spots adjacent
to the blue lines, Linespersons shall use their judgment as to whether
or not a violation has occurred. All players, other than the centers,
shall be uniformly back from the face-off location similar to being
outside the face-off circle for face-offs in the end zones.

76.8 Line Changes — No substitution of players shall be permitted until the
face-off has been completed and play has resumed except when a
penalty is imposed which affects the on-ice strength of either team.

Should an on-ice official notice that the defending team has not
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placed enough players on the ice for the ensuing face-off, the Referee
in the neutral zone shall be notified and he will instruct the offending
team to place another player(s) on the ice. If, in the opinion of the
Referee that this is being done as a stalling tactic, he will issue a
warning to the offending team’s Coach and any subsequent violations
shall result in the assessment of a bench minor penalty for delay of
game.

Should an on-ice official notice that the attacking team has not
placed enough players on the ice for the ensuing face-off, the
Linesperson will proceed with conducting the face-off in the normal
manner. The attacking team must ensure they put the appropriate
number of players on the ice at all times.

76.9 Verification of Time - Any loss of time on the game or penalty clocks
due to a false face-off or face-off violation must be replaced. The
Video Goal Judge may be consulted to ensure the time is accurately
replaced.

The whistle will not be blown by the official to start play. Playing
time will commence from the instant the puck is faced-off and will stop
when the whistle is blown or a goal is scored.

Rule 77 - Game and Intermission Timing

77.1 Game Timing — The time allowed for a game shall be three (3)
twenty-minute periods of actual play with a rest intermission between
periods.

77.2 Intermission Timing - Play shall be resumed promptly following
each intermission upon the expiration of eighteen (18) minutes or a
length of time designated by the League from the completion of play in
the preceding period. Timing of the intermission commences once the
last official exits the ice surface upon the termination of the period.
(See Rule 34 — Game Timekeeper.)

For the purpose of keeping the spectators informed as to the time
remaining during intermissions, the Game Timekeeper will use the
electronic clock to record length of intermissions.

77.3 Delays - If any unusual delay occurs within five (5) minutes of the end
of the first or second periods, the Referee may order the next regular
intermission to be taken immediately. The balance of the period will be
completed on the resumption of play with the teams defending the
same goals after which the teams will change ends and resume play
of the ensuing period without delay.

If a delay takes place with more than five (5) minutes remaining in
the first or second period, the Referee will order the next regular
intermission to be taken immediately only when requested to do so by
the home Club.

Rule 78 - Goals

78.1 Goals and Assists - It is the responsibility of the In-Arena Scorer to
award goals and assists, and his decision in this respect is final,
notwithstanding the report of the Referee or any other game official.
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The use of video replay to verify the proper awarding of a goal or an
assist is essential. Such awards shall be made or withheld strictly in
accordance with the provisions of this rule. Therefore, it is essential
that the In-Arena Scorer be thoroughly familiar with every aspect of
this rule; be alert to observe all actions which could affect the
awarding of a goal or assist; and, above all, give or withhold awards
with absolute impartiality.

In case of an obvious error in awarding a goal or an assist that has
been announced, it should be corrected promptly, but changes should
not be made in the official scoring summary after the Referee has
signed the game report (except by the League’s Chief Statistician).

The team scoring the greatest number of goals during the three (3)
twenty-minute periods shall be the winner and shall be credited with
two points in the League standings. In the event a winner during the
regular season is determined in the overtime period or the shootout,
the winning team shall be credited with two points in the League
standings and the losing team will be credited with one point in the
League standings.

78.2 Crediting Goals - A “goal” shall be credited in the scoring records to
a player who shall have propelled the puck into the opponent’s goal.
Each “goal” shall count one point in the player’s record. Only one point
can be credited to any one player on a goal.

78.3 Crediting Assists - When a player scores a goal, an “assist” shall be
credited to the player or players (maximum two) who touch the puck
prior to the goal scorer provided no defender plays or has control of
the puck subsequently. Each “assist” shall count one point in the
player's record. Only one point can be credited to any one player on a
goal.

78.4 Scoring a Goal - A goal shall be scored when the puck shall have
been put between the goal posts by the stick of a player of the
attacking side, from in front and below the crossbar, and entirely
across a red line the width of the diameter of the goal posts drawn on
the ice from one goal post to the other with the goal frame in its proper
position. The goal frame shall be considered in its proper position
when at least a portion of the flexible peg(s) are still inside both the
goal post and the hole in the ice. The flexible pegs could be bent, but
as long as at least a portion of the flexible peg(s) are still in the hole in
the ice and the goal post, the goal frame shall be deemed to be in its
proper position. The goal frame could be raised somewhat on one
post (or both), but as long as the flexible pegs are still in contact with
the holes in the ice and the goal posts, the goal frame shall not be
deemed to be displaced.

A goal shall be scored if the puck is shot into the goal by a player
of the defending side. The player of the attacking side who last
touched the puck shall be credited with the goal but no assist shall be
awarded.

A goal shall be scored if the puck is put into the goal in any other
manner by a player of the defending side. The player of the attacking
side who last touched the puck shall be credited with the goal and
assists may be awarded.
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If an attacking player has the puck deflect into the net, off his skate
or body, in any manner, the goal shall be allowed. The player who
deflected the puck shall be credited with the goal.

Should a player legally propel a puck into the goal crease of the
opponent Club and the puck should become loose and available to
another player of the attacking side, a goal scored on the play shall be
legal.

78.5 Disallowed Goals — Apparent goals shall be disallowed by the
Referee and the appropriate announcement made by the Public
Address Announcer for the following reasons:

(i) When the puck has been directed, batted or thrown into the net by an
attacking player other than with a stick. When this occurs, if it is
deemed to be done deliberately, then the decision shall be NO
GOAL. A goal cannot be scored when the puck has been deliberately
batted with any part of the attacking player’s body into the net.

(i)  When the puck has been kicked using a distinct kicking motion.
(iii) - When the puck has deflected diirectly into the net off an official.
(iv) When a goal has been scored and an ineligible player is on the ice.

(v)  When an attacking player has interfered with a goalkeeper in his goal
crease.

(vi)  When the puck has entered the net after making contact with an
attacking player’s stick that is above the height of the crossbar.
Where the puck makes contact with the stick is the determining
factor. See 37.3(g).

(vi) When video review confirms the scoring of a goal at one end of the
ice, any goal scored at the other end on the same play must be
disallowed.

(viii) When a Linesperson reports a double-minor penalty for high-sticking,
a major penalty or a match penalty to the Referee following the
scoring of a goal by the offending team, the goal must be disallowed
and the appropriate penalty assessed.

(ix) When a goalkeeper has been pushed into the net together with the
puck after making a save. See also 69.7.

(x)  When the net becomes displaced accidentally. The goal frame is
considered to be displaced if either or both goal pegs are no longer in
their respective holes in the ice, or the net has come completely off
one or both pegs, prior to or as the puck enters the goal. However, if
this occurs as a result of the actions of a defending player, refer to
63.7.

(xi)  During the delayed calling of a penalty, the offending team cannot
score unless the non-offending team shoots the puck into their own
net. This shall mean that a deflection off an offending player or any
physical action by an offending player that may cause the puck to
enter the non-offending team’s goal, shall not be considered a legal
goal. Play shall be stopped before the puck enters the net (whenever
possible) and the signaled penalty assessed to the offending team.

(xii) When the Referee deems the play has been stopped, even if he had
not physically had the opportunity to stop play by blowing his whistle.

(xiii) Any goal scored, other than as covered by the official rules, shall not
be allowed.

78.6 League Initiated Review - In the final minute of play in the 3" period
and at any point in Overtime (Regular Season and Playoffs), Hockey
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Operations will initiate the review of any scenario that would otherwise
be subject to a Coach’s Challenge.

Hockey Operations will continue to initiate and be responsible for
the review of all goals subject to Video Review under Rule 37.3.
Where a Coach’s Challenge is available on a scoring play potentially
involving “Interference on the Goalkeeper”, “Missed Game Stoppage
Event in the Offensive Zone Leading to a Goal”, or “Off-side,” Hockey
Operations will, as an initial and threshold matter, determine that the
puck entered the net and is a good hockey goal before the play will be
subject to further review by means of a Coach’s Challenge (or, in the
final minute of play or in Overtime, a review initiated by Hockey
Operations). If a team requests a Coach’s Challenge but Video
Review under Rule 37.3 renders such Challenge unnecessary, then
the Challenge will be deemed not to have been made.

Rule 79 - Hand Pass

79.1 Hand Pass - A player shall be permitted to stop or “bat” a puck in the
air with his open hand, or push it along the ice with his hand, and the
play shall not be stopped unless, in the opinion of the on-ice officials,
he has directed the puck to a teammate, or has allowed his team to
gain an advantage, and subsequently possession and control of the
puck is obtained by a player of the offending team, either directly or
deflected off any player or official. If, in the opinion of the on-ice
officials, the puck has inadvertently deflected off a player’s hand, it will
not constitute a violation for the purpose of this rule.

For violations related to “closing his hand on the puck”, refer to
Rule 67 - Handling Puck.

79.2 Defending Zone - Play will not be stopped for any hand pass by
players in their own defending zone. The location of the puck when
contacted by either the player making the hand pass or the player
receiving the hand pass shall determine the zone it is in.

79.3 Face-Off Location — When a hand pass violation has occurred, the
ensuing face-off shall take place at the nearest face-off spot in the
zone where the offense occurred, unless the offending team gains a
territorial advantage, then the face-off shall be at the nearest face-off
spot in the zone where the stoppage of play occurred, unless
otherwise covered in the rules. When a hand pass violation occurs by
a team in their attacking zone, the ensuing face-off shall be conducted
at one of the face-off spots outside the defending team’s blue line in
the neutral zone.

Rule 80 - High-sticking the Puck

80.1 High-sticking the Puck — For infractions involving high-sticks, refer to
Rule 60 - High-sticking.
Batting the puck above the normal height of the shoulders with
a stick is prohibited. When a puck is struck with a high stick and
subsequently comes into the possession and control of a player from
the offending team (including the player who made contact with the
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puck), either directly or deflected off any player or official, there shall
be a whistle.

When a puck has been contacted by a high stick, the play shall
be permitted to continue, provided that:

(i) the puck has been batted to an opponent (when a player bats the
puck to an opponent, the Referee shall give the “washout” signal
immediately. Otherwise, he will stop the play).

(i) a player of the defending side shall bat the puck into his own goal in
which case the goal shall be allowed.

Cradling the puck on the blade of the stick (like lacrosse) above
the normal height of the shoulders shall be prohibited and a stoppage
of play shall result. If this is done by a player on a penalty shot or
shootout attempt, the shot shall be stopped immediately and
considered complete.

80.2 Face-Off Location - When the play is stopped for the high-sticking
the puck violation, the ensuing face-off must take place at the spot
that provides the least amount of territorial advantage to the team
striking the puck, either where the puck was contacted illegally, or
where it was last played by the offending team. If the attacking team
is at fault and the play is stopped while the puck is in the attacking
zone, the ensuing face-off must be moved to the nearest face-off spot
in the neutral zone.

80.3 Disallowed Goal — When an attacking player causes the puck to
enter the opponent’s goal by contacting the puck above the height of
the crossbar, either directly or deflected off any player or official, the
goal shall not be allowed. The determining factor is where the puck
makes contact with the stick. If the puck makes contact with the stick
at or below the level of the crossbar and enters the goal, this goal
shall be allowed.

A goal scored as a result of a defending player striking the puck
with his stick carried above the height of the crossbar of the goal
frame into his own goal shall be allowed.

Rule 81 - Icing

81.1 Icing — For the purpose of this rule, the center red line will divide the
ice into halves. Should any player of a team, equal or superior in
numerical strength (power-play) to the opposing team, shoot, bat or
deflect the puck from his own half of the ice beyond the goal line of
the opposing team, play shall be stopped. For the purpose of
deflected pucks, this only applies when the puck was originally
propelled down the ice by the offending team.

For the purpose of this rule, the point of last contact with the puck
by the team in possession shall be used to determine whether icing
has occurred or not. As such, the team in possession must “gain the
line” in order for the icing to be nullified. “Gaining the line” shall mean
that the puck, while on the player’s stick (not the player's skate) must
make contact with the center red line in order to nullify a potential
icing.
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For the purpose of interpretation of the rule, there are two
judgments required for "icing the puck". The Linesperson must first
determine that the puck will cross the goal line. Once the Linesperson
determines that the puck will cross the goal line, icing is completed
upon the determination as to which player (attacking or defending)
would first touch the puck. This decision by the Linesperson will be
made by no later than the instant the first player reaches the end zone
face-off dots with the player's skate being the determining factor.
Should the puck be shot down the ice in such a manner that it travels
around the boards and/or back towards the end zone face-off dots,
the same procedure shall be in effect in that the Linesperson shall
determine within a similar distance as to who will have touched the
puck first.

For clarification, the determining factor is which player would first
touch the puck, not which player would first reach the end zone face-
off dots.

If the race for the puck is too close to determine by the time the
first player reaches the end zone face-off dots, icing shall be called.

The puck striking or deflecting off an official does not automatically
nullify a potential icing.
81.2 Face-Off Location - Following an icing, the attacking team will have
the choice of which end zone dot the face-off will take place.

If, in the opinion of the Referee, the defending side intentionally
abstains from playing the puck promptly when they are in a position to
do so, he shall stop the play and order the resulting face-off on the
adjacent corner face-off spot nearest the goal of the team at fault.

If the Linesperson shall have erred in calling an “icing the puck”
infraction (regardless of whether either team is short-handed), the
puck shall be faced-off on the center ice face-off spot.

81.3 Goalkeeper - If, in the opinion of the Linesperson, the goalkeeper
feigns playing the puck, attempts to play the puck, or skates in the
direction of the puck on an icing at any time, the potential icing shall
not be called and play shall continue.

If, however, a goalkeeper is legitimately out of the crease in an
attempt to go to the players’ bench to be substituted for an extra
attacker and in no way makes an attempt to play the puck, the icing
should not be nullified under this section.

If the goalkeeper is out of his crease prior to the shot being taken,
and simply retreats to his crease making no attempt to play the puck
or feign playing the puck, the potential icing shall remain in effect.

81.4 Line Change on Icing - A team that is in violation of this rule shall not
be permitted to make any player substitutions prior to the ensuing
face-off. However, a team shall be permitted to make a player
substitution to replace a goalkeeper who had been substituted for an
extra attacker, to replace an injured player, or when a penalty has
been assessed which affects the on-ice strength of either team. The
determination of players on ice will be made when the puck leaves the
offending player’s stick.

81.5 No Icing — When the puck is shot and rebounds from the body or stick
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of an opponent in his own half of the ice so as to cross the goal line of
the player shooting, it shall not be considered “icing.”

When a puck is shot by a team from their own half of the ice and is
deflected several times before crossing the center red line, icing shall
be nullified if at least one of these deflections was off an opposing
player.

If the puck shall go beyond the goal line in the opposite half of the
ice directly from either of the players while facing-off, it shall not be
considered a violation of this rule.

If, in the opinion of the Linesperson, any player (other than the
goalkeeper) of the opposing team is able to play the puck before it
passes his goal line, but has not done so, play shall continue and the
icing violation shall not be called. This includes the situation whereby
the opposing team, while in the process of making player substitutions
during the play, are able to play the puck, but choose not to do so to
avoid being called for too many men on the ice. Icing should not be
called.

If the puck touches any part of a player of the opposing side,
including his skates or his stick, or if it touches any part of the
opposing team’s goalkeeper, including his skates or his stick, at any
time before or after crossing the goal line, it shall not be considered
icing.

If a goalkeeper takes any action to dislodge the puck from the
back of the net, icing shall not be called.

81.6 Numerical Strength — If the puck was so shot by a player of a side
below the numerical strength of the opposing team, play shall
continue and the icing violation shall not be called.

When a team is “short-handed” as the result of a penalty and the
penalty is about to expire, the decision as to whether there has been
an “icing” shall be determined at the instant the penalty expires.
Should the puck be released from the stick of the player shooting the
puck down the ice prior to the penalty expiring, the icing infraction
shall not apply. The action of the penalized player remaining in the
penalty box will not alter the ruling.

When a team is “short-handed” by reason of a major penalty, and
they have neglected to ensure there is a player on the penalty bench
to exit upon the expiry of the penalty, they will continue to play short-
handed but are not permitted to ice the puck. Icing will be called. They
may substitute for this penalized player at the next stoppage of play.
See Rule 20.3 — Major Penalties.

Rule 82 - Line Changes

82.1 Line Change - Following the stoppage of play, the visiting team shall
promptly place a line-up on the ice ready for play and no substitution
shall be made from that time until play has been resumed. The home
team may then make any desired substitution, except in cases
following an icing, which does not result in the delay of the game.

“Placing a line-up on the ice” shall mean that both teams shall
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place the full complement of players (and not exceed) to which they
are entitled within the line change time frame.

If there is any undue delay by either team in changing players, the
Referee shall order the offending team or teams to take their positions
immediately and not permit any further player changes.

When a substitution has been made under the above rule, no
additional substitution may be made until play commences.

Once the line change procedure has been completed (82.2), no
additional player substitutions shall be permitted until the face-off has
been completed legally and play has resumed, except when a penalty
or penalties are imposed that affect the on-ice strength of either or
both teams. This may include penalties imposed following the
completion of the line change and prior to the face-off, or due to a
penalty assessed for a face-off violation.

A team that is in violation of Rule 63.8 — Delaying the Game or
Rule 81 - Icing shall not be permitted to make any player substitutions
prior to the ensuing face-off. However, a team shall be permitted to
make a player substitution to replace a goalkeeper who had been
substituted for an extra attacker, to replace an injured player, or when
a penalty has been assessed which affects the on-ice strength of
either team. The determination of players on ice will be made when
the puck leaves the offending player’s stick.

Goalkeepers’ substitution during a game will be conducted within
the same time frame as a regular line change. No extra time will be
allotted to the goalkeeper coming off the bench, except in the case
where an injury to a goalkeeper occurs.

82.2 Procedure - Following a stoppage of play, the Referee will enforce
the following line change procedure once he has determined that this
procedure may begin:

(i) The Referee shall give the visiting team up to five (5) seconds to
make its line change.

(i) The Referee shall raise his hand to indicate no further changes by the
visiting team and to commence the home team’s line change.

(iii) - The Referee shall give the home team up to eight (8) seconds to
make its line change.

(iv) The Referee shall lower his hand to indicate no further changes by
the home team.

(v)  Any attempt by the either team to make a change after the Referee’s
signal, attempt to place too many men on the ice for the subsequent
line change, or attempt to make additional personnel changes, shall
not be permitted and the Referee will send the players who have
attempted to change back to their players’ bench. The Referee will
then issue a warning to the offending team (through the Coach)
indicating that any subsequent violations during the rest of the game
(including overtime), shall result in a bench minor penalty for delaying
the game. This penalty shall be announced as a “Bench Minor
Penalty for Delay of Game — Improper Line Change.”

(vi)  The Linesperson conducting the face-off will blow his whistle (once
the Referee has lowered his hand for the line changes) to indicate
that all players must be in position and on-side for the face-off within
five (5) seconds. The face-off will then be conducted in accordance
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with Rule 76 — Face-offs.

(vii) Players who are slow (after the five-second warning whistle given by
the Linesperson) getting to the face-off location or who are in an off-
side position for the ensuing face-off will be warned once in the game
by the Referee. This warning will also be given to the offending
team’s Coach. In this situation, the offending team’s center is not
ejected from the face-off. Any subsequent violation shall result in a
bench minor penalty for delay of game being assessed to the
offending team.

(viii) In the last two (2) minutes of regulation time and any time in the
overtime period(s), points (vi) and (vii) above are not applicable. The
Linesperson shall give the teams a reasonable amount of time to set
up for the ensuing face-off after points (1) through (5) above have
been enforced.

82.3 Bench Minor Penalty - Any attempt by the visiting team to make a
change after the Referee’s signal shall result in the assessment of a
bench minor penalty for delay of game.

Players must proceed directly to the location of the face-off to
participate in the ensuing face-off. Any attempts to delay the game by
stalling or otherwise unnecessary actions by either team shall result in
the assessment of a bench minor penalty for delaying the game. This
penalty shall be announced as a “Bench Minor Penalty for Delay of
Game - Slow Proceeding to Face-off Location (or, Slow Proceeding to
Players’ Bench).”

During the play, if a player wishes to retire from the ice and be
replaced by a substitute, he must do so at the players’ bench and not
through any other exit leading from the rink. This is not a legal player
change and therefore when a violation occurs, a bench minor penalty
shall be imposed.

Rule 83 - Off-side

83.1 Off-side - Players of the attacking team must not precede the puck
into the attacking zone.

The position of the player's skates and not that of his stick shall be
the determining factor in all instances in deciding an off-side. A player
is off-side when both skates are completely over the leading edge of
the blue line involved in the play.

A player is on-side when either of his skates are in contact with the
blue line, or on his own side of the line, at the instant the puck
completely crosses the leading edge of the blue line. For the
purposes of this rule, a “skate” is to be considered the blade of the
skate only. On his own side of the line shall be defined by a “plane” of
the blue line which shall extend from the leading edge of the blue line
upwards. If a player's skate has yet to break the “plane” prior to the
puck completely crossing the leading edge, he is deemed to be on-
side for the purpose of the off-side rule.

If, during a delayed off-side, an attacking player in the attacking
zone elects to proceed to his players’ bench (which extends into the
attacking zone) to be replaced by a teammate, he shall be considered
to have cleared the zone when both skates are off the ice and the
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Linesperson judges him to have left the playing surface.

A player controlling the puck who shall cross the line ahead of the
puck shall not be considered “off-side,” provided he had possession
and control of the puck with his stick prior to the trailing skate
completely crossing the leading edge of the blue line and he
maintains possession and control of the puck with his stick
immediately after the puck has entered the attacking zone.

If a player legally carries, passes or plays the puck back into his
own defending zone while a player of the opposing team is in such
defending zone, the off-side shall be ignored and play permitted to
continue.

83.2 Deflections / Rebounds — For the purposes of this section, it is
stipulated that an attacking player has preceded the puck into the
attacking zone.

When a defending player propels the puck out of his defending
zone and the puck clearly rebounds off a defending player in the
neutral zone back into the defending zone, all attacking players are
eligible to play the puck. However, any action by an attacking player
that causes a deflection/rebound off a defending player in the neutral
zone back into the defending zone (i.e. stick check, body check,
physical contact), a delayed off-side shall be signaled by the
Linesperson.

A puck that deflects back into the defending zone off an official
who is in the neutral zone will be off-side (or delayed off-side, as
appropriate).

A puck which deflects off an attacking player outside the blue line
into the attacking zone, regardless of who originally propelled it or
where it was propelled from, shall be ruled off-side or delayed off-side,
as appropriate.

A puck which is propelled by the attacking team and deflects off
any player shall be ruled off-side or delayed off-side, as appropriate.

83.3 Delayed Off-side — A situation where an attacking player (or players)
has preceded the puck across the attacking blue line, but the
defending team is in a position to bring the puck back out of its
defending zone without any delay or contact with an attacking player,
or, the attacking players are in the process of clearing the attacking
zone.

If an off-side call is delayed, the Linesperson shall drop his arm to
nullify the off-side violation and allow play to continue if:
(i) Al players of the offending team clear the zone at the same instant
(skate contact with the blue line) permitting the attacking players to
re-enter the attacking zone, or

(i) The defending team passes or carries the puck into the neutral zone.

If, during the course of the delayed off-side, any member of the
attacking team touches the puck, attempts to gain possession of a
loose puck, forces the defending puck carrier further back into his own
zone, or who is about to make physical contact with the defending
puck carrier, the Linesperson shall stop play for the off-side violation.
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If, during a delayed off-side, an attacking player in the attacking
zone elects to proceed to his players’ bench (which extends into the
attacking zone) to be replaced by a teammate, he shall be considered
to have cleared the zone when both skates are off the ice and the
Linesperson judges him to have left the playing surface. If his
replacement comes onto the ice in the attacking zone, while the
delayed off-side is still in effect, he too must clear the attacking zone.
Once all attacking players have cleared the attacking zone and the
Linesperson has lowered his arm for the delayed off-side, all attacking
players may legally enter the attacking zone and pursue the puck.

83.4 Disallowed Goal - If the puck is shot into the attacking zone creating
a delayed off-side, the play shall be allowed to continue under the
normal clearing-the-zone rules. Should the puck, as a result of this
shot, enter the defending team’s goal, either directly or off the
goalkeeper, a player, the boards, the glass, a piece of equipment or
an official on the ice, the goal shall be disallowed as the original shot
was off-side. The fact that the attacking team may have cleared the
zone prior to the puck entering the goal has no bearing on this ruling.
The face-off will be conducted at the face-off spot in the zone closest
to the point of origin of the shot that gives the offending team the least
amount of territorial advantage.

The only way an attacking team can score a goal on a delayed off-
side situation is if the defending team shoots or puts the puck into
their own net without action or contact by the offending team.

Other than in situations involving a delayed off-side and the puck
entering the goal or a successful Coach’s Challenge (see Rule 38), no
goal can be disallowed after the fact for an off-side violation, except
for the human factor involved in blowing the whistle.

83.5 Coach’s Challenge - Refer to Rule 38.

83.6 Face-Off Location - For violation of this rule, the play is stopped and
the puck shall be faced-off in the neutral zone at the face-off spot
nearest the attacking zone of the offending team when the violation
occurs as a result of the attacking team carrying the puck over the
attacking blue line, or from the face-off spot in the zone closest to the
point of origin of the shot or pass (even if deflected off an attacking or
defending player or an official).

For every delayed off-side situation, including an intentional off-
side, the Linesperson will raise his non-whistle arm. He will allow play
to continue and, if a stoppage of play occurs, there will be four
possible face-off locations:

(i) If carried over the blue line - face-off outside the blue line.

(ii) If shot into the zone (or errant pass) — nearest face-off spot in the zone
from which the pass or shot originated that gives the offending team
the least amount of territorial advantage (even if deflected off an
attacking or defending player or an official).

(iii) If the defending player is pressured or about to be checked by an
attacking player — nearest face-off spot in the zone from which the pass
or shot originated that gives the offending team the least amount of
territorial advantage (even if deflected off an attacking or defending
player or an official).
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(iv) If deemed to be an intentional off-side — face-off spot in the offending

team’s end zone.

When the Linesperson signals a delayed off-side and a defending
player shoots the puck which goes over the glass and out of play, the
ensuing face-off shall be conducted at one of the defending zone end
zone face-off spots (and the defending player would be assessed a
minor penalty under Rule 63 — Delaying the Game).

When the Linesperson signals a delayed off-side and the original
shot deflects off a defending player and out of play, the ensuing face-
off shall take place at the nearest face-off spot in the zone from where
the puck was shot.

When the defending team is about to be penalized in the
defending zone and the Linesperson has a delayed off-side signaled
against the attacking team on the same play, the ensuing face-off
shall be conducted at one of the defending zone end zone face-off
spots.

83.7 Intentional Off-side - An intentional off-side is one which is made for
the purpose of securing a stoppage of play regardless of the reason,
whether either team is short-handed.

If in the opinion of the Linesperson, an intentional off-side play has
been made, the puck shall be faced-off at the end face-off spot in the
defending zone of the offending team.

If, while an off-side call is delayed, a player of the offending team
deliberately touches the puck to create a stoppage of play, the
Linesperson will signal an intentional off-side.

Rule 84 - Overtime

84.1 Overtime - Regular-season - During regular-season games, if at the
end of the three (3) regular twenty (20) minute periods, the score shall
be tied, each team shall be awarded one point in the League
standings.

The teams will then play an additional overtime period of not more
than five (5) minutes with the team scoring first declared the winner
and being awarded an additional point. The overtime period shall be
played with each team at a numerical strength of three (3) skaters and
one (1) goalkeeper.

The overtime period will commence following a shoveling of the
entire ice surface by arena personnel utilizing the same procedures as
are utilized during TV time-outs.

NOTE: No intermission time shall be put on the clock between the end of

regulation and the start of overtime, but the expectation is that the overtime

period should commence approximately two (2) minutes after the end of
regulation. Once the shoveling has been completed, the clock will be reset
to 5:00 minutes and the overtime period will begin immediately.

The players will remain at their respective benches during the
period in which the shoveling of the entire ice surface takes place.

NOTE: Teams are not permitted to return to the dressing room during this

time.

The teams must change ends for the overtime period.
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NOTE: For the entire overtime period, teams will defend the same end-

zone as they do in the second period.

Goalkeepers must go to their respective players’ benches during
this rest period, however, penalized players must remain on the
penalty bench. Should a penalized player exit the penalty bench, he
shall be returned immediately by the officials with no additional
penalty being assessed, unless he commits an infraction of any other
rule.

84.2 Overtime - Regular-season - Extra Attacker - A team shall be
allowed to pull its goalkeeper in favor of an additional skater in the
overtime period. However, should that team lose the game during the
time in which the goalkeeper has been removed, it would forfeit the
automatic point gained in the tie at the end of regulation play, except if
the goalkeeper has been removed at the call of a delayed penalty
against the other team. Should the goalkeeper proceed to his bench
for an extra attacker due to a delayed penalty call against the
opposing team, and should the non-offending team shoot the puck
directly into their own goal, the game shall be over and the team that
was to be penalized declared the winner.

Once the goalkeeper has been removed for an extra attacker in
overtime during the regular-season, he must wait for the next
stoppage of play before returning to his position. He cannot change
“on the fly.” If he does, a bench minor penalty shall be assessed for
having an ineligible player.

84.3 Overtime - Regular-season - Penalties — When regulation time
ends and the teams are 5 on 3, teams will start overtime 5 on 3. Once
player strength reaches 5 on 4 or 5 on 5, at the next stoppage of play,
player strength is adjusted to 4 on 3 or 3 on 3, as appropriate.

When regulation ends and teams are 4 on 4 teams will start
overtime 3 on 3.

If at the end of regulation time teams are 3 on 3, overtime starts 3
on 3. Once player strength reaches 4 on 4,5 0n4 or5on 5, at the
next stoppage player strength is adjusted to 3 on 3 or 4 on 3 as
appropriate.

At no time will a team have less than three players on the ice. This
may require a fourth and/or fifth skater to be added in the event
penalties are assessed.

Refer to Reference Tables — Table 15 — Penalties In Effect Prior to
the Start of Overtime — Regular Season on page 159.

If a team is penalized in overtime, teams play 4 on 3. If both teams
are penalized with minor penalties at the same stoppage of play (with
no other penalties in effect), teams will continue to play 3 on 3.

In overtime, if a team is penalized such that a two-man advantage
is called for, then the offending team will remain at three (3) skaters
while the non-offending team will be permitted five (5) skaters.

At the first stoppage of play after the two-man advantage is no
longer in effect, the numerical strength of the teams will revert back to
4 on 3 or 3 on 3, as appropriate.

Refer to Reference Tables — Table 16 — Penalties Assessed in
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Overtime — Regular Season on page 160.

84.4 Shootout - During regular-season games, if the game remains tied at
the end of the five (5) minute overtime period, the teams will proceed
to a shootout. The rules governing the shootout shall be the same as
those listed under Rule 24 - Penalty Shot.

The shootout will commence following a shoveling of the entire ice
surface by arena personnel using the same procedures as are utilized
during TV time-outs.

Goalkeepers shall occupy the goal closest to their Team'’s players’
bench. The home team shall have the choice of shooting first or
second. The teams shall alternate shots.

NOTE: For the shootout, teams will defend the same end-zone as they do

in the first and third periods.

Eligible players from each team shall participate in the shootout
and they shall proceed in such order as the Coach selects. All players
are eligible to participate in the shootout unless they are serving a ten-
minute misconduct or have been assessed a game misconduct or
match penalty. When a goalkeeper has been assessed a misconduct,
the player designated to serve the misconduct penalty becomes
ineligible for the shootout. If the misconduct is assessed to the
goalkeeper during the course of the shootout, the player designated to
serve the misconduct must be a player who has yet to shoot and thus
becomes ineligible to shoot.

Guidelines related to stick measurement requests during the
shootout are outlined in 10.7 — Stick Measurements — Prior to
Shootout Attempt.

Once the shootout begins, the goalkeeper cannot be replaced
unless he is injured. When a goalkeeper is removed from the game for
mandatory medical evaluation/injury, the replacement goalkeeper may
be afforded a brief warm-up.

Each team will be given three shots, unless the outcome is
determined earlier in the shootout. After each team has taken three
shots, if the score remains tied, the shootout will proceed to a "sudden
death" format. No player may shoot twice until everyone who is
eligible has shot. If, however, because of injury or penalty, one team
has fewer players eligible for the shootout than its opponent, both
teams may select from among the players who have already shot.
This procedure would continue until the team with fewer players has
again used all eligible shooters.

Regardless of the number of goals scored during the shootout
portion of overtime, the final score recorded for the game will give the
winning team one more goal than its opponent, based on the score at
the end of overtime.

The losing goalkeeper will not be charged with the extra goal
against. The player scoring the game-winning goal in the shootout will
not be credited with a goal scored in his personal statistics.

If a team declines to participate in the shootout procedure, the
game will be declared as a shootout loss for that Team. If a team
declines to take a shot it will be declared as "no goal."
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84.5 Overtime - Playoffs — In the Stanley Cup Playoffs, when a game is
tied after three (3) twenty (20) minute regular periods of play, the
teams shall take a fifteen (15) minute intermission and resume playing
twenty (20) minute periods, changing ends for the start of each
overtime period. The team scoring the first goal in overtime shall be
declared the winner of the game.

Rule 85 — Puck Out of Bounds

85.1 Puck Out of Bounds - When a puck goes outside the playing area at
either end or either side of the rink, strikes any obstacles above the
playing surface other than the boards or glass, causes the glass,
lighting, timing device or the supports to break, it shall be faced-off at
the nearest face-off spot in the zone from where it was shot or
deflected out of play.

Should the officials rule that the shot or deflection that caused the
puck to go out of play originated from the neutral or defending zones,
the resulting face-off location shall be the nearest face-off spot closest
to the origin of the shot or deflection that gives the offending team the
least amount of territorial advantage.

If the puck comes to rest on top of the boards surrounding the
playing area, it shall be considered to be in play and may be played
legally by hand or stick.

When the puck goes outside the playing area directly off the face-
off, regardless as to which player may have last contacted the puck,
the face-off shall remain in the same spot and no penalty will be
assessed to either team for delaying the game.

When the puck is shot and it makes contact with the gloves or the
body of a player hanging over the players’ bench, or if the puck enters
the players’ bench through an open bench door, the face-off shall take
place at the nearest face-off spot in the zone from where the puck was
shot, however, if the puck hits an opposing player’s glove or body that
is hanging over the opposing team’s players’ bench or enters the
opposing team'’s players’ bench through an open bench door, the
face-off shall take place in the neutral zone adjacent to the opponent's
players’ bench.

Should the puck strike the curved glass located at the end of either
players’ bench, play shall be stopped when observed by any of the
on-ice officials. The ensuing face-off shall be determined as if the
puck went outside the playing area.

Should the puck strike the spectator netting at the ends and the
corners of the arena, play shall be stopped and the ensuing face-off
shall be determined as if the puck went outside the playing area.
However, if the puck striking the spectator netting goes unnoticed by
the on-ice officials, play shall continue as normal and resulting play
with the puck shall be deemed a legitimate play. Players must not stop
playing the game until they hear the whistle to do so.

85.2 Puck Unplayable - When the puck becomes lodged in the netting on
the outside of either goal so as to make it unplayable, or if it is “frozen”
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between opposing players intentionally or otherwise, the Referee shall
stop the play.

The puck may be played off the goal netting by either team.
However, should the puck remain on the goal netting for more than
three (3) seconds, play shall be stopped. Should the goalkeeper use
his stick or glove to freeze the puck on the back of the net or should a
defending player shield an attacking player from playing the puck off
the back of the net, the face-off shall take place at one of the face-off
spots in the defending zone.

Should the puck go under the goal either from behind or the side,
or through the mesh from behind or the side, if this is witnessed by an
on-ice official, play should be stopped immediately and the ensuing
face-off should take place at the nearest face-off spot in the zone
nearest to the location where the play was stopped.

85.3 Puck Out of Sight - Should a scramble take place or a player
accidentally fall on the puck and the puck be out of sight of the
Referee, he shall immediately blow his whistle and stop the play. The
puck shall then be faced-off at the nearest face-off spot in the zone
where the play was stopped unless otherwise provided for in the rules.

85.4 Puck Striking Official - Play shall not be stopped if the puck touches
an official anywhere on the rink, regardless of whether a team is short-
handed or not.

A puck that deflects back into the defending zone off an official
who is in the neutral zone, will be deemed to be off-side as per Rule
83 - Off-side.

The puck striking or deflecting off an official does not automatically
nullify a potential icing.

When a puck deflects off an official and goes out of play, the
ensuing face-off will take place at the face-off spot in the zone nearest
to where the puck deflected off the official.

If a goal is scored as a result of being deflected directly into the net
off an official, the goal shall not be allowed.

85.5 Face-Off Location - Should any player cause the puck to go out of
play or become unplayable in any zone, the face-off shall take place
at the face-off spot in the zone from which the puck was shot. If
deflected out of play, at the nearest face-off spot in the zone where it
deflected out of play. If the zone happens to be the neutral zone, the
face-off spot selected shall be the one that gives the offending team
the least amount of territorial advantage.

For a puck that is unplayable due to being lodged in the netting or
as a result of it being frozen between opposing players, the resulting
face-off shall be at either of the adjacent face-off spots or at the
nearest face-off spot in the zone from which the puck was shot, unless
otherwise covered in these rules.

If the attacking team shoots the puck into the zone and a delayed
off-side is indicated, or if the attacking team commits a game flow
infraction such as contacting the puck with a high-stick or batting the
puck with a glove (causing a stoppage of play), the ensuing face-off
shall be in the neutral zone outside the offending team'’s attacking
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zone.

85.6 Minor Penalty — A minor penalty for delay of game shall be imposed
on a goalkeeper who deliberately drops the puck on the goal netting to
cause a stoppage of play. See Rule 67.3.

85.7 Verification of Time - Any loss of time on the game or penalty clocks
due to the puck going out of play must be replaced. The Video Goal
Judge may be consulted to ensure the time is accurately replaced.

Rule 86 — Start of Game and Periods

86.1 Start of Game and Periods - The game shall be commenced at the
time scheduled by a “face-off" in the center of the rink and shall be
renewed promptly at the conclusion of each intermission in the same
manner.

86.2 Bench Minor Penalty — A bench minor penalty for delay of game
shall be imposed on either or both teams if:

(i) They are not on the ice or can be seen proceeding to the ice to start
the second, third or any overtime period when the intermission time on
the clock has expired;

(ii) At the start of the second, third and any overtime period, all players
with the exception of the starting players must proceed directly to their
respective players’ benches. Skating, warm-ups or on-ice activities by
non-starters is not permitted;

(iii) - When the visiting team must proceed by the way of the ice to their
dressing room at the end of a period, they must wait for a signal from
one of the officials before proceeding. Failure to wait for the official’s
signal shall result in a penalty.

86.3 Choice of Ends - Home clubs shall have the choice of goals to
defend at the start of the game except where both players’ benches
are on the same side of the rink, in which case the home club shall
start the game defending the goal nearest to its own bench. The
teams shall change ends for each period of regulation time and, in the
playoffs, for each period of overtime. (See Rule 84 — Overtime)

86.4 Delays - No delay shall be permitted by reason of any ceremony,
exhibition, demonstration or presentation unless consented to
reasonably in advance by the visiting team.

86.5 End of Periods - At the end of each period, the home team players
must proceed directly to their dressing room while the visiting team
players must wait for a signal from the official to proceed only if they
have to go on the ice to reach their dressing room. Failure to comply
with this regulation will result in a bench minor penalty for delay of
game.

Players shall not be permitted to come on the ice during a
stoppage of play or at the end of the first and second periods for the
purpose of warming-up. The Referee will report any violation of this
rule to the Commissioner for disciplinary action.

86.6 Pre-Game Warm-Up - During the pre-game warm-up (which shall not
exceed sixteen (16) minutes in duration) and before the
commencement of play in any period, each team shall confine its
activity to its own end of the rink. Refer to Rule 46.9 - Fighting.
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The Game Timekeeper shall be responsible for signaling the
commencement and termination of the pre-game warm-up and any
violation of this rule by the players shall be reported to the
Commissioner.

Twenty (20) minutes before the time scheduled for the start of the
game, both teams shall vacate the ice and proceed to their dressing
rooms while the ice is being flooded. Both teams shall be signaled by
the Game Timekeeper to return to the ice together in time for the
scheduled start of the game.

86.7 Start of Game - At the beginning of the game, if a team fails to
appear on the ice promptly without proper justification, a fine shall be
assessed against the offending team, the amount of the fine to be
decided by the Commissioner.

86.8 Start of Periods - At the beginning of the second and third periods,
and overtime periods in playoffs (0:00 on the clock), clubs must be on
the ice or be observed to be proceeding to the ice. Failure to comply
with this regulation will result in a bench minor penalty for delay of
game.

Before the start of the second and third periods (and overtime
periods in the playoffs), the teams will proceed directly to their
respective players’ benches. Only the starting line-up will be allowed
on the ice. The visiting team will immediately place its starting line-up
at the face-off circle, then the home team will follow, with the Referee
allowing the home team to make a line change if so desired prior to
the face-off. Skating, warm-ups or on-ice activities by non-starters will
result in a bench minor penalty for delay of game to the offending
team.

No warm-up involving pucks on the ice shall be permitted for a
goalkeeper at the start of any period. If, after one warning, this
continues, the Referee shall assess a delay of game penalty to the
offending team.

Rule 87 - Time-outs

87.1 Time-out - Each team shall be permitted to take one thirty-second
time-out during the course of any game, regular season or playoffs. All
players including goalkeepers on the ice at the time of the time-out will
be allowed to go to their respective benches.

This time-out must be taken during a normal stoppage of play.
Only one time-out, commercial or team, shall be permitted at any one
stoppage of play. For the purpose of this rule, a commercial time-out
is deemed an “official time-out” and not charged to either team.

Any player designated by the Coach will indicate to the Referee
(prior to the drop of the puck) that his team is exercising its option and
the Referee will report the time-out to the Game Timekeeper who shall
be responsible for signaling the termination of the time-out.

No time-out shall be granted following a face-off violation.

No time-out shall be granted to the defensive team following an
icing, following the goalkeeper causing a stoppage of play from a
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shoot-in from beyond the center red line, or when a defending player
accidentally dislodges the net causing a stoppage of play.

When a penalty shot has been awarded to either team by the
Referee, no time-out will be granted once instructions have been
given to the player taking the shot and the goalkeeper defending the
shot. No time-out will be granted during the shootout.

No warm-up involving pucks on the ice shall be permitted for a
goalkeeper or replacement goalkeeper during a time-out. If, after one
warning, this continues, the Referee shall assess a delay of game
penalty to the offending team.

Television commercial time-out guidelines are established by the
League. However, no commercial time-out is permitted after the
scoring of a goal. No commercial time-out is permitted after the
calling of an icing infraction, following the goalkeeper causing a
stoppage of play from a shoot-in from beyond the center red line, or
when a defending player accidentally dislodges the net causing a
stoppage of play, except when a penalty or penalties are assessed
that affect the on-ice strength of either team.
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TABLE 1

(Rule 15 - Calling of Penalties)
SUMMARY OF PENALTIES TO COACHES AND NON-PLAYING

CLUB PERSONNEL
Description Rule

(i)  Hitting the boards with a stick Rule 39.3
(i) Interference with an opponent on a Rule 56.6

breakaway
@iy Interference with an opponent or the puck Rule 56.3

while play is in progress
(iv)  Interference with an opponent or the puck Rule 56.7

while the goalkeeper has been removed
(v)  Interfering with an official Rule 39.3
(vi)  Leaving the bench by stepping onto the ice Rule 70.5

before the end of the period
(viiy  Obscene language or gestures Rule 39.3 Rule 75.3

Rule 39.5 Rule 75.5

(viiy  Physically abusing an official Rule 40.7
(ix)  Refusing to start play (teams in their Rule 73.3

dressing room)
(x)  Refusing to start play (teams on the ice) Rule 73.2
(xi)  Throwing a stick on the ice to a player who Rule 39.3

has lost or broken a stick
(xii)  Throwing any object onto the ice Rule 75.3
(xiii)  Throwing stick (breakaway on an open net) Rule 53.8
(xiv)  Throwing stick (defending zone) Rule 53.7

TABLE 2
(Rule 16 - Minor Penalties)
SUMMARY OF MINOR PENALTIES
Description Rule

(i) Boarding Rule 41
(ii) Broken stick Rule 10
(iii) Charging Rule 42
(iv) Clipping Rule 44
(v) Closing hand on puck Rule 67
(vi) Concealing puck with hand Rule 67
(vii) Cross-checking Rule 59
(viii) Delay of game Rule 63
(ix) Elbowing Rule 45
(x) Goalkeeper interference Rule 69
(i) High-sticking Rule 60
(xii) Holding Rule 54
(xiii) Holding the stick Rule 54
(xiv) Hooking Rule 55
(xv) lllegal Check to the Head Rule 48
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TABLE 2
(Rule 16 - Minor Penalties)

SUMMARY OF MINOR PENALTIES

Description Rule
(xvi) llegal equipment Rule 12
(xvii) lllegal stick Rule 10
(xviii)  Instigator Rule 46
(xix) Interference Rule 56
(xx) Kneeing Rule 50
(xxi) Leaving penalty bench too early Rule 70
(xxiiy  Leaving the crease (goalkeeper) Rule 27
(xxiiiy  Participating in the play beyond the Rule 27

center red line (goalkeeper)
(xxiv)  Roughing Rule 51
(xxv)  Slashing Rule 61
(xxvi)  Throwing puck towards opponent’s goal Rule 67
(goalkeeper)
(xxvii)  Throwing stick Rule 53
(xxviii) ~ Tripping Rule 57
(xxix)  Use of hand on face-off Rule 76
(xxx)  Unsportsmanlike conduct Rule 75
TABLE 3
(Rule 17 — Bench Minor Penalties)
SUMMARY OF BENCH MINOR PENALTIES

Description Rule
(i)  Abuse of officials Rule 39
@iy  Delay of game Rule 63
(i) Deliberate illegal substitution Rule 74
(iv)  Face-off violation Rule 76
(v)  lllegal substitution Rule 68
(viy  Improper starting line-up Rule 7
(vii) Interference from players’ or penalty bench Rule 56
(vii)  Interference with an official Rule 39
(ix) Leaving bench at end of period Rule 86
(x)  Refusing to start play Rule 73
(xi)  Stepping onto ice during period (Coach) Rule 70
(xiiy ~ Throwing objects onto ice Rule 63
(xiii)  Too many men on the ice Rule 74
(xiv) Unsportsmanlike conduct Rule 75
(xv)  Unsustained request for measurement Rule 10
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TABLE 4
(Rule 18 — Double-minor Penalties)
SUMMARY OF DOUBLE-MINOR PENALTIES

Description Rule
(i)  Butt-ending Rule 58
(i) Delay of game (coach’s challenge) Rule 38
(iiy  Head-butting Rule 47
(iv)  High-sticking Rule 60
(v)  Spearing Rule 62
TABLE 5

(Rule 20 — Major Penalties)
SUMMARY OF MAJOR PENALTIES

Major ule Number |  Major wto GM utoGM- | ito GM -
Penalty only injuryto | any injury
ice/head

»arding Rule 41 v v

itt-ending Rule 58 v

1arging Rule 42 v v

1ecking from Rule 43 v

thind

ipping Rule 44 v*

oss-checking Rule 59 v

bowing Rule 45 v v

3hting Rule 46 v

after original Rule 46 v

altercation

when aggressor Rule 46 v

2nd instigator in Rule 46 v

game

instigator in final Rule 46 v

5 mins. (or OT)

3rd instigator in Rule 46 v

season

sad-butting Rule 47 v

yoking Rule 55 v*

ierference Rule 56 v v

\eeing Rule 50 v

ashing Rule 61 v v

)earing Rule 62 v

* = Summary of Major Penalties that result in an automatic game misconduct. The individual rules state that
the automatic game misconduct only applies if major is assessed due to an injury. However, a major penalty
cannot be assessed on its own.
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TABLE 6
(Rule 21 — Match Penalties)
RULES WHERE MATCH PENALTY IS REFERENCED

Description Rule
A Match penalty is assessed anytime there is an
attempt to injure or a deliberate injury, in any manner.
In addition, Match penalty is referenced in the
following rules:
(i)  Boarding Rule 41
(i) Butt-ending * Rule 58
(i)~ Charging Rule 42
(iv)  Checking from behind Rule 43
(v)  Clipping Rule 44
(viy  Cross-checking Rule 59
(viiy  Elbowing Rule 45
(viiy  Goalkeeper who uses his blocking glove to the Rule 51
head or face of an opponent*
(ix) Head-butting * Rule 47
(x)  High-sticking Rule 60
(xi)  lllegal Check to the Head Rule 48
(xii)  Kicking a player (or goalkeeper) Rule 49
(xii) Kneeing Rule 50
(xiv) Punching and injuring an unsuspecting Rule 46
opponent *
(xv) Slashing Rule 61
(xvi) Slew-footing Rule 52
(xvii) Spearing * Rule 62
(xviii) Throwing stick or any object Rule 53
(xix) Wearing tape on hands in altercation * Rule 46

* NOTE - match penalty must be assessed when injury results

TABLE 7
(Rule 22 - Misconduct Penalties)
SUMMARY OF MISCONDUCT PENALTIES

Description Rule
(i)  Banging boards with stick in protest of an Rule 39
official’s ruling
(i) Continuing or attempting to continue a fight Rule 46
@iy Deliberately breaking stick or refusing to Rule 10
surrender stick for measurement
(iv)  Deliberately throwing any equipment (including Rule 39 Rule 53
stick) out of playing area
(v)  Entering or remaining in the Referee’s crease Rule 39
(viy  Fighting off the playing surface (or with another Rule 46
player who is off the playing surface)
(viiy Inciting an opponent Rule 75
(viii) Instigating a fight Rule 46
(ix) _Interfering or distracting opponent taking a Rule 24
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TABLE 7
(Rule 22 — Misconduct Penalties)
SUMMARY OF MISCONDUCT PENALTIES
Description Rule
penalty shot
(x)  Knocking or shooting puck out of reach of an Rule 39
official
(xi)  Leaving bench to speak to official Rule 6
(xiiy  Refusing to change non-regulation piece of Rule 9
protective equipment (second violation)
(xiii) Use of profane or abusive language Rule 75
(xiv) Verbal abuse of an official Rule 39
TABLE 8

(Rule 23 — Game Misconduct Penalties)
SUMMARY OF GAME MISCONDUCT PENALTIES

Description Rule
(i)  Butt-ending Rule 58
@iy~ Charging Rule 42
(i) Clipping Rule 44
(iv)  Continues or attempts to continue a fight Rule 46
(v)  Cross-checking Rule 59
(vi)y  Deliberately attempts to injure a Manager, Rule 75
Coach or other non-playing personnel
(viiy  Elbowing Rule 45
(viii)  Fighting off the playing surface Rule 46
(ix)  First or second player to leave the players’ Rule 70

bench during or to start an altercation
(x)  Firstto intervene in an altercation (third man in) Rule 46

(xiy  Head-butting Rule 47
(xiiy Hooking Rule 55
(xiii) Inciting an opponent into incurring a penalty Rule 75
(xiv) Interference Rule 56
(xv) Interferes with a game official in the Rule 39
performance of their duties
(xvi) Intervening in an altercation Rule 46
(xviiy Kneeing Rule 50
(xviii) Leaving the penalty bench during an altercation Rule 70
(xix) Not properly tied down during an altercation Rule 46
(xx)  Obscene language or gestures Rule 39 Rule 75
(xxi) Ordered to dressing room but returns Rule 70
(xxii) Persists to challenge or dispute official’s ruling Rule 39
(xxiii) Persists in continuing an altercation Rule 46
(xxiv) Physically abuses an official Rule 40
(xxv) Removing jersey prior to an altercation Rule 46
(xxvi) Resisting a Linesperson in the discharge of his Rule 39
duties
(xxvii) Secondary altercation Rule 46
(xxviii) Slashing Rule 61
(xxix) Spearing Rule 62
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TABLE 8
(Rule 23 - Game Misconduct Penalties)
SUMMARY OF GAME MISCONDUCT PENALTIES

Description Rule
(xxx) Third major penalty in a game Rule 20
(xxxi) Throwing stick outside the playing area Rule 53
TABLE 9

(Rule 24 — Penalty Shot)
SUMMARY OF PENALTY SHOTS

Description Rule
(i)  Deliberate illegal substitution Rule 68
@iy Intentionally dislodging the net from its Rule 63

moorings when the penalty cannot be served in
its entirety within regulation time

@iy~ Falling on the puck in the goal crease Rule 63

(iv)  Picking up the puck with the hand in the goal Rule 63
crease

(v)  Player on a breakaway who is interfered with Rule 53 Rule 56
by an object thrown or shot by a defending
team player

(vi)  Player on a breakaway who is interfered with Rule 70

by a player who has illegally entered the game
(viiy  Player throws or shoots an object at the puck in Rule 53
his defending zone

(viiiy  Player on a breakaway who is fouled from Rule 24 Rule 57
behind. Rule 54 Rule 59
Rule 55 Rule 60
Rule 61
TABLE 10

(Rule 25 — Awarded Goals)
SUMMARY OF AWARDED GOALS (WHEN GOALKEEPER HAS BEEN
REMOVED FOR AN EXTRA ATTACKER)

Description Rule
(i)  Delaying the game Rule 63
(i)  Handling the puck Rule 67
@iy lllegal substitution Rule 68
(iv) Interference Rule 56
(v)  Leaving the players’ or penalty bench Rule 70
(viy  Throwing stick Rule 53
(viiy  Tripping (fouling from behind — including Rule 57
hooking, holding, slashing, etc.)
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TABLE 11
(Rule 27 - Goalkeeper’s Penalties)
SUMMARY OF GOALKEEPER PENALTIES

Description Rule

@ llegal stick Rule 10

(i) llegal equipment Rule 9 Rule 12

@iy  Leaving crease during an altercation Rule 27

(iv)  Proceeding to players’ bench Rule 27

(v) Participates in the play beyond the center red Rule 27

line

(viy  Playing puck in restricted area Rule 1 Rule 63
Rule 27

(viy  Proceeds to players’ bench to replace stick Rule 10

(viiiy  Deliberately shoots or bats puck out of play Rule 63

(ix)  Deliberately falls on the puck inside or outside Rule 63
the goal crease
(x)  Deliberately drops the puck in his pads or on Rule 67

the goal net
(xi)  Piling snow or other obstacles Rule 67
(xiiy  Throwing the puck towards opponent’s goal Rule 67

(xiiiy Using blocking glove to punch an opponent in Rule 51
the head or face

TABLE 12
(Rule 16 - Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM

ix | ime| TeamA | TeamB | Answer | Remarks
linor penalty expiration criteria:

a. Is the team scored against, short-handed?
b.  Are they serving a minor penalty on the clock?
c.  Ifthe answer is yes to a) and b), delete the minor penalty with the least amount of

time on the clock, except when coincidental penalties are being served.
Ine player with a double minor penalty:

A1 | 00 | A15-2+2 o player irst penalty ends, the
:30 Goal sturns 3cond begins at 4:30.
\2 | 00| A15-2+2 15 returns. he first penalty has
5:30 Goal expired, the second

ends with the scoring of

1€ goal.
Ine player with a minor and a major penalty:

31 00 | A15-5+2 0 penalty he major penalty must
:30 Goal 'rminates. 2 served first.
32 | 00| A15-5+2 15 returns. he major penalty has
8:30 Goal expired, the minor

penalty ends with the
scoring of the goal.
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TABLE 12
(Rule 16 — Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM

Ex | Time | TeamA Team B Answer Remarks
Two players of the same team — combination of minor and major penalties:
C1 |3:00| A15-2 A15 returns.

4:00 | A23-2

4:30 Goal
C2 | 3:00 | A15-2 A15 returns.

4:00 | A23-5

4:30 Goal
C3 | 300| A15-5 A23 returns.

4:00 | A23-2

4:30 Goal
C4 | 3:00 | A15-2+2

4:00 | A23-2

4:30 Goal No player The first minor to A15

returns. ends.

5:30 Goal A23 returns. A23 returns because he
has the least amount of
time to serve in his
minor penalty.

C5 | 3:00| A15-2 A15retuns. | The signaled double-

(8*) | A23-2+2 minor penalty to A23 is

4:30 Goal * S =signaled | assessed at 4:30.

C6 | 3:00 | A15-5+2 A23 returns. | A15 must first serve his

4:.00 | A23-2 major penalty. A23

4:30 Goal returns as he is serving
a minor penalty.

C7 | 3:00 | A15-5+2 A23 returns. Least amount of time to

730 | A23-2 serve.

8:30 Goal

C8 | 3:00 | A15-5+2 Both A15and | The major penalty to

6:00 | A23-2 A23 return. A15 has expired. His

8:00 Goal minor penalty ends with
the goal. A23’s minor
penalty has expired.

C9 | 3:00 | A15-5+2 Captain’s The major penalty to

8:00 | A23-2 choice. A15 has expired. Both

9:00 Goal minors terminate at the
same time.

Three players of the same team -
Delayed (D) or Signaled (S) penalty (no stoppage of play):
D1 [3:00 | A15-2

330 | A23-2

4:00 | A6-2(D)

4:30 Goal A15 returns. Delayed penalty to A6

5:00 Goal A23 returns. | begins at 4:30

5:30 Goal AGB returns.

D2 | 3:00 | A15-2

330 | A23-2

(S) A6 -2

4:30 Goal A15 returns
and the
penalty to A6
starts.
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TABLE 12
(Rule 16 — Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM
Ex | Time| TeamA Team B Answer Remarks
5:00 Goal A23 returns

and A6
remains in the
J0X.

D3 | 3:00 | A15-5 A23 returns

330 | A23-2 and the

(S) A6 -2 penalty to A6

4:30 Goal starts.

D4 | 3:.00 | A15-5 A15and A23 | The major penalty to

730 | A23-2 return and the | A15 is completed. The

(S) A6 -2 penalty to A6 | minor penalty to A23

8:00 Goal starts. ends on the scoring of
he goal.

layer from each team - combination of minors an

E1{3:00| A15-2

3:30 B12-2

4:30 Goal No player Teams are at equal

returns. strength.

5:00 Goal A15returns. | His minor penalty has
een completed.

E2 | 3:.00 | A15-5+2 \o player Teams are at equal
returns. strength.

3:30 B12-2

4:30 Goal

E3 | 3.00 | A15-5+2 \o player The major penalty to
returns. A15 is complete but the

7:30 B12-2 teams remain at equal

8:00 Goal strength.

E4 | 3.00 | A15-2+2

3:30 B12-2

4:30 Goal No player Teams are at equal

returns. strength.

5:00 Goal No player The first minor to A15 is

returns. completed but teams
remain at equal
strength.

5:30 Goal A15returns. | The first minor penalty
to A15 and that of B12
are complete. The
second minor penalty to
A15 ends with the goal.

E5 | 3:.00 | A15-5+2 A\15 returns. The major penalty to

6:00 B12-2 A15 and the minor

8:00 Goal penalty to B12 have
expired. The minor
penalty to A15 ends on

he scoring of the goal.
E6 | 3.00 | A15-2 \o player The goal nullifies the

3:30 B12-2 |returns. signaled penalty to A23

(S) A23-2 (Reason: Team A was

4:10 Goal not short-handed).
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TABLE 12
(Rule 16 — Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM
Ex | Time | TeamA Team B Answer Remarks
Unequal number of players — combination of minors and majors:
F1 [3:00| A15-2 A15returns. | He had the least
3:30 B12-2 amount of time to serve
4:00 | A23-2 in his minor penalty.
4:30 Goal
F2 [3:00 | A15-2 A15 returns. | His minor penalty is
3:30 B12-2 completed. Teams are
4:.00 | A23-2 at equal strength at the
5:00 Goal time of the goal.
F3 |3:00| A15-2 A15 returns.
330 | A23-2
4:00 B12-2
4:30 Goal
F4 | 3:00 B12-2 | A15returns. | Least amount of time to
3:30 | A15-2 serve in his minor
4:00 | A23-5 penalty.
4:30 Goal
F5 | 3:00 B12-2
330 | A15-2
4.00 | A23-2
4:30 Goal A15returns. | Least amount of time to
serve in his minor
penalty.
5:00 Goal A23 returns
F6 | 3:00 | A15-5 A23 returns. | Least amount of time
3:30 B12-5 (and Team A is short-
4:.00 | A23-2 handed by reason of a
4:30 Goal minor penalty).
F7 [3:00 | A15-2 A15returns. | Least amount of time
3:30 B12-5 (and Team A is short-
4:00 | A23-5 handed by reason of a
4:30 Goal minor penalty).
F8 | 3:00 | A15-5 A23 returns. | Short-handed by reason
330 | A23-2 of a minor penalty.
4:00 B12-2
4:30 Goal
F9 [3:00| A15-5 A23 returns. | Short-handed by reason
3:30 B12-2 of a minor penalty.
4:.00 | A23-2
4:30 Goal
F10 | 3:.00 | A15-2 A15 returns. | Short-handed by reason
330 | A23-5 of a minor penalty.
4:00 B12-2
4:30 Goal
F11 | 3:00 B12-5 |A15returns. | Least amount of time.
330 | A15-2
4.00 | A23-2
4:30 Goal
F12 | 3:.00 | A15-2+2 No player First minor penalty to
3:30 B12-2 | returns. A15 ends.
4:.00 | A23-2
4:30 Goal
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TABLE 12
(Rule 16 — Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM

Ex |Time | TeamA TeamB |  Answer Remarks
F133:00 | A15-2
315 | A23-2
3:30 B12-2
345 | A6-2(D)
4:00 Goal A15returns. | The penalty to A6
begins at 4:00
4:30 Goal A23 returns. | Least amount of time.
F1413:.00 | A15-2 B12-2 | A23returns. | Penalties to A6 and B3
315 | A23-2 are not on the clock.
3:30 A6 -2 B3-2
5:10 Goal
F15(3.00 | A15-2 Signaled The penalty to B12
3:30 B12-2 | penalty to B3 |does not make Team B
4:.00 | A23-2 is not short-handed.
(S) B3-2 assessed.
4:30 Goal
F16 | 3:00 | A15-2 A15returns. | The minor penalty to AG
3:30 B12-2 begins at 4:30.
4:00 | A23-2
(S) A6 -2
4:30 Goal

Coincidental penalties — equal number of players on each team:

G1 | 3.00 | A15-5+2 | B12-2+2 | No player Teams are at equal

4:30 Goal returns. strength.
G2 | 3.00 | A15-2+5 B12-5 | The substitute | Coincidental major
4:30 Goal for A15 penalties.
returns.
G3 [ 300 | A15-2 A15returns. | Coincidental penalties
330 | A23-2 B12-2 are not put on the clock.
4:30 Goal
G4 | 3:00 A15-2 B12-2 A23 returns.
330 | A23-2
4:30 Goal
G5 | 300 | A15-2 B12-2 | No player Team A'is short-
330 | A23-5 returns. handed, however, it is
4:30 Goal with a major penalty.
G6 | 3.00 | A15-2 B12-5 |A15returns. | Team Ais below the
330 | A23-5 numerical strength of
4:30 Goal it's opponent. Minor
penalty to A15 expires
on the scoring of the
goal.
G7 | 300 | A15-2 A15 returns.
330 | A23-2
4:30 Goal
G8 | 3.00| A15-2 A15returns. | Penalties to A23 and
330 | A23-5 B12-5 B12 are not on the
4:30 Goal clock.
G9 | 300| A15-5 No player A15 is serving a major
330 | A23-2 B12-2 | returns. penalty. Penalties to
4:30 Goal A23 and B12 are not on
the clock.
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TABLE 12
(Rule 16 — Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM
Ex | Time | TeamA TeamB |  Answer Remarks
G10| 3:00 | A15-5 A23 returns. | Short-handed by reason
330 | A23-2 B12-5 of a minor penalty.
4:30 Goal
G11 | 3:00 | A15-2+2 B12-5 | No player First minor penalty to
330 | A23-2 returns. A15 is eliminated.
4:30 Goal
G12| 3:.00 | A15-2 B12-2 | The penalty to
330 | A23-5 AG is not
(S) A6 -2 assessed
4:30 Goal (unlessitis a
major or
match
penalty).
G13[3:00 | A15-2 Penalties to A23 and
330 | A23-2 B12-2 B12 are not on the
4:00 A6 -2 clock.
4:30 Goal A15 returns.
4:45 Goal AG returns.
G14|3:00 | A15-2 A15retuns. | The minor penalty to A6
330 | A23-2 B12-2 begins at 4:30. The
(S) A6 -2 penalties to A23 and
4:30 Goal B12 are not on the
clock.
G151 3:.00 | A15-2+2 B12-2 | Minor penalty | Team A would have
3:30 Goal to A15is placed an additional
eliminated. player in the penalty
box to serve the extra
minor penalty to A15.
NOTE: A15's additional
minor penalty begins at
3:30 due to the scoring
of the goal by Team B,
but does not affect the
on-ice strength.
Ex | Time | TeamA Team B Answer Remarks
Coincident penalties — unequal number of players on each team:
H1 | 3:.00 | A15-2 B12-2 | Captain's This choice must be
A23-2 choice. made at the time of
4:30 Goal assessment of the
penalties.
H2 | 3:00 | A15-2 B12-2 | Noplayer The major penalty
A23 -5 returns. makes the team short-
4:30 Goal handed. The penalties
to A15 and B12 do not
go on the clock.
H3 | 3:00 | A15-2 B12-5 | Captain's The minor penalties end
A23-2 choice. at the same time.
4:30 Goal
H4 | 3:00 | A15-2 B12-5 |A15returns. | Major penalties are
A23-5 coincidental and do not
4:30 Goal go on the clock.
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TABLE 12
(Rule 16 — Minor Penalties)
GOALS SCORED AGAINST A SHORT-HANDED TEAM

Ex |Time | TeamA TeamB |  Answer Remarks
H5 | 3:00 | A15-5 B12-2 | Noplayer Coincidental minor
A23-2 returns. penalties. Team A is
4:30 Goal short-handed by reason
of the major penalty.
Penalties to A23 and
B12 do not go on the
clock.
H6 | 3:00 | A15-2+2 B12-2 | Captain’s Depending on the
A23 -2 choice. The choice made by Team
4:30 Goal minor penalty | A, A23 may return or

to B12 can the first minor penalty to
cancel off with | A15 will end with the
any one of the | scoring of the goal, or

minor the replacement player
penalties serving the extra minor
assessedto | to A15 will return.
the two
players on
Team A.

H7 | 3:00 | A15-2 B12-2 | Captain's Depending on the

A23 - 2+2 choice. The choice made by Team
4:30 Goal minor penalty | A, A15 may return or

to B12 can the first minor penalty to
cancel off with | A23 will end with the
any one of the | scoring of the goal, or

minor the replacement player
penalties serving the extra minor
assessedto | to A23 will return.
the two
players on
Team A.
H8 | 3:.00 | A15-2 B12-2
A23-2
A6 -2
4:00 Goal Captain’s B12 and one of the
choice. minor penalties to Team
A (depending on
choice) will not go on
the clock.
4:30 Goal Remaining According to the choice
player returns. | made by Team A when
the penalties were
assessed.
H9 | 3:00 | A15-5 B12-2 | Captain’s Coincidental penalty
A23-2 choice. rule applies to B12 and
A6 -2 either A23 or A6 (and
4:30 Goal these penalties would

not go on the clock).
H10 | 400 | A15-2 B12-2 | Noplayer A23's first penalty
4:30 | A23-2+2 returns. terminates. A23's
5.00 Goal second penalty starts.

NOTE: Coincident penalties must always be served in their entirety.
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TABLE 13
(Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties)
COINCIDENTAL PENALTIES
(all penalties assessed at the same stoppage)
Team | Penalties | Team | Penalties On-ice Strength
A B
Example A3 2 B10 2+2 | Team B will play one player short-
1 handed for two minutes. Team B

must place an additional player to
serve the extra minor penalty to
B10.
Example | A3 2 B10 2+2 | Teams play at full strength.

2

A5 2+2 B12 2
Example | A3 2+2 B10 2+2 | Teams play at full strength.
3

A5 5 B12 5
Example | A3 2+5 B10 2 Teams play at full strength

4
B12 5
Example A3 2+5 B10 2 Team A will play one player short-
5 handed for two minutes. Team A
A5 2 B12 5 Captain’s choice to determine
which penalty would go on the
penalty time clock. Should A3 be
chosen, then an additional team A
player must be placed on the
penalty bench to serve the minor
penalty for A3.
Example | A3 2+2 B10 2+2 | Team A one player short-handed
6 for five minutes.
A5 5
Example A3 2+2 B10 2 Team A Captain’s choice to play
7 one player short-handed for four
A5 2 minutes or two players short-

handed for two minutes. Should he
choose the latter, an additional
team A player must be placed on
the penalty bench to serve the
minor penalty for A3.

Example | A9 2 B2 2+2 | Team B will be one player short-

8 handed for two minutes. Team B
A24 2 B18 2 Captain’s choice of which player's
time will go on the penalty time
clock. If he chooses B2, then team
B must place an additional player
on the penalty bench to serve B2's
minor penalty.

Example | A3 5 B5 5 Teams play at full strength.
9
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TABLE 13
(Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties)
COINCIDENTAL PENALTIES
(all penalties assessed at the same stoppage)
Team | Penalties | Team | Penalties On-ice Strength

A B

Example | A3 5 B5 5 Team B short-handed for five
10 minutes (Captain’s choice).
B7 5

Example | A3 5 B5 5 Teams play at full strength.

11
A4 5 B7 5
Example | A3 5+5 B5 5 Team A short-handed for five
12 minutes. Team A must place an
additional player on the penalty
bench to serve the extra major

penalty.
Example | A3 5+5 B5 5 Teams play at full strength.
13
B7 5
Example | A3 5+5 B7 5 Team A has the choice to cancel
14 one of the two major penalties
Ad 5 assessed to A3 or to simply cancel

the one to A4. Should they choose

A3, they will require an additional

player in the penalty box.

Example A3 5+5 B5 5 Team A will be short-handed for
15 five minutes. Team choice to

A4 5 B7 5 cancel majors assessed. Should

they choose A3, they will require

an additional player in the penalty

box.
Example A3 2+5 B7 5 Team A must place another player
16 in the penalty box to serve the
additional minor penalty to A3
mmediately.
Example | A3 2+5 B7 2+5 | Teams play at full strength.
17
Example | A3 2+5 B5 5 Team A short-handed for two
18 minutes. Team B shorthanded for
B7 5 five minutes (Captain’s choice).

Team A must place another player
in the penalty box to serve the

minor penalty.
Example | A3 2 B5 5 In the last five minutes of the game
19 or anytime in overtime, the three

minute differential will be posted on
the penalty clock. Team B will play
short-handed for three minutes and
it will be served in the same
manner as a major penalty.
Example | A3 2+2 B5 5 In the last five minutes of the game
20 or anytime in overtime, the one

minute differential will be posted on
he penalty clock. Team B will play
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TABLE 13
(Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties)
COINCIDENTAL PENALTIES
(all penalties assessed at the same stoppage)

Team | Penalties | Team | Penalties On-ice Strength
A B

short-handed for one minute and it

will be served in the same manner

as a major penalty.

Example | A3 5 B5 2 In the last five minutes of the game
21 or anytime in overtime, this

B7 2 example does NOT adhere to the

requirements of Rule 19.4. Teams

play 4 on 3.
Example | A3 5 B5 2+2 | In the last five minutes of the game
22 or anytime in overtime, this
Ad 2 B7 2 example does meet the

requirements of Rule 19.4 and the
one minute differential will be
posted on the penalty clock. Team
A will play short-handed for one
minute and it will be served in the
same manner as a major penalty.
Example | A3 2+5 B5 2+2+5 | Team B will play short-handed for
23 two minutes. Team B will require
an additional player in the penalty
box to serve the minor penalty.
Example A3 2+5 B5 5 Team A will play short-handed for
24 two minutes. Team A will require
A4 5 B7 5 an additional player in the penalty
box to serve the minor penalty.
Example | A3 2+5 B5 2+5 | Team A will be short-handed either
25 one player for four minutes, or two
A4 2+2+5 B7 5+5 | players for two minutes (Captain’s
choice). Team B will be short-
handed for five minutes (Captain’s
choice).
Example | A3 25 B5 | 2+2+5 | Team B will be short-handed either
26 one player for seven minutes or
Ad 5 B7 5+5 | two players, one for two minutes
and one for five minutes (Captain’s
choice).
Example A3 2+5 B5 5 Team A will be short-handed,
27 either one player for seven
Ad 5 minutes, or two players, one for
two minutes and one for five
minutes (Captain’s choice).
Example | A3 | 2+5+5 B5 2+5 Teams play at full strength.

28
B7 5
Example | A5 2 B12 5+5 | Teams play at full strength.
29
A6 5+5 B13 2
A7 5 B14 5
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TABLE 13
(Rule 19 - Coincidental Penalties)
COINCIDENTAL PENALTIES
(all penalties assessed at the same stoppage)
Team | Penalties | Team | Penalties On-ice Strength
A B
Example | A3 2+10 B5 2 Teams play 4 on 4.

30

Example A3 2+10 B5 2+10 | Teams play 4 on 4.
31

Example | A3 2 B5 2 Teams play 4 on 4.
32

A4 10 B7 10

TABLE 14
(Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper)
INTERFERENCE ON THE GOALKEEPER SITUATIONS

Situation Result

1. THE GOALKEEPER IS IN THE GOAL CREASE.

A. An attacking player is standing in the | Goal is allowed. This is a good goal.
goal crease when the puck enters the
crease then crosses the goal line. In
no way does he affect the
goalkeeper’s ability to defend his goal.

B. An attacking player makes incidental | Play continues, no whistle.
contact with the goalkeeper, however,
no goal is scored on the play.

C. An attacking player makes incidental | Goal is disallowed. The official in his
contact with the goalkeeper at the judgment may call a minor penalty on the
same time a goal is scored. attacking player. The announcement

should be, “No goal due to interference

with the goalkeeper.”

D. An attacking player makes other than | A minor penalty, plus assessment of
incidental contact with the goalkeeper, | whatever other penalties may be

however, no goal is scored on the appropriate up to and including
play. supplementary discipline.
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TABLE 14
(Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper)
INTERFERENCE ON THE GOALKEEPER SITUATIONS

Situation

Result

. An attacking player makes other than
incidental contact with the goalkeeper
at the time a goal is scored.

Goal is disallowed, and a minor and/or
major penalty, plus assessment of
whatever penalties may be appropriate up
to and including supplementary discipline.

2. THE GOALKEEPER IS OUT OF THE G

OAL CREASE.

. An attacking player makes incidental
contact with the goalkeeper, however,
no goal is scored on the play.

Play continues, no whistle.

B. An attacking player makes incidental
contact with the goalkeeper at the time
a goal is scored.

Goal is allowed.
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C. An attacking player makes other than | A minor and/or major penalty, plus
incidental contact with the goalkeeper, | assessment of whatever other penalties
however, no goal is scored on the may be appropriate up to and including
play. supplementary discipline.

D. An attacking player makes other than | A minor and/or major penalty, plus
incidental contact with the goalkeeper | assessment of whatever other penalties
at the time a goal is scored. may be appropriate up to and including

supplementary discipline and the goal is
disallowed.

3. APLAYER PUSHES, SHOVES, OR FOULS ANOTHER PLAYER INTO THE
GOALKEEPER, WHO IS IN OR OUT OF THE CREASE.

A. The attacking player, after having Goal is allowed.
made a reasonable effort to avoid
contact, makes contact with the
goalkeeper at the time a goal is
scored.

B. The contact by the attacking player A minor and/or major penalty, plus

with the goalkeeper is other than
incidental and the attacking player, in
the judgment of the Referee, did not
make a reasonable effort to avoid
such contact. However, no goal is
scored on the play.

assessment of whatever other penalties
may be appropriate up to and including
supplementary discipline.
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TABLE 14
(Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper)
INTERFERENCE ON THE GOALKEEPER SITUATIONS

the goalkeeper, well inside the crease,
at the same time a goal is being
scored. The attacking player remains
in motion and, in the judgment of the
Referee, maintains a significant

Situation Result

C. The contact by the attacking player A minor and/or major penalty may be
with the goalkeeper is other than called at the discretion of the Referee plus
incidental and the attacking player, in | assessment of whatever other penalties
the judgment of the Referee, did not | may be appropriate up to and including
make a reasonable effort to avoid supplementary discipline and the goal is
such contact at the time a goal is disallowed.
scored.

D. An attacking player, through his A penalty may be called at the discretion
actions pushes, shoves or fouls a of the Referee for the actions of the
defending player into the goalkeeper | attacking player and the goal is
at the time a goal is scored. disallowed.

4, BATTLE FOR LOOSE PUCK WITH THE GOALKEEPER WHILE THE
GOALKEEPER IS IN OR OUT OF THE GOAL CREASE.

A. An attacking player makes incidental | Goal is allowed.
contact with the goalkeeper while both
are attempting to play a loose puck at
the time a goal is scored.

B. An attacking player makes other than | A minor and/or major penalty, plus
incidental contact with the goalkeeper | assessment of whatever other penalties
while both are attempting to play a may be appropriate up to and including
loose puck at the time a goal is supplementary discipline and the goal is
scored. disallowed.

5. SCREENING SITUATIONS.

A. An attacking player skates in front of | Goal is allowed. This is a good goal.
the goalkeeper at the top of the goal
crease, at the same time a goal is
being scored. The attacking player
remains in motion and does not
maintain a significant position in the
crease in front of the goalkeeper.

B. An attacking player skates in front of | Goal is disallowed. The announcement

should be, “No goal due to interference
with the goalkeeper.”
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TABLE 14
(Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper)
INTERFERENCE ON THE GOALKEEPER SITUATIONS

Situation Result

position in the crease impairing the
goalkeeper's ability to defend his goal.

C. An attacking player skates in frontof | Goal is allowed.
the goalkeeper, outside the crease, at
the same time a goal is being scored.
The attacking player remains in motion
and impairs the goalkeeper’s ability to
defend his goal.

D. An attacking player plants himself Goal is disallowed. The announcement
within the goal crease, as to obstruct | should be, “No goal due to interference
the goalkeeper’s vision and impair his | with the goalkeeper.”
ability to defend his goal, and a goal is
scored.

E. An attacking player plants himself on | Goal is allowed.
the crease line or outside the goal
crease, as to obstruct the goalkeeper's
vision and impair his ability to defend
his goal, and a goal is scored.

6. CROWDING THE GOALKEEPER.

A. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an | Play continues, no whistle.
attacking player to establish position in
the crease and the attacking player
vacates the position immediately. No
goal is scored on the play.

B. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an | Minor penalty. This player runs the risk of
attacking player to establish position in | “bad things” happening by being in the
the crease and the attacking player crease. In this example it is a minor
does not vacate the position, however, | penalty.
no goal is scored on the play. A
possible penalty depends on the
Referee’s judgment as to the degree
of contact and degree of resistance
with the attacking player and whether
the goalkeeper was truly trying to
establish a position.
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TABLE 14
(Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper)
INTERFERENCE ON THE GOALKEEPER SITUATIONS

Situation

Result

C. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an
attacking player in the crease to
establish position and the attacking
player vacates the position
immediately at the time a goal is
scored. Even though the attacking
player vacates his position
immediately, the contact impairs the
goalkeeper’s ability to defend his goal.

Goal is disallowed. The announcement
should be, “No goal due to interference
with the goalkeeper.”

D. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an | Goal is disallowed. A minor penalty is not
attacking player to establish position in | assessed (loss of goal only). The
the crease and the attacking player announcement should be, “No goal due to
refuses to give ground at the time a interference with the goalkeeper.”
goal is scored.
E. A goalkeeper deliberately initiates Minor penalty to the goalkeeper (slashing,
contact with an attacking player other | etc.).
than to establish position in the
crease, or otherwise acts to make
unnecessary contact with the attacking
player.
F. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an | Coincidental minors (goalkeeper/attacking
attacking player to establish position in | player) [In this situation, the Referee
the crease by using excessive force or | would emphatically display to players and
acting in @ manner which would the fans that he was calling penalties
otherwise warrant a penalty, and the | before the puck entered the net, and thus
attacking player refuses to give ground | the play was dead at the time the
at the time a goal is scored. infractions occurred and thus stated there
is no goal.]
G. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an | A minor penalty to the goalkeeper and the
attacking player to establish position in | goal is disallowed. This is an example
the crease by using excessive force or | where the attacking player has prevented
acting in a manner which would the goalkeeper from doing his job by
otherwise warrant a penalty, and the | being in the crease. The announcement
attacking player vacates the crease at | should be, “No goal due to interference
the time a goal is scored. with the goalkeeper (plus the
announcement of the goalkeeper's
penalty).”
H. A goalkeeper initiates contact with an | Minor penalty to goalkeeper.

attacking player to establish position in
the crease by using excessive force or
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TABLE 14
(Rule 69 - Interference on the Goalkeeper)
INTERFERENCE ON THE GOALKEEPER SITUATIONS

Situation

Result

acting in a manner which would
otherwise warrant a penalty and the
attacking player vacates the crease,
but no goal is scored.

7. CONTACT WITH THE GOALKEEPER.

A. An attacking player initiates contact
with the goalkeeper, inside or outside
the goal crease, in a fashion that
would otherwise warrant a penalty
(e.g. “runs” the goalkeeper).

Appropriate penalty (minor and/or major
and a game misconduct) and subject to
additional sanctions as appropriate,
pursuant to Rule 33A — Supplementary
Discipline.

B. An attacking player is in the crease
and makes every effort to vacate the
crease and the goalkeeper initiates
contact to embellish and draw a
penalty. No goal is scored on the play.

This is a dive and a minor penalty to the
goalkeeper (diving).

C. A defensive player directs the puck
into his own net while an attacking
player initiates contact with the
goalkeeper.

Goal is disallowed and a minor and/or
major penalty, plus assessment of
whatever other penalties may be
appropriate up to and including
supplementary discipline to the attacking
player.

D. A defensive player directs the puck
into his own net while an attacking
player is standing in the goal crease.
The attacking player does not affect
the goalkeeper’s ability to make the
save.

Goal is allowed.
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PENALTIES IN EFFECT PRIOR TO THE START OF OVERTIME -

TABLE 15
(Rule 84 — Overtime)

REGULAR SEASON

Ex | Timein 3rd
Period

Team A

Team B Resolve

1 19:10

A5-2

B17-2 "he penalty times are removed
from the penalty clock at the end of
the third period, and the teams
begin overtime playing 3 on 3. At
the first whistle following the
expiration of the penalties, the
penalized players are released from
he penalty box.

2 19:10

19:50

A5-2

A7 -2

B17-2 "he teams would begin the
overtime period playing 4 on 3. The
penalty times for A5 and B17 are
removed from the penalty clock. At
the first stoppage of play following
the expiration of the penalties to A5
and B17, these players are
eleased from the penalty box.

3 19:10

19:25

19:40

A5-2

A7-2

vertime will begin with the player
strength of three (3) skaters for
B17-2 | team A and four (4) skaters for
team B. Through the normal
expiration of penalty times, the
penalized players will return to the
ice. With continuous play, the
potential of reaching an on-ice
strength of five (5) on five (5) is a
possibility. However, the on-ice
strength would be adjusted
accordingly at the next stoppage of
lay.

4 19:10

19:30

19:40

A5-2

A7 -2

B17-2 Jvertime will begin with the player
strength of three (3) on three (3).
Penalties to A5 and B17 are
removed from the penalty clock.
B36-2 | Should there be a stoppage of play
following the expiration of A5 and
B17’s penalties, these players shall
then be released from the penalty
box. As the penalties to A7 and B36
expire, the on ice strength could get
to four (4) on four (4). At the next
stoppage, the strength would be
adjusted to three (3) on three (3).
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REFERENCE TABLES

TABLE 15
(Rule 84 — Overtime)
PENALTIES IN EFFECT PRIOR TO THE START OF OVERTIME -

REGULAR SEASON
Ex | Timein3d | TeamA Team B Resolve
Period
5 19:10 A5-2 Overtime on-ice strength will begin
at three (3) on three (3). Through
19:20 B17-2 | the normal expiration of penalty
times, the penalized players will
19:30 A7T-2 return to the ice. With continuous
play, the potential of reaching an
19:40 B36-2 | on-ice strength of five (5) on five (5)

is a possibility. However, the on-ice
strength would be adjusted
accordingly at the next stoppage of
play to either four (4) on three (3) or
three (3) on three (3), as the
situation dictates at that particular
stoppage of play.

TABLE 16
(Rule 84 — Overtime)
PENALTIES ASSESSED IN OVERTIME - REGULAR SEASON

Time in OT TeamA | TeamB On-ice Strength
0:30 A23-2 Team A - 3 skaters
Team B - 4 skaters

1:00 B17-2 | Team A - 3 skaters
Team B - 3 skaters

1:30 A7 -2 Team A - 3 skaters
Team B - 4 skaters

Once team A has received their second minor penalty, each team must add one
player to their on-ice strength. Should the penalty to A23 expire bringing the on-ice
strength back to four (4) on four (4) and there is a subsequent stoppage of play, the
on-ice strength must be adjusted down to three (3) on three (3) at this point.
However, if there is a stoppage of play once the penalty to B17 has expired (and
before A7’s expires), the on-ice strength would be adjusted to four (4) on three (3). If
there is no stoppage in play until both teams have returned to five skaters each, at
the next stoppage of play the on-ice strength would be adjusted back down to three
(3) on three (3).
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Abstaining from playing the puCK ..........cccovveririnnencnesees
Abusive language or gestures ............coeoveerierrieerneeennns
Abuse Of OffiCIalS ........ccvvrrreeereere e
- captain or alternate coming off the bench...........cccocoeviniininnccnnne 6.1
- game misconduct penalties .
- Linespersons reporting to Referee ............cvevvevveneenienienininenennenns 324
- MISCONAUCE PENAILIES.......vvvicecieie e
- REfEreE rEPOMS ...
= SIGNAIS. .. s
- unsportsmanlike conduct
Adjustment t0 CIOthing ..........coeveriirirrr
Adjustment to eqUIPMENT .........ccoeviiiririrreees e
After the game — fiIghting..........cueurereririre s
After the period — fIghting.........ccocerieirieriere s
After the original altercation — fighting...........covovvvrrrrererercrrsss 46.7
AQQrESSOT ...t ..35.6, 46.2, Table 5
Altercation .. 46.3, Table 5, Table 6,
........................................................................................ Table 8, Table 11
- abuse Of OffiCalS .........ccevevciriir 39
- aggressor............ .46.2
- faCe-Off I0CALION..........veerecc s 76.2
- failure to proceed to penalty bench ...46.19
- game misconduct penalties.............ccovevecrerercncneseeeees 232
- goalkeeper leaving goal Crease..........cccveueueeeireieineeeneieineisienas 27.6,31.9
= IN-ATENA SCOTET........ooverreii s 33.5

- instigator ..... .46.11,46.12
- Jersey ... ...46.13,75.2
-1eaving the DENCH ... 70
= MatCh PENAIIES ........cvi 46.15
- physical abuse of OffiCials...........cccerieriirice s 40
- REErEE MEPOMS ... 31.9
- roughing
= With @ SPECLALON ......veve s 23.7,31.9
AIEIEA JEISEY......ovveiriiriciieic e 9.1
AREINALE CAPLAIN.......ceeeieciici e 6.2
- coming off bench 10 Protest ...
- correct number of players on the ice ..
- delaying the game.......c.occveriencee e
- fails to comply with Referee’s direction..............ccoenrvvennininnininniins 63.3
= 0AME SNEEL ... 33.1
- leaving bench 10 Protest ... 39.2
- listed on game line-up submission . .51
- official report of match................ 331
- requesting stick measurement .10.5
Appointment of OffiCialS..........ccorirririr e 30
Area of @ fight - ClEAMNNG........c.eueererererrre s 46.4
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AT PAAS ..o 11.3

Articles thrown on ice — Linespersons reporting
....................................................... 32.4,53.3,75.2,75.3, Table 1, Table 3

Assist

Assists
= CTEAIING. 1. 33.2,78.3
- PUDIIC @ArESS ........iveieiiiie e 315,332

ARACKING ZONE ... 1.6
- calling of penalties — face-off location............ccccocveevceriinienee .. 155
- coming from the bench without a helmet — face-off location ... ...96
- disallowed goal — goalkeeper interference — face-off location............ 69.6
= ACEOS .. 76.2
- goalkeeper interference — face-off location............coverrrerrrninninns 69.6
S PANA PASS ...

- injured player — face-off location

= Off-SIAE v

- player’s bench extending into ...........ccocreveinennnennnneeeenns

- PUCK OUL Of DOUNGS ... s

- 1efusing t0 Play PUCK ..o
Attempt to injure a manager, coach ..
Attempt to injure an official...........cocvrrrrnnerre s
Attempt to or deliberate injury ..o

Automatic game misconduct.
- gQressor ...
- boarding.....
= DUH-ENAING ..o
= CRAMGING oo
- checking from behind
- clipping....covevvieienen
- cross-checking ...
= @IDOWING ...t
- fighting — after original altercation..............ccccovveeniencnncscceces
- fighting — second instigator in a game ..
- fighting - third instigator in a season .
- fighting — when aggressor .............
= hEad-DULEING ...
= NOOKING e
-KNBEING ..o
- instigator - final five minutes of regulation time.....
- instigator — second in @ game............occoveuniens
- instigator — third in @ SEASON............cviviiivririires
- second fight, SamMe StOPPAGE.........ceuriirriiiniirrer s
- second instigator in @ game............ccoerrivininininess
- slashing

- spearing
- stick measurement — third violation in S€ason ............ccc.cueveiniirniinne
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- third major penalty in @ game ..o 20.4
- third instigator iN @ SEASON .........ccoviurieirieree e 46.11
Automatic suspension
- abuse of officials Category.........ccovviriicc s 234
- coach or non-playing club personnel involved in altercation ............... 46.8
- fighting other than during the periods of the game............cccocococueienc 46.9
- ENEral CAEYONY ....vuvririciciciiri et 23.3
- instigator, aggressor and game misconduct list...........cccocoevieriiennee 35.6
- instigator in final five minutes of regulation time .... ....46.22
- leaving bench.........ccoveeevccnceceee ....70.10
- physical abuse of offiCials............cccocvererrerieireine e 40
- stick infractions, boarding and checking from behind category........... 23.5
- stick measurement — third violation in S€asoN ...........ccccvvvvvivierennns 10.5
AWArded GOal.........cocviiiiir e

- covering puck in crease..
- displacing goal POSt..........cveueuiiririinnieee s
- during penalty SROL..........cocueeiiniinieeee s

- illegal SUDSHIEULION.........co.ceiciicc e 68.4,70.8
- interference from DenCh ..........ccovire s 56.7
- interference by player illegally entered into game.. 68.4,70.8
- interference by team member not legally on the ice ..........cccccovvvnnee 56.7
- picKiNG UP PUCK IN CrEASE .......vuvvriiciicieiceiee e 67.5
- piling SNOW Or Other ODJECES .........c.veviceccccccea 67.5
- ShOOLS EQUIPMENL........c.oveiriiciiieee e 53.7

= SNOOLS SHCK ... 53.7
- throwing eqUIPMEN........c.coiiiiee e 53.7
= thrOWING SHCK ... s 53.7
S ATIPPING ¢ 574
B
BaACK Of NBL ...t 85.2,85.5
Banging boards with stick.......... ..39.2, 39.3, Table 1, Table 7, Table 8
Banging glass in protest of rUling .........ccovveeriereereerrneeresesceeene 39.2,394
Batted PUCK ......c.vueeiciicieice e 325,764
Batting puck............ .38.4,63.2,67.1,67.6, 78.5

Batting puck — face-off ... .32.5,76.4
Before the game — fighting...........ccoceviininin s 46.9
Before the period — fighting.........cceerirrririnneeeeseseseeseseseresens 46.9
BENC ... 3

- bench — penalty (see Penalty bench)
- bench - players’ (see Players’ bench)
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Bench minor penalty ..o
- abuse Of OffiCIAIS .........ccevercrcii e
- delaying the game.............
- designated player to serve ....
- distractions during penalty shot.

= €N OF PEMIOTS ..o

- face-off VIOIGLION ........c..cvuieieeesccee

- goalkeeper in regular season overtime.....

- goalkeeper proceeding to players’ bench

- illegal substitution.............cccvernerrinninne .

- injured player leaving the ice during play...........ccocovevevnnnrenenenn. 8.1

- interference from the Bench..........cccocvininnnnnncees 56.3

- leaving the BeNCh ..o

-liNE ChANGES..........ooic s

- refusing to start play .. .

- SEAMING INE-UP .. 7.2

- start of game and Periods............vuvrrererrerreinenereneseeeeee 86.2

- ShOM-ANAEA ... 16.2

- slow proceeding to face-off [0CatioN ............ccovvverererererirereirceies 76.7

- throwing equipment

- to0 many Men 0N the iCE .......c.ivrvivriieece s 742

- unsportsmanlike CONAUCL...........ccovueiririeieeeieeeeeeeae 39.3,75.3

- unsustained complaint regarding legality of a glove ............ccccceeeee. 12.2

- unsustained request for stick measurement............c.cccccvverieirinennns 10.5
BItING ..t 21,75.2, Table 6

.. 11.7,51.3, Table 6, Table 11
....................................... 8.3

- game misconduct penalty..
- major penalty ..........ccc.c....
= MAtCh PENAIY.......c.cviei s
= MINOT PENAIY ... s
-signal .............
- SUSPENSsIons ...

= DANGING ...
- boarding
- charging.

- dimensions.
S 01ASS s 1.3
S MATKINGS vt 1.3
- puck coming to rest 0N 0P OF .....c.ucvuevrevriiiirirrrerse e 85.1
= pUCK OUL OF BOUNGS ..o 85
- restricted area .
- SafEtY G1ASS ... s 1.3
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BOOt ChaNNEL..........ceiicc e 11.2
Breakaway.........cooeuviiirierires e 24.8,53.7, 56.6,
............................................................... 57.3,63.6, 68.1, Table 1, Table 9
Breaking stick when requested for measurement ............c.coocvivininiieiinenn. 10.5
Broken SticK.........ccveieeveiicceeccce e 10.3, 10.4, 56.2, Table 2
Butt-ending ........cocoevvireincneecs 58, Table 4, Table 5, Table 6, Table 8
- double-minor PENAIY..........c.oceeiirriereeeeee s 15.3, 58.2
SfINES e 58.6
- game misCONAUCE PENAIY........c.ovuivrerieceeee s 58.5
= MAJOT PENAIY ... 58.3
- MALCh PENAILY.........oveiccc s 58.4
= SIGNAL s 29.2
= SUSPENSIONS ...t 58.6
c
Calf PrOLECIOTS ..o 11.2
Calling Of PENAILIES .........cvvreeieirieie s 15, Table 1
Calling penalty — goal SCOred...........coeveurirneeririnererineieeiseieiines 15.2,15.3,15.4
Captain.....cccooeeveeireereeeens ...6.1, Table 12, Table 13

- alternate Captains.........cocevrieiiieire e 6.2
- coming off the bench to protest ..., ..6.1,39.2
- delayed penalties — penalties expire at the same time ............cc........ 26.2
- delaying the game........cccceieeriineree 63.3
- designated player — bench minor penalty ...........coocvcereeriereninnnnennns 17.1
- designated player — goalkeeper's penalties...........c.cccoeverrerinenineene. 271
- designated player — match penalty
- designated player — misconduct penalty to goalkeeper ............cc........ 22.2
- designated player — penalty Shot...........ccooevirinenene 24.3,53.7
- listed 0N Game ShEEL..........ccvivvieriiiice e 33.1
- listed on game ling-up SUBMISSION ........c.oviuriiuniiiriciere e 51
- official report of match
- penalties to two players expire at the same time............... 16.2,27.2, 35.5
- refusing t0 Start Play ..o 732
- requesting stick measurement............c.covvniveiniieiniiecsises 10.5
CarTying tWO SHCKS.....c.vueuiiirieirieisieeets et 10.5
CatChiNG GIOVE ...t 11.6
Change of players .. .70.2,81.4,82
Change Of POSSESSION .........cuvreeririirieirieirieis e 13.3
L0712 13 R 41.1, 42, Table 2,
............................................................................ Table 5, Table 6, Table 8
S fINBS o 42.6
- game miscoNAUCE PENAILY..........cvvrvrrerereeeiee e 425
- §OAIKEEPET IN CTEASE ....cvuvvveereeieie ettt 421
= MAJOF PENAIY ..o 42.3
= MALCh PENAILY.....c.cvceiiieieee s 424
= MINOT PENAIEY ..o 42.2
SIGNAL ... 29.3
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= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt 426
Checking from behind ..o 235,43,
..................... Table 5, Table 6

FINES 1ot 43.6

- game miSCONAUCE PENAHIY........c.curiiuriiirieeee s 435

= MAJOT PENAIY ..o 43.3

= MALCh PENAILY......cooeeececec e 434

= MINOT PENARY ... 43.2

= SIGNAN et 294

= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt 43.6
CheSt PaT ... 11.3
ChOICE OF ENAS........cvuivriiciieces e 86.3
Circles — face-0ff.........cocvrrerrncce s 1.9, 76, 86.1, 86.8
Clearing the area of @ fight..........cccovevirieinrc s 46.4
Clearing the zone
L0710 TSR

FINES vttt

- game misconduCt PENAILY...........cceevimimiirerrr e 445

- major penalty

- MAtCh PENAIY.......ocviec s 444

= MINOT PENAILY ..o 44.2

= SIGNAL e 295

= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt 446
ClOCK oo 4,34,355,38.7,77.2,86.2, 86.8
Closing hand 0N the PUCK ..o 67.2,79.1
Clothing ....c.everevriereinnes 14.1,63.2,65.2
Clothing — adjustment ..o 14.1,63.2, 65.2
Club executive COMING ONtO ICE .......ouvvrrererrrireierirerecre e 70.10
COBCN ... 5.4

- abuse of officials .................. ...39, Table 8

- abusive language or gestures ... .39, 75, Table 8

- attempt to injure @ COACh .........ccceuvieirieinicre s

- banging boards ..o

- bench minor penalties............

- captain and alternate captains...

- challenge.......ccccoovieniinienne

= COMING ONEO ICE ...ttt

- deliberate injury 0f @ COACH ......c.oceuviviinieiriereeee

- designated player for bench minor penalties ....
- designated player for goalkeeper penalties ..
- designated player for match penalties...........
- distraction during @ penalty Shot..........ccccocuniicininciniicnicen,

- €ligible PIAYETS .......cviieiiiicie e 5.1,331
- §0alKEEPEr'S PENAIIES. ........evvrerrereircii e

- interference from bench
- involved in altercation....
-1eaving DeNCh.........cocvviicinir
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- line change Waming ............ccceveeeneeeeeeeeeeenes 76.7,76.8,82.2
S lINBUP oo 51
- MAtCh PENAIIES ......cocveveiriicce s 21.2,275
- obscene language or gestures ... 39, 75, Table 8
S PENAMIES ..o Table 1
- penalty shot — distraction during..............ccccocverennnninnnees 244
- physical abuse Of OffiCialS...........c.ccouvrriiirie 40
- profane language or gestures. 39, 75, Table 8

- refusing to start play............... 732,733
- shootout — stick MEaSUremeNt.............cocerirerieneneneneseeeens 10.7
- SEAING INE-UP ..o 7,333
- stick measurement — ShOOtOUL.............cccoieurieiricniee e 10.7
- supplementary diSCIPIINE ..........ocvveerireereire e 28
- throwing ObJECtS .....c.vvcvccccce e 53.3,75.3,75.4, Table 8
- unable to continue — Referee, Linesperson ............ccovveeveene. 31.11, 326
-waming — liN€ Change .........cooueurieniereinereseses 76.7,76.8,82.2
C0aCh’S ChAlIENGE ......cvvvvvriei e 38
- applicable standards for “delaying the game — puck over glass”
ChallENGE.......covei e 38.12

- applicable standards for “interference on the goalkeeper” challenge 38.11
- applicable standards for “missed game stoppage event’ challenge..38.10

- applicable standards for “off-side” challenge ...........ccoocevievicirinennee 38.9
- league initiated challenge...........cooeviinieniineee s 38.3
- process for initiating a coach’s challenge ...........c.coeveriineniiniineiins 38.4
- process for reviewing a coach’s challenge ............cocveevevevivirenenns 38.5

- right to initiate a coach’s challenge...........ccovevienieniencnees 38.6
- results of a successful coach’s challenge............cvcveerevivinnninennns 38.7
- results of an unsuccessful coach’s challenge.............cccoevvernininennes 38.8
- situations subject to coach’s challenge.............coocvevevinivinieienennns 38.2
Coincidental major penalties.............c..c.....
Coincidental match penalties......
Coincidental minor penalties ..
Coincidental penalties...........c.ocenieeirienieneeneee s
Coincidental penalties in OVEIIME .........ccvvvrereieirirenereseeseeseseseeeines 19.1
Coincidental penalty rule ..........ccococovieurirennee .19.5, Table 12
Coming from bench without helmet during play ...........ccocveereverrncninreneenns 9.6
Coming off bench t0 Protest..........cccoirirnirercce s 39.2
Coming onto ice — ClUD EXECULIVE ..........ccuivririirircerer e 70.10
Coming ONt0 ICE — COACH .....couvvuiriicici s 70.5
Commercial time-out... .87.1
S TGN s 41
Commissioner
- abuse Of OffiCialS ..o
- altercation with SPECtator............covvirireeie s
- appointment of OffiCials ..........ccccoovirriieniec s
- attempt to injure a coach....
- awarded goal — interference...........ccovvveincieincieisceceesees 56.7
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= DOAMING ... 41.6
= DUI-ENAING ... 58.6
= CRAMGING .. 42.6
- checking from behind ... 43.6
= ClIPPING et 446
- club executive coming onto the iCe...........ccvvvirieriririeecrcces 70.10
- coach coming onto the iCe.........ceueriiiiirreeeee 70.5
- coach involved in altercation ... 46.8
- coming onto the ice — club executive .70.10
- coming Onto the iCe — COACN ... 70.5
= CrOSS-CRECKING ......oovvveec e 59.6
- dangerous equipment — opposing team objection ............c.coccevierinnae 9.9
- deliberate injury of @ COACH .......ovvvrririeiererere e 755
= €IDOWING ...

- end of game / periods

- fighting other than during periods of the game...........c..ccccovvvvrvinnnnn. 46.20
- fighting prior to drop of PUCK...........cceevrereriiecccecs

- forfeit Of GAME ......vveeee e

- game misconduct penalties.............coewevereereverenenesss

- goalkeeper leaving goal crease.

- goalkeeper substitution — delay ..........ccoeveerienienieneeene 8.2
- goalkeeper's eqUIPMENT ........c.cccuuiiriiriinrierireee e 11.9
- §OAIKEEPETS' SHCKS.......cuvieiieciiecieiie e 10.2
= NEAA-DULING ... 47.6
= DIGN=SHOKING ... 60.5

= NOOKING v s 55.6
- illegal check to the head .. 485
- iNElgible PIAYET ... 5.2
- interference — awarded goal...........c.cocrerereneiecninecneenes 56.7
- interference — penalty Shot ..o 56.6

S KICKING ... 494
SKNBBING ... 50.6
- 1€agUE INSPECHIONS .......vuiieciiieicie e 11.9,12.5
- 18aVING gOAI CrEASE ........cvveiieii et e 27.6
- leaving the bench....... ... 10.10

= lINE-UP PONICY ...t 33.3
- MAtCh PENAIIES ... e 21.3
- obscene gestures / 1anguage ...........cooeveerienieinicnieseinas 39.6, 75.7
= OffICIAIS ..o 30.1
- participating in play with tWo StCKS ..o 10.5

- penalty shot — interference.... ..24.4,56.6
- physical abuse Of OffiCialS..........covrrrrrririerrrereresese e 40
- PrE-game WaM-UD ......cuveiuieirisirisereseesessese e et enes 86.6
- REfEree repoms ......c.ovuevrieireie s 319
- refusing to start play ... 732,73.3
S TOUGNING ot 514
- slashing
= SIBW-FOOING ... 52.3
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= SPBAMNG ...

= SPECIALOT ...t

- start of game / periods ...

- supplementary discipline.................. 28,41.6,42.6,43.6,44.6,45.6,47.6,
............................... 48.5,49.4,50.6, 51.4, 52.3, 53.9, 55.6,
...................................................... 58.6, 59.6, 60.5, 61.7, 62.6, 75.7

- throwing QUIPMENL.........c.cvieiiiieeiee s 53.9

- throwing object at Spectator ... 23.7

= WAMM-UD o 86.6

Communication............... 33.4,35.3,38.6
Concealing puck With hand............ccoeuevriminiseee s 67.2
Confirmation of goal at one end prior to goal at other ...........c.ccovveenee 38.7,78.6
Contact dUrNG AN ICING .....v.veereeeeeereeneersieereeeee e
Contact inside the goal Crease............covveueireriineierneeneeseeseeneens
Contact outside the goal crease

Continuing a fight (attempting to CONtINUE)..........covvrvreereirereriresereeina 46.5
CONLINUOUS PlAY ....voveeeeiiee e 37.3
Control of the puck

- aWarded gOalS...........ccveuiiiiii s

- calling of penalties..

= INJUPEA PIAYET .. 8.1

= Off-SIAB . 83.1

= PENAILY SNOL.......eieiiii s 24.8,56.6,57.3

Correct number of players 0n the iCe ..o 63.3
Covering puck in goal crease............. .67.4,67.5
Covering puck With AN ..o 67.2
CrEaSE ... AT

- charging goalkeeper iN Crease ..........ccurueerueiniieiniieieieee s 421

- CONEACE INSIAR ... 69.3

- CONACE QULSIAR ... 69.4

- entering Referee’s Crease ..........oocvevecreseinieisieinens 39.4, Table 7

- falling 0N PUCK ... 67.4,67.5, Table 9

- fre€ZiNg PUCK........cuirieiceierc e 63.2,67.4,67.5, Table 11

- gatherning PUCK .......c.oeureieiricer s 67.4,67.5, Table 9

= 0081 CTEASE ...t 17

- goal crease during fight...........ccvererenereee s 46.4

- goalkeeper in crease — Charging ...........ocveeveeerecenmeineseseeens 421

- handling PUCK..........cuiureireiiriiee e 67.4,67.5, Table 9

- holdiNG PUCK......ceieiie s 67.4,67.5, Table 9

SHOING e 81.3

- interference on the goalkeeper... ..69, Table 2, Table 14

- leaving goal crease ................ ....27.6,31.9, Table 11

= 100S€ PUCKS ...

= PENAILY SNOL.....eieice s

= PICKING UP PUCK ...

S TEDOUNGS ..o

- Referee’s crease

- Referee’s crease — entering ........ccoceveeveereeneeneencnesennenns 39.4, Table 7
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- 1EMAIN iN GOl CrEASE .........vuveieiiieiieee e 46.4
- STOPPING PlAY ... 63.2, 67.4,67.5, Table 11
Crediting @SSIStS ........vvreeeririreireie e 331,783

Crediting gOalS........c..cuiuiiriieeec e 78.2
CrOSSDAN ...t 2.1,24.2,78.5,80.3, 85.1
Cross-Checking..........covevverereeeeeereireeneens 59, Table 2, Table 5, Table 6, Table 8
FINES oo 59.6

- game MiSCONAUCE PENAIY........c.cvvviueiiiricee s 59.5

= MAJOT PENAILY ..o 59.3
= MatCh PENAIY.......cecvec s 594
= MINOT PENAIEY ... 59.2
= SIGNAN et 29.6
= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt bbb 59.6
CUNVALUIB......eove ettt ettt st et nn 10.1, 10.5

Dangerous EQUIPMENT ............cviururimririeirieieieisie e 9.9,12.3
- 0ppOSIng team OBJECHION ..o 9.8

Defending ZONE ..o
- clearing area of a fight — fight in front of benches .
- delaying the game..........cccovveervvevcnenencninne
A0S ..
S AN PASS ...
- hand pass — Linesperson Stopping play...........coveveereeereeerrerneneines
= DANAING PUCK ...t s
- net displaced..
= N0 Off-SIAE ...
- puck off official directly into goal...........cceeererereirenrnininireeeinns
= PUCK OVET GIASS ..ottt
- PUCK UNPIAYADIE ...
- shooting puck over glass...
- throwing equIPMeNt..........c.ocveecereererrreeeeene

Deflection
- disallowed gOalS...........ccvviiuiiriie e 78.5
- distinct Kicking MOtON ..........coiuiiiiiiieee s 49.2
- during delayed calling of @ penalty ..........coovrvveereerererenrrrsnns 78.5
= NaNdlNG PUCK ... 67.6
- high-sticking the PUCK...........ccceriiiricinrcrc e 80.3

- off body into goal...
- off-side .....ccccvvvnee.
- puck out of bounds
- rebound in the CrEASE.........cciuriiiriie e
- rebound on a penalty shot.
Delayed calling of @ penalty ...........cccoureiniineinininneeseecseecseieens
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SN0 Q08 785
Delayed calling of a penalty shot and goal scored .............cccovenienicininnnnee 15.4
Delayed Off-Side.........ovrrrerririrereree s 29.9,56.2, 83.3
Delayed penalty...... ... 19.1, 26, 29.8, 84.2, Table 12
Delaying the game...........ccccee.e. 63, Table 2, Table 3, Table 10

- adjustment of €QUIPMENL ..........covrirrrreeeereere e 65.2

= AWAAEA GOl ... 63.7

- bench minor Penalty ... 63.3

- choice of face-0ff I0CatIoN.............cvvrirriecrc ) 63.8

- coach’s challenge........... 38.1,38.2,384, 38.12

= COVEIING PUCK ....veeveiiceee e 67.2,67.3,76.5

- dangerous EQUIPMENT .......c.ccciirirrireee e 9.9

- delayed WhiStle ..o

- displacing goal POSt.........c.ccvvuiiiiiiriiriee e

- dropping puck on netting

= €N OF PEFIOU ...

- face-Off VIOIHON ..o

- falling on puck in crease

- freezing PUCK UNNECESSANIY ...........cvuveeerrieierireieseee i

- goalkeeper deliberately removing face mask.

- goalkeeper playing puck in restricted area ..........cocoeveencencnncnnnes

- IMProper N ChaNGE..........c.cueeiiiiriiie s

SINfTACHIONS ..o

-liNE CRANGE.......oo s

- minor penalty ..
- no line change.
- objects thrown on ice .
= PENAILY SNOL.....eeeiicii s
- playing puck in restricted area.............ccooeeeerenneneneee
- protective equipment.................

- puck dropped on goal netting
- puck over glass..............c......
-refusing to start play..........ocooeiiie e

- TESHICIE @A ...

- slow proceeding to face-off location ...
-start of game ....c.oeveeererrrercnnns
= StArt Of PEMHOG ...
- unnecessary stoppage of Play..........ccceveriernerere
- unsustained request of opponent’s equipment ..
- warm-up during tiMe-0UL .........ccoeurreurirererese s
Deliberate illegal substitution .....
DeliDErate iNJUIY.........ccveeumiiiiireisee e 21
Deliberate injury of @ manager, Coach ...........cccoevrernernennenineins 75.5, Table 8
Deliberately applying physical force against an official................cccconevence. 395,40
Deliberately breaking Stick............ccoreueiiirininiceeee e 10.5, Table 7
Designated player
- bench minor penalty ... 171
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- goalkeeper Penalty ... 27

- MatCh PENaAILY.......c.ovuieicieie e 212,275

= PENAILY SN0 243
Devices — signal and timing ............cooererireririnininieseene 4,344,355,38.7
Diagrams

- Approved Goal Frame ..o page v

- catching glove — goalkeePEr'S ........c.ccvviuieriereereeceeeceeene 11.6

- Detail of Goal Crease............

- Dimensions of Rink Surface ..

- Face-off Configuration...........

= G0@I CIBASE ......vverereereeeeeeeseesesseiseee ettt ss s ssesneeneen

- G0al FramE ...

- goalkeeper’s catching gloVe ..o

- §OAIKEEPEI'S JEISEY .....ovuvrececiiieiece e 94

- goalkeeper's stick...... . 10.2

- JErSEY — gOAIKEEPET ... 94

- JEISBY = PIAYET ..o 9.3

- Official Dimensions of Rink SUMace ..........ccccvevereerrnvnininininns page iv

- PlAYEI'S JEISEY ... 9.3

- player’s stick 10.1

- ReSHHCIEA ArEa ... page iv

= RiNK DIMENSIONS ....coovvviriciciieseiee e page iv

- StiCk — OAIKEEPEI'S. ... 10.2

= SHCK — PlAYETS ... 10.1

- tape measure .

Dimensions............
Disallowed goals....
= batting PUCK.......cccvieiieriiirre e
- confirmation of goal at one end prior to goal at other................. 38.7,78.6
- deflected off official ............cccoeveeeieeciieieeecceae 38.4,76.2,78.5,854
- delayed calling of a penalty ... s 785
- delayed off-Side. ..o 834
- distinct kicking MOtion ...........cccoocenirninnienenesces 38.4,49.2,785
- face-Off I0CALION..........cvevceeercce e 76.2
- goalkeeper pushed into net together with puck. 69.7,78.5
- high-sticking the pUCK...........c.ccocvirnirerree s 78.5,80.3
- illegal substitution.................. ..68.5,78.5
- interference on the goalkeeper............cccoieienienieiniesen 69, 78.5
S KICKING .o 38.4,49.2,78.5
- leaving the penalty bench..........ccoovvccnincnencnn, 68.5,70.4,78.5
- Linesperson reporting infraction that occurred prior to goal....... 324,785
- net dislodged
= Off-SIB v
- play was StOPPEd ........ccieririeririerieie e
- PUDIIC @AAIESS ...
= SIGNAL e
- through goal netting ..
- under goal frame ..o
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- Video GOoal JUAGE.........cvuieieiiise s 38.2
= VIO FEVIBW ...t 78.5
- whistle had blown................ 31.2,785,834
Discarded stick or other eqUIPMENt...........covveerirreinerencsseeeee 53.2
Discipline — supplementary............ .28, Table 14
- abuse Of OffiCialS ..........ceeeeereercrree e 39.6
- attempt to injure a team official............cccoeriinenii 75.5
- boarding
= DUE-ENAING .. 58.6
= ChAIGING .. 42.6
- checking from BEhiNd ..........cveueviieirieeee e 43.6
= ClIPPING. s
- cross-checking
S AIVING v
= @IDOWING ...
- embellishment
S FIGRLING L. s
- game miscoNduCt PENAIIES ..........cvvivriiierriecee s 23.2
- hBAA-DUING ... 47.6
= Digh-SCKING ... 60.5
S HOOKING ... 55.6
- illegal check to the head..........ccocuiiiirieecccc s 48.5
- interference from the DENCh ...........ccovvieiivcniicccc 56.2
- interference on the goalkeeper ... 69.8
S KICKING .o 494
SKNBBING ..o 50.6
-leaving the BENCH ..o 70.2
- MatCh PENAILIES ..o
- physical abuse of offiCials............cccoureimrrrierrcnceees
- TOUGhING ..
= S1ASNING. ...
= SIEW-TOOHNG ...
= SPBAMNG ..cevteieteeeee ettt
- throwing eqUIPMENT........c.iiiicc s
- unsportsmanlike conduct
Displacing goal POSt..........coueuirririininiieiiinneiensieesee e seees
Disputes
= ClOCK e
- the rulings of an oOfficial ...........ccoerereereerrneneneeeeees
- expiration of penalties ...
- fiN@LAECISION ..o
S REEIEE ...
S PENAMIES ...
S HIMB e 31.2,34.7,38.7
- unsportsmanlike CoNAUCE...........cccoeevrireirierieree e 39.1, Table 8
Distinct kicking motion ............... ..38.4,49.2,78.5
Distracting goalkeeper during penalty Shot ..........ccoccvinenencncni, 244
Distracting player during penalty Shot...........cccccviinienienieneeees 244
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DIVING e 64
SfINBS oo 64.3
= MINOT PENAIY ... 64.2

- suspensions.... ..64.3
DiviSION Of IC8 SUITACE ........vvuiieeiiieiriicisiieiseie st 1.6
Double-minor penalty.............ccoveirrirnininenreene 18, Table 4, Table 12

= DUE-ENAING ..o 58.2

- diSAlloOWed OAlS........c.euirieieiriir s 785

20081 SCOMEA ...ttt 15.3
- DEAd-DULHING ... 47.2
= hIGh=SHEKING ..o 60.3
- infraction resulting in a penalty Shot ..o 246
- last five minutes and OVertime ...........ccvevvenercnerecnesese 194
- Linesperson reporting high-stick causing injury ...............c..c..... 324,785
- spearing

Drop of puck — fighting Prior t0.........ocvvervrieieeiereresesesssssssseeeinn 46.10

- game MiSCONAUCE PENAHIY........cccvrrieriiirrieee s 455
= MAJOT PENAIY ..o
= MatCh PENAIY.......oecviec s
- minor penalty .
S SIGNAL e
= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt
Eligibility for ShOOOUL..........cc.evueieeiiireeece e
Eligible player .........cciiiiieece e 5.1,10.7,33.1
Embellishment
Emergency recall — goalkeeper ..o 53,119
ENCroachment ... 32.5,76.6, 76.7
ENd 0f GAME ...
= FIGIEING Lo s
End of period .....
- fighting ...
Ends — choice of
Entering Referee’s Crease .........oovveererereereereeneenensenenensesseeeenns 39.4, Table 7
Equipment .........ccooiiieee 65, Section 3, Table 2, Table 7, Table 11
- adjustment of equipMeNt..........ccviiriir e 14.1,63.2,65.2
- blood stained.. ... 8.3
- D00t ChaNNEL ... 11.2
- dangerous eqUIPMENT..........cooeureeiriirereeeeeee e 99,123
- goalkeeper's QUIPMENT ...........ceu et enees
- goalkeeper's equipment repairs .
- §OAIKEEPEI'S JEISEY ......uvuiiuiiriiiiciinnieiieieesses s 94
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- illegal eqUIPMENT ..o 12.1
S JEISEY ettt 9
- kicking equipment

- Linespersons equipment ...

- throwing qUIPMENE..........ciiieicee e 53
- throwing equipment at an official ... 404
- throwing equipment out of playing area..........c.covvvvivrnireininns 394,754
S UNIOMM s 9.1
- Video Goal Judge equipment. .
EVENt @NalySt.........coviiiiricece e
EVENT SUMMAIY.....ooiiiiic e
EXDIDItION GAMES ......oocviiiiie e
Expiration of penalties ..o
Extra attacker .............
- awarded goals.
- goalkeeper in regular season overtime..

- §OAIKEEPET ON AN ICING ....vvvereeeieiiei ettt
- line change ON iCING ........ceveieriereeeee e
- illegal substitution...............
- overtime — regular season..
- premature substitution........
EYE QOUGING ...vvviriiciiei bbb 21, Table 6
F
FACE MASKS ... 9.7,11.8
FaCE ProtECtioN........cveveiieeicie e 9.7
Face-off ... ...76, Table 2
- abstaining from playing puCK...........coovvreeeeireirerererenesesee s 721
= DattiNg PUCK.......cvieeiiecie e 325,764
- calling of penalties.......... 15.5,76.2
- choice of face-0ff I0CatIoN. ..........ccvvvvrriree s 76.2
- CICIES ... 1,76, 86.1
SAISE s 34.7,38.7
- fighting PriOr 0 .....cevieceicis s 46.10,70.2
- five second limit
- goalkeeper 10SiNG MaSK...........cccueuiermiiinrineieiss s 9.6
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= DANA PASS .. 32.5,76.4,79.3
- high-sticking opponent during face-off.............cccoeviiiininncninins 60.1
- high-sticking the PUCK..........c.ceriiiriiicrcnccce e 80.2
SHCING Lot 81.2
- injured players........c.cccoeneene. 8.1,76.2
- interference with goalKeeper ..o 69.6
= LINESPEISONS.......vvvriecececicieiieeseiee bbbttt

- location after penalty .

B0)i 2o [T

- objects thrown on ice.

= PENaltY ShOt.........ee

- player 10Sing helmMet ..o 9.6
- playing puck with hand...........ccocovnernnnineeecees 67.2,76.5,79.1
- premature SUDSHEULION............cooiueviiiriiccce s 711
- procedure

- pUCK OUL Of DOUNGS ..o 63.2,85.1
- PUCK UNPIAYADIE ... 85.2
= PUCK OUL Of SIGNE ... 85.3
- puck striking OffiCial ..........ccccovurrrirrrrre s 76.2,85.4
- Referees

- 1efUSING 10 PlaY PUCK ...voevereir e 72
= 1€SPONSIDITILY ..o 31.3,32.2,76.1
= SPOS 1o 1.9,8.1,9.6,24.2,29.18, 69.6

................................................... 71.1,72,76,80.2, 81.2,83.5,85.5
- start of game ..
- start of periods ...
- verification of time .

= VIOIALIONS ...
Facial injury ProteCtion............cvvrnrneeceeeeeseeesee e 9.8
Fake an injury .......cocovevevcencvcnnenennns ..64.1
Failure to comply with Referee’s direction...........cccoevenninninnnninneens 63.3
Failure to place player on penalty bench — major penalty...........c.cccoovierinene. 20.3
Failure to proceed directly to penalty bench.............cccocvnirniininncnnenn 46.19
FaIE PIAY..co. e 124
Falling on puck in crease....... ...67.4,67.5, Table 9
Fans throwing ObJECES ONICE .......cvvivicece e 63.5
FIGN AN INJUIY .ot 64.1
FIGRtING..... v 46, 86.6, Table 5
.......................................................................................... Table 7, Table 8
= AGGIESSON ... s 46.2,46.17
- after the original altercation ... 46.7
- AIECALION ..o 46.3
- clearing the area .........cccovveecnnerss e 46.4,46.18
- continuing a fight (attempting to continue) ...........ccccoevvivninninncnnn 46.5
- failure to proceed to penalty bench...........ccocvevvvinnininenenn, 46.19
- fiNES o 46.17, 46.18, 46.19, 46.20, 46.21, 46.22
- iNCItING @N OPPONENE.......cevieiiciet s 754
SINSHGALON .. 46.11,46.12, 46.21, 46.22
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SJBISBYS e 46.13
= MAJOT PENAIY ... 46.14
- match penalty............. ...46.15
- Off the playing SUMACE ... 46.8
- other than during the periods of the game. ...46.9, 46.20
- prior to the drop of the PUCK ..........ccvvrrerrrrerrrerererescseeeee 46.10
- second iNSHGator iN game ..........ccvvvrerereeereceeeee e 46.11
- SUSPENSIONS ......oovvveeenens 46.17,46.18, 46.19, 46.20, 46.21, 46.22
- third instigator in season .... ..46.11
-thirdmanin........cccccoee.e. ....46.16
FINAl AECISION. ... 31.2
Final five minutes — INSHGAtON ..........c.ovvirirrreececcc 46.12
Fines
S AQQGIESSON ...t 46.17
- boarding
= DU-ENAING ... 58.6
= CRAMGING .. 42.6
- checking from Dehind .........c.erie e 43.6
- clearing the area of a fight...........ccooveerneerncerc e 46.18
- clipping
- cross-checking
S AIVING vt

- failure to proceed directly to penalty bench ...........
- fighting other than during the periods of the game
- goalkeeper's eqUIPMENt ........c.covveeeeeenciriireineines
= hEad-DULHING ...
= hIGh-SHEKING ...
-hooking ......ccocvevennee.
- illegal check to the head.....
- illegal stick..................
S INSHGATON ..
- instigator in final five MINUES ........ccocoeuriciriirccce
- interference on the goalkeeper...
- kicking.....
- kneeing...........

- leaving the BeNCh ..o

- MAJOr PENAIIES. ... s

- MISCONAUCE PENAIIES ..o

- game misconduct penalties...........23.3, 22.4, 22.5, 27.2, 27.3, 27 .4, 27.6
- refusing to start play ..o

S TOUGNING ..o

= SIASNING. ... s

= SIBW-FOOIING ..o

= SPBAMNG ..ttt

- start of game .
- supplementary disCIpliNg ..........c.ocevvrrerrrrereieeeeseeseesee 28
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- throwing eqUIPMENT.......c.cvuiiiirice s 53.9
- unsustained request for stick measurement ... 10.5
= VIO TEVIBW ... 38.2

Flexible pegs ..... ..2.1,63.6,78.5
FIOOAING te ICE .....vvieiiici e 1.1
Forfeit 0f game ... 66,73.2,73.3
Fouling from behind ...........ccoiiiiiiiieeee e 24.8,57.3
Freezing the puck (frozen puck) ....Table 11
= DACK OF NBL ... 85.2
- between oppoSINg PIAYETS.........cviriiiriirireree s 85.2
- delaying the Game..........covvvreiieee e 63.2
- face-off location — calling of penalties...........cocvvivivircnennn, 15.5,76.2
- PUCK UNPIAYADIE ... s 85.2
= UNNECESSANIY ...t 67.3
Infraction resulting in penalty Shot.............ccoviririinic 248
G
Game
SN0 OF oo 31.10
- forfeit of .. 66,73.2,73.3
- start of ... ....31.10, 86.1
GAME FIOW ..o Section 10
Game misconduct — automatiC..........ccevrerereerrniierineins 20.4,23.6,46.7, 46.11
............................................................................................... 59.5, Table 5
Game misconduct PENAILY ..........c.ouerurirrirircirierieeee e 23, Table 8
- abuse of officials
- attempt to injure a team official.............ccccoerirnirnir 755
= DOAIAING ... 415
= DUE-ENAING .. 58.5
- captain coming off the bench............ccccveriiniee 6.1
- charging .
- checking from DEhiNd .........covvriec e
= ClIPPING. et

- CrOSS-CRECKING .....oovvviciriiii e
= @IDOWING ... s
- fighting ...........
- general category ...
- goalkeeper-........
- hEad-DULEING ...
= NOOKING ...
- interference...........ccocvvenee.

- interfering with a spectator ...
-kneeing .....c.cccoevivninininnn
- leaving the BENCh ..o
- Penalty TIMEKEEPET .........cuvieiririiese e

- physical abuse of officials..
- post-game verbal @DUSE............ccvviiiiiiiins
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- protective QUIPMENT........c.occvieiieieree e 95

- racial tauNtS OF SIUMS ...

- refusing to start play...........

- request for review / rescind ...

- slashing......cccooeenevneeineins

= SPBAMNG ..o

= SPITING L.

- stick-related category .

- striking a spectator.....

- throwing equipment........

- unsportsmanlike CoNAUCE............cooveuierniernieee e

= VEIDEI BDUSE ...

= VIO FEVIBW ... s
GAME SNEEL.......ee e
Game summary ..
GaME IME ClOCK........uvereicecce s
GaME TIMEKEEPET .....ceeeesieee e

S RIAYS o

= gAME HIMING ..o

- In-Arena Scorer — time of goals..

= INEEMEING WIth ... s

- iNtermisSion tiMING .......c.evceiiiiree s

S OVEIHIME ..o

- Pre-game WaIM=UP........ocuurerrrmresesnreseessesessssesesssssesssssesssssessnssessans

- public address — one minute reMaiNINg ...........coeveeeeeereeneeneereeeeenns 34.1

- Referee dUHES........c.ocvuiic e 31.6

= SIGNAI ABVICES ... e 344

= StAMt Of QAME ... 86.6

- start of PEriodS .......c.ovvevieeerieieeee e 34.5,77.2,86.1

= BRIBVISION ... 34.6

S HIME-OULS ... 87.1

- verification of time .. .34.7,38.7

S WAINEUD o 86.6
GAME HIMING ..t 771
Games — EXNIDIION ........cvvvericc e 28.2
Gathering puck in crease... ..67.4,67.5, Table 9, Table 10
GENETAl CALBGOTY ...vvvvveeeeiererireirseseeeeee et ss s ssennennes 23.3, Table 8
General duties

- GamME TIMEKEEPET ....c.vivicieiceir s 34.1

= IN-ATENE SCOTET ..ot 33.1

= LINESPEISONS......oocviiiiiiieieie s 32.3

- Penalty TIMEKEEPET .......c.cviviiieiicceee e 35.1

- Real TiME SCOTETS .......cvuereieeiiiiriieieiee ettt 37.1

S REEIEES ... 31.4

- Video Goal JUAGE.........cvuieieiiciise s 38.1
Glass

- DaANGING GlASS ... 39.2,394

- broken glass — face-off [0Cation............cccorvveriineniniiiss 85.1
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- delay 0f AME ..o 63.2
= QIMENSIONS ... 1.3
- face-off location — broken glass. ..85.1

- face-off location - off-side ..... . 835
S REIGNE ... 1.3
- off-side — face-0ff I0CatioN ...........cc.oveveveceeeeeeeecce e 83.5
- PENAIY BENCH......ooei e 3.2

- players’ benches ...

-batting iNtO NEt ...
= DIOCKING. ...

= CALCRING oo
- CONCEANNG PUCK ...
- deflection into net..
- disallowed goal..........coieiiieiiirce e

= QQUIPMENL ...
= FaCE-Off e

- illegal equipment
- instigator criteria.

= KICKING GIOVE ..o
= MALCN PENAILY ...
- Palm removed OF CUL ..o 12.2
- Protective EQUIPMENL.........couiiiirici e 9.5
- puck out of bounds.... ..85.1

S TOUGNING ..t 511
G081ttt 78
S AWANAEA ... 25, Table 10
- awarded — falling 0N PUCK.........c..cceremiereieireieneenieseeeeienes 67.5
- awarded - fouled from behind.... ..54.4,556,57.4,61.7
- awarded — gathering puck..... s 67.5
- awarded — goal displaced...........cooiuriiiriiririr s 63.7
- awarded — holding PUCK .........coiueuiiririereeee e 67.5
- awarded — illegal player..........ccccverieninenenerenes 56.7,68.4,70.8
- awarded — interference from bench............cocvvrerencncneninenn, 56.7

- awarded — PIckiNg UP PUCK........c.cveuririiricirieriereese e 67.5

- awarded — PiliNg SNOW.........cvueurieirieircreresee e 67.5

- awarded — throwing equIpmMeNt ...........ccoovirnirnieneeee s 53.8

- coach’s Challenge.........ccoveuieeiniciniereneree e 38.2,69.5,83.5

- crediting ............

- disputed......

- disallowed

- disallowed — batting PUCK ...........cccveuiiriieiniiiniesses 67.6

- disallowed - high-Sticking .........ccoveuriininrc s 80.3

- disallowed — illegal player............cveveereerienieninineeeeenne 5.2,68.5,70.9

- disallowed — ineligible player..........c.cococvenienieniee e 5.2

- disallowed - kicking

- disallowed — leaving bench...........ccoceeieinenenenennseens 68.5,70.9
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- disallowed — off an official ...........ccccoeeeeveeeecee e 785
- disallowed — Off-Side..........cccoereriiiicee e 83.4
- In-Arena Scorer...... .33.1

- public address. 31.5,33.2,38.2
S REFEIEE ... 315
- scored — double-minor PENaItY ..o 15.3
- scored — MINOF PENAIY ..o 15.2
- scored — minor and misconduct penalty .............coocvererinininieenn 22.3
- SCOTEA — OVEMIME.......veveirii s 84.1
- scored — short-handed team ...........ccccvenienenccnceee 154
= SCOMEA — SIGNAL.....vvoveeeie e 29.11
- throwing €qUIPMENT........c.cviii s 53.8
= VIAEO FBVIBW ... 38.2
Goal crease (see Crease)
GOl fTAME.....eeeeecc e 17,22
GOl PEYS vttt 2.1,63.6,78.5
GOAI POSES ..o nnen 2
- AWAAEA GO ... 63.7
- displacing
= 08I CIBASE ..o 1.7
=08l fTAME ... s 17,22
= PENAILY SHOL.....eieiiei s 63.6
- rebound off post on penalty Shot ............ccovrieererecre 24.2
= SCOMNG @ GO 784
Goals scored against a short-handed team ... ...Table 12
Goalkeeper
- back-up (see also SUDSHItULE)...........crverrirerieieee s 11.9
- Charging iN CrEASE.........cccvucucrereieieireieeie e 421
- deliberately removing face Mask ...........ccccoeueieieinierieieeeeeeenae 9.6

- during the course of a penalty shot ............cccocvevvinenee ..24.2,244
= EQUIPMENE ..o 5.3,11,14.1,27.6,63.2, 65
= DANAING PUCK ......evieiiieie s 67.3
S HCING vt 81.3
= INCAPACHAEA. . .eoee e 5.3

-injured.........

S INEEITEIENCE ... e 69
S JEISEY it 94
- [eaving goal Crease ..o 27.6,31.9
- losing helmet and/or Mask ..........covrreieieinenenereesese e 9.6
- overtime — regular season.. ...74.5,84.1,84.2
- penalties ......ccoovveeeeririneenns .27, 35.3, Table 11
- player using goalkeeper's StCK. ..o 10.3
- player’s stick — goalkeeper USING..........ccoeurireurireiniieincieneeeeeeies 10.4
- playing puck over center red line............ccoevveeriinenniniinineiseeis 21.7
- premature SUDSHHUION...........coivevrieiiricireee s
- proceeding to players’ bench
- pushed into net together with puck............ccocveevevenivivnirnnnn, 69.7,78.5
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027

181

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



INDEX

Rule Number

-restricted @rea ... 1.8, 27.8, Table 11

= TESUMING POSIION ..o 8.2

= SNOOMOUL ... 84.4
stick........ .10.2,11.1,49.2

= SUDSHIULE. ... 5.3,24.2

= SUDSHEULION.....cvececec e 8.2,33.1

S HRIT s 5.3

S UNITOMM s 94,95

- warm-up. .5.3,8.2,86.8, 87
GOUGING = BYE ...ttt 21.1, Table 6
Grabbing face MasK...........ceeereereureereereereneeseeseessesesssseeeeeee e 75.2, Table 6

H

HAIEr PUIING...cvove e 75.2, Table 6
HANA PASS ... 67.1,79
- abstains from playing the PUCK ............ccevrvririrerreercresesenne 72.2
advantage GaiNed..........cccoueuiriiieinieeee e 67.1,79.1
FACE-OFf ..o 76.4,76.5

- Linesperson Stopping Play........cccueeeeriurrinrineeneieeseeeeeeeeeiseineeneene 32.5

- 1efuSING 10 PlaY PUCK ...v.veeeeeieic e 72.2
-Signal e ... 2912
HANAING PUCK ...ttt 67
- AWArdEd GOl ... s 67.5
= CONCEANING PUCK ...ttt 67.2
- delaying the game..........cccuveuririninniere e 63.2,76.5
- disallowed goal
S PANA PASS ... e
ST CIBASE ..o
- minor penalty — goalkeePET ...........cvveveiiirrererereee e 67.3
- MinOr penalty — Player ..o 67.2,76.5
- penalty shot
Hash marks (restraining lin€s) ...........couvvurerreererneerenereresescseene 1.9,76.6
Head-butting .........cocvirreee e 15.3, 47, Table 4, Table 5
- double-minor PENAIY...........coiiiririeiiee e
fINES oo
- game misconduct penalty..
- major penalty ..........cc.......
= MAtCh PENAILY.......coieiiiciicc
= SUSPENSIONS .....eoetceitietesetetseessse st besse bbbt en s essebensebenaas
Helmet........ccccco.c..
Heel of the stick .
High-sticking .......cooeuvenninnincins
- abstaining from playing PUCK .........c.coeueerirerererensceeeereeeenns 723
- contact off @ face-0ff.........covvriiic s 60.1
- cradling the puck (like 1aCroSSe) .........coeveeerrieeirieeinirenireirienineeas 242,801
- diSAllowed GOQL..........cvuevreereeeieeeeeeeee e 38.4,785,80.3
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- double-minor PENalty...........ccoviririniieccce 60.3
- double-minor penalty — goal SCOred...........coouevienienienienerces 15.3
- double-minor penalty — Linesperson reporting.............covereeerneeennees 324

SIS o 60.5
= MatCh PENAHY.......cocvieiic s 60.4
= MINOT PENAIY ..o 60.2
S PUCK et 32.5, 80
- 1efusing to play PUCK .......c.ceverieririreee s 72.3

-signal ..........

= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt bbb 60.5
S VIAEO FBVIBW ...ttt 38.4,60.3
HOIAING .o 54, Table 2
- AWArded GOl .......c.cvuiiii s 54.4
S INEEITEIBNCE ... e 56.1
- minor penalty ..
= PENAILY SNOL.....oieii s 54.3
S TESHTAIN . e 56.1

- stick — signal ...

Holding puck in Crease ............ceuviueerimeeniieeneieeneeseeeseeessees 67.4,67.5, Table 9
HOOKING ... 55, Table 2, Table 5, Table 8
= AWArded GOl .......cuveiiieie s 55.6
S HINES e 55.7
- game misCoNAUCt PENAHIY...........corvriiieiiieieieiee e 55.4

S INEEITEIENCE .. ... 56.1
= MAJOT PENAIY ..o 55.3
= MINOT PENARY ..o 55.2
- PENAIY SNOL.......e s 55.5
- restrain

-signal ..........

- suspensions

HUMAN fACIOT ...t

- proceeding t0 dresSiNg FO0M ........ccuiveuireirereinireieie s 70.3

- StICK MEASUIEMENE ... 10.5
- too many men on the ice .74

JCING s 81
- abstaining from playing PUCK..........ccccceuriueiniienirineeeerceias 724,812
-backof net ..o,

- choice of face-off location
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= CONTACE ... 81.1
- deflections in the neutral ZONe............cocvvvieeeceeccss 81.5
- directly off the face-Off ........covrrrrrrerr e

- dislodging puck from back of net.............ccovvevieeeccecn,

- error — face-off location .............

- face-0ff I0CALION..........evuececeeceee e

= JOAIKEEPET ...ceoee s

- line change........ccocccviennee.
- Linesperson stopping play
“NOICING oo
- nuMerical SIENGth...........covvvree

- penalty — non-offending team — face-off location ............c.cccccveurinne. 15.5
- puck striking OffiCial ...........cccovrrrrereee s 81.1,854
- rebound off defending player...........cccoevvirereinrieineeseeseens 81.5
- refusing to play puck
- ShOMt-hANAEA ...

= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt bbbttt sien
lllegal eqUIPMENt .....c.veverc s
lllegal pUCK.........ceueeiercerierierieeeines
lllegal stick — remain at penalty bench ..
llegal SUbSHItUtion .............ccovvvreeennee
= aWarded gOal .........cuvieuriieiriee e
- bench MINOr PENAILY ..o
S dElDErAtE ...vvvec s 68.6,74.4
- disallowed goal..........ocevevrrinininninrcens 68.5,70.9,78.5
- failure to put substitute in for major penalty .........c.cocoovevrviennee. 20.2,68.2
- goalkeeper in regular Season OVErtime...........cooeureeerieerireereeereeens 745
- leaving the penalty bench...........cccocvvivniininnicne, 68.5,70.4,74.3
- leaving the players’ bench...........cocviivininnsisiseses 68.5,70.3
- major penalty ... ..20.3, 68.2
- overtime — regular season — goalkeeper ..........ccccvvveeeeriveneeeneenns 74.5
= PENAILY SNOL....oiei e 68.3, 70.7
- regular season overtime — goalkeeper ............ccvereeireenienienenes 74.5
- too many men 0N the iCe .........cuviiicinicncee e 74
Impede ........ccooeeee. 54.1,55.2, 56.1, 56.2
IMProper liNe ChaNGE .........cv s 82.2
Improper Starting iNE-UP .........c.ceierrerinieieeeeeseseee e 7.2
IN-ATENA SCOTET .....ovvvrireee et 33
- abuse Of OffiCIalS .........oceeeeercercriee e 394
- captain and alternate captains...........cccooverrernienecnisneeeas 6.1,33.1
- eligible players
- goalkeeper's PENAItIES. ... 35.3
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- goals and assists............ceverricrnicnnee. 31.5,33.1,33.2,34.7,38.7,78.1
- INElGIbIE PIAYET ... 5.2
- non-uniformed player
- official report of match....

- penalties ..o
- SEAtiNG INE-UP ... 71,333
Incapacitated GOaIKEEPET ... 5.3
Inciting an opponent ... 75.4, Table 7, Table 8
Ineligible player..........cccooevininninece 5.2,32.5,70.4,74.3,78.5,84.2
Infractions
- abuse Of OffiCIalS .......ceuevreeeecer e 39
- awarded goalS.........coeueiieiiiriee s 25, Table 10
- bench minor penalties ... 17, Table 3
- calling Of PENAItIES.........cvverrrere e 15
- delaying the game
- double-minor penalties..........ooevererienienee s 18, Table 4
- game misconduct penalties..............coereveereereereenienineeienns 23, Table 8
= JOAIKEEPETS ...t 27, Table 11
SHCING o 81
- interference on the goalkeeper... .69, Table 14
= MAJOr PENAILIES.........cveeciee e 20, Table 5
- MatCh PENAItIES .......c.cviveiieeieece e 21, Table 6
= MINOT PENAILIES.........cveieiicieie e 16, Table 2
misconduct PENAILIES........ccvvrveereerrrreee s 22, Table 7
OFf-SIAB ... 83
- penalty shot. .24, Table 9
- Referee general dUtIES ..........ccvevriieeieeceeee s 314
- UNIQUE t0 GOAIKEEPETS .......vvieiciiieeceee s 27, Table 11
INjured gOAIKEEPE .........c..cveeereeerereee e 53,82
INJUIEA PIAYET ...t 8.1
- attending to.......ccou..e. .70.5
- dangerous eqUIPMENT ...........evvivriiiriiiee e 9.9
- face-0ff [0CAtION..........civeiierc e 8.1,76.2
- 1aVING the ICE ... 8.1
(61 To [ .81.4,82.1

- MAJOr PENaAItY = SEIVING ......cocvieieirieerieires s 68.2
- penalized player-........ 8.1,68.1
= SETHOUS INJUIY ..ttt 8.1
= SEOPPING PlAY ... 8.1
= SUDSHEULE FOT ... e 8.1

INjury oo 8, Table 5, Table 6
= AQQIESSON ..t 46.2
- attemPt L0 INJUIE ... 21.1, Table 6
- attempt to injure a Manager, Coach ...........ccoevnernennerneneseenes 75.5
- attempt to injure an Official ...........cccovvevrererercresee 39.5,40
= DIING oo e 21.1, Table 6
- blocking glove . 51.3, Table 6
S D00 .. 8.3
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- DOArdING ... 41.4,41.5, Table 5, Table 6
S DO0AMS ... 1.3
- butt-ending..

-charging.....cccccoeueeeee.
- checking from behind ...,
= ClIPPING vt 443,444, Table 6
= CrOSS-ChECKING ...t 59.4, Table 6
- dangerous EqUIPMENT..........ccvurieirieirieinie e 9.9
- delays dUE T0.......cvuceeeeeicc e 33.1
- deliberate iNjury.......c.cccveeericuninnn. .21.1, Table 6
- deliberate injury of a Manager, Coach............ocvreerrenencninernrnnennes 75.5
- designated player for penalty shot — injury o .........c.ccocvvivrininennes 243
- deliberately applies physical force against an official.................... 39.5,40
- @IDOWING.....cevi 454,455, Table 5, Table 6
- face —injury to 20.4, Table 5
- facial injury ProteCtion..........ocoverrrerninee e 9.8
- fRIgNS AN INJUIY ..o 64.1
- goalkeeper proceeding to players’ bench ... 27.6
- goalkeeper resuming POSItION. ...........covvererrrereireerereseseseseeeiens 8.2
- grabbing of the face mask .21.1, Table 6
= hair PUIING..c..ceceeicc e 21.1, Table 6
- head-butting .........cveveie e 474, Table 6
=head — INJUIY 10.......ieiicc e 204
- high-StEKING ... 60.3, 60.4, Table 6
- illegal check to the head ....48.5, Table 6
= NOOKING v 55.3,55.4
- icing - line change .81.4,82.1
- iNjUred GOAIKEEPET ........cuvieiiicirieiie et 8.2
- INJUIEA PIAYETS.......oeececeee e 8.1
- intent to injure an OffiCial..........c.covrereei e 40
- Kicking...coevcececns .49.3, Table 6
-kneeing ......ccovvevreiinienn .50.4, Table 6
- leaving the ice during play .........ccceeurerinennesceeeeeee 8.1,741
- lin€ ChaNGE — ICING ....evviicice e 81.4,82.1
- Linespersons .
= MO PENAIIES ... 20.3
- Match PeNalties ..........covevvieiriieirieeee e 21.1, Table 6
- PENANIZEA PlAYET ..ottt 8.1
- penalty shot — injury to designated player..........c..cccooevcncncnnes 243
- punch causing iNJUIY ......cceveevrerreereereinnines 46.15, 51.3, Table 6
S REEIEES ... 311
= SIaSNING .. 61.3,61.4, Table 6
= SPBAMNG ...vueveeeiceeieeset ettt 62.4, Table 6
- SEOPPING PlAY ... 8.1,8.2
- striking an official...................
- substitution for injured player.
-tapeonhands.......ccoeeevinnne
- threaten to injure an official ...........ccccoerieriirccc
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- throwing stick / qUIPMENt..........coeereereerierrrrreeeees 53.6, Table 6
- warm-up for substitute goalkeeper ...........cccocereerienienesreeeeeae 8.2
- wearing tape on hands............... .46.15, Table 6

Inner knee padding.
Inner risers .............
INSPECHONS ...
INSHGALON. ...

- final five minutes of regulation or in overtime............cccccovvvvverennnnn.

- instigator, aggressor and game misconduct list

- leaving penalty bench ...

- REfErEE IBPOMS ...

- request for revIEW/IESCING .........cvvvvrrerereeeeeeece e

- SECONA IN GAME ...t

- Hhird N SEASON.......eveicc e
Instigator, aggressor and game misconduct list
Intent to injure @n official...........ccovrerrrrrree s
Intentional Off-SIde .........c.ceeeueire e
INEEITEIENCE ...

- aWarded goal ..o

- bench minor penalty

- DreaKaWay.........covueviureiciee s

= DOAY POSIHION ...

= BIOKEN SHCK........cveveeeciccc s

- discarded stick or other equipment..........cccccvvevircncnicnienns

-freehand......ccoocvvvnininie

- from players’ bench.

- game misCONAUCE PENAIY.........cccvivrieerieeee s

- goalkeeper —on the .........ccccevirnicnicnies

- illegally entered the game ...

- major penalty ..........ooceeneee

- minor penalty ......

- official — with an .. 39.3, Table 1

- possession of the puck...
-restrain.......ccooceeenee.

- spectators — DY/WIth .........ccoceiinirne
- stick (use 0f).......c.cceuuuee.
Interference on the goalkeeper ..
- coach’s challenge...............
- contact inSide the Crease..........cvvvrrrieieereereseseseeee ! 69.3

- loose pucks.
SPENAIY .
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STEDOUNDS ..o 69.7
= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt senas 69.8
Interference on the goalkeeper situations ................ Table 14
Interfering or distracting from bench on penalty shot.............cccccocvininininnee 244
Interfering with an official ... .39.3, Table 1
Interfering with Game TIMeKEePer ..o 39.3
INEEMMISSION ... 31.10,34.2,77.2,84.5, 86.1
S tIMING oo 34.2,77.2
Intervening in an altercation (fight) 46.16, Table 8
J
JBISEY . Table 8
SAEIEA .. 9.1,9.3,94,95

- during fight . ...46.13, Table 8

= GOAIKEEPET ..ottt 94
- modified ... 46.13,75.2
S PIAYET e 9.3
S TEIMOVING vttt 46.13,75.2
SO 9.5
K
KICKING .. 49
= AEfIECHONS ... 49.2
- disallowed GOAlS..........ccruiuiriiriie e 78.5
- distinct kicking motion ..38.4,49.2

- equipment...

- match penalty.

S PUCK et

= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt bbbt een

- Video Goal JUAGE.........ccuiveiiiiic e 384
KICK PIALE ..ttt s 1.3
Kneeing ..... .50, Table 2, Table 5

..... ...Table 6, Table 8
SfINBS o 50.6
- game misconduct PENAHY...........cooveviveirieirieee s 50.4
= MAJOT PENAIY ... 50.3
- MAtCh PENAILY.......cooviic s 50.4

= MINOT PENAIY ..o 50.2

-signal ............. ... 29.22

= SUSPENSIONS .....vvvieeserseeiesseseseseeessesssasesesesesssssesesesessssssasesesesssssens 50.6

KNEE PAAS ......oeiieirii st 11.5

KNEE SIraP PAA ... s 11.2
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Lacrosse-liKe MOVE..........ccoceeueriineireeee e 242,801
Last five minutes and overtime ...........cccceveveverveveeeececeee e 19.4, Table 13
League initiated review...............
League inspections.....
Leaving before time expires...
Leaving the bench ...
- AWArEd gO@l ...
- bench minor penalty ...

- game misconduct Penalty............cccovvveeinerereresees 70.6

- legal line change.............

- penalty bench..

- players’ bench.

= PENAILY SNOL.....eeiiieie s

S PIOIEST . 6.1, 39.2, Table 7

- SUSPENSIONS ......couvverirrnnes

- without helmet during play..
Leaving the goal crease.................
Leaving the ice during the play ...........cccceienienireeeeeceeene 8.1,741
LG PAAS.....eeiii s 9.5,11.2,65.2
Legal iNe Change .........ccvveeeiceccc e 70.2
Light

= COMMENCIAL. ...ttt nneesen 41

= €N OF PEIOT ... 41

2081 4.1
LINE CNANGE ...

- delaying the game.........ccciueieiiee s

- face-off procedure ..

- legal iN€ ChaNGE ..o s
= PTOCEAUNE ...t
- Start Of PEHOAS ...
-waming ...........

Linespersons...............
- abuse Of OffiCIalS ..........cvurvrerircree e
- appointment of LINESPEISONS ..o 30.1
- articles thrown on ice
- attire and equipment ..

- hand pass
- high-stick causing injury
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- ineligible player .........
- injury — stopping play.............

- interference by/with spectators..
- jersey during fight.........coeenienieeeeee

- leaving the BeNCh ..o
- line changes......

- Off-SId€ ..o
- penalty shot — throwing equipment .
- physical abuse of OffiCials..........c.ccoecrirernerinr e
- premature substitution of the goalkeeper..............ccocvevne.
- puUCk OUL Of DOUNGS ...
- Referee performing duties of LiNeSPerson.............cvveeveereerrninirninns
- reporting infraction that occurred prior to goal ..
- 1eporting to the REEree .......ccvvvvevvieeeee e
- resisting @ LiNeSPErson ..........cocccveeeveireeeineienenns 39.5, 40, 46.5, Table 8
= SIGNAIS....ove e 29.9,29.11,29.12, 29.14, 29.18, 29.34
- STOPPING PlAY ..o
- stopping play for injury ..
- tie AOWN (JEISEY)...vuvrerrrrrreereereireeseeeieeseeseseessesessssessesseens
- throwing equipment — penalty Shot............coooeverincniinininis 32.5,53.7
- t00 Many Men 0N thE ICE ......ouiuiieiiece e 742
- UNAbIE t0 CONLINUE.........ceieiiecc e 326
Line-up
- line change
- numbers......... .
- Start Of PEMHIOAS ......cviieici s 86.8
= SHAMING oo
Listed on game sheet
Littering the ice ..........
Logos —on-ice....
LOOSE PUCKS ..ot
LOW Rt
M
MaJOr PENAIY ... 20, Table 5, Table 8
................. ... Table 12, Table 13, Table 14
= DOAIAING ... 413
= DUI-ENAING ..o 58.3
= CRAMGING c..viei s 42.3
- checking from behind ...........cceiiiinir e 43.3
= ClIPPING ettt 443
- coincidental major PeNaMties ..o 19.2
= CTOSS-CRECKING .....evoieecect et 59.3
- diSAllOWEd GOL.......c.ivuierieciieie s 785
= EIDOWING...covveic s 453
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SfIGRLING .o 46.14
- goalkeeper PENALIES ...........ceuiueuriieiriee s 27.2
- head-butting
- hooking .......
- interference.
SKNBBING ...
- Linespersons reporting..........c.ceeeererereeserseeeeseeeieseiseiseississse s 324
- Penalty TIMEKEEPET .......c.cvuiiiiiiriceiee s 35.1
S TOUGRING .. 51.1
= SIASNING. ... s 61.3
= SPBAMNG ... 62.3
= SUDSHIULE ... 20.3
= VIO FEVIBW ... 20.7
- when player (or team) assessed major plus minor penalty ................. 26.3
- when player assessed major plus misconduct penalties..................... 223
- when replacement player not placed on penalty bench — no icing.......81.6
- when replacement player does not return to ice from penalty bench ..68.2
MATKINGS ...t 1.1
MBSK..... oo 9.6,9.8,11.8,75.2, Table 6
Match penalty 21, Table 6, Table 12
= DOAMAING ..o 414
= DUL-ENAING .. 58.4
= CRAIGING ..o 424
- checking from BEhiNG ..o 434
= ClIPPING. e 44 4
- coincidental match penalties ..o 19.3
= CrOSS-CRECKING ... 59.4
- designated shooter for penalty Shot ... 243
- disallowed GOal ........ccevecc s 78.5
= @IDOWING ... 454
SfIGNING o ..46.15
- goalkeeper during the course of a penalty shot...........cccccovvvverinnnnes 244
- goalkeeper's PENAILIES ..........ccceururirieiiieiec s 215
= NEAA-DULHING ... 474
= NIGR-SHCKING ... 60.4
- illegal check to the head...........ccoericiniciniccc s 48.5
S KICKING o 49.3
S KNBEING .t 50.4
- LINESPEISONS......ouiviiiiciicie e 324

- Penalty TIMEKEEPET .........cvuiiiiriiisee i 35.6
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S VIABO FBVIBW ...t 215
Measurements

S AM PAAS ..ot

- blocking glove ...

- catching glove ...

S ChESE P .. s

= CUIVAIUIE ...

- deliberately breaking stick . .10.5, Table 7
- goalkeeper's EQUIPMENT ..o 1
- illegal stick — remain at penalty bench.. .. 10.5
- 1eague INSPECHIONS .......c.ceeeiceee e 11.9
S1EG PAAS .. 11.2

= SHOK QAUGE ... 35.2
- stick - prior to penalty Shot ............covvieneirees 10.6
- stick - prior to shootout attempt ..........cccocerevninncncscne 10.7,84.4
SHAPE e 10.5,11.6,31.1,32.1, 35.2
- unsustained request for measurement . 10.5, Table 3
Measuring tape..........covveereeerieeneresee s 10.5, 11.6, 31.1, 32.1, 35.2
MEIAI TONIS ... 1.2
Minor league GOAIKEEPET .........cccuriuririririeirieieieieeeeee e 53,11.9
Minor penalty...........ccccou..... 16, Table 2, Table 12, Table 13, Table 14, Table 16
- abuse Of OFfiCIAIS .......veeeeecece 39.2
- adjustment to clothing or equipment.. 14.1,63.2,65.2
- batted puck — face-0ff.........cccooreiiriee e, 325,764
= DOAMAING ..o 41.2
= DroKEN SHCK......cvcvieieiiciecccc e 10.3,104
- captain coming off DENCH ........c.oviiiiiire e 6.1

= ChAIGING ... s 42.2
- checking from BehiNd ..o 43.2
= ClIPPING. et 442
- closing hand on the puck...........ccccvienienicnienienee 67.2,67.3,79.1
- coincidental minor penalties .. ..19.1, Table 12, Table 14

- concealing puck with hand ... 67.2
- cross-checking ..........c....... . 59.2
- dangerous EqUIPMENL..........ccorurirriririeieieieieeie et 9.9
- delayed calling of a penalty —no goal.........ccccooeveeiricininincricnee 78.5
- delayed Penalties ..o 26.1
- delay of game — dropping puck on Netting............cccccerierenirinininnnne 85.6
- delay of game — face-off violation ..............covvvervrrnrncnnnrereeinns 76.7
- delay of game — slow proceeding to face-off location ............cccccee.e. 76.7
- delaying the game ..o 63.2
S AIVING oo
= BIDOWING ... s
- embellishment...
- EXPIFAtioON CrILEMIA. ......c..evreeeecercirrieee e 16.2
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- face-0ff = hand Pass........cccouevierieirie e 32.5,76.4
- face-off VIOIatioN ... 76.7
=008 SCOMEA ...t 15.2
- goalkeeper leaving the Crease...........ccocvevreveneneneeneeneenineeeenas 27.6
- goalkeeper playing puck in restricted area ............cooevneerneenrennenne 27.8
- goalkeeper playing puck over center red line .............cccovvvvviviicincnnes 21.7
- goalkeeper's PENAltIEs ..o

- hand pass - face-off.......
- handling puck..
- high-sticking....

S NOIAING s

= NOOKING ...

- illegal eQUIPMENT .......c.cvieire s

- l1EQAI SHEK......oe s

- improper starting line-up.

S INSHGATON ...

S INEEIEIENCE ...

- interference on the goalkeePEr ..o 69.2

SKNBBING ...

- leaving the bench...

- 1eaving the CreaSe .........cuvvceece s

- major plus minor assessed to same player at same time .................. 20.1

- misconduct plus minor player substitute...............ccocevieniencnincennee 223

- Penalty TIMEKEEPET ... 35.1

- playing puck in restricted area............cocvvveereeereeree 278

- playing puck over center red liNe...........ccvueeercncnceceeees 21.7

- premature substitution................ 711,741

- protective QUIPMENT..........cceuiuriieiieireeieee e 9.5,65.2

- TESHICIEA @rEA ... 27.8

S TOUGRING ... 512

= SlASNING. ... s 61.2

- starting line-up .... 1.2

- throwing eqUIPMENT ... 53.2

- t00 many men 0N the iCE ........cvieiricirierereseseae 711,741

S AIIDPING s 57.2

- unsportsmanlike CONAUCE..........ccoeurirrieirerereresesae 39.2,75.2

- unsustained request for measurement .. 10.5,12.2
Mirrored image DENCHES ... 31
MiSCONAUCE PENAIY .......coucvvciiieicere s 22, Table 7

- abuse of offiCials ..........ccocvevrererininiren,

- breaking stick when asked for measurement

- captain coming Off DENCh .........cvvevveririnirrrenes

- coincidental minor penalties when misconducts assessed ................. 19.1

- goalkeeper's PENAILIES .........ccuvvevrreerieirese s 27.3

-inciting an oppPONENt.........coceeereereerrerirnrereeeins 75.4, Table 7, Table 8

- interfering or distracting from bench on penalty shot ............c.ccccoo... 244

- Linespersons reporting

- Penalty TIMEKEEPET ..o
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- Protective EQUIPMENL..........criiriercrcrcc e 95
- 1eports Dy REfErEe ..o 31.9
-signal ..o, ... 29.24
= SUDSHIULE. ... 223
- throwing eqUIPMENT........c.ovuiiriciricirec e 534
- unsportsmanlike CoONAUCL............ccieirnienireeeee s 754
MOGIfIEA JEISBY ..vvvrvreeeeiciieereee e 46.13,75.2
MOGIfIEd SHCK......e.vererrececeicicec s 9.5
N
NECK PrOTECHON. ......vuiiieiei s 9.8
Net dislodged. ... 63.2,63.6,63.7,78.4,78.5
NEES . 14,17, 2
NEEING v 14,85.1
NEULFAI ZONE ......oovvriiiiee s 1.6
- face-0ffS ..o . 76.2
- face-off location — calling of penalties...........ccooevierienienicnicnnee 15.5
- face-off location — interference on the goalkeeper...........ccccoccvvnruneee 69.6
- face-off location — puck out Of Play ... 85.5

S AN PASS ... s 79.3
- high-sticking the PUCK...........ccvvriiseeens 80.2
S HCING = BITO ...ttt 81.2
= Off-SIE v 83.5
= PENAItY BENCN.....o.ee e 3.2
- premature SUDSHEULION...........coieuriieiiiee s 711
- puck on back of net
- PUCK OUt O DOUNDS ...
- puck striking official

NHL Officiating TEaM .......vuveieeerriceiceere s

NOICING ettt

NO Off-SIE ..o

Non-playing Club personnel
- abuse of OffiCials .........covverererererces 39.3, 39.5, 39.6, Table 8
- altercation with @ SPECIALO..........cvevuiviire e 31.9
- attempt to injure non-playing Club personnel .................... 75.5, Table 10
-awarded goal ..o ...53.8, 56.7, Table 1
- banging boards with stick .. ....39.3, Table 1
- deliberate injury of non-playing Club personnel........ .75.5, Table 8
- distracting player or goalkeeper during penalty shot.............cccoeeeenee 244
S FIGIEING Lo 46.8
- interference with opponent on breakaway .56.6, 56.7, , Table 1
- interference while play in progress ..........cceeeereeneneens 56.3, Table 1
- interfering with an official............... 39.3, Table 1
- obscene language or gestures ............ccuee. 39.3,75.3, Table 1, Table 8
= PENAILY SNOL.......cviiiiii e 24.4,53.7, Table 1
- physical abuse of an official... .40, Table 1, Table 8
- refusing to start play ... 73.3, Table 1
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- spectator — altercation With.............ccooevenenenccccee 31.9
- stepping ONto the ICE ......cvviieiiece e 70.5, Table 1
- supplementary diSCIpliNe .........ccovveurieriirerereeeis 28,396
- throwing stick or any object onto ice... ..39.3, 53.3, Table 1
NON-UNIformMed PIAYETS .........ccieeiieirce e 51,54
NUMDET ..ottt 51,7.2,9.2,315,33.5
Numerical dVaANTAGE.........c..eureveeieciir e 81.6

Objects thrown on ice
- public address

Obscene language or gestures............cooveereerceneneennnes 39, 75, Table 1, Table 8
Off the playing surface - fighting .........c.ccveuerrirninereeeeeees 46.8
Off-Ice Officials

- appointment of ...............

- Commercial Coordinator ....
- control of game OffiCialS.........cccoerirriirer s
SEVENtANAIYSL ...
- Game Timekeeper .
- In-Arena Scorer..............
- leaving the penalty bench............cccooienicrcce s
- Penalty TIMEKEEPET .......c.cuiiiiiieiieee s
= PUCK SUPPIY ..ot
- Real TIME SCOMETS ......viviireiieieieieisee e
- Shot AEMPS HOME ...
- Shot Attempts Visitor..
- Stats ENMry SCOTET .......ovuiiieieee e
- Vide0 GOl JUAGE......veeeeeireiriie e
Off-lce Officials report of game misconduct/match penalties...............cc....... 35.6
Official report of MALCh...........coeiiiiiee e 331
Officials
= @DUSE ..o 6.1,22.4,23.4,23.7,31.9,32.4, 39, Table 7
= APPOINTMENT ... s 30
= LINESPEISONS. .....oovvoeiiiresieieieieee e 324
- PhySICal @DUSE ... 324,40
- Referees..........
Officiating Staff ...
Off-Side.....ccvvererrirriinn.
- c0ach’s ChallBNGE........c.vueviieiiie e 38.5,83.5
S dEIAYEA ... 56.2, 83.3
- delaying the game.......ccoccuvierieniene s 63.7
= EfIECHONS ... 83.2
- diSallowed gOal ........cceuieeirier s 834
- face-off — players in an off-side POSItIoN ..........cccvvereerrerrncrninirenins 76.7
- fOrced Off-SIde ....c.vuceiceece s 56.2
- intentional .......

- Linespersons

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027
195

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmipy



A ASA
INDEX
Rule Number

- puck striking Official .............ccoeuueuerieieiiees e 85.4
- rebounds
- Referee ..

Other than during the periods of the game - fighting ..........coovevvrnrrrinen. 46.9

OUL Of DOUNGS ..o 85.1
OUL OF SIGNT ... 85.3
Outer Knee Strap Pad ..........cveeereerrenrenininineee e sesssessessesseseneens 11.2
OVEIHIME ...ttt 84
- coincidental PENAItiEs ...........ccvievrieirieirere s 19.1
- deliberate illegal SUDSHUtION ...........covviiiiiren 744
- displacing the goal
- extra attacker — regular SEasON ...........covveuvieerieniiese s 84.2
= 1iNE ChANGES ......vvvecc 82.2
- face-offs — five second time limit ...........c.coerervirernineinicce 76.3
- GAME TIMEKEEPET ..ot 34.3
- instigator
- penalties — major and minor (or double minor) ................... 19.4, Table 13
= PErOd IBNGEN ... 34.3
= PlAYOTTS e 845
- TERGUIAM SBASON ... 84.1
- regular season — penalties ..84.3, Table 15, Table 16

S TESE PEIIOM ...t 34.3
= SNOOMOUL ... 84.4
- Start Of PEMIOAS ......cvieeeicic s 86.8
- StICK MEASUTEMENES ..ottt 10.5, 10.7
P
PaA FISETS ...ttt s 11.2
Pads
S AN
CRESE ...
- elbow .
Paint code .....
Palm removed or cut..
PaNES ..o 9.1,11.4,46.13
Participating beyond the center red line...........ccccoveeiene 27.7, Table 2, Table 11
Participating in play with two sticks........
Participating in play without helmet...
PEOS .o 2.1,63.6,78.5
Penalties
- assessed in overtime — regular SEasoN ...........cccoeveeeriueeniueinnnnen. Table 16
= CallING OF .. 15, Table 1

- coincidental (see Coincidental penalties)
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- faCe-Off I0CALION..........cvueeeececece s 76.2
- in effect prior to the start of overtime — regular season................. Table 15
- major and minor (or double MiNOT) .........c.cccvvrvrrennen. .19.4, Table 13

- PUDIC AAAIESS ... 317,351
Penalty — delayed... .19.1, 26, 29.8, 84.2, Table 12
Penalty DENCh..........cocvc e 3.2

- articles thrown on ice — Linesperson reporting

............................................. 32.4,53.3,75.2,75.3, Table 1, Table 3

- commercial time-out light ...
- failure to proceed directly ...

- goalkeeper's penalties ...........ocoverncnenncnceeee 27, Table 11
- injured player — Penalty ..o 8.1,68.1
- interference from bench ..........ccocvvevivcnincisccs 56.3, Table 3
S REIMEL ... 9.6
- illegal stick .10.5,10.8
- illegal SUDSHIEUION........coucviciiccee s 68, Table 3
- leaving before time eXpires .........cocvvviveereiereecceess 35.1
- leaving the bench..........ccccceeee 70.4, Table 1, Table 3, Table 8, Table 10
- light — commercial time-0ut .............ccvvviriieeccces 4.1
- Linesperson reporting — articles thrown on ice
............................................. 32.4,53.3,75.2,75.3, Table 1, Table 3
- major penalty — SUDSHULE ........c.cccvviviiec 20.3
- proceed directly — failure t0 ..........ccoeurieerierieres e 46.19
- PrOtECHVE GIASS ......uveeeeiicice s 1.3,3.2
- puck supply .....
- stick —illegal....
- stick —thrown .........cccoeveeeee
- substitute for major penalty ............cccocereiririnieee s 20.3
- substitution = illegal...........ccviririiree 68, Table 3
= SUPPIY OF PUCKS ... 13.2

- thrown stick...... ..10.3,53.3,75.3

S tIME-OUL IGNL ... 4.1

- t00 Many Men 0N the iCE .......curuiuriricieiece s 743
Penalty expiration ............ccverienienicnerescnes 16.2, 26.2, 35.1, Table 12
Penalty reCord fOrm ..........ceueueinieriririseee e

Penalty shot...........cccooeeniiniinien

- awarded goal during penalty shot...
- cradling the puck (like laCroSSe) .........cccviueirierireeeireierieireieieas

- delay of game — displacing goal post............cccveerienieninnceries
- delay of game - falling on puck in crease..............
- delayed calling of a penalty shot and goal scored
- deliberate illegal substitution ..............ccccvevririenne
- designated Player..........ccciiiniiis
- diStraction dUrNG.........cocevieriiieniee s
- fouled from behind .........ccoeveererincninene
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S NOOKING ... 56.5
- INEEITEIENCE ... 56.6, Table 1
- interference — illegally entered the game...........ccccovvvvrrrrinnnnns 68.3, 70.7

- injury to designated Player ... 243

- lacrosse-like MOVe .........cccovvevcvcniiniiniinns .24.2,80.1

- Linesperson authority — throwing equipment ..., 325

- Penalty TIMEKEEPET ..o 35.4

- procedure..................

- public address...

= SNOOLOUL ..o

- short-handed — goal scored on penalty Shot............cccvevnivnirncene 16.2

= SIGNAN s

= SIASNING .. ce s

- SPIN-0-TAMA MOVE ...ttt

- stick measurement prior to penalty shot .

- third goalkeeper — no warm-up prior to penalty shot..........c.c.cccovevinene 53

- throwing equipment..........cccocoeveenieninneeenas 32.4,53.7,56.6, Table 1

- throwing StCK ..o 53.7,56.6, Table 1

S HIME-OULS ..o 87.1

S ATPPING ¢ s 57.3

- violations during the SNOt............ccceviriieeecees 244
Penalty time CIOCK. ..o 42,355

- coincidental penalties..........ccovriveererrreeres e 19.1, Table 13

- double-minor PENAILIES ..........ccvvviiriieiee s 18.2

= GAME TIMEKEEPET .....veoeieerirririeiriesiese e 34.7
= IN-ATENE SCOTET ......ceeeiieeei i 33.2
- Penalty TIMEKEEPET ..o 35.1,355
S HIMING DBVICE ... s 4.2

- verification of time . .33.2,34.7,35.8,38.7,76.9, 85.7

Penalty TIMEKEEPET .........ceuieeiiieiriieiriete e 35
- disallowed goal.......... ..68.5
- goalkeeper's PENAIIES. ..ot 35.3
- illegal SUDSHULION.........cccuiiicce s 68.5
- interfering with Penalty Timekeeper ... 39.3,394
- leaving penalty bench early..........cccooevievicinenee .35.1,68.5,70.4
- major and minor penalty assessed to same team..........ccccevevevinnnee 26.3
= PENAItY DENCH.....coiii e 3.2
- penalty eXPIration .........cccoereiriinireeee s 26.2,35.1,35.5
- penalty shot...........

- penalty time clock..
- Referee’s crease....

S TBPOMS ..

= SHOK QAU ...

- stick measurement result ..............coceeveeeevecceeceeeeeeeee e 10.5, 35.7

- team’s choice — penalty expiration...........cccoeeveeneeenesnenineens 16.2, 27.2

- verification of time ..33.2,34.7,358,76.9,85.7
Period —end of ..o e 86.5, Table 3
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Period [ength .........coviecc s 341,771,841
Permitted to occupy players’ bench ... 54
Physical abuse of officials.............. ...32.4, 40, Table 1, Table 8

Physical INfraCtions..........c.ceeeeerieniiniinieeeeeecsessseene Section 6
Picking up puck in crease .. ..67.4,67.5, Table 9
Piling SNow or other 0DJECES ..........c.cviiiiic s 67.5
Play Was StOPPE ........covurmrreiereieeece s 312,785,834
Player
= lIgible e 5.1,10.7,33.1,84.4
- ineligible... .5.2,10.7,32.5,74.5,78.5,84.4
SINJUIE s 8,9.8,68.2,70.5,76.2, 814,821
- 10SING hEIMEL......oe e 9.6
= SUDSHIULON ... 68.1,71.1,74,814, 821
B U411 (o] o TR 91,318
Player's jersey ....
Players’ DENCH .........cvirree s 31
- articles thrown on ice — Linesperson reporting
............................................. 32.4,53.3,75.2,75.3, Table 1, Table 3
- attacking zone — extending iNto............ccccvvvieeievcneneees 83.3
- broken stick
- ChOICE Of BNAS ..o 86.3
- clearing area Of fight........coceeiirini s 46.4
- coaches and team PersoNNEl ...........cccceueirerieinieinieisieeeeeeeeeiae 54
= AIMENSIONS ... 31
- end of periods .........ccocvvvenne.
- extending into attacking zone
- fight - clearing area................
S hEIMEL ... 9.6
- illegal SUBSHULION..........cocvieiiccc e 68.1, Table 3
- injured player 18aViNG iCe.........cvrruiiireeseeeeeee s 8.1
- interference from bench ..., 56.2, Table 3
- leaving the bench....... 70.3, Table 1, Table 3, Table 10
- leaving t0 Protest..........cocovcriinieene e 6.1,39.2, Table 7
- Linesperson reporting — articles thrown on ice
............................................. 32.4,53.3,75.2,75.3, Table 1, Table 3
- measurement — stick......
- non-uniformed players
= PENAILY SHOL......eieiiiieiii s
- PErMItEEd 10 OCCUPY ...vuvveerieiiriiei ettt 54

- premature substitution
- protective glass....

- puck striking glove.. .85.1
= TECEIVING SHCK ...eovvic s 10.3
- 1eplacemMENt SHEK ......c.cviveiieicee s 10.4
=St Of GAME ... 86.3
- Start Of PEHOAS .......cviveeieice e 86.2, 86.8
- stick — broken
- StiCK — MEASUTEMENL ... 10.5
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= SHCK — FECRIVING. ... 10.3
- stick — replacement ..o 10.4
- stick — thrown............. 10.3, 10.4, 53.3, 75.3, Table 1, Table 3
- substitute goalkeeper ... .53, 711
- substitution - illegal........ 68, Table 3
- substitution — premature.............cocveeenenirceees 71.1
- thrown stick .......ccceveeevcvereieiine. 10.3, 10.4, 53.3, 75.3, Table 1, Table 3
- time-outs ....ccocvevernnne.
- t00 many mMen On the ICE ..o
Player’s stick..........cccveeniriniene .
- face-Off PrOCEAUE ........ceeecercecreeee e
- face-Off VIOIGHON ........cvueeececcee e
- icing — determination ...........cccveurireireir s
-1CING = FEDOUNG........ooic e
- prior to penalty shot... .
Playing @rea........ccovieinieinieieeee e
Playing puck in restricted @rea..........couvvreeeienieneescsesseseeene 27.8
Playing puck over center red iN€ .........cocvveerreenenncsce s 21.7
Playing surface — fighting off the .........c.cccoevriiinrsresees 46.8
Playoffs
POliCe ProtECHON ... 40.8
P0SSeSSION Of the PUCK ........cveeeeceicir e 56.1
- AWArded GOAIS........cuucviuiiricieie s 251
- calling Of PENAIHIES.........ccevumevericerie e 15.1
- displacing goal POSt..........c.cceuiuriiieiieieee s 63.2
- fouling from behind.... .24.8,57.3
- goalkeeper losing helmet and/or mask .............cccoerienienicnicnnn. 9.6
- goalkeeper — premature SUbSHHULION ............cccoccuriririciricniceicnes 71.1
- high-sticking the PUCK............cveeeieeeces 80.1
- holding

- icing ovvvvveee.

- leaving penalty bench early ... 704
el PUCK ... s 13.3
- illegal substitution.. ..68.3,70.7
S INJUREA PIAYETS......oei e 8.1
= O8I Lo 83.1
- participating in play without helmet.............ccocovriiniininiren, 9.6
- penalty Shot.......ccoveererreininnn. ..24.8,57.3,63.6,68.3,70.7

- premature SUBSHHULION...........ccoiuriiriirec s 711
Post-game — fIGQtiNG ........cereeerrerrrnrereee s 46.9
Post-game verbal @DUSE...........c.ouuiniiiniirssess e 23.7
Posts (see Goal posts)

Power-play

- numerical advantage.
- penalty eXPIration .........cveeecereeniirieee e
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Pre-game Warm-UpP ..o 86.6
S REIMEL. ... 9.6
Premature substitution (of goalkeeper) .. e 11
- faCe-Off I0CALION..........cvuvecec s 76.2
- Linesperson Stopping Play.........cooeeereeerieeneieineieineeee s 325
- PUDIC @AAIESS ... 712
- t00 many Men oN the iCE .......c.oiuuiriricec e 741
Pre-season games
- §OAIKEEPET WAIM-UD ..ot 8.2
- supplemental diSCIPINE .........ccovvvveeeieercee e 28.2
Preventing opponent from retrieving €quipment............cccveeveererenerneneninens 56.2
Prior to drop of puck — fighting ........c.ccerirnierereeee s 46.10
Prior to game - fighting
Prior to period — fighting..........coeueuiiriirire e 46.9
Procedure — penalty Shot ..o 242
Proceed directly to penalty bench — failure t0..........coeeeeereereeriereeneirinninns 46.19
Profane language or gestures............cocveevevinesenenennns 39, 75, Table 1, Table 8
ProteCtion — faCe......c..cvueeiricieee e 46.6
Protective equipment .. ..9.5,9.6,11,12.1,65.2, Table 7
PrOtECtiVE gIass ........ceuiueiiiriieicieice e 13,3
Public address
S ASSISES .

- disallowed goals..
- Game Timekeeper ..

- objects thrown on ice .
- one minute remaining.

- penalties .................

= PENAILY SNOL.....oieiei s

- premature SUDSHEUION............coeviiiii e

- Video GOal JUGE........ovueieiriieiee s
PUCK .o

- coming to rest on top of boards.. .

- concealing puck with hand ...

- deflecting off official directly into goal ...........cccouveuiiicininciniicinis 76.2

- dropped on goal NEttiNg.........c.ccuerueiiireiee s 85.6

- frozen along the boards..........ccovvveeeinerereneneseseeenns 85.2,85.5

-illegal. ..

- leaving surface through open bench door ...........ccccoevenenieninnnee 85.1

- 0N DACK Of NEL ..o 85.2,85.5

= 0UEOF DOUNS ... 325,85

- out of bounds off crossbar, post or goal frame ..........c.cccoveeenee. 85.1,85.5

- out of bounds off face-off...........cccccecevvreerrrennne .63.2, 85.1

= OUE OF SIGNE ..o 85.3

S OVET IASS ..o 63.2

= SHTIKING GIOVE ...t s 85.1
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027

201

- Previous Page Table of Contents Next Page wmiy



INDEX
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- Striking OffiCial ..o 81.1,854
= SUPPIY oot 13.2
- through net. ..38.4,85.2

S UNAET NBL..eevcecectee ettt 384,852

- unplayable.. ..63.2,85.2
PUCK FOIL ..t aees 11.2
Punch causing iNjUMY.........c.cueeienienienieeseeeeeeeeieieie 46.15, 51.3, Table 6

R
Racial taunts OF SIUS ........c.ciiiiieicececcce e 23.7
Raised Seam MAGeS .........ccvvririirieee s 11.2,11.3,11.7
REaI TIME SCOTETS ......oucvveiiicieiieiece et 35.3,36
Rebound inthe Crease.........cceueiiicucieicceecee e 69.7
Rebound off post on penalty Shot ...........cccoierirrirnieeees 242
Rebounds
ICING 1ottt
-increase....
= PENAIY SNOL......viieeee e 242

RECEIVING SHCK. ..ottt 10.3,10.4
Referee crease... .1.7,40.4, Table 7

REFEIBES ... 31
- abuse Of OffiCIAlS ..........ccureveerrir e 39
- appointment of OffiCialS....... ..o 30
- attire and €QUIPMENE ..o s 3141
- Calling Of PENAILIES. ......vereecececreire e 15.1
- coincidental penalty rule............ccooeueiirienereec s 19.5
S ISPULES oo 31.2
- end of game and Periods..........corvreemrinrmrinreerseenerseeeeeeeneees 31.10
- entering Referee’s Crease ..........coooeverireneneininenineenns 1.7,39.4, Table 7
= EQUIPIMEN ...t 311
= fACE-OTS ..o 313
- leaving the penalty bench early ..........ccccocvvevncvncncncrne 35.1,704
- Linespersons reporting to Referee ... 324
S lINBUPS s 33.3
= Off-I€ OFfiCIalS. ... e 316
- penalties
- physical abuse of OffiCialS..........ccccorrrrrrrrrrrrrr e 40
- player or goalkeeper's UNiform .............cccoeuruerineiniineierineesseeniens 9.1
- PIAYEI'S UNIFOIMS ...t 9.1,31.8

TEPOMS ...ttt enes
- Signals......ccvieinierininens
- start of game and periods..
- team uniform ..........ccocveene.
- unable t0 CONtINUE ...
- verification Of M ...
- Video GOoal JUAGE.......cuvieiiiiiieie e
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Refusing to play the PUCK ..o 72
= HANA PSS ... s 722
RGN SHEK ..o 723

SHCING Lttt 724
S PENAIY oo s 72.5
Refusing to start play ...........coereereereneereeneninsseeeens 73, Table 1, Table 3
Refusing to surrender stick for measurement.............cocovviviriinennns 10.5, Table 7
ReMain in goal Crease ..........couieeiieeinienee e 46.4

Removing jersey..... ..46.13,75.2
Replacement stick .. 10.3,10.4
Reporting t0 REfErEe ... 324
Reports
- abuse of officials — misconduct penalties ..............ccoo...... 22.4,31.9,39.6
- altercation with @ SPeCtator..........ccovevviriir s 319
- event summary
- fighting off the playing SUMaCe..........coovveverererererresc e 46.8
- fighting prior to the drop of the puck ... 46.10
- game misconduct penalties
= GAME SUMMAIY ovvvvorerereeeriseeessessessesessssesssssessssssessssssessesssessasssessans
- goalkeeper leaving crease .
- instigator penalties ............cccveenrnieneneee
- instigator, aggressor and game misconduct list.............ccccvervvvrrenrennns 35.6
-leaving the BENCh .........coviiiii e 70.10
- MatCh PENAIIES ..o 21.3,319
- misconduct penalties — abuse of officials ...............cco...... 22.4,31.9,39.6
- Off-Ice Officials report of game misconduct/match penalties............... 35.6
- penalty reCcord fOMM ..o 35.1
- Penalty TIMEKEEPET .....ccviueieeieie s 35.6
= Rl TIME SCOTEFS .....eueeeececiereree et 373
- spectator — altercation With..............cccoererennnnnneees 319
- thrown stick or object outside playing area...........cccoevnevncrncnnnens 31.9
= UNUSUAI OCCUITEINCE ...ttt 319
= Vide0 GOal JUAGE......veverieieiieieireie e 38.3
Request for review/rescind — inStGator ..........coooevrierenererereseine 46.11
Request for review / rescind — game misconduct............cevvevvereeveninreeennenn. 23.2
Requesting stick measurement............cccveveniennnenesesee s 10.5
Rescind - instigator ................... ....46.11
Rescind — game miSCONAUCE...........ccuriueiiieiniieinieeee s 23.2
Resisting @ LINESPEISON .......c.cveuriierieirieieireisieisieiseie e 46.5, Table 8
RESE PEIIOA ... 34.3
Restrain........c.cc...... ..54.1,55.1, 56.1, 56.2
Restraining INfractions ............coeevvererinennneeeseseeseseesesseeesnenns Section 7
Restraining lines (hash Marks) .........ccccoouveiniiinceincieseeseeis 1.9,76.6
Restricted area.........coovvvereenecccccssseeens 1.8, 27.8, Table 11
Retrieving equipment after a fight
RINK .ot
Rink Dimensions.
ROUGNING ..o
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S EINES e 514
= MAtCh PENAILY.......coieiieiic 51.3
= MINOF PENAIY ... 51.2

-signal ......... ... 29.26
= SUSPENSIONS ....evaeeaeeaeseeseeeee bbbttt nees 514
S
SAfEtY GIASS ... 1.3
Scorer (see In-Arena Scorer)
SCOMNG @ GOl nnennes 78.4
Scoring System Manager............coruririnireirieieieieie e 36.2
Second fight SAMe SIOPPAGE ......vvvvirrirircirieiriire e 46.7
Second instigator in @ game ..........ccveniierniecnenes s 46.11
SECUNY ..o .11.9,12.5,40.8
Serious injury......... 8,325,39.2,39.3
Shooting equipment...... .53.2,53.7,53.8
Shooting PUCK OVET IaSS.........ceeirriiiririieiriieiseie it 63.2
SHOOLOUL ...ttt 10.7,78.1, 84.4
- cradling the puck (like [aCroSSE) ..........ccrvieriiiriiiririrereseieeas 80.1
= ElGIDITILY oo . 844
- goalkeeper deliberately removing face mask ...95
- StiICK MEASUMEMEN ........ouiviiiiiiei s 10.7
Short-handed
- bench miNOr PENAMLIES ........c.veierreieieie e 17.2
- calling a penalty — goal SCOred ...........oeuriiuriiuriiinieneeeseeis 15.2
- coincidental penalties
- double-minor PENAILIES ..........covveviieiricirere s 18.2
- goal scored on penalty Shot...........cccviriiniineees 16.2
SHOING ceoee

- major penalties

- MAtCh PENAILIES ... 21.2
= MINOT PENAIIES ... 16.2, Table 12
- MISCONAUCE PENAILIES.......veevveiriici e 223
- Off-side — INteNtioNal ..o 83.6
- puck Striking OffiCial ..........ovevererrerererre 85.4

Shoulder Cap ProtECIOS.........cviveiiieiriierierie e 11.3
Shoulder clavicle ProteCtors ... 11.3

Situations subject to video review.
Slashing.......coverennennieces

- game misconduct penalty..
= MAJOr PENAIY ...
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- MALCh PENAILY.........ooici 61.4
= MINOT PENAILY ... 61.2
- penalty shot.....
- signal ..........
- suspensions
SIBW-FOOLING. ...

- MAtCh PENAIRY.......cocvicic e 522

= SUSPENSIONS ....oovevteettiteseteeset bbbttt bbbt 52.3
SHAING SHCK ...t 10.4
Slow proceeding to face-off [0CatioN ..o 76.7
SPEAMNG ...

- game misconduct penalty...
= MAJOT PENARY ...
= MALCh PENAILY......ooveiciccc e

SPIEING - veveveere e 23.7,40.3,40.4
Spots - face-off (see Face-off)
StaArt Of GAME ... e 86
Start of game — fighting...
Start of period..............
Starting iNE-UP ....ccvvevieireeeeee s
StatS ENITY SCOTEN .......eeviiciiicc s
Stepping onto the ice ..
SHCK oo
- blade width..
S BIOKEN .. 10.3, 10.4, 56.2, Table 2
= CUMVALUIE ... s 10.1,10.5
- gauge.......... ..31.1,32.1,35.2

- goalkeeper .. ..10.2,11.1,49.2
SHlIEGAL ... 10.5

S NFrACHONS .. 23.5, Section 8

- receiving
S TEPIACEMENT ... 10.3,10.4
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= SIAING. .o 10.4

S tFOWN .o 10.3, 10.4, 53.2, 53.4, 53.5, 53.6, 53.7

............................................. 53.8,75.2,75.3, 75.4, Table 1, Table 3

Stick infractions, boarding and checking from behind category..................... 235

StOPPING Play.....vevveeieieee e 32.5,63.2,63.5,67.1, Table 11

Stopping play fOr iNJUIY ... 8.1
StriKing @n OffiCial..........c.vviiiee e

Striking official — puck....
Substitute GOAIKEEPET .........c.veieieiecicieice e 53,7
Substitution
- bench minor Penalties ... 171
- coincidental PENAIIES ..........ovveimereieii e 19
- delaying the game ..o 63.3
- deliberate illegal ..........cccvvvricnicnicnicnees 68.6, 74.4, Table 3, Table 9
- face-offs
- §0AIKEEPET ...t 8.2,24.2,33.1,63.3
Hllegal. . 20.3, 68, 74.4, Table 3, Table 9
- iNjUred GOAIKEEPET ... vttt 8.2
S INJUIEA PIAYET ... 8.1
- leaving the bench.. .
- liNE ChANGE......ceeic s
-line change ON iCING .....c..coveiviiieieee s 814,821
= MAJOT PENAIIES ... 20.3
S PrEMAUIE.....eee e 32.5,71,741,76.2
Summary of awarded goals ...........cceeeurierieireee s Table 10
Summary of bench minor penalties.............coveeerenrrrnrnssseens Table 3
Summary of double MiNOr Penalties.............cooeereeenereenenenseeeens Table 4
Summary of game misconduct infractions - “general category”................. Table 8
Summary of game misconduct infractions - “stick-related category”......... Table 8
Summary of game misconduct penalties ............cccooeeereeirveirrieinieinnnns Table 8

Summary of goalkeeper penalties......... ....Table 11
Summary of Major PENAILES ..........oc.everuernrircinrieeecerieerieesieieens Table 5
Summary of match Penalties ............cooerrrirnirnieee e Table 6
Summary of MINOr PENAILIES .........ceviuririieirieree e Table 2
Summary of misconduct penalties ... Table 7
Summary of penalties to coaches and non-playing club personnel........... Table 1
Summary of penalty Shots ..........ccorrrrrrrree s Table 9
Supplementary discipline (see Discipline — supplementary)
SUPPIY OF PUCKS ...cvoeii et 13.2
Suspensions
- automatic ... ...23.2,23.3,23.4,23.5, 35.6, 40
.................................. ..41.6,43.6, 46.9, 46.20, 46.22
- abuse of officials Category..........cccocuiuiniiieiniiesesceee 234
S AGQTESSON ...ttt 46.17
= D0AMAING ... 235,416
= DUI-ENAING ..o 58.6
- charging
- checking from Behind ..o 23.5,43.6
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- clearing the area of @ fight............cccooeiininnce 46.18
= ClIPPING. e 446
- CrOSS-CRECKING .....cvvviiicec e 59.6

S AIVING e 64.3
= @IDOWING ... s 45.6
- embEllISIMENT........coiiiieic e 64.3
- failure to proceed directly to penalty bench ..........ccccoocvvviciin. 46.19
- fighting other than during the periods of the game...........c.cccovvene.. 46.20

- game misconduct penalties.... ..23.3,23.4,235
- gENEral CALEGOTY ....oucviiiicieice s 23.3
- general category — playoffs ... 23.3
- goalkeeper's EQUIPMENT ..o 11.9
= NEAA-DULING ... 47.6
= IGN=SHCOKING ... 60.5
- hooking
- illegal check to the head..........cccooeviriiiicc s 48.5
SINSHGALON ... 46.21
- instigator in final five MINULES .......ccovvrverre s 46.22
- interference on the goalkeePer ..............ocuruevnrieeniicrinierieerinniae 69.8
- kicking
S KNEEING ... 50.6
-1eaving the BENCH ..o 70.10
- playoffs — general Category .........ccveuriririeirieiniese s 233
- playoffs — stick infractions, boarding,

checking from behind category ...........oovevvenenereeres 235
- roughing
- slashing.......
= SIEW-TOOTING ..ot 52.3
= SPBAMNG .ot 62.6
- stick infractions, boarding, checking from behind category................. 235
- stick infractions, boarding, checking

from behind category - playoffs...........ccccveerreerncenrcenn, 235
- SHCK MEASUTEMENES ...t 10.5
- supplementary diSCIPIINE ..........cooiueeiiriiirere s 28
- throwing EQUIPMENT.........ovuireieicicieese e 53.9

Sweater (jersey) ..... ....9,46.13,75.2, Table 8
- goalkeeper ..

Team Personnel..........ccccveeieneeneeree e 54,324,75.3,75.5,75.6
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TEAM UNIOMM ..ot 9.1,31.8
Team's choice — penalty eXpiration.............cccoeeeeeerienienieseseneene 16.2, 26.2
TeleviSion ... 33.1, 34.6, 46.20, 70.10
Thigh PadS.......ceueveiiiiee e 114
Third goalkeeper — no warm-up prior to penalty Shot ... 53
Third instigator in SEASON..........c.ccurieiricrcricrceeeeee e 46.11, 46.21
Third major penalty in @ GaME..........ccueiiirieirieee e 204
Third man in........cccccoeeveveneneen.
Threaten to injure an official..
Throwing equipment..............
= at N OffICIal......ceeeecee e
= AWAAEA GOl ......vveeeececi e
- bench minor penalty ...
SIS e
- game misconduct penalty..
- MAtCh PENAIY.......coeviece s
= MINOT PENAILY ...
- MISCONAUCE PENAILY ......ouviiiiiee s
- out Of PlaYiNg @rea.........cocvveveveriereire e
- penalty shot
S PUCK s
= SHCK e
= SUSPENSIONS ...ttt senas
Throwing objects..........ccccveverviinennncn.
- at spectator ........
- objects onto the ice ...
- objects outside playing SUIface ...........cccooovieeieieienieeicieienes 31,754
Tie dOWN (JErSEY) ...ucvuerreiiiriiiritie ettt 46.13, Table 8
Tied games (see Overtime)
THME ClOCK «.vvvvvce ettt 42,341,351
Timekeeper (see Game Timekeeper)
TIME-0UL ...ttt 41,331, 87
S SIGNAL e 29.30
TIMING AEVICE ... s 4,34.1,35.1,38.7
Too many men on the ice ..... 711,74, Table 3
- bench minor Penalty ... 74.2
- deliberate illegal SUDSHEULION ..o 744
= JOBIKEEPET ...ttt 745
- illegal SUDSHIEULION.........cvevvicecie s 68, Table 3
-1eaving the BENCh ..o e 70
- line change ProCEAUre. ..........cccoiuviieiiiciec s 82.2
- Linespersons reporting to Referee ...........coveeererereneinenenennnns 324
SN0 CING v 81.5
- overtime — regular SEASON...........cviureireiriieireietieesee e eenaes 74.5
- penalty BENCA........ccii s 74.3
- premature SUDSHHULION...........ccuiiveiiiiriier e 71
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TrAPEZOI ... e 1.8
THPPING v 57, 61.6, Table 2, Table 10
-awarded goal ..o 54.4,55.6, 57.4,61,7

= MINOT PENAIY ... 57.2
- penalty shot..... .53.7,54.3,55.5, 57.3,61.6
S SIGNEL s 29.32
Two players penalties expire at the same time — team choice .............cccc..... 16.2
Two sticks — participating in the play With ... 10.5

TyYPes Of PENAILIES ..o Section 4
U

Unable to continue — Referee, LINESPerson ...........o.ccoveveenireiniennes 31.11, 326

UNIfOMM .o 5.1,6,83,9,12.1, 31.8,65.1

Unique to goalkeepers — penalties.

Unnecessary stoppage of play...

Unsportsmanlike conduct.......
- @buSE OF OffICIAIS ......cuevieeeee e
- after original PENAItY ..........ccvvvreerrrrrre s
- banging boards with stick...........
- banging glass in protest of ruling

- hair pulling
- JETSEY = FEMOVING.....uivveieiiiieieeteitie e

- Linespersons reporting to Referee ..........cccvvevevenenensneniseens
= MINOT PENAIY ..o

- MISCONAUCE PENAILY .......ocvvriiiciciiieice e

- obscene, profane or abusive language or gestures ...
= TEMOVING JEISEY ....vvvrerereececrereeseeeree ettt

- throwing objects outside playing surface ...
Unsustained complaint regarding legality of a glove .

Unsustained request for measurement...............ccooovevvevrinnns
UNUSUEI OCCUITENCE ...ttt
v
Verification of time .........ccccovvvrvrivieieiiennns 31.2,33.2,34.7, 35.8, 38.7, 76.9, 85.7
Video Review.............. o 37
- Continuous play ..... .37.3
- Distinct Kicking MOtIoN..........c.cvieireee s 374
- G0al rEVIEW PrOCEAUES .......uvuercerieirerreese et 37.2
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- Goal situations subject to VIde0 reView............coeveevereereercireinininenns 37.3
= HIgh-SHCKING .....vvvieciiiric e 60.3
- MaJOr PENAILIES. ... 20.6
- MatCh PENAILIES .........cveeeceeccc e 215
- NHL Situation ROOM ... 37.1

- Puck struck with @ high-Stick ..o, 375
- Verification of iMe..........cccocoeeeuieiciccce e 35.8,37.6
= Video GOl JUAGE......ceuverecececinirireieieieiseeseiseeses s 37.1
Video review of major PENalties ...........coveerninnnnnnneeeeens 20.6
Video review of match penalties ..o 215
Violations during penalty ShOt............cccvvviriiiesseeeees 244
Violantion — face-off ............ccoceeviveieenceccee e 37.6,76,82.1,87.1
Violation — starting iN@-UP...........ceurirniininienee e 7.2
VISOFS ettt 9.7
W
Wall (see Boards)
WarM-UP..oeevcce e 5.3,8.2,33.3, 86.6, 87
- during Stoppages Of Play .........c..ccuereererineieriieseesesenie 70.3
- dUNNG IME-0UL ...ttt s 87
- for substitute gOAIKEEPET ..........cvveirieireeee s 8.2
- start of period 86.8
Warning — liN€ ChanGE ..o 76.7,82.2
WESH QUL ..o 29.34
Wearing tape on hands...........ccocvirnirninineeee e 46.15, Table 6
When replacement player does not return to ice from penalty bench............ 68.1
When replacement player not placed on penalty bench - no icing................ 81.6
Whistle had BIOWN...........coiiiinsesseeeeenes 312,785,834
Z
Zone

- attacking (see Attacking zone)
- defending (see Defending zone)
- neutral (see Neutral zone)
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@ GLOSSARY OF TERMS
RULE
TERM DESCRIPTION REFERENCES
Attacking Player | A player whose team has control of the Rule 26  Rule 64
puck and is advancing the puck towards | Rule 39  Rule 67
its opponent's goal. Also, all players in Rule 43 Rule 69
their offensive zone are considered Rule 49  Rule 76
“attacking players”. Rule 53  Rule 78
Rule 56  Rule 80
Rule60  Rule 83
Rule63  Rule 85
Attacking Zone | A team’s attacking zone is between the Rule1  Rule 72
opponent's blue line and the end boards | Rule8  Rule 76
behind the opponent's goal. Rule9  Rule 79
Rule 15  Rule 83
Rule69  Rule 85
Change of Rebounds off goalkeeper’s pads or other | Rule 13
Control equipment shall not be considered as a
loss of control or completion of the play
by the Team when applying Rule 15 -
Calling of Penalties.
Common Sense | NHL Officials are empowered to use
common sense. This applies to any
situation or rule that isn’t explicitly
covered in the rule literature.
Completion of the | Completion of the play by the team in Rule 13
play possession shall mean that the puck
must have come into the control of an
opposing player or goalkeeper or has
been “frozen.” This does not mean a
rebound/deflection off the goalkeeper,
the goal or the boards, or any contact
with the body, stick or equipment of an
opposing player.
Control of the The act of propelling the puck with the Rule8  Rule 57
Puck stick, hand or feet. Control of the puckis | Rule 10  Rule 83
not lost when contact with the puck is Rule 15
made by an opponent, the boards orthe | Rule 25
net, provided the player in control of the | Rule 26
puck continues propelling the puck. Rule 56
Defending Zone | A team’s defending zone is between Rule 1 Rule 67
their own blue line and the end boards Rule25 Rule 76
behind their own goal. Rule 33 Rule 79
Rule 47 Rule 83
Rule 53  Rule 85
Rule 63
Deflection When the puck is diverted from its Rule25 Rule 78
intended path, often by accident. A Rule 49  Rule 81
deflection can be off the stick, body, net, | Rule69  Rule 83
boards or glass. See also Rebound. Rule 76  Rule 85
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AA A
GLOSSARY OF TERMS @
RULE
TERM DESCRIPTION REFERENCES
Heel of the Stick | The point where the shaft of the stick Rule 10
and the bottom of the blade meet.
Injury Blood does not have to be visible to Numerous
consider it an injury. Blood flowing is References
NOT the only determining factor. For
example, an injury caused by a high stick
to the face could have one of the
following characteristics: severe
bruising, abrasions, a welt, cutting of the
skin or damage to teeth by the high stick.
Neutral Zone The center ice area between the two Rule1  Rule 72
blue lines (neither the defending nor the Rule3  Rule 76
attacking zone). Rule9  Rule 79
Rule 15 Rule 81
Rule 56  Rule 83
Rule 69  Rule 85
Normal Height of | Shall mean the shoulder height of the Rule 32 Rule 72
the Shoulders player standing straight up with skates Rule 37 Rule 80
flat on the ice.
Possession of the | The last player to physically touch the Rule8  Rule 57
Puck puck with his stick or body shall be Rule9  Rule 63
considered in possession of the puck. Rule 13 Rule 68
(NOTE 1) A player can have possession | Rule 15  Rule 70
of the puck without control, but he cannot | Rule 25  Rule 71
have control of the puck without Rule 26  Rule 80
possession. Rule 54  Rule 81
Rule 56  Rule 83
Torso In relation to a player losing his jersey Rule 46
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during an altercation, torso shall mean
the player’s upper body. If a player still
has one arm through the sleeve of his
jersey and the neck opening is still
around his neck, it would not be
considered completely off his torso.
However, if both arms were removed
from the sleeves and the jersey was
hanging around the player’s neck, it
would be considered completely off his
torso. If a player has both arms through
his sleeves but his head is not through
the neck opening, the jersey shall also
be considered completely off his torso.
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Next Page wmipy

Tue. Sep 29, 2026 |} Tue. Oct 6,2026 §§ Tue. Oct 13,2026 §§ Mon. Oct 19, 2026
Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor ~ Home Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor ~ Home
1fe FLA CAR |44 NSH TOR |90 NJO DET |137 ANA NYR
2 MIL TOR |45 CAR MTL |91 FLA CBJ |138 COL PHI
3 NYR BOS |46 OTT DET |92 BUF MTL |139 SJS TOR
4 VAN EDM |47 UTA NJD |93 WSH CAR |140 PIT UTA
5 CHI VGK |48 NYI NYR |94 SEA PHI Tue. Oct 20, 2026
Wed. Sep 30, 2026 49 MIN  BUF 9 TBL NYR Game  Visitor  Home
Game Visitor ~ Home 50 STL CHI 96 STL oTT 141 SJS MTL
6 PT PHI 51 VGK SEA |97 VAN NI 142 coL NID
8 NYl TOR |52 FLA LAK |98 PIT CH |43 ANa Nyl
7 LAK coL | INCCRORMIPLN | 99 MIN. WPG | 44, A wsH
Thu_ Oct 1 2026 Game  Visitor  Home 100 COL DAL 145 TOR CBJ
= 2 53 pT  wsH | 100 VK NSH |6 wpg sTL
ame  Visitor  Home 102 TOR UTA
54 COL WPG 147 BOS DAL
9 PHI NJD 103 CGY ANA
55 EDM ANA 148 MIN EDM
10 TBL NYR 104 EDM LAK | 140 DET SEA
11 BUF CBJ Thu. Oct 8, 2026
17 IMIN_TNSH . 105 BOS SIS | 150 CAR VAN
T e e NS Wed. Oct 14, 2026 | ISR Vel
14 SEA CGY |57 DAL BUF | Geme Viitr  Home | QUVEY, I oTe X WpIVPLi)
15  EDM VAN |58  NSH MTL | 06 MTL  WSH | e = Vstor  Home
6 FLA SJS |59 PH oTT |JOT _DAL_COL |15 py BUF
Fri. Oct 2, 2026 | RCCENLIININL:TE Thu. Oct 15, 2026 JIREFIENEYNERe1n]
Game  Visitor  Home 61 VAN  CAR Game _ Visitor  Home Thu. Oct 22, 2026
17 NYR DET |62  CHI NYI 108 BUF TOR |8 :
ame Visitor ~ Home
18 WSH CAR |63 SIS STL 109 NYI OTT | e nsH BOS
19 BOS WpG |64 COL CGY |10 PHI DET |5 YR TOR
20 sTL DAL |8 TORVGK |11 SEA TBL |5 g5 orr
21 ANA VGK TNyl | 112 VAN FLA | 457 Ana D
Sat. Oct 3, 2026 Game  Visitr  Home 13 NYR  NJD 158 FLA PIT
o T 66 SEA DET |14 WPG CHI 450 1ak nNyi
isitor  Home 115 SJS  NSH
67 NYR WSH 160 VGK STL
22 CHI  BUF 116 STL  MIN
68 PIT CBJ 161 WPG DAL
23 OTT TOR 117 UTA EDM
% WSH TeL |88 ANA_WPG 162 MIN  CGY
18 CGY VGK | 153 CAR EDM
25 CAR  PHI Sat. Oct 10, 2026 .
26 MTL PIT Game  Visitr  Home Fri. Oct 16' 2026 164 UTA  SEA
27 UTA CBJ 70e PHI BOS Game  Visitr  Home 165 DET VAN
28e SEA EDM | 71e VAN N | 19 PIT - COL Fri. Oct 23, 2026
29 ND Nyl |72e EDM sss |20 BOS_ANA | e S=Vstor  Home
30 DAL NSH |73 MIN FLA Sat. Oct 17,2026 JRETT IV {NENeR!
31 BOS MIN 74 UTA BUF Game Visitor ~ Home 167 TBL COL
3 STL coL |75 DET ML |121e ND WsH ||IEEYEeEYIII
33 CGY VAN |76 NSH OTT | 122e CAR WPG | cesambdiiiuu
34 LAK SJS |77 DAL PIT 1230 VAN TBL | (sse ANA PHI
CMNCTIPLY | 78 CAR CHI | 124 SEA FLA | (594 Ak NJD
Game Visitor ~ Home 9 ¢y STL 125 NYI TOR 170 SJS BOS
35e wpG Der | 80e TOR COL | 126 BUF MIL | 4q NyR OTT
3 UTA NyR |81 TBLONYI 4127 SJSDET 475 NsH o pIT
37e FLA ANA |82 ANACGY ) 128 OTT PHI | 473 gyF wsH
38e  COY SEA |83 LAKL VKL | 129 NYR CBJ | 47 ek cBl
39 vok VAN | [ETINORGIPIPEY 130 DAL CHI | 475 car sTL
Sun. Oct 45 2026 Game  Visitor  Home 131 STL  NSH 176e TOR EDM
o et | oo SEA wsH | 132 89S LML |7 TBL UTA
85 VAN NYR |13 EDM UTA |47  per  cay
40 PHITBL 134 PIT  VGK
86 CAR PHI 179 MIN  SEA
H__|OTT_|BOS Sun. Oct 18, 2026
42  WPG PIT Mon. Oct 12, 2026 o —
4 DAL " ame isitor lome
31845 e b BUE | 138 CBJ MIN
88 OTT D | 138 CAR CGY
89 VGK MIN
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Sun. Oct 25, 2026 ]| Sat. Oct 31, 2026 Fri. Nov 13, 2026
Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor  Home
180@ FLA CHI 217e CHI BOS | 2656 FLA WSH | 310 NYR VAN
181e NYI DAL | 218e STL DET | 266e STL NSH |31 NSH VGK
182 MTL WPG | 219e¢ TBL NSH | 267e NYR SEA
2026 Tim Horton | 220@ EDM  NYI 268 MTL TOR ‘
NHL 221e BUF LAK |268 UTA OTT | oo (o
Heritage Classic™ | 2228 OTT SJS g? ZJH l|3 ng 2026
Princess 223 PIT  MTL ;
autoStadum, | 2266 TOR VAN | 212 S5 DAL | NHLGloha Seris
Winnipeg, Man,) | 225~ CBJ DAL | 273  TBL _MN (Veikkaus Arena
183 COL NSH | 226 CGY COL | 274 DET coL Helsinki, FIN)
275 PIT  LAK )
184 MIN VAN Sun. Nov 1, 2026 312 WPG CHI
= 276 VAN EDM
Mon. Oct 26, 2026 JIS N UL 313 MIN BOS
Game  Visitor  Home gg;: xllvlT\lG \?Vg'?'l Sun. ‘ 8, 026 314 EDM TOR
ame Isitor iome 1 L MTL
122 #’3‘; zés 229e¢ UTA PHI 277e FLA BOS 312 ch)T TBL
187 DET EDM | 230 EDM NYR | 278 VGK BUF |37 oTT PIT
231e OTT ANA [279 ND TOR | 313 NJD WSH
Tue. Oct 27, 2026 Mon. Nov 2, 2026 Hockey Hall of Fame | 319 PHI  CBJ
Game  Visitor ~ Home - = ) Game 320 FLA STL
188 CBJ PHI Game  Visitor  Home
189 BOS CAR 232  VGK BOS 280 TBL WPG | 322 BUF DAL
190 LAK CHI 233 DET FLA 281 PHI  CGY 323 SJS UTA
191 MTL STL 234  COL CHI 2820 PIT  ANA 324 NYI ANA
192 NYI NSH 235 CGY SJS Mon. Nov 9, 2026 325 CGY LAK
193 NJD DAL Game  Visitor  Home Sun. Nov 15, 2026
194 FLA  WPG Game  Visitor Home 283 NYR EDM Game  Visitr  Home
195 MIN UTA 236 UTA TOR 284  PHI VAN 326 EDM PHI
196 OTT VGK |237 WPG MTL [285  NYl SJS | 327 FLA DAL
197 VAN ANA | 238 DET TBL 3280 CGY ANA
198 BUF SJS | 239 EDM NJD | Game  Vistor Home | 329 VAN VGK
PRy | 240 STL NYR |86 coL TOR | 330 NSHO SIS
Garell Vistoral Home 241 MIN  PHI 287  MIN MTL Mon. Nov 16, 2026
199 PHI  WSH | 242 VGK PIT | 288 WSH OTT | Game Viitr Home
200 CGY EDM | 243 DAL WSH | 289 FLA CBJ 331 MTL NYR
201 NJD coL |24 COL CBJ 1290 DET STL {332 VAN UTA
202 TOR_SEA | 25 CARNSH 201 Nub - wpG | ETRETIVETRPTPY
Thu. Oct 29, 2026 229 2L 292 NSH_LAK Game Visitor Home
Game  Visitor  Home Wed. Nov 4, 2026 B} Wed. Nov 11, 2026 | BEXK] LAK BOS
203 CHI DET | Game \Vistor Home | Game Vistor Home | 334 WSH TBL
204 WPG TBL |27 OTT BUF | 203 7TBL BUF |33 EDM FLA
205 UTA PIT 248 CHI  FLA 294 NYR CGY |33 CBJ NYVI
206 CBJ CAR | 249 SJS LAK 1295 PHI EDM | 337 BUF PHI
207 Bos sSTL | 280 _CGY SEA | 296 UTA VGK | 338 TOR CHI
208 WSH NSH Thu. Nov 5, 2026 JREAZEEES R 339 ANA STL
209 MTL DAL | Game Viior Home | 298 PIT__SJS 340  NSH MIN
210 NYI  MIN 251 UTA MTL TR\ YAPRPIPLY | 341 OTT  WPG
211 BUF ANA | 252 VGK DET | 'Game  Vistor Home | 342 DAL VGK
212 OTT LAK [ 253 CHI TBL | 309 CAR SEA | 343 CGY SJS
213 VAN SJS 254 STL NJD 2026 Wed. Nov 18, 2026
Fri. Oct 30, 2026 255 CAR NvI NHL Global Series | Game  Visitor  Home
Game Visitor ~ Home 256 PHI NYR Finland 344 BOS DET
214e NJD VGK | 257 BOS PIT (Veikkaus Arena, | 345 MTL NJD
215 WPG FLA | 258 DAL CBJ Helsinki, FIN) | 346 COL UTA
216 SEA CGY |29 VAN WPG | .99 ym " pog
260 ANA EDM | 350 miN  TOR
261  NSH COL
301 coL OTT
%2 DET FLA
Game  Visitor  Home 303 WSH NJD
262 CBJ BUF |304 TBL CBJ
263 SIS MIN | 305 BUF CHI
264 ANA CGY | 306 WPG DAL
307 STL UTA
308 NYI LAK
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Thu. Nov 19, 2026 §§ Fri. Nov 27, 2026

Game  Visitor  Home Game

347 LAK TOR 400 @
348 PHI OTT 4010
349 EDM TBL 402 e
350 STL PIT 403 @
351 BUF  WSH 404 @
352 MTL CAR 4050
353 CBJ CHI 406 @
354 NYI  WPG 407 @
355 MIN CGY 408
356 ANA COL 409
357 VAN SEA 410e
358 DAL VGK 411e

Sat. Nov 21, 2026 JIEi¥3
413

Game  Visitor ~ Home
359e EDM CAR |414

2026-2027 NHL SCHEDULE

360e CHI  CGY Sat. Nov 28, 2026 JRE

361 BUF FLA Game
362e PIT  NSH 4150
363 WSH BOS 416
364 CBJ TOR 47
365 PHI  MTL 418
366 LAK OTT 419
367 NYI DET 420
368 NJD STL 421
369 VGK WPG | 422
370 ANA UTA 423
371 MIN VAN 424
372 SEA SJS 425

Sun. Nov 22, 2026 &4
427

Game  Visitor  Home
373e CAR NYR Sun. Nov 29, 2026 gz

374e BUF TBL Game
375 EDM STL 428 e
376 PIT DAL 4290

STEA, A\ Vion. Nov 30, 2026 I

Mon. Nov 23, 2026 g™

Game  Visitor  Home 4300
378 CBJ NJD 431
379 LAK MTL 432
380 CGY OTT 433
381 TOR NYI 434
382 UTA  WPG 435

383 |ANA SEA Tue. Dec 1, 2026
384 MIN SJS

Game
Tue. Nov 24, 2026 §iZEH)

Game  Visitor  Home 437
385 VGK EDM 438

Wed. Nov 25, 2026 JIS&
440

Game Visitor ~ Home
386 WPG BOs |44
387 NYR BUF | 442
388 CAR TBL | 443
389 OTT FLA |24

390 STL  NYI Wed. Dec 2, 2026 JREEH

391 CGY PIT Game
392  PHI  WSH 445
393 NJD CBJ 446
394 VAN DET 447
395 NSH DAL
396  UTA MIN
397 MTL COL
398 SJS ANA
399 CHI  SEA

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
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Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home
TOR BOS | 448 FLA TOR | 496 DET NJD
CGY NJD | 449 NJD OTT |[497 TOR DAL
UTA NSH | 450 COL DET | 498 SJS LAK
DAL STL | 451 S8 NYR | /ST PIIP]]
OTT  TBL 452 NYI PHI Game Visitor Home
VAN  PHI 453 CBJ CAR | ,00" DM BUF
FLA WSH |454 CHI NSH |0 .o po
DET CBJ 455 BUF CGY 501  VGK OTT
COL MN | 456 WSH EDM |20 plc {p
LAK ANA | 457 DAL SEA | o oo 4
VGK SJS [ 488 UTA VGK | s ooy Nyl
NYR CHI 459 MIN _LAK | Zoo ol o
WPG  NYI Y IV | 506 CHI  WPG
PIT BUF Game  Visitor Home 507 STL UTA
SEA__EDM | 460 SJS NYI | 508 NSH VAN
CHI STL | 509 WSH SEA
Vistor  Home | 462 BUF VAN Fri. Dec 11, 2026
MTL  VGK 463 SEA__ANA Game Visitor Hume
TBL FLA Sat. Dec 5,2026 JRESTIN:END=
NSH  DET Game  Visitr  Home 511 CGY PHI
WPG NJD | 464e DET BOS |52 NYI CAR
?g; gl\f 465 FLA MTL | 513 LAK SJS
4660 CBJ NSH
OTT CAR | 4e7e NiD P Sat. Dec 12, 2026
WSH STL Game Visitor ~ Home
S| e e cer |5 B
UTA DAL 470 coL NYR 5150 MTL CBJ
SIS COL |41 Tor cag | 56 PT TBL
ANA LAK | 4754 wpG VoK | OTT® PG M
EDM_SEA | 473 pu N | 28 ANABUF
519  VGK TOR
UTA . LAK | 50 Epm OTT
Visitor ~ Home 475 DAL VAN 521 FLA DET
MIN  CHI Sun. Dec 6, 2026 JIEF7 RNV /IO ]
VAN _ BOS Game  Visitr  Home 523 STL DAL
SIS PIT 524 WSH COL
Visitor ~ Home 477 NSH STL 525 VAN LAK
OTT NSH | 478 OTT MTL |52 NSH SEA
CAR NYR | 479 EDM CHI _
CBJ PIT 480@ WPG ANA ' 13’6
PHI TOR | 4818 BUF SEA | gy nid 40
CHI  WPG | WYRYMOEYNMPIVIN | 508 CBJ NYR
MTL _UTA Game  Visitr  Home 529 ANA TOR
482e¢ COL NYI 530 TBL STL
Vstor  Home | 483 CBJ  TBL | FYRSNISAEVRPNPTY
CGY DET 484 NJD NYR Game l Visitor Home
SJS NJD | 485 WSH VAN | g0 ol O
FLA  NYI Tue. Dec 8,2026 JRER7ENNEN L=
VAN WSH Game  Visitr  Home 533 EDM MTL
COL BOS | 486 vVGK MTL |53 UTA coL
BUF EDM | 487 ANA OTT |535 VAN SJS
DAL SEA | 488 BOS FLA
MIN ANA | 489 CHI PIT
VGK_LAK | 490 NYR CAR
coL STL
Visitor ~ Home 492 PHI WPG
TBL MTL | 493 NSH CGY
PIT STL | 494 EDM MIN
WPG UTA | 495 SEA SJS
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Game  Visitor ~ Home

669e EDM PIT
670 CBJ NYR
671 CGY STL
672e PHI  ANA
673e VAN SEA
Mon. Jan 4, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
674  WPG BUF
675 CHI  MTL
676 TOR WSH
677 DET DAL
678 VGK COL
679 PHI LAK
680 NJD SJS
Tue. Jan 5, 2027
Game  Visitor  Home
681 STL CAR
682 NYR CBJ
683 BUF BOS
684 EDM NSH
685 FLA CGY
686 OTT UTA
687 NYI VAN
688 TBL SEA
689  MIN ANA
Wed. Jan 6, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
690 BOS MTL
691  OTT COL
692 WSH LAK
693 DAL  SJS
Thu. Jan 7, 2027
Game  Visitor  Home
694 UTA DET
695 CBJ NJD
696 CHI NYR
697 TOR  PHI
698 PIT CAR
699 NSH WPG
700 NYl  CGY
701 FLA EDM
702 TBL VAN
703 MIN  VGK
Fri. Jan 8, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
704  BUF CBJ
705 OTT STL
706 SEA COL
707 DAL ANA
708  WSH SJS

OFFICIAL RULES 2026-2027

Tue. Dec 15, 2026 f§§ Sun. Dec 20, 2026 §} Mon. Dec 28, 2026
Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor ~ Home
536 FLA BOS 577e OTT CHI 619e VGK MIN
537 CGY BUF 2026 NHL 620 DET BUF
538 LAK DET Global Series 621 NSH FLA
539 NYR NJD Germany 622 EDM WSH
540 TBL PIT (PSD Bank Dome, | 623 TBL CAR
541  CAR CBJ Diisseldorf, GER) | 624 SJS WPG
542  WPG STL 576e PHI  BOS 625 LAK VAN
543 SEA NSH | 573¢ TBL DET |RITNFENIPY
544 TOR MIN 579 LAK  BUF Game  Visitor  Home
545 NYl UTA | 5806 DAL WPG |[626 CBJ MTL
546  WSH DAL 581 NSH NJD 627 DAL OTT
Wed. Dec 16, 2026 RGN 628 NSH TBL
Game  Visitr  Home 583 ANA EDM 629 DET NYR
547  NYR PHI 584 SEA COL 630 CAR PIT
548 NYl COL 631 VGK CHI
549 VAN ANA Game  Vistor  Home 632 SJS CGY
550 SJS VGK 5856 WSH TOR 633 STL COL
Thu. Dec 17, 2026 JHCREENET gg‘s‘ g;? g;ﬁ
Game  Visitor Home 587 CBJ PHI
551 STL BOS |588 UTA VAN | 636 _TOR _ANA
552 CGY TBL 589 CAR VGK | N[ BLT{MpPIPL)
553 TOR NJD Tue. Dec 22, 2026 JESIRCCANLS
554 LAK PIT | Gome Voo ome | 6370 WSH NYI
556 SEA CBJ 591 BOS NYI 639 EDM BOS
557 DAL EDM 592 NJD NYR 640 SEA VAN
558 CAR UTA 593 BUF PIT 641 TOR LAK
Fri. Dec 18,2026 R I VANEe:H] Thu. Dec 31, 2026
Game  Visitor  Home 595 TOR DET Game  Visitor ~ Home
560 CHI OTT 596 WPG NSH 642e PIT oTT
2026 NHL 597 CGY DAL 643 CAR DET
Global Series 598 LAK MIN 6440 MTL TBL
Germany 599 SJS SEA 645 WSH CBJ
(PSD Bank Dome, | 600 VGK _ANA | 646e STL VGK
Diisseldorf, GER) Sat. Dec 26, 2026 647e COL UTA
559 MTL BUF Game  Visitr  Home 2027 Discover NHL
561 NSH NYR 601 TBL  FLA Winter Classic®
562 DET PHI 602 NYI BOS 648 WPG CGY
563 SEA PIT 603 NJD BUF 649 NYR DAL
564 ANA MIN | 604 TOR MTL Fri. Jan 1, 2027
565 CAR COL [605 CBJ WSH |'Game mior mmomt
566 NYl  VGK 606 PIT CAR 6508 FLA NSH
CEMVIRERPIPGY (607 DET  NSH | 651 BOS CHI
Game  Visitor  Home 608 WPG  MIN 652 NJD ANA
567e BOS NJD | 0809 VAN CGY | g53e pHi  syS
5688 CGY FLA g}? \l;g}\( ;‘J\g 654  MIN PIT
569e UTA EDM Sat. Jan 2, 2027
570 TBL TOR | [lIMY e | o e
571 STL  WSH Game  Visitr  Home 655 EDM DET
572 LAK CBJ |612e PHI CHl |gs5e MTL FLA
573 MTL MIN |613 EDM CBJ |gs7 BUF TBL
574 DAL WPG |614e NYR STL |[gsg  OTT WsH
575 SJS VAN | 615 DAL MTL |gs9 NSH CAR
616 BOS NI |gg0 BOS CBJ
617 OTT NYI 1661 STL MIN
618e COL ANA |gg0 CGY WPG
663 TOR SJS
664 CHI DAL
665 NJD LAK
666 VAN UTA
667 COL VGK
668 NYl  SEA
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_

Game  Visitor ~ Home

849 BOS OTT
850 LAK  PHI
851  NYI CAR
852  WPG CBJ
853 COL STL
854 VAN DAL
855 ~MTL CGY
856 NJD EDM
857 SEA  MIN
858 BUF VGK
859  CHI  ANA
860 NSH SJS
Fri. Jan 29, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
861 FLA DET
862 NYR PIT
863  WSH UTA
Sat. Jan 30, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
864e WPG PHI
865 VAN STL
866e NJD CGY
867 CHI  SJS
868e BUF COL
869 TOR BOS
870 NYR OTT
871 NYl  TBL
872 LAK CAR
873 DET CBJ
874 MTL EDM
875 DAL  MIN
876  WSH VGK
877 NSH ANA
Sun. Jan 31, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
878e PHI PIT
879e NJD SEA
880 NSH UTA
Mon. Feb 1, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
881e NYI FLA
882 VGK CGY
883  MTL VAN
Tue. Feb 2, 2027
Game  Visitor  Home
884 WPG WSH
885 TBL PIT
886 NSH UTA
Wed. Feb 3, 2027
Game  Visitor ~ Home
887 NYI BUF
888 WSH FLA
889 WPG NYR
890  TBL PHI
891 UTA CGY
892 VGK EDM
893 NJD VAN
894 MTL SEA
® AFTERNOON GAME
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Sat. Jan 9, 2027 Sat. Jan 16, 2027 Fri. Jan 22, 2027
Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home
709e¢ CHI NJD |[758e BOS NYR | 808 NYI WSH
7108 TBL CGY |759e¢ OTT TBL | 809 VAN CHI
711e NYI EDM |760 VGK FLA | 810 COL DAL
712 CAR BUF | 761 NSH BUF | 811 BOS VGK
73 PHI  TOR 762 PIT  TOR Sat. Jan 23, 2027
714 PIT  MTL | 763 NYI NJD | eetartiucie
715 BOS DET | 764 MTL PHI 412e TBL DET
716 UTA WPG | 765 COL WSH | g4 cgj OTT
77 NSH MIN | 766 DET CHI | giue [AK NSH
718 DAL LAK | 767 MIN STL | g ooy MIL
719 FLA VAN | 768 ANA WPG | g vaN PIT
720 SEA VGK | 769 LAK CGY | g7 ANA CAR
721 NYR SJS | 770 CBJ VAN g Tor sTL
Sun. Jan 10, 2027 || ARSI N R T =T N
Game  Visitor  Home R ELRAVIVIE | 820 NJD  PHI
722 CHI PHI Game  Visitor  Home 821 NYR MIN
723 NSH COL |772¢ MIN DET |82 BOS UTA
724 WSH ANA | 773 DAL NYR | 823 EDM SJS
Mon. Jan 11, 2027 [ AL\ Sun. Jan 24, 2027
Game Visitor ~ Home 775 WPG__EDM Game Visitor ~ Home
725 WPG TOR |LLHMENKENPIVIA | s24e BUF WPG
726 TBL EDM Game  Visitor  Home 825e ANA CBJ
727 NYR LAK | 776e MTL BUF | 826e DAL COL
777e¢ TBL BOS | 827 LAK FLA
i el | 7780 NSH  NYI 828 WSH NJD
798 CAR BOS | 779® VAN COL | 829 VGK CHI
729 NJD BUF | 780e WSH PIT Mon. Jan 25, 2027
730 coL PIT 781e UTA  SJS Game  Visitr  Home
731 VGK wsH | 782e CBJ SEA g3y pr  pET
732 UTA CcHI |78 STL TOR | g3 gEp NYR
733 PHI NSH |78 OTT FLA |83 caR OTT
734 OTT DAL |85 CGY CHI | g33 N uTA
735 CBJ CGY Tue. Jan 19, 2027 Tue. Jan 26, 2027
736 FLA SEA Game  Visitor  Home Game . Visitor ! Home
737 _NYR_ANA | 786 ANA DET | gi cp) gOS
Wed. Jan 13, 2027 | A SR R I TR oe A (o
Game  Vstor Home | /88 PHLLNYR | g35 AR MTL
738 ND MTL | 789 MIL WSH | g7 |aq TBL
739 PIT Nyl | 790 MINGWPG | g35  SEA  NJD
740 DET UTA |91 _SEA LAK | 3539 Fa PpH
741 SJS EDM Wed. Jan 20, 2027 R EENNZIEN=T)
742 STL LAK Game Visitor ~ Home 841 CHI STL
Thu. Jan 14, 2027 792e VAN NSH 842 VGK NSH
o~ 793 BUF NYI 843 ANA DAL

?j;‘e \SSA"‘[' g°o"’§ 794 TOR OTT | 844 VAN MIN
744 COL BUF | 795 BOS COL | 845 EDM_COL
745 CHl TOR |7% DAL CHI 2027
746 WPG OTT 797 EDM__VGK Game  Visitor  Home
747 VGK TBL 846 TOR DET
748 CAR  WSH Game Visitor ~ Home 847 FLA NYR
749 MTL NSH |798 SEA BUF | 848 BUF UTA
750 SJS COY | 799 STL MTL

751 FLA MIN | 800 CAR FLA

752 SEA VAN | 801 TBL NJD

753 STL ANA | 802 NSH PHI

Game  Visitor  Home 804 cey  CBJ

DAL N\ R N

1% ) EDM |87 EDM LK

757  LAK UTA
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AA
@ 2026-2027 NHL SCHEDULE @
Fri. Feb 5,2027 QI Mon. Feb 15, 2027 il Sat. Feb 20, 2027 g Fri. Feb 26, 2027
2027 NHL All-Star Game  Visitor ~ Home Game  Visitor ~ Home Game  Visitor ~ Home
Skills Competition | 929 ANA BOS | 967e NYR PHI | 1013 PHI NYI
(UBS Arena, 930e UTA NYI | 968e BUF NJD | 1014 WSH NYR

Longlsland,N.Y, | 93! BUF NYR | 969e MIN CHI 1015 NJD CBJ
9328 CBJ COL | 9708 ANA FLA | 1012 OTT BUF
CEMC AWV | 0330 PIT  SEA | 971e NSH CBJ | 1016 LAK CHI
2027 Honda/Rog- | 934 OTT MIN | 972 NYI MTL | 1017 FLA UTA
ers NHL® All-Star | 9358 WPG SJS | 973 TOR TBL | 1018 ANA VGK
Game™ (UBS Arena, | 936  PHI  STL 974  VGK DAL Sat. Feb 27, 2027
Long Island, N.Y.) 937 DET |VGK 2027’“!’” F e.dera’ Game  Visitor  Home
Mon. Feb 8, 2027 [EEMAM.IS CreditUnion | 1019e DET BOS
Game  Visitor  Home Tue. Feb16! 2027 NHL Stadium Se- 1020 EDM DAL
895 CBJ TOR | Game Visior Home ries™ (AT&T Stadium, | 1021e MIN  STL
896 LAK DAL | 939 CAR TOR Arlington, Texas) | 1022 TOR BUF

940 FLA TBL [975 COL VAN |1023 SJS PHI
T”e' e9'°27 94 ANA WSH |976 SEA LAK [ 1024 TBL CAR
ame Isitor lome
87 CBJ OTT 942 NJD NSH Sun. Feb 21, 2027 JEZIRL(RNNY:Y
o aol L oas N paL | ERTRAMEREIEEE | 1026 LA COL
944 _PIT VAN o776 NYR CAR | 10276 MIL ANA

899 LAK STL
900 DET ANA '\ R YAIivid | 978e BUF DET 10288 WPG  SEA
Wed. Feb 10. 2027 IR I CCR A 1029 LAK  NSH

: J 945 STL  CHI 980 SJS FLA | 030 CGY VAN

IO VS VOVl TR IS | Sun. Feb 28, 2027
982e UTA STL i
902 CHI SJS 947 CBJ UTA Game  Visitor  Home

948 BOS CGY 983e PIT  WPG 1031e NYR PIT

Thu. Feb 11, 2027 JiEFCREoo /RN 984 OTT CGY 1032 NJD MIN

Game  Visitr  Home 950 OTT SEA 985 BOS VAN 1033e COL CHI
903 OTT CBJ Thu. Feb 18, 2027 Mon. Feb 22, 2027 1034 UTA TBL
904 MIN CAR | e | e e | 1035 DAL STL
905 CHI ANA | g5 AR BUF | 986e MTL PHI Mon. Mar 1, 2027
906 DET LAK | o5 MTL DET | 987 NYI CBJ | Game Vistor fome
Fri. Feb 12, 2027 Jx IV NERI:S 988 OTT EDM | 1036 DET TOR
Game  Visitor  Home 954 NJD FLA 989 VGK COL 1037  WSH NYI
907 DAL TBL 955 NYR NYI 990 BOS SEA 1038 CAR CBJ
908 CcOL FLA |956 TOR NSH ||ETPSNZNWENPLVId | 1039 SEA WPG
909 NYI NYR |57 PHI DAL | G iwiwwmesl | 1040 EDM CHI
910 STL EDM [958 LAK MIN |99 pET TOR | 1041 ANA LAK
911 CGY UTA | 959 OTT VAN |g9o gjs TBL | 1042 ML SJS

CEN R KRVl | 960 CBJ _VGK | 993  CAR NJD Tue. Mar 2, 2027
Game  Visitor  Home Fri. Feb 19, 2027 994 NYR WSH Game  Visitor  Home

912e WSH MTL Game  Vistor  Home 995 NYI CHI 1043 PIT  BUF
913e ANA NSH 961 SJS WSH 996 WPG NSH 1044 UTA FLA
914e DET SJS 962 DET CAR 997 VAN DAL 1045 OTT NJD
915 DAL FLA 963 STL  WPG | 998 PIT  MIN 1046 VGK PHI

916e CHI LAK 94 PIT  CGY CORGEWZ W lpag | 1047 COL_ NSH
917 CBJ BOS | 965 BOS EDM

918 TOR OTT 966 SEA UTA ame  Visitor Home Wed. Mar 3, 2027

999 BUF  PHI Game  Visitor  Home
919 COL TBL 1000 CGY UTA | 1048 SEA TOR
920 MIN  NYI 1001 FLA VGK 1049 BOS NYR
921 BUF CAR 1002 SEA ANA | 1050 CAR WSH
ggg ’F\"IJTD EalM 1003 MTL LAK 1051 MIN DAL
S Whe Tvan QN PIpd | 1052 EDM  CGY
925 CGY VGK Game  Visitor ~ Home 1053 CHI VAN
o 1004 DET oOTT | 1054 TBL LAK
1005 TOR PIT | 1055 CBJ SJS
Sun. Fe 14, 2027 1006 SJS CAR
Game  Visitr  Home 1007 WSH BOS
927@ NYR MTL 1008 VAN STL
9280 UTA  WSH 1009 EDM NSH

1010 TBL DAL
1011 WPG COL
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2026-2027 NHL SCHEDULE

Next Page wmipy

Thu. Mar 4, 2027 §j Wed. Mar 10, 2027 §§ Tue. Mar 16, 2027 §j Mon. Mar 22, 2027
Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home
1056 STL BUF | 1104 BOS MTL | 1147 FLA MTL | 1193 CBJ PIT
1057 SEA MTL | 1105 WSH CHI 1148 OTT NYR | 1194 TOR MTL
1058 BOS OTT | 1106 ANA DAL | 1149 DET PHI 1195 SJS ANA
PR S Thu. Mar 11, 2027 |ISUSTRRGOUSRISEERE Tue, Mar 23, 2027
1060 PIT FLA Game  Visitor  Home 1151 SIS CHI Game  Visitor  Home
1061 VGK NYI | 4497 miN oTT | 1192 CAR ANA | 4195 BUF BOS
1062 UTA NSH [ 400 noD TBL | 4183 _WPG LAK | 1100 Fla TaL

N T 7Aa | 1109 BOS PIT V\CERETRYAIYYd | 1198 PHI  NJD
Game  Visitor  Home 1110 VAN CBJ Game  Visitor  Home 1199 DET WSH
1063 VGK NJD | 1111 SJS STL | 1154 NYI WSH | 1200 NYR NSH
1064 DAL  PHI 112 TOR WPG | 1155 TBL TOR | 1201 CAR DAL
1065 TOR CAR | 1113 NSH EDM | 1156 MIN COL | 1202 CHI MIN
1066 WSH WPG | 1114 NYR COL | 1157 DAL CGY | 1203 STL WPG
1067 CHI CGY | 1115 LAK SEA | 1158 NSH VAN | 1204 UTA COL
1068 TBL ANA | 1116 PHI VGK | 1159 SEA VGK | 1205 EDM CGY
1069 CBJ LAK Fri. Mar 12, 2027 Jll Thu. Mar 18, 2027 | AN, SN,
1070 COL SJS Game Visitor ~ Home Game Visitor ~ Home 1207 LAK VAN
CENEGRP 7@ | 1117 BUF DET | 1160 WSH BUF | KICCMLEIRZRriryg
Game  Visitor  Home 1118 NI FLA 1161 TBL MTL Game  Visitor  Home
1071 PIT  BOS | 1119 CGY CAR | 1162 FLA OTT | 1208 OTT MTL
1072 NYR BUF 1163 CBJ DET | 1209 WSH DET
10730 SEA OTT | CeElsBACisestl | 1164 PIT  NJD | 1210 ANA _SJS
1074 VAN MTL | 41206 WSH PIT (CERRIOLIMNGENE Thu. Mar 25, 2027
1075 DAL DET 1121 NSH WPG 1166 BOS PHI Game  Visitor  Home
1076 TOR FLA | 41309 pyi UTA | 1167 SIS WPG | 1511 or7 BOS
1077 MIN NSH | 4109 cHI coL | 1168 STL EDM | 1515 ToR BUF
1078 CHI EDM | 41230 ANA STL | [169 UTA ANA | jp13 ppy 7B
o | 1124 CGY BOS | MIOCARLAK | 1214 NYR FLA
G T A7y @ | 1125 VAN TOR Fri. Mar 19, 2027 VRIS
Game Visitor  Home 1126 MTL OTT Game  Visitor  Home 1216 DAL CAR
1080e PIT  NYI 127 NYI TBL | 1171 CGY MIN | 1217 CHI CBJ
1081@ STL  PHI 1128 NJD CAR | 1172 CHI UTA | 1218 NYI STL
10820 UTA CAR | 1129 SJS CBJ | 1173 COL SEA | 1219 COL WPG
1083e CGY WPG | 1131 DAL LAK Sat. Mar 20, 2027 2NN
10840 COL LAK [ 1132 NYR VGK | TesairBacissestll| 1251 LAK  CGY
10850 BUF  OTT | 1133 EDM_SEA | {1740 FLA pBUF | 1222 ANA SEA
fos6 VGK NYR | EINWIETRVRPIPIY | 1175 MTL DET | 1223 VCKL_VAN
10870 CBJ  ANA Game  Visitr  Home 1176 @ PHI NYI Fri. Mar 26, 2027
O o g | 1134 DET PIT | 11770 DAL EDM | Game Visior Fome
Mon. Mar 8, 2027 JEERESC I Seal 1178 BOS NSH | 1224 BOS WSH
Game  Vistor Home | 1136 VAN OTT [ 1179 TBL OTT | 1225 NSH CHI
1089 SEA BOS | 1137 BUF MIN 1180 TOR NJD | 1226 SJS UTA
OIS RS Mon. Mar 15, 2027 |ISICORMCENRRUAH Sat. Mar 27, 2027
1091 TBL CHI Game  Visitor  Home 182 PIT NYR Game  Visitor  Home
QNP7 @ | 11380 TBL wsH | 1183 STL VAN | 15974 LAk EDM
Game Vistor Home | 1139 Nyl Bos | 1184 VGK ANA | 45059 SEA MIN
1092 VAN BUF | 1140 SJs BUF | 185 CAR_SJS | 12590 ANA VAN
1093 NJD FLA 1141 FLA TOR SN ET@AWIZAd | 1230 PHI  FLA
1094 MTL  NYI 1142 DAL UTA | Game Vistor Home | 1231 OTT TOR
1095 OTT PIT 1143 EDM COL | 1186 UTA MIN | 1232 NJD MTL
1096 CGY WSH | 1144 NSH CGY | 1187e BUF NYI 1233 NYR TBL
1097 NSH STL | 1145 STL SEA | 1188e CHI COL | 1234 CAR PIT
1098 CAR MIN 1146 WPG VGK | 1189 WSH NYR | 1235 STL CBJ
1099 DET WPG 1190 STL CGY | 12368 WPG COL
1100 LAK EDM 1191e LAK SEA | 1237 DET NYI
1101 PHI  cOL 1192 EDM VAN | 1238 NSH DAL
1102 NYR UTA 1239 VGK CGY
1103 SJS  VGK
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@ 2026-2027 NHL SCHEDULE @
Sun. Mar 28, 2027 §§ Thu. Apr 1, 2027 Sun. Apr4,2027 || Thu. Apr 8, 2027

Game  Visitor ~ Home Game  Visitor ~ Home Game  Visitor  Home Game  Visitor ~ Home
1240e SEA  CHI 1263 NYR MTL 1290 COL MIN 1316 WSH OTT
1241 WSH TOR 1264 CBJ TBL 1291e FLA NJD 1317 MTL TBL
1242 DET MTL 1265 TOR FLA 1292e DET OTT 1318 NYI  NJD
1243 BUF  STL 1266 WSH PHI 1293 PIT  WSH | 1319 PHI  CBJ

TPPTRTIEION] | 1267 NYI PIT | 1294 MTL NYI | 1320 NSH CHI
AL et | 1268 BOS BUF | 1295 STL SJS | 1321 SEA SIL
1244 CAR NJp | 1269 CGY STL | WVIRWNSEIPIVIM | 1322 COL  CGY

1270 CHI  NSH L 1323 MIN  SUS
1245 MIN  NYR Game  Visitor  Home
1246 VAN LAK | 2IEANAUTA | 10060 PHI  CAR | 1324 VCK _LAK

267 COL__5)5 1257 TBL BUF
Tue. Mar 30, pl\py@l | Game Visior  Home 1298 BOS TOR Game  Visitor  Home
Garell Vistor il Home 1272 CAR DET 1299 SEA DAL 1325 PIT  DET
1248 MTL BOS 1273 OTT  NYI 1300 WPG UTA 1326 BOS FLA
1249 OTT DET 1274 DAL MIN 1301 CGY EDM 1327 VAN  WPG

1275 LAK  COL _ 1328 UTA DAL
1250 TOR TBL Tue. Apr 6, 2027
1251 CBJ FLA | J276 EDM _VCK | o e  Viator Home | IREI A MLPLYY
1252 CAR NYI Sat. Apr3, 2027 1302 MTL FLA Game  Visitor  Home

1253 PIT PHI | Game Visir Home | 1303 TBL NJD | 1329 WSH PHI
1254 CHI WSH |1277e FLA NYR | 1304 WSH CBJ |1330e MIN COL
1255 BUF NSH |1278e TBL BOS | 1305 DET NYI |1331e ANA SJS
1256 CGY DAL |1279e CGY NSH | 1306 PIT NYR |1332e CBJ NYI
1257 UTA SEA |1280e CBJ WSH | 1307 SEA NSH |1333 DET BUF
1258 COL _ANA | 1281e NJD CAR [ 1308 CHI MIN | 1334 CAR FLA
12820 CHI DAL | 1309 COL VAN |1335 PIT NJD
el | 1283 BUF TOR | 1310 STL VGK | 1336 SEA CHI

1259 MIN  NJb | 12848 WPG SEA | 1311 LAK ANA | 1337 DAL NSH
1260 SJS EDM | 1285 PHI . PIT Wed. Apr 7, 2027 JESESRIULENROM
1261 WPG LAK | 1286 VGK UTA | To ™ Vsior Home | 1929 TOR NYR

1287 SJS VAN 1340 UTA  STL
1262 VAN VGK 1312 BOS BUF
1288 EDM ANA 1313 OTT CAR 1341 BOS TBL

1289 STL LAK | 1314 gpm wee | 1342 VAN CGY
135 DAL UTA | 1343 WPG EDM
1344 LAK  VGK

Copyright @ 2026 by the National Hockey League. All rights reserved, Reproduction in whole or in part
without permission of the National Hockey League is strictly prohibited. Publication of this schedule
is permitted for the sole purpose of informing members of the public who wish to attend or view on
television National Hockey League games. Any other publication or other use of any portion of this
schedule, including for the purpose of lottery or other form of gambling, whether such gambling is legal
orillegal is strictly prohibited.
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IN MEMORIAM

IAN SCOTTY MORRISON

APRIL 22, 1930 - FEBRUARY 25, 2026

HIRED AS NHL REFEREE IN 1954

NHL REFEREE-IN-CHIEF 1965 - 1983

NHL VICE PRESIDENT OF PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 1986 - 1991
CHAIRMAN OF THE HOCKEY HALL OF FAME 1991 - 1998
INDUCTED INTO THE HOCKEY HALL OF FAME IN 1999

LEON STICKLE
APRIL 20, 1948 - NOVEMBER 5, 2025

NHL LINESPERSON 1970 - 1997
1948 REGULAR SEASON GAMES
219 PLAYOFF GAMES

6 STANLEY CUP FINALS

4 ALL-STAR GAMES

STEVE BARTON

NHL LINESPERSON 2000 - 2026
1678 REGULAR SEASON GAMES
157 PLAYOFF GAMES

3 STANLEY CUP FINAL SERIES

2015 STADIUM SERIES - SAN JOSE
2016 WINTER CLASSIC - BOSTON
2017 NHL100 CLASSIC - OTTAWA
2017 ALL STAR GAME - LOS ANGELES

BRAD KOVACHIK

NHL LINESPERSON 1996 - 2026
1972 REGULAR SEASON GAMES
200 PLAYOFF GAMES

4 STANLEY CUP FINAL SERIES
2004 WORLD CUP OF HOCKEY

STEVE KOZARI
NHL REFEREE 2003 - 2026
1238 REGULAR SEASON GAMES
153 PLAYOFF GAMES

5 STANLEY CUP FINAL SERIES

CHRIS LEE

NHL REFEREE 1999 - 2026
1562 REGULAR SEASON GAMES
120 PLAYOFF GAMES

WINTER CLASSIC - BUFFALO (08) FLORIDA (26)
2014 OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES - RUSSIA

2017 STADIUM SERIES - PITTSBURGH

ALL STAR GAME - OTTAWA (12), FLORIDA (23)

2014 HERITAGE CLASSIC - VANCOUVER
2016 STADIUM SERIES - MINNESOTA
2020 WINTER CLASSIC - DALLAS

2022 - ALL STAR GAME - LAS VEGAS

STADIUM SERIES - LA (14), MINNESOTA (16)
WINTER CLASSIC - NY (18), MINNESOTA (22)
2015 ALL STAR GAME - COLUMBUS
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